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Dear Friends: 
 
It is a great pleasure to welcome everyone to the New York City Fire Department’s 

annual celebration of Medal Day. 
 
Every day, the courageous men and women of the New York City Fire Department put 

their lives on the line to protect our residents and visitors throughout the five boroughs. New 
Yorkers of all backgrounds are rightfully proud of our firefighters and EMTs, and we owe them 
a tremendous debt of gratitude for their heroic work. In a year in which our city has faced an 
unprecedented crisis, our emergency personnel have remained steadfast in their mission to 
safeguard their fellow New Yorkers, and their unwavering dedication has been invaluable as we 
recover and rebuild from the effects of COVID-19. Over the past several months, we have asked 
more of these committed civil servants than ever before, and in the calm, steady way they have 
always handled crises, they fought back against the virus and saved countless lives. 

 
Medal Day provides us with a welcome and wonderful opportunity to recognize New 

York’s Bravest for all they do to maintain our status as the safest big city in the nation. In such 
challenging times, this year’s celebration is even more important, and I am honored to join with 
all New Yorkers in recognizing the extraordinary members of this department for the tremendous 
sacrifices they have made. I am proud to commend all those being awarded today for their 
exemplary service. Together, we are forging a brighter and safer tomorrow for all.  

 
On behalf of the City of New York, congratulations to today’s honorees. I offer my best 

wishes for a meaningful ceremony and continued success. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Bill de Blasio 
Mayor 
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Daniel A. Nigro
Fire Commissioner

Medal Day is our greatest day of celebration each year. Families gather to see well-deserved recognition for their loved 
one’s heroic act and witness a sea of FDNY members–fellow Firefighters, EMTs, Paramedics and Fire Marshals–
competing to see whose collective support can outdo the rest. It is a wonderful day; and it is yet another tradition, 

unfortunately, taken from us this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Though the ceremony as we know it will not take 
place, we still celebrate the tremendous acts of bravery that are a hallmark of this event.

When speaking of bravery and tradition, the name that immediately comes to mind is my dear friend, Pete Ganci, our 
Chief of Department, who was killed while leading our rescue operations at the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001. 
This year, I made a long overdue change and created a new medal–the Chief of Department Peter J. Ganci, Jr. Medal–which 
replaces the James Gordon Bennett Medal as the highest annual honor for bravery awarded to a Firefighter or Fire Officer. 
This change does not erase history and it does not diminish the valor of those awarded the James Gordon Bennett Medal since 
its inception. Moving forward, we will cease including the name of an individual whose racist and abhorrent views have no 
place in any society and instead ensure that this tremendous honor will be named for an individual who swore an oath to serve 
others and crawled down a hallway as all of our Firefighters have done to rescue New Yorkers trapped by fire.  

I salute the inaugural recipient of the Chief of Department Peter J. Ganci, Jr. Medal, Firefighter John H. McCoy of Squad 
Company 288, who rescued a man trapped by fire in a warehouse and removed him to safety just as the building became fully 
engulfed and the open bay door collapsed. This is the kind of extraordinary bravery we celebrate each year. I know Pete would 
have been proud.

Many of our medals are named for those who made the Supreme Sacrifice, including our highest annual award to a member 
of our Emergency Medical Service. The Christopher J. Prescott Medal honors a brave young man taken far too soon as he pro-
vided medical care to a fellow New Yorker. There is no greater form of bravery than giving your life to save others and I be-
lieve our medals should honor those who have made that sacrifice. This year’s recipients, Paramedics Niall C. O’Shaughnessy 
and Joshua S. Rodriguez of Station 4, exemplified that commitment by extricating an injured worker from a scaffold collapse 
and providing pre-hospital care to three other injured workers at the Manhattan high-rise construction site. Congratulations to 
them and to every member of EMS who was called upon to save others during this unprecedented time. 

Among the more than 40 medals awarded this year, sadly, there is one awarded posthumously; the Emerald Society Medal 
to Firefighter Daniel R. Foley of Rescue Company 3. Firefighter Foley rescued two girls from a fire in the Bronx in February 
2019. Just one year later, he lost his life due to World Trade Center-related cancer. His brother, Tommy, was killed on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. The Foley family epitomizes bravery and sacrifice. Their courageous acts will never be forgotten by our 
Department. 

It has been an honor and a privilege to attend and preside over Medal Day ceremonies. Like you, I eagerly look forward 
to when we can gather in that manner once again. The love and support on display each year is a sight to behold. Medal Day 
is not simply about individual acts of bravery; it is a testament to the training, sacrifice and history of this great Department. 
Though we are not together as we wish to be, we still recognize the most courageous moments and this book will live on as a 
testament to the acts of valor by our members who bravely risked their lives to save others.  
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John Sudnik
Chief of Department

With tremendous pride, we celebrate the exemplary work of those members of our great Department who had gone 
above and beyond the call of duty in the calendar year 2019. This Medal Day, as I review the accounts of every 
heroic act, I once again find myself in awe of the caliber of people we have in the FDNY. Ordinary people risking 

their lives doing extraordinary things, each and every day–I can find no more appropriate words to describe our members and 
the work they do.

And while we celebrate numerous individual acts of exceptional bravery, we also acknowledge the fact that great teamwork 
will always play an important role and have a positive impact on fire and emergency operations. This year’s recipient of the Lt. 
James Curran/New York Firefighters Burn Center Foundation Medal is awarded to Engine 248 for their outstanding combined 
effort at a top-floor apartment fire in Brooklyn. The actions taken by Lieutenant Anthony R. Holz and Firefighters Darnell 
A. Arroya, Timothy E. Coffey, Jr., Conor J. Monaghan, Thomas M. Olsen and Ryan T. Sheehan demonstrate how effective 
the triad of courage, initiative and unit cohesiveness can be. Their aggressive search, challenging 16-length hose stretch and 
timely pre-hospital medical care directly resulted in the saving of three civilian lives. 

In the performance of their patient care duties and responsibilities, it is not uncommon for our EMTs and Paramedics 
to encounter unstable and dangerous conditions. Such was the case for Paramedics Sylvia M. Martinez and Kimberly L. 
Verspoor, Station 50 U1, assigned in the middle of the night to a Queens multiple dwelling for a patient reporting chest pains 
and difficulty breathing. Upon encountering an initial victim on the second floor, their CO meters activated with an indication 
of potentially lethal levels of the odorless gas. They triaged the patient and, after receiving assistance from another unit, 
proceeded to the third floor to treat another victim–this time in a more hazardous atmosphere with even higher levels of carbon 
monoxide. Operating together, they removed the victim from a clutter-filled apartment to a safer location on a lower floor 
and provided urgent medical treatment. For their remarkable bravery and determination under such precarious conditions, 
Paramedics Martinez and Verspoor are the recipients of the Tracy Allen-Lee Medal.

I know every member we honor today considers him/herself fortunate to have been in a position to make that rescue, to 
save that life. I am equally certain that they will point to their training as a critical component to their success. Above all and 
without question, they will acknowledge the fact that their individual efforts would not be possible without the support of their 
fellow Brothers and Sisters.

To quote a poignant line from a classic Elton John song, “I thank the Lord there’s people out there like you…” I salute 
you all for working hard every day and putting yourselves at risk to protect the citizens of our great City. Thank you for your 
service and stay safe!
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FIRST DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

LAURA KAVANAGH ELIZABETH CASCIO

CECILIA B. LOVING
Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer

DR. DAVID J. PREZANT
Chief Medical Officer, 
Special Advisor to the 

Fire Commissioner for Health Policy

DR. GLENN H. ASAEDA 
Chief Medical Director

Office of Medical Affairs

DR. JEFFREY LOW 
Deputy Chief Medical Officer
FDNY WTC Health Program

Bureau of Health Services

DR. KAREN HURWITZ
Deputy Chief Medical Officer

Bureau of Health Services

DR. SHENECIA BEECHER 
Deputy Chief Medical Officer

for Annual Medicals/Candidates
Bureau of Health Services

JOHN A. BENANTI
Support Services

JONPAUL AUGIER 
 Dispatch Operations & Public Safety Technology

LIZETTE CHRISTOFF
Budget & Finance

TERRYL L. BROWN
Legal Affairs and Administration

EDWARD M. DOLAN
Strategic Initiatives & Policy

FRANK DWYER
Public Information and External Affairs

DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS

CHIEF OF STAFF

FDNY CHAPLAINS

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS
MARK C. ARONBERG

Fleet Services
EVELYN TESORIERO

Family Assistance
KAT S. THOMSON

Management Analysis & Planning

DON H. NGUYEN
Equal Employment Opportunity

MICHELE J. MAGLIONE
Youth Workforce & Pipeline Programs

JEREMY BROOKS
Facilities (Acting) 

GERARD NEVILLE
Communications

TRICIA SINGH
Human Resources

NAFEESAH NOONAN
Recruitment and Retention

ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER
BENNY M. THOTTAM

Chief Information Officer/Technology Development & Systems

Monsignor John Delendick
Monsignor Marc Filacchione

Father Joseph Hoffman
Reverend Ann Kansfield

Father Christopher Keenan, OFM 
Rabbi Joseph Potasnik

Reverend V. Simpson Turner, Jr.
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Thomas J. Richardson
Chief of Operations

Thomas J. Currao
Assistant Chief

Chief of Counterterrorism  
& Emergency Preparedness

Wayne T. Cartwright
Assistant Chief of 
Fire Operations

Richard J. Blatus
Assistant Chief
Fire Operations

Joseph M. Jardin
Assistant Chief

Chief of Fire Prevention

Michael V. Meyers
Deputy Assistant Chief

Chief of Safety

Frank A. Leeb
Deputy Assistant Chief

Chief of the Fire Academy

Lillian A. Bonsignore
Chief of EMS Operations

Brendan D. McSweeney
Assistant Chief

Chief of Training

John J. Hodgens
Assistant Chief of 

Operations

FDNY STAFF CHIEFS

Michael F. Gala, Jr.
Deputy Assistant Chief 

Fire Operations

John J. Buckheit, III
Deputy Assistant Chief 

Fire Prevention

Michael J. Massucci
Deputy Chief

Chief of Uniformed 
Personnel

Cesar A. Escobar
Deputy Assistant Chief 

Chief of the EMS Academy

Paul A. Miano
Deputy Assistant Chief
City North Operations

Michael Fields 
Deputy Assistant Chief
City South Operations

Roberto Colon 
Deputy Assistant Chief

City Central Operations

Kevin J. Brennan
Deputy Assistant Chief

Fire Prevention

Alvin J. Suriel
Assistant Chief of 
EMS Operations

Jonathan P. Pistilli
Assistant Chief of 
EMS Operations

Joseph M. Woznica
Assistant Chief of 
Fire Operations

John M. Esposito
Assistant Chief

Chief of Special Operations 

Richard J. Howe
Assistant Chief of 
Fire Operations
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Thomas G. Kane
Chief Fire Marshal

Fred P. Schaaf
Deputy Assistant Chief

Queens

Michael B. Durkin 
Assistant Chief 
Fire Marshal

Christopher Boyle
Deputy Assistant Chief

Bronx

Joseph Sanders
Division Chief

EMS Operations

Joseph A. Ferrante, Jr.
Deputy Assistant Chief

Brooklyn

Kathleen Knuth
Division Chief 

BHS Operations

Stephen Russo
Division Chief 

EMS Operations

Ian C. Swords
Division Chief 

Emergency Medical Dispatch 

Stacy Scanlon
Division Chief 

Emergency Medical Dispatch 

Kevin F. Woods
Deputy Assistant Chief

Staten Island

Michael Ajello
 Deputy Assistant Chief

Manhattan

FDNY STAFF CHIEFS

Martin Braun 
Division Chief

Voluntary Unit Liaison

Jay Swithers
Division Chief

EMS Operations

Grace M. Cacciola
Division Chief

EMS Operations

CHIEF OFFICERS

Denise M. Werner
Deputy Assistant Chief

Emergency Medical Dispatch

Christine M. Mazzola
Deputy Assistant Chief

EMS Operations

Fredrick V. Villani
Deputy Assistant Chief 

Chief of Planning

BOROUGH COMMANDERS
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Deputy Chief 
Malcolm Moore

Chief of Rescue Operations

Deputy Chief 
Mark A. Bonilla

EMS Special Operations

Battalion Chief 
Francis Simpson

Chief of Marine Operations

Deputy Chief 
Daniel J. Murray
Haz-Mat Operations

SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND

Deputy Chief 
Robert E. Carroll

Division 1

Deputy Chief 
John A. Jonas

Division 7

Deputy Chief 
Mark A. Ferran

Division 14

Division Chief
Joseph J. Pataky

EMS Division 2

Division Chief
Mary Lou Aurrichio

EMS Division 7

Division Chief
Nancy J. Gilligan

EMS Division 4

Division Chief
Dinorah A. Claudio

EMS Division 3

Division Chief
Robert Hannafey

EMS Division 8

Deputy Chief
Joseph N. Carlsen

 Division 3

Deputy Chief
Stephen G. Moro

 Division 15

Deputy Chief
James J. Donlevy

 Division 6

Division Chief
Joseph P. Lomino

EMS Division 1

Deputy Chief 
James A. DiDomenico

Division 13

DIVISION COMMANDERS

Deputy Chief
James R. McNally

Division 11

Deputy Chief 
Brian Gorman

Division 8

Division Chief
Luis E. Basso
EMS Division 5

Division Chief
Christopher J. Bilz

EMS Division 9
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Chief of Department Peter J. Ganci, Jr., responded to Queens Box 44-6945, 153-01 Northern Boulevard 
at 153rd Street, Flushing, December 9, 2000. Photo by John Leavy.
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Chief of Department 
Peter J. Ganci, Jr. Medal/
NYS Honorary Fire Chiefs Association Medal

Firefighter John H. McCoy
Squad Company 288

January 21, 2019, 0741 hours, Box 33-4302, Queens
Appointed to the FDNY on August 8, 1999. Member of the Emerald Society. Recipient of two Unit Citations. 
Holds a Bachelor’s degree in Engineering Science from Hofstra University. Resides in East Northport, Long 
Island.

It was a bitterly cold 14 degrees on the 
morning of January 21, 2019, when at ap-
proximately 0740 hours, the voice alarm 

rang out. The housewatch announced that 
Squad 288 was responding to Box 4302, for 
a fire in a one-story warehouse with people 
missing. Battalion Chief William Hammel, 
Battalion 52, reported fire in the basement ex-
tending to the first floor. 

Squad 288 arrived at a warehouse fire pushing 
thick, black smoke filling the street and was advised by 
the Chief that a person was still missing inside. Lieutenant Glenn 
Fischer sent FFs John H. McCoy and William Long to look for 
another entrance, while he and his extinguisher Firefighter en-
tered the front entrance. Walking down the exposure #2 side of 
the building, FF McCoy heard an Urgent transmitted for low 
pressure in the initial hose-line. He located a door and he and FF 
Long masked up to start a search. Lieutenant Fischer notified FF 
McCoy that the line in the basement wasn’t moving and condi-
tions were deteriorating rapidly.

As FFs McCoy and Long entered the door to the first floor, 
they encountered a heavy smoke condition and high heat from 
floor to ceiling. Firefighter Long searched right, while FF Mc-
Coy went straight into the building. He tried to use the thermal 
imaging camera to assist his search, but the screen instantly 
whited out due to the high heat. 

Firefighter McCoy continued straight, passing an open stair-
case from the basement with fire beginning to extend up the 
stairs. Another 20 feet into the warehouse, FF McCoy heard a 
man moaning. Moving toward the sound, he encountered boxes 
stacked throughout the floor, impeding his search. As condi-
tions continued to deteriorate and the fire rolled up the stairs, 
FF McCoy heard the moans again and quickly moved to the 
location. Again, blocked by piles of boxes, he began to move 
them and dug his way through to find an unconscious male in 
the fetal position. He transmitted the 10-45 and recognized that 
he had to move the person quickly to give him any chance of 
surviving.

Firefighter McCoy grabbed the victim and lifted him up and 
over the boxes and debris that were covering him. Conditions 
had gotten so severe that the Chief ordered everyone to back 

out of the engulfed building. Feeling the heat 
through his bunker gear, the Firefighter knew 
he needed to exit as quickly as possible. He 
began to drag the victim toward the point 
where he believed he had entered. Dragging 
the man, he saw flames over his head, roll-

ing throughout the black smoke. Continuing 
toward the now-open, roll-down gate, FF Mc-

Coy used all his strength to get the victim over the 
threshold and out of the building. Reaching the side-

walk with the man, the warehouse became fully involved 
and the open bay door collapsed due to numerous explosions and 
a large volume of fire.  

Firefighter McCoy risked his life to save this man. He entered 
the warehouse with rapidly deteriorating conditions without the 
protection of a hose-line, in zero visibility and with a rapidly pro-
gressing fire. Firefighter John H. McCoy’s courage is recognized 
with the Chief of Department Peter J. Ganci, Jr. Medal/NYS 
Honorary Fire Chiefs Association Medal.—PB

Firefighter John H. McCoy is receiving the Chief of Department Peter J. 
Ganci, Jr. Medal Medal/NYS Honorary Fire Chiefs Association Medal for 
rescuing a man just before the warehouse became fully involved and the 
bay door collapsed due to numerous explosions and the large volume of 
fire. Photo by Brooklyn Dispatcher Brian Grogan.
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Brooklyn Citizens Medal/
FF Louis Valentino Award

Firefighter Timothy J. Stevens
Ladder Company 113

October 17, 2019, 0043 hours, Box 75-1092, Brooklyn

Appointed to the FDNY on September 25, 2005.  Uncle, FF Vincent Frankini, is retired from Ladder 175; father-
in-law, Supervising Fire Marshal Robert Thomson, is retired; brothers-in-law, Lieutenant Scott Thomson, is re-
tired from Division 13, and Battalion Chief Michael Thomson, is assigned to Division 11; great grandfathers, FF 
Thomas Dealy, retired from Manhattan, and FF Lawrence Reilly, retired from the Bronx. Member of the Emerald 
Society. Holds a Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice from Molloy College. Resides in Massapequa Park, Long 
Island, with his wife, Kelly, and their son, Brady, and daughter, Charlotte.

At 0043 hours on a very windy October 17, 2019, night, 
first-due Ladder 113 was dispatched to a reported fire 
in a multiple dwelling. Ladder 113’s inside team on this 

night tour included Captain Robert Gibson, extinguisher Fire-
fighter Robert Tilearcio and irons Firefighter Timothy J. Stevens. 

On arrival, members confronted a large, six- story, I-shaped 
building at the end of a dead-end street. The members entered 
the building lobby and made their way to the rear wing of the 
I-shape. The fire was reported to be on the fifth floor. Making 
their way to the fifth-floor landing, the members found a badly 
burned woman who told FF Stevens that her brother was still 
inside the fire apartment. 

Firefighter Stevens reached the fire apartment door, which 
was slightly ajar, and encountered heavy, black smoke pushing 
from the narrow opening. The Firefighter knew that the hose 
stretch was going to take some additional time due to the fire 

apartment’s location in the back of the large building and on 
an upper floor. This meant he would have to search the burning 
apartment without the protection of a hose-line, but FF Stevens 
knew a trapped man needed his help in order to survive. 

Firefighter Stevens donned his mask facepiece and opened 
the apartment door. He began to crawl along the floor and made 
his way approximately 16 feet to the entrance of the living room, 
where he located the main body of the fire. Knowing the vic-
tim’s survival chances were diminishing, FF Stevens pressed on 
in the extreme heat. He crawled along another eight to 10 feet 
underneath the increasing flames where he located the man. The 
victim was unconscious, badly burned and prone on the floor 
next to his bed, which was fully involved in flames. 

Firefighter Stevens transmitted a signal 10-45 over his handie-
talkie. He realized that he had to remove the unconscious man 
out of the burning apartment via the same way he came in and 

he would have to do it very quickly. The 
rescuer felt the heat through his bunker 
gear and no hose-line was in operation 
yet. In spite of these factors and working 
alone, FF Stevens dragged the injured 
man back, approximately 26 feet along 
the apartment floor toward the door and 
into the public hallway. He used his body 
to shield the victim from heat and flames.

Once in the public hallway with the 
man, FF Stevens was met by the mem-
bers of Ladder 132 and turned the vic-
tim over to them. The victim then was 
removed to the street and turned over to 
EMS personnel for care and transport to 
the hospital.

Firefighter Stevens effected the res-
cue of a trapped and injured man (who 
regrettably died) without the protection 
of a hose-line and under dangerous and 
punishing conditions. His actions reflect 
the highest traditions of the FDNY. For 
his bravery, FF Timothy J. Stevens is pre-
sented with the Brooklyn Citizens Med-
al/FF Louis Valentino Award.—AJP

Members of Ladder 113 are shown after FF Timothy Stevens rescued a trapped and injured man. 
Shown, left to right, are Proby Robert Tilearcio, Captain Robert Gibson and FFs Timothy Stevens, 
John Anemone, Charlie Ditta and Brendan Gannon. Firefighter Stevens is receiving the Brooklyn 
Citizens Medal/FF Louis Valentino Award.
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On the early Monday morning of November 11, 2019, 
Paramedics Niall C. O’Shaughnessy and Joshua S. 
Rodriguez were just starting their workday, which 

involved monitoring numerous radio frequencies, including 
the fireground radio. When a run came in for a collapse, the 
Paramedics immediately contacted their EMS Dispatcher to 
be placed on this assignment at a Manhattan, 58-story, high-
rise building.

Arriving on-scene with Rescue 1, Paramedics Rodriguez 
and O’Shaughnessy made entry into the location, which was 
covered with scaffolding, construction equip-
ment and unfinished stairways. Without 
hesitation, the two Paramedics tra-
versed construction pathways from 
the 13th floor to the 17th floor 
to aid the injured construction 
workers. These pathways, con-
sisting of wooden ladders and 
planks created as stairways 
to gain access to the victims, 
were in areas of active con-
struction. This was all done 
while carrying extra, lifesaving 
pieces of equipment in-hand.

Reaching the 17th floor, Para-
medics Rodriguez and O’Shaugh-
nessy began triaging, assessing and 
performing acute stabilization of four 
injured construction workers. Paramedic 

O’Shaughnessy identified a seriously injured victim who re-
quired rapid extrication from the 17th floor. With the assis-
tance of Rescue 1 personnel, an on-scene crane was convert-
ed into a means of victim extrication from this construction 
zone. Paramedic O’Shaughnessy stayed with the victim as 
they were lowered 170 feet to street level and into a waiting 
ambulance for transport. 

Paramedic Rodriguez remained on the 17th floor, render-
ing additional aid to the three other victims. With Paramedic 
Rodriguez’s assistance and good communication relay with 

on-scene resources, the remaining victims were trans-
ported by crane to street level and into waiting 

ambulances for transport.
The actions of Paramedics O’Shaugh-

nessy and Rodriguez exemplify the ded-
ication and professionalism held by 
EMT Christopher Prescott, who made 
the Supreme Sacrifice in 1994. For 
their unwavering professional com-
mitment and conviction to provide 
the best pre-hospital care in this 
unique and dangerous situation that 
featured a scaffold collapse with vic-

tims pinned and difficult access, the 
FDNY honors Paramedics Joshua S. 

Rodriguez and Niall C. O’Shaughnessy 
with the Christopher J. Prescott Medal 

(their second for Medal Day).—BR

Christopher J. 
Prescott Medal

Station 4 Station 4

November 11, 2019, Manhattan

Appointed to the FDNY as an Emergency Medical Technician on March 13, 
2006. Previously assigned to Stations 49 and 45. Recipient of the Jack Pintchik 
Medal this year, the Lieutenant Kirby McElhearn Medal in 2017, the Tracy Al-
len-Lee Medal in 2016 and 2018 and several other citations. Member of the 
Irish Reserve Defence Force. Resides in Levittown, Long Island, with his wife, 
Morgan, and sons, Alex and Aidan.

Appointed to the FDNY as an Emergency Medical Technician on May 2, 2011. 
Previously assigned to Stations 14, 17, 20 and 15. Recipient of the Jack Pintchik 
Medal this year and a Unit Citation in 2017. Member of FireFLAG/EMS. Re-
sides in Manhattan.

EMT-P 
Joshua S. Rodriguez

EMT-P 
Niall C. O’Shaughnessy
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Hugh Bonner Medal/
Honor Legion Medal

Captain Theodore J. Conroy
Ladder Company 61 (assigned); Ladder Company 39 (detailed)

August 17, 2019, 0503 hours, Box 75-3854, Bronx

Appointed to the FDNY on January 27, 2002. Previously assigned to Ladder 32 as a FF and Ladder 39 as a Lieu-
tenant. Father, FF Thomas J. Conroy, is retired from Rescue 3; brother, FF Thomas J. Conroy, Jr., is assigned to 
Rescue 3; grandfather, FF Francis A. Conroy, is retired from Ladder 147; grand uncle, FF John Conroy, is retired 
from Ladder 174; and uncle, Joseph Castiglie, is retired from Engine 209.  Recipient of the Frank W. Kridel Med-
al, two Unit Citations and two Pre-Hospital Saves. Holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business from Baruch College. 
Resides in Montgomery, New York, with his wife, Dawn, and children, Mason and Logan O’Brien. 

Ask any Firefighter what gets the heart pumping. Almost 
to the person, you’ll hear it’s when the Dispatcher says, 
“People trapped.” It was just this type of transmission 

that confronted the members of Ladder 39 on August 17, 2019.
Captain Theodore J. Conroy (detailed from Ladder 61) and 

the members of Ladder 39, had been experiencing a relatively 
quiet tour. At 0503 hours, their day changed dramatically. En-
gine 63, Ladder 39 and Battalion 15 received a phone alarm for 
a fire in a three-story private dwelling. 

While responding, Bronx Dispatchers notified Ladder 39 of 
reports of people trapped. As Ladder 39 pulled up in front of 
the house, dense, black smoke and fire were pushing out under 
pressure at the main entrance to the structure.

Captain Conroy found a frantic man in the front of the house, 
who stated that his wife was trapped on the top floor. Simul-
taneously, the Officer heard muffled screams and momentarily 
spotted the woman gasping for air at a window on the top floor. 
Captain Conroy communicated via handie-talkie to Ladder 39’s 

outside vent (OV) Firefighter, Robert Painter, and ladder com-
pany chauffeur (LCC), FF Tony Ciero, to get a portable ladder 
and attempt to reach the woman, while he and his forcible entry 
team would attempt a rescue via the interior.

Captain Conroy and his forcible entry team, FFs James 
McConville with the extinguisher and David Cutrone with the 
irons, worked feverishly to gain entry through the front door. 
This proved to be a great challenge; blocking their way was a 
very heavy clutter condition. With heavy fire pushing out the 
door as they removed rubbish at the doorway, they got through 
the front entrance. 

Captain Conroy directed FF McConville to hold the fire at the 
doorway with the extinguisher, while he attempted to locate the 
interior stairs to make his way to the top floor. Fire was rolling 
over their heads as the Captain and FF Cutrone dashed up the 
stairs to the top floor. 

Searching the top floor in zero visibility and with heat grow-
ing more intense by the second, Captain Conroy knew time was 

at a premium. There was no hose-line in place and 
their escape route could be cut off at any moment. 
The Officer made one last push toward the bedroom 
and spotted the trapped woman. He heard faint 
coughing and cries for help through the blinding 
smoke. Following the cries for help, Captain Con-
roy found the semi-conscious victim, immediately 
transmitted the 10-45 and plotted their escape.

The rescuer carried the woman out of the bed-
room and met up with FF Cutrone. Together, they 
maneuvered down the stairs, past the fire, just as 
Engine 63 was moving in with the hose-line. Cap-
tain Conroy and FF Cutrone shielded the woman 
with their bodies to prevent additional injury. They 
carried her to the sidewalk where CFR-D members 
administered care.

The immediate and decisive actions of Captain 
Conroy, with the coordinated operations of Ladder 
39, provided a positive outcome at this fire for the 
victim. Captain Theodore J. Conroy’s courageous 
actions are being recognized today with the Hugh 
Bonner Medal/Honor Legion Medal.—CB

Shown are FFs Martin Richardson, Engine 63, Eric Hasen, Ladder 51, Patrick Pascul-
lo, Ladder 39, and Joseph O’Rourke, Engine 63, Lieutenant Christopher Corrar, En-
gine 63, FFs Robert Painter, Ladder 39, David Cutrone, Ladder 39, Jason Rodriguez, 
Ladder 39, James McConville, Ladder 39, Anthony Ciero, Ladder 39, and Captains 
Theodore J. Conroy, Ladder 61, and Kenneth Begbie, Engine 63. Captain Conroy, re-
ceiving the Hugh Bonner Medal/Honor Legion Medal (his second for Medal Day) for 
finding a trapped woman, shielding her and maneuvering her down the stairs to safety.
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A 38-year FDNY veteran with 16 years as the Commander 
of Ladder 174, Captain Patrick W. McEvoy was working 
the overnight shift on December 3, 2019. At 0611 hours, 

the company responded to a reported fire in a private dwelling in 
the East Flatbush section of Brooklyn. 

On arrival, there was no visible fire or smoke and Captain 
McEvoy and his forcible entry team--FF Timothy Meagher with 
the irons and Probationary FF Gregory Lawrence, detailed from 
Engine 257, with the extinguisher--began to examine the area. 
During this size-up, the team was met by two excited civilians, 
yelling that the fire was around the corner on East 57th Street 
and two people were trapped. 

Racing after one of the civilians, Captain McEvoy radioed 
the newly received information to the responding units and or-
dered his chauffeur to reposition the apparatus. After running 
one and a half blocks, Captain McEvoy noticed Engine 283’s 
Officer, Lieutenant Michael Cain, at the top of the outside stoop 
leading to the second floor of the private dwelling. Black smoke 
was pushing under pressure from around the door. 

Ascending the stairs and forcing open the 
front door, Ladder 174’s inside team was met 
with heavy smoke and high heat conditions. Ini-
tially, their entry into the structure was hampered 
by a kitchen table, chairs and clutter. Directing 
his Firefighters to remove the debris to facilitate 
the engine company’s hose-line advance, Cap-
tain McEvoy started his search for the fire and 
victims. 

During this primary search, the Captain dis-
covered an open, unenclosed staircase leading 
down to the first floor where the main body of 
fire was located. That staircase permitted huge 
amounts of toxic smoke and high heat to be 
forced toward his position. After radioing this 
valuable information to the Incident Command-
er and operating in a punishing and precarious 
position above the main body of fire, Captain 
McEvoy pushed on with his search, past the open 
stairs and toward the rear of the home, where he 
came upon an unconscious victim wedged in a 
hallway. 

Transmitting a 10-45, Captain McEvoy retraced his route, 
past the open staircase, for approximately 30 feet to the entrance 
door. After handing the victim off to members on the stoop, Cap-
tain McEvoy re-entered the floor above the fire when he heard 
FF Meagher yell that he had found a second victim. Transmit-
ting a second 10-45, Captain McEvoy assisted in removing the 
unconscious victim.

Operating on the floor directly above a raging fire, while 
being exposed to the by-products of the fire’s combustion via 
the open, unenclosed staircase, and without the protection of 
a hand-line or water can to extinguish the main body of fire, 
Captain McEvoy maintained great tenacity and composure. He 
exposed himself to danger, but his efforts directly resulted in 
saving a woman and assisting with the removal of a second vic-
tim, although, unfortunately, one of the victims perished. For 
his selfless persistence under punishing and difficult conditions, 
Captain Patrick W. McEvoy is awarded the Emily Trevor/Mary 
B. Warren Medal.—SM

Emily Trevor/
Mary B. Warren Medal

Captain Patrick W. McEvoy
Ladder Company 174

December 3, 2019, 0611 hours, Box 75-2325, Brooklyn

Appointed to the FDNY on January 9, 1982. Previously assigned to Engines 210 and 290 and Ladder 103 as 
a Firefighter and Ladder 109 as a Lieutenant. Son, FF Bryan McEvoy, is assigned to Rescue 2. Served in the 
Navy. Recipient of three Unit Citations. Resides in Brooklyn, New York.

Captain Patrick W. McEvoy (right) is shown with his son, FF Bryan McEvoy, Rescue 
2, and future Firefighter, grandson, Patrick McEvoy. The Captain is receiving the Emily 
Trevor/Mary B. Warren Medal.
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On the cold December 3rd morning, at 0611 hours, a 
Brooklyn phone alarm was transmitted for a fire in a 
private dwelling in the East Flatbush area. Ladder 174 

arrived first-due and found no indication of a fire at the reported 
address. As the members exited the apparatus, they were met by 
two frantic residents, screaming that there was a fire around the 
block on East 57th Street, with people trapped inside the house.  

As their truck was being repositioned, the Ladder 174 inside 
team of Captain Patrick McEvoy, FF Timothy Meagher and Pro-

bationary FF Gregory Lawrence (detailed from Engine 257), 
followed a panicked civilian on foot almost a block and a half 
away to the correct address. As they approached, they could see 
a heavy smoke condition emanating from the first and second 
floors of a private dwelling.  

Engine 283 had repositioned their apparatus and Lieutenant 
Michael Cain was at the top of the front stairs with heavy, black 
smoke pushing from around the door as he waited for a hose-
line. Firefighter Meagher and the inside team ascended the open 

interior stairs as the first hose-line still was being stretched. 
On the second floor, they were met by a blinding smoke con-
dition and high heat from the fire burning below them. They 
forced entry into the second floor and were confronted with 
thick, black smoke and extreme heat, which drove them to 
the floor. Battling clutter, the inside team crawled through the 
darkened, second-floor rooms, searching for victims.  

Captain McEvoy located the first trapped occupant and 
transmitted over his radio that he found a victim. Firefighter 
Meagher heard this and made his way to the second-floor 
entrance door to assist in the occupant’s removal to the safety 
of the front porch. 

Knowing that other occupants still could be trapped inside 
the burning home, FF Meagher once again ascended the open 
interior stairs and re-entered the second floor to search for 
additional victims. Making his way through the blacked-out 
dining room under an intense heat condition, he found a sec-
ond unconscious occupant. Working alone, he dragged the 
victim 25 feet back to the front door where other members 
assisted in removing the person outside. (Regrettably, one of 
the two victims perished.) An exhausted, but determined, FF 
Meagher then re-entered the fire building a third time to con-
tinue searching for trapped civilians.

Firefighter Timothy Meagher operated directly over the 
fire in a high heat condition and zero visibility without the 
protection of a hose-line. The open interior stairs made his 
position even more perilous. However, despite the extreme 
and obvious dangers, he acted bravely, in the highest tra-
ditions of the New York City Fire Department. His actions 
undoubtedly saved a civilian’s life. He is presented with the 
Thomas E. Crimmins Medal.—RAW

Thomas E. Crimmins Medal

Firefighter Timothy Meagher
Ladder Company 174

December 3, 2019, 0611 hours, Box 75-2325, Brooklyn

Appointed to the FDNY on September 25, 2005. Previously assigned to Engine 283. Father, FF William L. Me-
agher, is retired from Ladder 113; uncle, Captain Michael Meagher, is retired from Engine 255; and brothers, 
FF Michael Meagher, is assigned to Engine 249, Lieutenant Thomas Meagher, is assigned to Battalion 27, 
Lieutenant Matthew Meagher, is assigned to Battalion 27, FF Joseph Meagher, is assigned to Engine 290, and 
FF Dennis Meagher, is assigned to Engine 283. Member of the FDNY Soccer Team. Resides on Staten Island 
with his wife, Brianne, and daughters, Haley and Shannon.

This is the route that FF Timothy Meagher took to remove two victims. He 
is being presented with the Thomas E. Crimmins Medal.
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When the tones go off during the holiday season and the 
housewatch alerts members of a reported fire, Fire-
fighters often wonder if it’s going to be food on the 

stove or a Christmas tree fire that puts residents in harm’s way. 
On December 21, 2019, Engine 95 and Ladder 36, located in the 
Inwood section of Upper Manhattan, turned out quickly for a 
reported fire on the second floor of a six-story multiple dwelling. 
As the units pulled into the block, there were no noticeable signs 
of fire at this large, H-type building, but the distinct odor of a job 
lingered in the air. 

As Ladder 36 arrived on the second floor, Lieutenant Kev-
in Mitchell and Firefighters Paul Oleaga (irons) and Andrew 
Guarrasi (extinguisher) noticed smoke pushing from the door of 
the fire apartment. The door was hot to the touch. The thermal 
imaging camera (TIC) indicated high heat, confirming that this 
was the fire apartment, and the 10-75 was transmitted.  

The irons team immediately went to work and forced multi-
ple locks to gain entry into the apartment. When the door was 
opened, the company was met with a high heat 
condition and dense, black smoke. Prior to en-
tering, they communicated with Engine 95 to 
control the door.  

The inside team then began its search. Lieu-
tenant Mitchell used the TIC to locate the fire 
toward the right of the apartment. He and FF 
Guarrasi proceeded in that direction, while FF 
Oleaga was directed to search off the left wall.  
The fire was located about six feet from the 
front door and it cut off the rear of the apart-
ment. FF Oleaga had met up with the other 
members trying to contain the fire with the ex-
tinguisher and attempting to locate a door to try 
to conceal the fire and keep it inside the room. 
While the extinguisher pushed back the heat 
and flames, FF Oleaga crawled toward the rear 
of the apartment.  

After he passed the fire, the extinguisher had 
been depleted, putting FF Oleaga in a danger-
ous situation. In zero visibility and high heat 
conditions, he pressed forward. As he made 
his way into the kitchen, he found a motionless 

woman on the floor. He yelled back to his Officer regarding the 
10-45 and immediately began to drag the victim back toward 
the front door.  

Shielding the victim with his body, he passed the fire again 
and handed the victim off to other members of the inside team. 
Although no hose-line was in place, he immediately put himself 
in harm’s way again as he ventured back into the apartment, past 
the uncontrolled fire, to continue his search. His valiant efforts 
paid off, as he located another victim at the end of the hallway 
near a bedroom door. A second 10-45 was transmitted and the 
victim was dragged back down the long hallway, just as Engine 
95 began knocking down the fire.

To rescue two victims, FF Oleaga put himself at risk, not 
once, but twice, without the protection of a charged hose-line. 
Although the victims unfortunately died, FF Paul Oleaga per-
formed in the highest traditions of the FDNY and is recognized 
with the Thomas A. Kenny Memorial Medal.—MNC

Firefighter Paul Oleaga, who passed fire twice to rescue two victims, is receiving the 
Thomas A. Kenny Memorial Medal. He is shown with other members of Ladder 36.

Thomas A. Kenny Memorial Medal

Firefighter Paul Oleaga
Ladder Company 36

December 21, 2019, 1143 hours, Box 1795, Manhattan

Assigned to the FDNY on January 15, 2006. Previously assigned to Ladder 52 and Engine 95. Member of the 
Hispanic Society. Studied Liberal Arts at City Tech and Display & Exhibit Design at the Fashion Institute of 
Technology. He resides in Manhattan.
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On the afternoon of December 30, 2018, Ladder 103 re-
sponded to a phone alarm. There was a heavy smoke con-
dition in the street and on arrival, Ladder 103 transmitted 

a 10-75 signal, reporting a fire on the top floor of a two-story, 
attached multiple dwelling. Exiting their apparatus, members 
were met by panicky civilians, who were yelling that people were 
trapped on the second floor. 

Heavy, black smoke was billowing out of the second-floor, 
dead man’s room window. The dead man’s room is an age-old 
Firefighter term, used to describe a front or rear room in a brown-
stone-type building that has only one interior exit into the hallway. 
Thus, the unfortunately named dead man’s room is of particular 
interest to experienced FDNY Firefighters because of this room’s 
inherent danger. Many fires have resulted in victims either at the 
window in need of rescue or unconscious due to the inability to 
get out. 

Captain Daniel Florenco, along with Ladder 103’s inside 

team—FFs Robert S. Puckett (forcible entry) and Peter Romeo 
(extinguisher)—went to the second-floor hallway and found the 
door pushing black smoke from around the frame. The walls, ceil-
ing and handrail were all on fire and tremendous waves of heat 
drove them down to the floor. 

Firefighter Puckett was ordered to force the door to gain access 
and start an aggressive search for the trapped occupants. With a 
true sense of focus, he entered the apartment and began his search 
without the protection of a hose-line. Captain Florenco and FF 
Romeo, with the extinguisher, worked their way forward toward 
the front end of the hallway, believing that the main body of the 
fire was in the vicinity of the dead man’s room.

Firefighter Puckett found himself searching and probing deep-
er into the apartment under a veil of dark, black, turbulent smoke. 
His aggressive move was validated when he found a trapped fe-
male occupant, now unconscious and burned, but alive. He was 
faced with the daunting task of removing and protecting her from 

additional injury in this rapidly deteriorating 
environment. He radioed that he had found a 
victim and prepared to remove her. 

The fire had burned through the rear door 
and began to roll over, where the smoke and 
gases at ceiling level ignited. In the blistering 
heat and now below rolling fire, FF Puckett 
began removing the woman from the fire area. 
Captain Florenco joined FF Puckett and assist-
ed with dragging the victim out of the rear door 
of the apartment. Firefighter Puckett led the 
way to the hallway and then down the stairs, 
where other members attended to the woman’s 
injuries and handed her off to EMS personnel. 

Although exhausted, FF Puckett re-entered 
the building with Captain Florenco and com-
pleted the primary search with negative results.

Firefighter Robert S. Puckett operated under 
difficult and dangerous conditions. His daring 
efforts resulted in a woman being rescued from 
certain demise. His brave actions have earned 
him the honor of being recognized with the 
Walter Scott Medal.—MD

Walter Scott Medal

Firefighter Robert S. Puckett
Ladder Company 103

December 30, 2018, 1451 hours, Box 75-1769, Brooklyn

Appointed to the FDNY on January 27, 2014. Served in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1996 to 2004 and achieved 
the rank of Sergeant. Holds a BA degree in Political Science from Columbia University. Resides in Middle Village, 
Queens, with his daughters, Lola Sam and Lucia Moon.

Shown are Ladder 103’s inside team—FF Peter D. Romeo, III, Captain Daniel C. Florenco 
and FF Robert S. Puckett--who operated at Brooklyn Box 75-1769. Firefighter Puckett res-
cued a woman at this incident and is being presented with the Walter Scott Medal.
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On Sunday, February 24, 2019, Engine Company 255 and 
Ladder Company 157 were dispatched first-due to a tele-
phone alarm at Box 2415 for a reported fire in a private 

dwelling in the Farragut section of Brooklyn. Of wood-frame 
construction, the building stood three stories high and measured 
20 by 80 feet.

On arrival, Ladder 157’s inside team--comprised 
of Captain Damien Martin and Firefighters Domi-
nick Muschello and Timothy J. Brunton--encountered 
heavy, black smoke pushing from the building’s first 
floor and basement windows. A frantic male occupant 
informed them that his two girls were trapped in the 
basement of the dwelling. A large orange glow was re-
flecting off the rear fence of the property, indicating 
that the rear exterior access was involved in fire.  

Arriving at the rear of the building, Ladder 157’s 
inside team found fire emanating from an eight- by 
10-foot room in the basement. The fire had extended 
to the rear wooden staircase that connected the first-
floor kitchen and the basement. This meant that the 
only means of egress for the two females trapped in 
the basement was cut off because they were behind the 
fire. 

Firefighter Brunton used the extinguisher to push 
back the flames of the fully involved rear staircase 
and fire room to gain access into the basement area. 
Without the protection of a hose-line and operating 
in high heat and zero visibility conditions, Firefight-
er Brunton rapidly searched toward the front of the 
basement apartment where he located and calmed the 
two trapped females in the front basement bedroom. 
Recognizing that the interior exit was not an option for 
removal of the victims, he located an alternative means 
of egress via a small bedroom window. With assistance 
from Ladder 157’s outside team, he was able to remove 
the two trapped victims. 

Firefighter Brunton exhibited exceptional initiative 
and bravery under dire circumstances, passing the fire 
and locating and removing the two female victims. He 
placed his personal safety in jeopardy as he successful-

ly carried out the rescue of two trapped occupants. His selfless 
actions reflect proudly on the New York City Fire Department 
and, today, Firefighter Timothy J. Brunton is presented with the 
John H. Prentice Medal.—JWD

Firefighter Timothy J. Brunton (right) is shown with FFs Kevin Diaz (detailed to 
Engine 281 at time of the photo), Michael Marchese, Rescue 4 (last tour in Ladder 
157), Patrick B. Rooney, Thomas P. Hudson and Timothy M. Collins. Firefighter 
Brunton is receiving the John H. Prentice Medal (his second for Medal Day) for 
locating and removing two female victims.

John H. Prentice Medal

Firefighter Timothy J. Brunton
Ladder Company 157

February 24, 2019, 2323 hours, Box 75-2415, Brooklyn

Appointed to the FDNY on September 12, 2004. Previously assigned to Engine 255. Father, Lieutenant Thomas 
Brunton, is retired from Engine 310; uncle, Captain Vincent, assigned to Ladder 105, was a line-of-duty death 
on 9/11; grandfather, Captain John Cregg, was assigned to Ladder 5 and is deceased; uncle, Captain Michael 
Brunton, is retired from Engine 240; cousins, FF Matthew Brunton, is assigned to Engine 280, and FF Sean 
Brunton is assigned to Engine 233; and brothers-in-law, FF Ryan Warnock is assigned to Rescue 1, and Lieu-
tenant Travis Gallagher is assigned to Division 13. Recipient of the Albert S. Johnston Medal and four Unit 
Citations. Holds a BA degree in History from Iona College. Resides in Breezy Point, New York, with his wife, 
Kelly, and their daughter, Kassidy, and twin sons, Thomas and Timothy. 



Fire Department, City of New York  •  Medal Day 2020

20

It is traditional in many fire service families for the sons and 
daughters to follow in the footsteps of their parents and/or 
siblings. Some go further and even effect a rescue, as did 

their relative. Such is the case with FF Conor Norman, Ladder 
120.

At 1858 hours on December 14, 2019, Engine 231/Ladder 
120/Battalion 44 were dispatched to a fire in a 13-story, Class 1, 
high-rise, fireproof multiple dwelling, located across the street 
from the firehouse. The response was quick and Captain Daniel 
W. Kudlak, Division 15, UFO Ladder 120, and Ladder 120’s 
chauffeur, FF Peter Carroll, exchanged size-up information: A 
smoke condition on the building exterior, a strong west/north-
west wind, a small group of civilians who seemed to be pointing 
toward the upper floors and a sidewalk shed that encircled the 
building, obstructing the view of members trying to access the 
main entrance.

Because of elevator problems, Ladder 120 used the B eleva-
tor car to transport equipment and members—Captain Kudlak 
and FFs Patrick Coraggio (irons), Joseph Ciaravino (extinguish-

er), Conor Norman (outside vent) and Andrew Eckstein (roof). 
Arriving on the 10th floor, Battalion Chief Jeffrey Meister, UFO 
Battalion 44, told the members that people were trapped in the 
fire apartment and smoke was reported on the 12th and 13th 
floors.

A woman at the open fire apartment door screamed that her 
baby was still inside and begged members to save him. Mem-
bers began removing the woman to safety when, in her anxiety 
and fear, she kicked open the controlled fire apartment door, 
causing members of the inside team to be blown to the floor by 
high heat and acrid smoke.

Due to the elevator problems, FF Norman was working with 
the inside team and entered the fire apartment, finding a heavy 
body of fire in the living room. Without the protection of a hose-
line, he advanced under, around and past the fire to access the 
hallway and beyond to the bedrooms. Performing a right-handed 
search down the hallway, he found a semi-conscious young man 
on the floor. The Firefighter transmitted the 10-45 and began 
victim removal.

Retracing his steps, FF Norman carried the vic-
tim toward the apartment door. Firefighter Ciar-
avino was holding back the fire as best he could 
with the extinguisher. He then shielded FF Nor-
man and the victim with his own body. Flames 
and heat surrounded all rescuers now and the liv-
ing room windows failed, resulting in deteriorat-
ing conditions and forcing all members to retreat 
to the controlled apartment door.

Engine 231 then entered the fire apartment and 
used their hose-line to extinguish the fire in the 
living room, allowing FF Norman to complete re-
moval of the victim. He transferred care to CFR-D 
members and then EMS members took over with 
care and transport to the hospital.

Firefighter Norman passed wind-impacted fire 
twice without the protection of a hose-line. Fur-
thermore, he knew that a second means of egress 
from the fire apartment was not an option. He has 
made his father (a retired Deputy Assistant Chief) 
and brother (a Lieutenant), as well as the FDNY, 
proud. For his tenacity and bravery, FF Conor 
Norman is presented with the Henry D. Brook-
man Medal.—JK

The members of Ladder 120—FFs Joe Ciaravino and Pete Carroll, Captain Daniel Kud-
lak, Division 15, and FFs Patrick Coraggio, detailed from Ladder 146, Andrew Eckstein 
and Conor Norman--are shown after rescuing a male from the fire apartment at Brooklyn 
Box 1674. Firefighter Conor Norman is receiving the Henry D. Brookman Medal for his 
actions at this incident. Photo by Brooklyn Dispatcher Brian Grogan.

Henry D. Brookman Medal

Firefighter Conor Norman
Ladder Company 120

December 14, 2019, 1858 hours, Box 77-1674, Brooklyn

Appointed to the FDNY on June 12, 2017. Father, Deputy Assistant Chief John W. Norman, III, Chief of the 
Special Operations Command (SOC), is retired and brother, Lieutenant John W. Norman, IV, is assigned to SOC. 
Holds a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from the University of Hawaii. Resides in Amityville, Long Island.
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It’s common in the Emergency Medical Service to expect the 
unexpected. On the cold, clear morning of January 22, 2019, 
around 0845 hours, Lieutenant Yahki L. Langford was as-

sisting a crew on a trauma job with a stable victim. He noticed 
smoke coming from the windows of three apartments on the fifth 
floor of a multiple dwelling across from his location. Without 
hesitation, the Lieutenant notified Dispatch of the fire 
location and advised that he was entering the 
building to evacuate the occupants.

Once Lieutenant Langford arrived 
on the fifth floor, he encountered a 
heavy smoke condition coming 
from the fire apartment’s door 
frame. He immediately start-
ed banging on the door as 
hard as he could. No one 
answered. He then pro-
ceeded to knock on the 
other apartment doors 
adjacent to the fire apart-
ment, while simultane-
ously contacting Brook-
lyn North and informing 
officials of the smoke con-
ditions on the floor. 

As Lieutenant Langford 
was evacuating the fire floor, 
screams from the building’s oc-
cupants could be heard during his 

radio transmissions. He continued to evacuate in an orderly pro-
cess, while remaining calm at all times. 

Fire suppression units then arrived at the fire floor. The Lieu-
tenant did not retreat, but remained on the floor until Firefighters 
confirmed that there were no fire apartment victims who required 
his assistance. Lieutenant Langford gave updates throughout the 

rescue, went downstairs and assumed the role of Medical 
Branch Director. 

Lieutenant Langford was in the right 
place at the right time for the occupants 

of this Bed-Stuy, Brooklyn, build-
ing. His immediate notification to 

the Dispatcher, advising of the 
need for fire resources, and his 
quick evacuation of the fire 
floor, resulted in multiple 
lives being saved. For his 
intelligent decision-mak-
ing and courage, Lieu-
tenant Yahki L. Langford 
is presented with the Chief 
Ulyses Grant Leadership 
Medal, which is bestowed 

on an EMS Officer who 
has displayed leadership and 

performed an outstanding act 
of bravery in the line of duty.—

MV

Chief Ulyses Grant Leadership Medal

Lieutenant Yahki L. Langford  
Station 57

January 22, 2019, 0842 hours, Brooklyn

Appointed to the FDNY as an Emergency Medical Technician on July 1, 2008. Previously assigned to Stations 39 
and 8. Studied Science at Medgar Evers College. Served in the U.S. Navy, assigned to aircraft carrier, USS John 
F. Kennedy. Former member of the FDNY Counterterrorism Team. Resides in Brooklyn with his son, Tyjaun.
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Housed in the Riverdale section of the Bronx, Engine 52/
Ladder 52 crews were beginning their day on Novem-
ber 4, 2019, when the tones struck for a reported fire on 

West 240th Street. On arrival, Lieutenant Gilbert M. Cabanas, 
Ladder 52, led his members to the reported sixth-floor fire apart-
ment at this irregular, seven-story, H-type multiple dwelling, in 
spite of civilians claiming that the roof was on fire.  

When they reached the sixth floor, no fire was showing. A  
search of the public hallway revealed the fire apartment door 
was discolored and puffing dense, black smoke. The 10-75 was 
transmitted as the door was being forced. Once the door was 

forced, Lieutenant Cabanas informed them that according to the 
CIDS information, the engine would be delayed in reaching the 
rear of the wing because a long stretch was required.   

As members entered, the team encountered heavy heat es-
caping from the apartment and they quickly controlled the door. 
Lieutenant Cabanas used the thermal imaging camera to help 
locate the fire as he led his team (FFs Manuel Boya and Roberto 
Flores) inside the apartment. Suddenly, they were cut off by the 
rapidly extending fire. The entire living room was ablaze and 
now Ladder 52 was receiving reports of people trapped in the 
rear bedroom. 

Lieutenant Cabanas ordered the can Firefighter to use 
the extinguisher to control the fire so he could attempt to 
pass it. As he tried to move past the fire, the room suddenly 
lit up, without warning, engulfed the Lieutenant in flames 
and threw him into the wall and the members. Burned and 
disoriented, he regained his composure, saw the intensity 
of the fire and pulled his team back to the safety of the pub-
lic hallway. While waiting for Engine 52 to get their hose-
line in place, there were reports of people hanging out the 
windows, preparing to jump. A roof rope rescue operation 
now was being set up.

Ensuring that his members were okay and despite re-
ceiving burns to his face and hands, Lieutenant Cabanas 
made a second attempt to get past the fire to the trapped 
victims. Conditions still were unbearable. Engine 52 had 
arrived and he instructed the nozzle team to push in toward 
the left to extinguish the large living room fire. Lieutenant 
Cabanas led Engine 52 down the hallway, made his way 
past the fire and went to search the opposite end of the 
apartment.  

Entering the rear bedroom with zero visibility, he found 
a female victim at the window and reassured her she would 
be safe. Lieutenant Cabanas then decided that the victim 
should be removed via the interior. He shielded her as the 
line still was knocking down the fire. A second victim was 
removed from another window via the aerial ladder. Both 
victims were transported to the hospital. 

Although burned, Lieutenant Gilbert M. Cabanas 
demonstrated Herculean efforts, putting the lives of others 
ahead of his own to effect this rescue. His heroism is recog-
nized with the Hispanic Society/23rd Street Fire Memorial 
Medal of Valor.—MNC

The terrible conditions under which FF Gilbert Cabanas operated when he 
rescued a female victim. He is receiving the Hispanic Society/23rd Street Fire 
Memorial Medal of Valor.

Hispanic Society/23rd Street  
Fire Memorial Medal of Valor

Lieutenant Gilbert M. Cabanas
Ladder Company 52

November 4, 2019, 0806 hours, Box 75-4981, Bronx

Appointed to the FDNY on May 5, 2002. Previously assigned to Engine 8 and Ladder 2. Member of the Holy 
Name Society and Mentorship Program. Holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from Marymount 
Manhattan College. Resides in Manhattan with his wife, Rose, and their sons, Justin and Marcus, and daughter, 
Hailey.
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There are few—if any—factors that motivate New York 
City Firefighters more than a report of children trapped 
by fire. In the late winter of 2019, FF Kyle A. Jones, along 

with the members of Engine 50 and Ladder 19, were faced with 
this exact scenario; they were confronted with a fire in a 21-sto-
ry, high-rise multiple dwelling, with several children trapped.  

As FDNY members began operating at the scene of the fire, 
the gravity of the situation became clear when FF Brian Mulroy, 
Ladder 19’s chauffeur, observed children waving frantically at a 
seventh-floor window.  Smoke was pushing out of the opening 
around them and they were screaming for help.  

Simultaneously, Ladder 19’s inside team—including FF 
Jones—was making its way toward the fire apartment on the 
seventh floor. Heavy smoke filled the public hallway and the 
fire apartment door was locked. Firefighter Jones immediately 
forced entry into the apartment and received orders from his Of-
ficer, Captain Francis Aughavin, to perform a right-hand search. 
The Captain and FF James Spencer, Engine 50, searched to the 
left.  

As he crawled down the apartment’s hallway on his hands 
and knees, FF Jones encountered a bedroom on his left-hand 
side that was fully involved 
in fire; flames were extend-
ing out into the hallway. He 
understood that passing this 
doorway, without a charged 
hose-line, meant that there 
would be no secondary 
means of egress on the other 
side; a dangerous maneuver. 
But he also knew that there 
were children in imminent 
peril and that his fellow Fire-
fighters in Engine 50 would 
stop at nothing to advance 
their hose-line behind him 
and extinguish the fire.  

Firefighter Jones dropped 
as low as he could and shot 
past the flaming door. Visi-
bility was zero as he contin-

ued down the hallway. Finally, he reached the back bedroom at 
the end of the hall and entered the room. The Firefighter quickly 
discovered a child lying on the floor in a semi-conscious state. 
He transmitted a signal 10-45 and began removing the child 
from the bedroom, shielding the victim with his own body as he 
passed the fire.  

After transferring care of the child to FDNY members in the 
public hallway, FF Jones returned to the back bedroom and was 
informed by Lieutenant Michael Conboy, Rescue 3, that two ad-
ditional children, who had been positioned at the window, had 
been secured. Firefighter Jones then located a fourth semi-con-
scious child on a bed. By this time, Engine 50 was advancing 
their hose-line and extinguishing the main body of fire, so FF 
Jones and Lieutenant Conboy decided to shelter the remaining 
victims in place.  

Firefighter Jones is a quiet professional who quickly dismiss-
es any accolades. But his courage in the face of danger saved a 
child’s life. His act of valor embodies the culture and traditions 
that bring great honor to the FDNY and it is for these reasons 
that FF Kyle A. Jones is presented with the M.J. Delehanty Med-
al.--JC 

This is the route that FF Kyle A. Jones took to save a child. He is being presented with the M.J. Delehanty 
Medal. 

M.J. Delehanty Medal

Firefighter Kyle A. Jones
Ladder Company 19

February 20, 2019, 1319 hours, Box 75-2764, Bronx

Appointed to the FDNY on August 5, 2007. Previously assigned to Engine 50. Father, FF George H. Jones, III, is 
retired from Engine 75; brother, FF George Jones, is assigned to Ladder 44; and uncle, Lieutenant Billy Hoag, 
is assigned to Engine 70. Member of the Emerald Society. Recipient of one Unit Citation. Holds a BS degree in 
Sports Management from Eastern Connecticut State University. Resides in Mahopac, New York, with his wife, 
Lindsey, and their sons, Spencer and Parker.
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On Wednesday, April 24, 2019, at 0242 hours, Engine 38 
and Ladder 51 responded first-due to Bronx Box 3695, 
for a reported fire on the 13th floor of a 14-story, fire-

proof multiple dwelling. When units arrived on-scene, a 10-77 
was transmitted for fire out the window on the 13th floor.

Ladder 51’s inside team for the night tour included Lieutenant 
John T. Cassidy and FFs Thomas Irizarry (irons) and Rostantin 
W. Kruczowy (extinguisher). They arrived on the 13th floor and 
were met with a smoke-filled hallway. Fleeing occupants from 
neighboring apartments directed the members to the fire apart-
ment and noted that they had not seen the occupant exit.

Given the time and after encountering several engaged locks 
on the fire apartment door, Ladder 51’s inside team was confi-
dent that someone was inside the apartment. After forcing the 
door, entry to the fire apartment was very difficult due to a large 
accumulation of items stored directly behind the door. Once in-
side, members encountered thick smoke, high heat conditions 
and a heavy clutter condition. They could feel the intensity of 
the fire coming from the hallway leading to the bedrooms and 
began their search in that direction.

While crawling down the long hallway, Ladder 51’s inside 
team could see fire rolling out of the first bedroom doorway into 
the hallway. Before they could reach the bedroom, they had to 
remove a bicycle, shopping cart and other contents from the nar-
row hallway. Arriving at the first bedroom door, FF Kruczowy 
used his extinguisher to hold the fire at bay, while Lieutenant 
Cassidy and FF Irizarry tried to clear debris away from the door 
in order to control it. However, the fire already had begun burn-
ing through the bedroom door.

With fire now lapping out into the hallway again and the 
occupant not yet accounted for, FF Kruczowy crawled past the 
first bedroom and located the door to the second bedroom. After 
forcibly pushing his way in, FF Kruczowy climbed over waist-
high clutter under high heat conditions just to enter the bedroom. 
He began his primary search and reaching the mattress, found 
no one on it. He continued to search in the vicinity of the bed 
and came across the occupant’s leg, in between the mattress and 
wall. The Firefighter alerted Lieutenant Cassidy of the 10-45 
and then began the arduous task of removing the unconscious 
victim, who was entangled in debris at the farthest point in the 

bedroom from the door.
Firefighter Kruczowy dragged the vic-

tim back over the clutter to the doorway, 
where he passed the woman through the 
partially opened door to FF Irizarry in the 
hallway. Conditions inside the apartment 
were worsening, but Engine 38’s hose-
line was entering the apartment. Engine 
38 opened their hose-line to protect FFs 
Kruczowy and Irizarry while they dragged 
the victim down the hallway toward the 
apartment door. Exiting the apartment, FF 
Kruczowy removed the victim and she re-
ceived pre-hospital care.

Initiative and heroic actions under 
intense conditions were exhibited by FF 
Kruczowy. Unfortunately, the woman ul-
timately perished. To honor his bravery, 
FF Rostantin W. Kruczowy is presented 
with the Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia 
Medal.—KC

Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia Medal

Firefighter Rostantin W. Kruczowy
Ladder Company 51

April 24, 2019, 0242 hours, Box 75-3695, Bronx
Appointed to the FDNY on January 14, 2013. Previously assigned to Engine 38. Father, FF Robert Kruczowy, is 
retired form Engine 96; brother, FF Matt Kruczowy, is assigned to Engine 62, and Godfather, Lieutenant Jimmy 
Byrnes, is assigned to Ladder 29. Recipient of the Lieutenant Kirby McElhearn Medal as an EMT. Attended SUNY 
Maritime. Resides in Huntington, Long Island.

Shown are FF Santiago Rosado, Lieutenant John Cassidy and FFs Rostantin W. Kruczowy, 
Thomas Irizzary, Kevin Wacha and David Holdampf. Firefighter Kruczowy is receiving the 
Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia Medal for removing a woman under intense fire conditions.
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At 0341 hours on April 14, 2019, Rescue 3 was spe-
cial-called, along with Ladder 38 and Battalion 27, to 
assist Engine 88 at Keating Hall, on the campus of Ford-

ham University. Keating Hall is a four-story, collegiate, Goth-
ic-style building with a 160-foot-tall bell tower in the center 
of its structure. Lieutenant Kevin Kouril, Engine 88, had spe-
cial-called the ladder company to assist in the removal of an 
injured woman, who had fallen through an open access panel in 
the bell tower, approximately 40 feet to the level below, about 
125 feet above street level. 

The Bronx Communications Office, with knowledge of the 
University’s campus, also assigned a Battalion Chief and the 
Rescue. Anticipating a high-angle rescue, FF Joseph S. Drury, 
Rescue 3’s extinguisher/entry Firefighter, donned a Class III har-
ness. On arrival, Lieutenant Thomas E. Clair, Rescue 3, reported 
to Battalion Chief Gregory Lehr, Battalion 27, and provided him 
with details of the woman’s fall. Use of a stokes basket was im-
possible because the staircases were in a tight, enclosed shaft. 
Additionally, because of the layout of the building, the tower 
was inaccessible from aerial and tower ladders. 

With their complement of high-angle 
equipment, Rescue 3 entered Keating Hall 
and proceeded up the spiral staircase, sin-
gle file. At the end of the spiral stairs was 
a 27-inch-wide, short-run scissor stairwell 
leading to the victim. Reaching the location, 
Rescue 3 found Engine 88, Ladder 38 and 
EMS members packaging the woman onto a 
long board. 

After a brief conference to discuss re-
moval options, Lieutenant Clair ordered his 
members to prepare a horizontal stokes bas-
ket lower via rope to circumvent the tower’s 
stairwells and told FF Drury that he would 
be the attendant. While members raised the 
stokes basket to their location via utility rope, 
FF Drury found an anchor point directly op-
posite the window that would be used for the 
removal. The woman quickly was lifted into 
the stokes basket and secured inside via dia-
mond-lashed webbing. A quick assessment of 
the victim prior to beginning the evolution de-
termined that she had gone into cardiac arrest. 

Firefighter Drury and the other members of Rescue 3 lift-
ed the stokes basket up and out the small window, ensuring the 
stokes bridle was evenly loaded. Assisted by Lieutenant Clair, 
FF Drury climbed onto the windowsill, securing himself to the 
bull ring of the bridle, and climbed out the window. Hanging 
precariously 95 feet above the transfer point, FF Drury leveled 
the stokes basket and maneuvered it past the 18-inch ledge so 
the members could begin lowering them to the roof below. Fire-
fighter Drury adjusted his attachment strap to put himself in a 
better position to provide aid to the woman during the approxi-
mately two-minute controlled descent. Once at the roof level, FF 
Drury detached the main and safety ropes from himself and the 
woman (who regrettably died) and continued aid until he was 
relieved by EMS personnel. 

Performing a unique and extremely dangerous operation, 
while continuing patient care during this complex, high-angle 
rope evolution, FF Joseph S. Drury exhibited his training and 
bravery. He is presented with the William F. Conran Medal.—
TM

Rescue 3 members are shown, left to right: FFs Joseph S. Drury, Timothy Wren, James Hodg-
es, Jeremy Cassel and William Hayes and Lieutenant Mickey Conboy. Firefighter Drury 
played a major role in the removal of a young woman from the Fordham University bell/ 
clock tower.

William F. Conran Medal

Firefighter Joseph S. Drury
Rescue Company 3

April 14, 2019, 0341 hours, Box 3375, Bronx
Appointed to the FDNY on December 5, 2004. Previously assigned to Engine 62 and Squad 252. Resides in Yon-
kers, New York.
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Engine 248 received a phone alarm for a fire in a top-floor 
apartment in a large, six-story, non-fireproof multiple 
dwelling on October 21, 2019, at 1524 hours. Engine 248 

was a few blocks away from the address and members knew that 
they would be operating alone initially because Ladder 113, the 
first-due truck, would be delayed. 

Lieutenant Anthony R. Holz, Battalion 33 (detailed to Engine 
248), knew that the reported address had four separate entrances 
and it was important to locate the correct one for the reported 
fire apartment. Once Lieutenant Holz determined the correct 
entrance, he relayed this information to the other members of 

Engine 248. After reaching the sixth floor via the stairway, the 
Officer located the fire apartment and saw smoke pulsating from 
the door jamb, causing a medium smoke condition in the public 
hallway. The fire apartment was the farthest from the street, so 
Lieutenant Holz knew it would be a long hose-line stretch. (It 
took 16 lengths to reach the fire apartment.) He advised Battal-
ion Chief Frank Abbatemarco, Battalion 41, to transmit a 10-75 
and informed his members of the fire location. 

Lieutenant Holz opened the closed, but unlocked, door. 
While entering the apartment, he heard moaning from the rear 
of the apartment and was met with high heat and heavy smoke, 
resulting in zero visibility. With a confirmed life hazard, he re-
alized he had to locate the victim, even though he was operating 
alone and without the protection of a hose-line. He performed a 
right-handed search and after going approximately 15 feet, he 
found fire in the kitchen. Lieutenant Holz was unable to confine 
the fire and informed Chief Abbatemarco and Engine 248 mem-
bers, who were stretching the hose-line. 

The Officer continued his search, passing the fire, and again 
heard moaning from the rear of the apartment. The moaning 
sounded like it was coming from a small child. As heat and 
smoke continued to intensify, Lieutenant Holz moved rapidly 
toward the moaning and made a right turn down the hallway 
toward the bedrooms. He found a young boy lying on the floor 
and transmitted a 10-45 to Chief Abbatemarco, telling the Chief 
that he was going to remove the child through the interior of the 
apartment. 

Lieutenant Holz picked up the child and began to retrace his 
steps to the front door, again passing fire that was extending 
from the kitchen. The fire was growing in intensity and he knew 
that he had to get to the apartment door before his path of egress 
was cut off. The Officer used his body to shield the child from 
the heat and smoke and made a push to the door. Exiting the 
apartment, Lieutenant Holz passed the child to Lieutenant Peter 
Tronolone, Engine 255. Lieutenant Holz then proceeded to su-
pervise Engine 248 with fire extinguishment. 

For his determined and aggressive actions, including pass-
ing the fire twice without the protection of a hose-line to res-
cue a young boy, Lieutenant Anthony R. Holz is presented with 
the Chief John J. McElligott Medal/FFs Fitzpatrick and Frisby 
Award.—NG

Lieutenant Anthony R. Holz operated at this building and rescued a 
young boy. He is receiving the Chief John J. McElligott Medal/FFs 
Fitzpatrick and Frisby Award.

Chief John J. McElligott Medal/
FFs Fitzpatrick and Frisby Award
Lieutenant Anthony R. Holz

Battalion 33 (assigned); Engine Company 248 (detailed)
October 21, 2019, 1524 hours, Box 75-1571, Brooklyn

Appointed to the FDNY on January 15, 2006. Previously assigned to Engines 5 and 92 as a Firefighter and Divi-
sion 15 as a Lieutenant. Cousin, FF Vincent Crupi, is assigned to Engine 247. Plays the trumpet for the Ceremo-
nial Unit. Attended Brooklyn College and the College of Staten Island. Resides in Manhattan.
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There are many reasons why people join the fire service: 
Camaraderie with other members, the willingness to 
serve and help others in need, desire to follow in their par-

ents’/siblings’ footsteps and the action/excitement that gets the 
adrenalin going. But when a Firefighter rescues someone, that 
is the icing on the cake and can be the highlight of one’s career. 
Many members experience a whole career and never participate 
in a rescue. Others, such as Lieutenant Victor Spadaro, just seem 
to be in the right place at the right time and facilitate numerous 
rescues throughout their careers.

Lieutenant Spadaro, Ladder 157, again reached that career 
pinnacle at Brooklyn Box 75-1571 on October 21, 2019. At 
1524 hours, his company was dispatched to a report of fire at a 
six-story multiple dwelling.

Arriving at the building, the Lieutenant entered with his 
forcible entry team—FFs Raymond Eger, detailed from Engine 
255, with the extinguisher, and Timothy Brunton with the irons. 
Firefighter Eger held back the fire in 
the kitchen area, while Lieutenant 
Spadaro and FF Brunton began a 
right-handed search. Moving down 
the hallway, they met up with Lieu-
tenant Anthony Holz, Engine 248, 
who was exiting with a toddler.

Continuing down the heavily 
charged, L-shaped hallway past the 
fire room, without the protection of 
a hand-line, their search of the bath-
room and far bedroom proved neg-
ative. The pair then retraced their 
steps, searching on the opposite side 
of the hallway.

Lieutenant Spadaro and FF Brun-
ton discovered the closed door to a 
second bedroom, which had been 
partitioned from a living room. 
A three-foot gap at the top of the 
partition wall at the apartment ceil-
ing caused this room to be fully 
charged with heat and potentially 
lethal, heavy, black smoke. Fire-
fighter Brunton searched right and 
Lieutenant Spadaro searched left, 

although he had to move in a diagonal direction due to heavy 
clutter and furniture in the room.

The Lieutenant then came upon a flipped-over crib and called 
the Firefighter to help him right it. Firefighter Brunton removed 
the crib and Lieutenant Spadaro then found an unconscious 
woman. Again, the Lieutenant called on FF Brunton for assis-
tance. The pair placed the victim in a seated position and FF 
Brunton threaded webbing around the woman’s torso and under-
neath her arms to facilitate her removal.

Lieutenant Spadaro, with FFs Brunton, Eger and Christopher 
Viviano (Ladder 157), carried the woman to the elevator, where 
EMS members provided care and transport to the hospital.

The Lieutenant put his own life in jeopardy, passing fire 
and searching for a victim without the protection of a charged 
hose-line in place. His efforts were rewarded when he rescued a 
female victim. For these reasons, Lieutenant Victor Spadaro is 
presented with the Thomas F. Dougherty Medal.--JK 

Ladder 157 operates at Brooklyn Box 55-3005, 2118 Flatbush Avenue, on April 17, 2019. Photo by 
Brooklyn Dispatcher Brian Grogan.

Thomas F. Dougherty Medal

Lieutenant Victor Spadaro
Ladder Company 157

October 21, 2019, 1524 hours, Box 75-1571, Brooklyn

Appointed to the FDNY on July 5, 1988. Previously assigned to Ladders 20 and 103 and Engine 290. Member of 
the Honor Legion. Recipient of the Columbia Association Medal, Emily Trevor/Mary B. Warren Medal and Unit 
Citations. Attended SCSU, Kingsboro Community College and Brooklyn College. Resides in Belle Harbor, New 
York, with his wife, Victoria McCool, and son, Matthew.
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On October 21, 2019, at 1524 hours, Ladder 157 received 
a ticket to respond first-due to a reported fire on an upper 
floor of a large, six-story, non-fireproof multiple dwell-

ing. This is normally a second-due Box for Ladder 157. As the 
inside team was ascending the interior stairs, Lieutenant Antho-
ny R. Holz, Engine 248, transmitted the 10-75. When the truck 
members reached the sixth floor, they encountered a medium 
smoke condition. Lieutenant Holz informed the truck members 
that there was a kitchen fire on the 
right side of the apartment, about 
15 feet in. 

The Ladder 157 members 
opened the fire apartment door 
and were met with heavy, black 
smoke, which completely filled 
the hallway. Firefighter Timothy J. 
Brunton, the irons Firefighter, and 
the rest of the inside team donned 
their facepieces and entered the 
apartment without the protection of 
a hose-line. Firefighter Raymond 
Eger used the extinguisher to con-
trol the kitchen fire, so that Lieu-
tenant Victor Spadaro and FF Brun-
ton could continue their primary 
search past the extending fire. They 
made a right-hand search, passing 
worsening conditions. They met up 
with Lieutenant Holz, who was car-
rying an unconscious toddler. 

Lieutenant Spadaro and FF 
Brunton continued down the 
L-shaped hallway and searched the 
rear bedroom and bathroom. Both 
rooms proved negative for victims. 
Firefighter Brunton continued his 
search in the heavily charged hall-
way with a high heat condition and 
located a second bedroom with a 
closed door. As the inside team 
entered the bedroom, FF Brunton 

checked behind the door and then made a right-hand search of 
the bedroom. 

After he finished searching his side of the bedroom, FF 
Brunton heard Lieutenant Spadaro ask for help in moving an 
upside-down crib. They flipped the crib on its side and FF Brun-
ton dragged it to the opposite side of the room. While in the 
process of moving the crib, Lieutenant Spadaro located an adult 
female against the far wall. As FF Brunton was coming back 

to assist his Officer, he discovered 
a young girl. Firefighter Brunton 
informed Lieutenant Spadaro of his 
10-45 and proceeded to carry her 
out of the bedroom and into the hall-
way, where he passed the child to FF 
Christopher Viviano, Ladder 157’s 
chauffeur. 

Firefighter Brunton was exhaust-
ed, but determined, and he re-en-
tered the bedroom to assist Lieu-
tenant Spadaro with victim removal. 
The Officer had flipped the motion-
less victim onto her back. He and FF 
Brunton managed to place the victim 
into a seated position and FF Brun-
ton used his rescue webbing to tie a 
girth hitch around the woman. Lieu-
tenant Spadaro called for assistance 
and FFs Eger and Viviano entered 
the bedroom to assist in the removal. 
The four members worked together 
to remove her from the apartment, 
down the hallway and into an ele-
vator. The victim was transferred 
to EMS members in the building’s 
lobby.

By removing a child and assist-
ing in the removal of another victim 
from a hot and smoky fire, FF Timo-
thy J. Brunton exhibited his courage. 
His actions are worthy of the Albert 
S. Johnston Medal.—NG

Firefighter Timothy J. Brunton shown in action. He found and 
removed a child and assisted in the removal of another victim. 
He is receiving the Albert S. Johnston Medal (his second for 
Medal Day) .

Albert S. Johnston Medal

Firefighter Timothy J. Brunton
Ladder Company 157

October 21, 2019, 1524 hours, Box 75-1571, Brooklyn
Appointed to the FDNY on September 12, 2004. Previously assigned to Engine 255. Father, Lieutenant Thomas 
Brunton, is retired from Engine 310; uncle, Captain Vincent, assigned to Ladder 105, was a line-of-duty death on 
9/11; grandfather, Captain John Cregg, was assigned to Ladder 5 and is deceased; uncle, Captain Michael Brun-
ton, is retired from Engine 240; cousins, FF Matthew Brunton, is assigned to Engine 280, and FF Sean Brunton 
is assigned to Engine 233; and brothers-in-law, FF Ryan Warnock is assigned to Rescue 1, and Lieutenant Travis 
Gallagher is assigned to Division 13. Recipient of the John H. Prentice Medal and four Unit Citations. Holds a BA 
degree in History from Iona College. Resides in Breezy Point, New York, with his wife, Kelly, and their daughter, 
Kassidy, and twin sons, Thomas and Timothy.
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At 0725 hours, December 12, 2018, Ladder 156 was 
dispatched to a phone alarm for smoke in a Brooklyn, 
five-story multiple dwelling. On arrival, the members 

of Ladder 156 were faced with a heavy smoke condition in the 
lobby. Ladder 156’s inside team was able to quickly identify 
the apartment as A2. As Firefighter Peter Haggerty, assigned 
to the extinguisher position, and Firefighter Paul Monahan, the 
forcible entry Firefighter, were preparing to force entry into the 
apartment, Lieutenant James Gervasi was receiving reports that 
the two occupants of the apartment were believed to still be in-
side.

Once the door was forced, the Ladder 156 crew members 
were faced with high heat and zero visibility from a heavy fire 
condition in the kitchen, extend-
ing into the interior hallway that 
leads deeper into the apartment. 
Firefighter Haggerty, a 15-year 
veteran with Ladder 156, posi-
tioned himself at the doorway 
to the kitchen and was able to 
suppress the fire enough to al-
low Lieutenant Gervasi and FF 
Monahan to get past the kitchen 
and begin a search in the back 
bedrooms. Firefighter Haggerty 
continued to discharge the ex-
tinguisher until the 2½ gallons 
of water were depleted. At this 
point, he began to search the liv-
ing room adjacent to the kitchen.

Passing fire, FF Haggerty en-
tered the living room and quickly 
discovered an unconscious fe-
male, who had suffered burns. He 
reported this 10-45 and prepared 
to transport the woman to safety. 
As he was removing her, he dis-
covered a second unconscious 
female. Hearing FF Haggerty’s 
radio transmissions, Lieutenant 
Gervasi and FF Monahan met up 
with him in the living room. FF 

Haggerty removed one victim and FF Monahan and Lieutenant 
Gervasi, assisted by Ladder 156’s outside vent Firefighter, re-
moved the other one.

Both women had to be shielded from the heat as they passed 
the kitchen because the narrow hallway could not accommodate 
hose-line operations and removal of the victims simultaneously. 
Once safely out of the apartment, the victims were handed to 
waiting EMS personnel for care and then transported to burn 
centers for medical treatment.

For his determination, courage and skill that led to the rescue 
of the two women, Firefighter Peter D. Haggerty is recognized 
with the Ner Tamid Society/Franklin Delano Roosevelt Med-
al.—CF

Ner Tamid Society/Franklin  
Delano Roosevelt Medal

Firefighter Peter D. Haggerty 
Ladder Company 156

December 12, 2018, 0725 hours, Box 75-3320, Brooklyn

Appointed to the FDNY on March 8, 2005. Member of the Emerald and Holy Name Societies and FDNY Rugby 
Team. Recipient of a Unit Citation, Service Rating A and Pre-Hospital Save. Attended St. Francis College; 
graduated as a Registered Nurse from St. Paul’s School of Nursing. Resides in Rockaway Park, New York, with 
daughters, MaCayla and Charlotte.

Ladder 156 operates at Brooklyn Box 77-3073, Kings Plaza, on September 17, 2018. Photo by Brooklyn 
Dispatcher Brian Grogan. 
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At 0238 hours on February 21, 2019, Paramedics Syl-
via M. Martinez and Kimberly L. Verspoor, Station 50 
U1, were assigned to a report of a victim with difficulty 

breathing and chest pain on the third floor of a multiple dwelling.
On arrival, they encountered a locked door and quick-

ly called for the assistance of Fire personnel and 
NYPD.  Engine 315 members forced entry, 
allowing access for both the police de-
partment and EMS. Once entry was 
made, the pair of Paramedics head-
ed for the third floor.  

As they approached the sec-
ond floor, the CO meter alerted 
and showed a reading of 500 
ppm. Paramedic Verspoor re-
mained on the second floor 
to triage a victim as Para-
medic Martinez continued 
on to the third floor. Here, 
she found the person who 
prompted the initial call and 
now the CO meter was read-
ing at 930 ppm. 

On the arrival of an addi-
tional unit, 50Y1, Paramedic 
Verspoor went to help Paramedic 
Martinez on the third floor. The team 

quickly assessed the victim and knew that a quick exit was im-
perative. Due to tight quarters and clutter, Paramedic Martinez 
lifted the victim under his arms and Paramedic Verspoor had his 
feet as they made their way down to the second floor.  

Once on the second floor, the man was placed in the 
stair chair and brought to the ambulance for 

pre-hospital care and interventions. Not feel-
ing well themselves, Paramedics Mar-

tinez and Verspoor attended to their 
call and transport to the hospital. 

After completion of transfer, both 
Paramedics were evaluated at 
the hospital and cleared back 
to duty.

Displaying superior dedi-
cation and teamwork and in 
spite of being hindered by 
clutter throughout the res-
idence, Paramedics Sylvia 
M. Martinez and Kimber-
ly L. Verspoor successfully 

treated and evacuated victims 
from a dangerous carbon mon-

oxide situation. For their ac-
tions, they are presented with the 

Tracy Allen-Lee Medal.—AF

Tracy Allen-Lee 
Medal

EMT-P 
Sylvia M. Martinez
Bureau of Training Station 50

February 21, 2019, 0238 hours, Queens

Appointed to the FDNY as an Emergency Medical Technician on April 2, 2007. 
Previously assigned to Stations 50 and 38. Recipient of numerous Pre-Hospi-
tal Saves. Holds an Associate’s degree from Queensborough Community Col-
lege. Resides in Queens Village, New York.

Appointed to the FDNY on April 7, 2008. Previously assigned to Station 47. 
Husband, Paramedic/Lieutenant Jason Verspoor, is assigned to Station 49 and 
received the Jack Pintchik Medal in 2013. They reside in Oakdale, Long Is-
land, with their sons, Cooper and Knox.

EMT-P 
Kimberly L. Verspoor
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The members of Engine 37 and Ladder 40 are very famil-
iar with a certain building located on West 125th Street. 
This Class III multiple dwelling presents various chal-

lenges because rehabilitative services are offered primarily to 
adults with a mental disability. In the early-morning hours of 
December 30, 2018, the alarm tones sounded in the quarters of 
Engine 37 and Ladder 40 and a response to this structure was 
announced, stating there was a fire in the building. 

As Ladder 40 arrived, Lieutenant Frederick S. Simms trans-
mitted a 10-75 for heavy fire visibly blowing out a window on the 
fourth floor. The Lieutenant sized up the building with Firefight-
ers Brian J. Usher (forcible entry) and Brian C. Rodriguez (ex-
tinguisher). Numerous people were seen on the front fire escape. 

The inside team proceeded to enter the building and arrived 
at the fourth-floor landing; the fire 
was located in apartment 4B. En-
tering the fire apartment, the inside 
team was met with heavy smoke, 
high heat and zero visibility. These 
punishing conditions warned of a 
very difficult search. FF Rodriguez 
began his search to the left, while 
Lieutenant Simms and FF Usher be-
gan their search to the right. 

Shortly after starting his search, 
FF Rodriguez came across the mo-
tionless body of an adult male and 
immediately transmitted a 10-45. 
As FF Rodriguez began dragging 
the victim toward the entrance door 
of the apartment, he was met by FF 
Usher. At this point, the fire had be-
gun to extend toward their position 
and no hose-line was in operation 
yet. The two Firefighters removed 
the victim to the public hallway and 
quickly determined that he was un-
conscious, not breathing and burned. 
The rescuers then carried the victim 
down to street level to EMS mem-
bers for aid. 

Reaching street level, Battalion Chief Stephen DeLoughry, 
Battalion 12, informed the Firefighters that EMS was not on-
scene yet. Using oxygen from the apparatus of Engine 37, FF 
Rodriguez began rescue breathing on the victim. After sever-
al minutes, the man was resuscitated. EMS personnel arrived 
shortly thereafter and assumed patient care. Firefighters Rodri-
guez and Usher returned to the fire apartment and continued 
their primary duties. 

FF Rodriguez’ actions on this early morning in December 
2018 exemplified bravery and dedication to the Department. 
He operated without the protection of a charged hose-line and 
placed himself in jeopardy to rescue a victim. For his heroic 
actions, FF Brian C. Rodriguez is presented with the Vincent J. 
Kane Medal.—AC

Photo of the burned fire apartment from which FF Brian C. Rodriguez rescued a man. He is being 
presented with the Vincent J. Kane Medal.

Vincent J. Kane Medal

Firefighter Brian C. Rodriguez
Ladder Company 40

December 30, 2018, 0357 hours, Box 75-1530, Manhattan

Appointed to the FDNY on December 29, 2014. Recipient of a Service Rating A. Served in the U.S. Marine Corps. 
Resides in the Bronx with daughters, Remi and Madelyn.
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A risk vs. reward analysis should be performed at every 
fire. As such, when searching for life, one must risk a 
lot. On January 5, 2019, this couldn’t ring more true. On 

this morning, Ladder 61 received a phone alarm for a fire lo-
cated in the Bronx. The ticket indicated the fire was on the fifth 
floor. While en route, the Bronx Dispatcher advised Ladder 61 of 
multiple calls. On arrival, a build-
ing resident met Ladder 61 in the 
lobby and directed members to the 
A stairwell, stating the fire was in 
an apartment on the fifth floor. The 
inside team, comprised of Captain 
Theodore J. Conroy and Firefight-
ers Joseph A. Aviles (irons) and 
Richard Gurecki (extinguisher), 
proceeded up the stairs.

Arriving at the apartment, Lad-
der 61 was met with zero visibility 
due to heavy smoke in the hallway. 
Captain Conroy proceeded to the 
fourth floor to verify the location 
of the fire apartment. With the lo-
cation verified, the inside team 
then exited the stairs and crawled 
down the hallway toward the fire 
apartment, the last apartment on 
the left. While advancing down 
the hall, Captain Conroy found the 
first 10-45 and removed the victim 
to the stairwell.

Ladder 61 then proceeded to en-
ter the apartment where members 
were met with heavy, black, acrid 
smoke, high heat and fire. Fire-
fighter Gurecki positioned himself 
outside the kitchen, attempting to 
contain the fire with the extinguish-
er, allowing Captain Conroy and 
FF Aviles to begin a right-hand-
ed search. They discovered beds 
in the living room and dressers in 

the hallway, contrary to the layout provided by Ladder 61’s roof 
Firefighter. Clutter conditions in the hall impeded their access 
to the rear bedrooms. Maneuvering past the obstacles, Captain 
Conroy came to the first door in the hall, which was locked. He 
ordered FF Aviles to force the door and search the room as he 
continued searching down the hall. 

Firefighter Aviles forced 
the door and began a search 
in what turned out to be a 
bathroom. As he swept the 
floor, he found an unconscious 
child, backed up against the 
bathtub. He transmitted the 
10-45 and removed the boy 
from the apartment via the 
interior stairs. Removing the 
child to the third floor, he real-
ized the boy was not breathing 
and initiated rescue breath-
ing, while carrying him down 
three flights of stairs to the 
street, resuscitating the victim 
to a semi-conscious state. The 
youngster was transported to 
the hospital.

Firefighter Aviles made a 
determined effort to rescue 
the trapped, unconscious child 
under dangerous conditions, 
putting himself in a precarious 
position. If not for his diligent 
and proficient actions, the 
outcome for the boy most cer-
tainly would have been tragic. 
Operating without a charged 
hose-line in place, FF Joseph 
A. Aviles risked his safety to 
achieve a greater reward. For 
these reasons, he is recognized 
with the Brummer Medal.—
JG

Brummer Medal

Firefighter Joseph A. Aviles
Ladder Company 61

January 5, 2019, 1015 hours, Box 10-77-4426, Bronx
Appointed to the FDNY on July 1, 2008, after serving as an Emergency Medical Technician since January 14, 
2005. Previously assigned to Engine 66. Member of the Hispanic Society and is President of FDNY Grappling. 
Serves as a Sergeant in the NY Army National Guard, with two years as a Scout and three years as a Sniper. At-
tended John Jay College of Criminal Justice. Resides in Brewster, New York, with his wife, Shinnikqua, and their 
son, Armani Joseph, and daughter, Amya.

FF Joseph A. Aviles after a job. He is receiving the Brummer Medal for 
putting himself in a precarious position to rescue an unconscious child.
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On January 5, 2019, Ladder 61 responded to a reported 
fire in the Co-op City section of the Bronx. Numerous 
callers said the fire was on the fifth floor of the 24-story 

building. Captain Theodore J. Conroy and his inside team--FFs 
Joseph Aviles (forcible entry) and Richard Gurecki (extinguish-
er)--went up the A stairs. Simultaneously, FF Jeffery McGov-
ern, outside vent, alerted Captain Conroy that dense smoke was 
pushing out windows on the fifth floor.    

Reaching the fifth-floor public hallway, the thick, toxic 
smoke obscured visible light. Captain Conroy went to the fourth 
floor to verify location of the G line of apartments. The smoked-
filled public hallway was a sign that the fire apartment door had 
been left open, but now Ladder 61’s Officer and inside team had 
essential information: The fire was in the last apartment on the 
left, though they had to crawl several feet in blackout conditions 
to reach it and before a hose-line was put in place.  

As the three members headed toward the fire, Captain Conroy 
came across a victim, just outside the fire apartment. He ensured 
that the fire apartment door was closed and removed the man to 
the safety of the public stairwell landing. He crawled back and 
rejoined the inside team, who had made 
their way into the fire apartment, where 
they were met with intense heat and fire 
extending from the kitchen into other 
parts of the apartment. The Captain then 
directed FF Gureki to hold back the fire 
with the portable extinguisher. 

Firefighter Daniel Santiago, the roof 
Firefighter, radioed the layout for the G 
line from the sixth floor directly above 
the fire apartment. He also conveyed wind 
conditions. Then, the roof Firefighter 
from Ladder 51, who was tending to the 
first victim, radioed Captain Conroy that 
the victim said other people were in the 
fire apartment. Captain Conroy and his 
crew crawled toward the bedrooms.

The Captain and his inside team found 
beds in the living room, but not the bed-
rooms. They worked their way back, 
encountering some obstructions. After 
clearing the area of clutter near FF Joseph 
Aviles, Captain Conroy located an open 

bedroom, but found no victims. Continuing his search, the Cap-
tain found a closed bedroom door and entered, finding a mother 
and two children. Firefighter Aviles radioed that he had found 
another child in the bathroom and was removing the victim to a 
lower floor. 

The mother said another child was in the previous bedroom. 
With FF McGovern sheltering the three confirmed victims still 
in the apartment behind a closed bedroom door, Captain Conroy 
retraced his path to the first bedroom, but still could not locate 
another child. He radioed FF Aviles to determine how many 
victims he removed in an attempt to get an accurate tally. Pro-
ceeding back to FF McGovern’s location, Captain Conroy deter-
mined there were three children in the apartment: One with FF 
Aviles and two with the mother. All reported victims had been 
found.  

Rescuing a family of five required a team effort. Individually, 
Captain Theodore J. Conroy’s actions, bravery, determination 
and ability to adjust to incoming information while in harm’s 
way were exceptional. For these reasons, he is presented with 
the Frank W. Kridel Medal.—SN

Captain Theodore J. Conroy and Ladder 61 members rescued a family of five. He is receiving the 
Frank W. Kridel Medal (his second for Medal Day). Shown left to right are FFs Richard Gurecki, 
Joseph Aviles and Shayne Labianca, Captain Theodore J. Conroy and FFs Paul Hunt, Jeff Mc-
Govern and in the front row, Daniel Santiago.

Frank W. Kridel Medal

Captain Theodore J. Conroy
Ladder Company 61

January 5, 2019, 1015 hours, Box 10-77-4426, Bronx

Appointed to the FDNY on January 27, 2002. Previously assigned to Ladder 32 as a FF and Ladder 39 as a Lieu-
tenant. Father, FF Thomas J. Conroy, is retired from Rescue 3; brother, FF Thomas J. Conroy, Jr., is assigned 
to Rescue 3; grandfather, FF Francis A. Conroy, is retired from Ladder 147; grand uncle, FF John Conroy, is 
retired from Ladder 174; and uncle, Joseph Castiglie, is retired from Engine 209.  Recipient of the Frank W. 
Kridel Medal, two Unit Citations and two Pre-Hospital Saves. Holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business from Ba-
ruch College. Resides in Montgomery, New York, with his wife, Dawn, and children, Mason and Logan O’Brien. 
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Firefighter Daniel R. Foley was destined to work in Res-
cue 3. On September 11, 2001, he was on light duty, as-
signed as the RAC 3 Firefighter, which was quartered 

with Rescue 3. On that fateful morning, he watched longingly 
as his brother, Tommy, climbed aboard Rescue 3’s apparatus on 
his way to Box 55-8087—his final alarm.  Firefighter Tommy 
Foley died in the line of duty at the World Trade Center while 
serving his City and nation. He stood for everything that is good 
in this world and FF Danny Foley was determined to follow in 
his brother’s footsteps as a Firefighter in Rescue 3. So, it is only 
fitting that on FF Danny Foley’s last day working in Rescue 3, 
he would be cited for lifesaving bravery for the 11th time in his 
career.  

As Rescue 3 was arriving at Bronx Box 2764, FF Foley could 
see several small hands waving 
frantically through a child gate 
in a seventh-floor window of 
a 21-story multiple dwelling. 
Thick smoke billowed from the 
window.  Nothing could have 
been more urgent—children 
were trapped inside a burning 
apartment. But FF Foley was 
an experienced Firefighter with 
a default-aggressive mind-set. 
With robotic professionalism, 
he ascended to the fire floor. 

Exiting the attack stairway 
on the seventh floor, FF Fo-
ley was forced to his knees to 
don his facepiece. Conditions 
in the public hallway were se-
vere, which only intensified 
his resolve to reach the chil-
dren in the fire apartment. As 
he entered the fire apartment, 
he heard Ladder 19’s Officer 
transmit a 10-45 and soon he 
could see members through his 
thermal imaging camera (TIC) 
removing a limp body through 

the apartment’s living room. He also could see high heat—in-
dicated in red on his TIC—blowing out of a bedroom doorway, 
which was blocking access to the back bedroom where the 
trapped children were clinging to life.  

Crawling on his hands and knees to stay below the scorching 
heat, the Firefighter made his move. As he maneuvered past the 
fire room, he was able to close the door, buying time for Engine 
50 to advance their hose-line. As he entered the rear bedroom, he 
methodically searched through the thick, black smoke. Just then, 
he located two young children, who were huddled together at a 
window. One of the girls had lost consciousness and the other 
was fading quickly. 

Firefighter Foley calculated that passing the fire again with 
the two girls might expose them to a lethal dose of toxic smoke 

and heat, so he decided to shel-
ter them in place while En-
gine 50 aggressively attacked 
the fire. The gamble paid off. 
Moments later, the fire was 
knocked down and members 
of Rescue 3 and Ladder 19 
were able to remove the vic-
tims from the fire apartment 
and deliver them to the expert 
care of EMS members.  

Tragically, after a long 
battle with World Trade Cen-
ter-related pancreatic cancer, 
FF Foley became the second 
member of his family to lay 
down his life for his City and 
nation. He will never be for-
gotten and his spirit—as well 
as his brother, Tommy’s—
will live on in the quarters of 
Rescue 3 for eternity. Posthu-
mously, FF Daniel R. Foley 
is presented with the Emerald 
Society Medal.—JC

Emerald Society Medal 
(Awarded Posthumously)

Firefighter Daniel R. Foley
Rescue Company 3

February 20, 2019, 1322 hours, Box 75-2764, Bronx

Appointed to the FDNY on February 16, 1999. Previously assigned to Engine 68 and Ladder 49. Brother, FF 
Thomas Foley, was killed on 9/11. Was a member of the Emerald Society. Recipient of the Henry D. Brookman 
Medal, Walter Scott Medal and the Firefighter Thomas R. Elsasser Memorial Medal. Held a Bachelor’s degree 
from Iona College. Resided in New Rochelle, New York, with his wife, Carrie, and their five children, Erin, Kiera, 
Brianne, Kendall and Thomas.  

The brothers Foley—Tommy (left) and Danny (right)—in much happier 
times. Firefighter Daniel R. Foley is being honored posthumously for res-
cuing two young girls from a fire apartment.
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On a clear, hot summer night at 0300 hours, Ladder 138 
received an alarm for a fire in the Corona section of 
Queens. Firefighter Edwin J. Rodriguez has been work-

ing in Corona for several years and knows the area well. He un-
derstands the complexities of the buildings in the area and how 
dangerous they can be for civilians and Firefighters.

A 10-75 was transmitted for a fire on the fifth floor of the 
six-story, occupied multiple dwelling. When FF Rodriguez and 
the remainder of his team, Captain John Speck and FF Joseph 
Zanca, arrived at the fire apartment, they observed smoke push-
ing out from under the door. Firefighter Rodriguez knew the 
difficulties of stretching the hose-line in a building of this size.  

Hearing reports of multiple civilians inside the apartment, 
Captain Speck and Firefighters Rodriguez and Zanca opened 
the front door to the apartment and began their search of the 
large, two-bedroom residence without the protection of a hose-
line. Firefighter Rodriguez navigated through 
the smoke and heat, passing the fire in the front 
room as he headed to a rear bedroom. Before en-
tering the building, FF Rodriguez had observed 
a female victim at the window of this bedroom.  

Once inside the 100-square-foot bedroom, he 
closed the door and searched for victims. With 
the door to the room partially burnt away, FF 
Rodriguez could feel the heat from the expand-
ing fire. He made it to the window, where the 
woman last had been seen.  He was relieved to 
find that she was safely in the bucket and now 
was being lowered via tower ladder. The Fire-
fighter finished searching the room and contin-
ued onto the neighboring bedroom to reconvene 
with the remainder of his firefighting unit.

While proceeding to the adjoining bedroom, 
FF Rodriguez heard his Captain transmit a 10-
45 to the Incident Commander (IC), indicating 
a found victim. Firefighter Rodriguez hurried to 
assist the rest of his unit with removal of the vic-
tim. Once the victim was removed from danger, 
FF Rodriguez remained in the clutter-filled bed-
room to continue with a search.  

Firefighter Rodriguez navigated the clut-
tered bedroom and discovered a motionless man 
wedged between a bed and a dresser. He imme-

diately radioed a 10-45 to the IC and began removing the vic-
tim. Firefighter Rodriguez was able to bring the victim to the 
living room by himself, where he was met by other Firefighters 
who assisted with the removal. Once outside the apartment, FF 
Rodriguez provided care to the victim until relieved by another 
unit. 

The physically drained FF Rodriguez heard transmissions of 
a possible child still trapped in the apartment. The consummate 
Firefighter, he returned to the apartment to continue his search 
and firefighting duties. Finding no additional victims, the ex-
hausted FF Rodriguez returned to the hallway to assist with the 
victim whom he had extricated moments earlier. Regrettably, the 
male victim died.     

In recognition of his courageous and remarkable rescue ef-
forts, FF Edwin J. Rodriguez is honored today with the Chief 
Wesley Williams Medal.—SR

Ladder 138 in action at Queens Box 8388. Firefighter Edwin J. Rodriguez, a member of 
Ladder 138, is receiving the Chief Wesley Williams Medal for his remarkable rescue efforts 
of a male victim. Photo by EMS Lieutenant Kyra Neeley King. 

Chief Wesley Williams Medal 

Firefighter Edwin J. Rodriguez
Ladder Company 138

July 29, 2019, 0300 hours, Box 75-7957, Queens

Appointed to the FDNY on December 28, 2015. Cousin, FF Michael Taveras, is assigned to Engine 309. Member 
of the Hispanic Society. Holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Physical Education from Queens College. Resides 
in Bayside, New York.
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In the early hours of July 29, 2019, Engine 289 and Ladder 
138 received a phone alarm for Box 7957 in Corona, Queens. 
The run was dispatched at 0300 hours and shortly after, the 

companies were notified that the Dispatcher was loading up the 
Box, due to the quantity and quality of the incoming calls. 

On arrival, Ladder 138 members conducted a size-up and 
observed a victim hanging out of the fifth-floor window on the 
exposure #4 side of the building. Captain John Speck ordered 
the inside team to the fire apartment to rescue the victims. Fire-
fighters Joseph A. Zanca, with the extinguisher, and Edwin Ro-
driguez proceeded to ascend the interior stair to the fifth floor of 
the B wing. 

Arriving on the fifth floor, the doorway to the fire apartment 
was pushing smoke. The team members then donned their SCBA 
and made entry into the apartment. Due to the intense heat and 

smoke conditions, members were forced to their knees as they 
made entry and began their primary search. Numerous civilian 
reports, in addition to the handie-talkie transmissions, indicated 
there were several individuals trapped in this apartment. 

One immediate objective was to locate the civilian who was 
seen at the window. Members pushed into the fire area. Just feet 
into the apartment, they were met with heavy fire, which was 
held back by FF Zanca. He then passed the fire and crawled into 
the first bedroom in search of the victim. After discovering that 
the female victim was safely removed via Ladder 138’s bucket, 
he continued to vigorously search as additional reports indicated 
that a child could be in this room as well. 

As additional information was received regarding two males 
still in the apartment, the inside team moved from the first bed-
room and out past the fire, without the protection of a hose-line, 

and into the second bedroom. Firefighter 
Zanca searched and found a male vic-
tim on the bed. He pulled the man to the 
floor and began removing him to safety 
through a substantial clutter condition. 
As Engine 289 positioned the hose-
line, FF Zanca dragged the victim out of 
the apartment and into the hallway. He 
passed off care to the CFR-D engine. 
Unfortunately, the man ultimately ex-
pired. 

Recognizing his heroism, Acting Bat-
talion Chief Carmine Calderaro, Battal-
ion 46, stated that “given the circum-
stances, FF Joseph Zanca went above 
and beyond the call of duty in accom-
plishing this task. FF Zanca had to make 
an aggressive search past the fire and 
into the bedroom. He did not hesitate to 
take action and enter the bedroom to find 
the victim and quickly start the removal 
process.” It is in the finest traditions of 
Ladder Company 138 and the New York 
City Fire Department that FF Joseph A. 
Zanca is presented with the Holy Name 
Society Medal (Brooklyn/Queens).—TW

Diagram depicts the route that Firefighter Joseph A. Zanca took to rescue a male victim from a fire 
apartment without the protection of a charged hose-line. He is receiving the Holy Name Society 
Medal (Brooklyn/Queens) for his bravery.

Holy Name Society Medal  
(Brooklyn/Queens) 

Firefighter Joseph A. Zanca
Ladder Company 138

Appointed to the FDNY on December 12, 2016. Member of the Hispanic Society. Holds a BA degree in Economics 
from Queens College. Resides in New Hyde Park, Long Island.

July 29, 2019, 0300 hours, Box 75-7957, Queens
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Attaining the rank of Paramedic is no easy task. Mem-
bers are trained to perform lifesaving techniques at any 
time in a pre-hospital setting that produces unique and 

dynamic challenges for any healthcare provider. Evaluating pa-
tients, deciphering cardiograph rhythms, administering precise 
amounts of medications, defibrillation, IV catheters, intubation 
to maintain airways and sustaining situational awareness to keep 
themselves safe are just a few of the tasks they perform on a 
daily basis.  

As trained FDNY Paramedics, both Lieutenant Alicia B. 
Elkadi, with 14 years of experience, and Paramedic Dukens R. 
Jean Baptiste, with 10 years on the job, were ready for a unique 
assignment that tested their resolve on a cold and cloudy January 
21, 2019, afternoon. 

Lieutenant Elkadi, Station 55, and Paramedic 
Jean Baptiste, Station 54, checked out their ve-
hicle at the start of the day, ensuring that all 
of the lifesaving equipment onboard their 
ambulance was in proper working condi-
tion and the medications were fully stocked 
and up to date. After responding to several 
assignments during the day, the following 
EMS call was transmitted over the radio at 
1229 hours: Five Zero Young, respond to a 
reported unconscious. Be advised, possible 
multiple patients at location.  

Conditions 542 Lieutenant Patricia Foley 
also was assigned and as these members re-
sponded to the scene, many scenarios went 
through their minds.   

Arriving at a multiple dwelling in Queens, the crew members 
made contact with two adults and two pediatric patients in front 
of the location. As the victims were evaluated, it was determined 
that they had signs and symptoms consistent with carbon mon-
oxide exposure. Recognizing the building from which the vic-
tims had emerged, Paramedic Jean Baptiste continued patient 
care, while Lieutenant Elkadi entered the location. Her carbon 
monoxide meter alarm immediately was triggered, warning her 
of the high levels of carbon monoxide, confirming what the two 
Paramedics had suspected. Without hesitation, she proceeded to 
alert and evacuate approximately 20 of the building’s residents, 
preventing additional exposure to the deadly gas. 

On this assignment, Lieutenant Foley requested Haz-Tac unit 
52 Henry Tour 2, operated by EMTs Kevin McKeon and 

Kevin Steinle, as well as 54 Edward Tour 2, operat-
ed by EMTs Graciela Cuevas DeLeon and Tyara 

Butcher, for assistance with pre-hospital care 
and transport.  

Thanks to the quick thinking and selfless 
actions by Lieutenant Elkadi and Paramed-
ic Jean Baptiste, proceeding into a known, 
deadly gas environment to warn the res-
idents (including children) and evacuate 
them, they prevented an even larger victim 
count, including a potential loss of life that 
could have occurred. In recognition of their 
superior decision-making, Lieutenant Ali-

cia B. Elkadi and Paramedic Dukens R. Jean 
Baptiste are presented with the Chief James 

Scullion Medal.—TM

Lieutenant 
Alicia B. Elkadi
Station 55 Station 54

January 21, 2019, 1229 hours, Queens

Appointed to the FDNY as an Emergency Medical Technician on July 12, 
2010. Previously assigned to Station 39. Attended the Borough of Manhattan 
Community College and Brooklyn College. Resides in West Hempstead, Long 
Island.

Appointed to the FDNY as an Emergency Medical Technician on May 11, 
2006. Previously assigned to Stations 50 and 54. Recipient of multiple 
Pre-Hospital Saves. Attended John Jay College of Criminal Justice. Resides 
in Wantagh, Long Island.

Chief James 
Scullion Medal

EMT-P  
Dukens R. Jean Baptiste
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It was a frigid beginning to February 2019, and the Bronx 
Vikings already had responded to an early-morning blaze 
where multiple frozen hydrants had been encountered. Fire-

fighter Lirim Begai was coming to the end of his night tour in 
Ladder 61, when members received a first-due phone alarm 
for smoke on the upper floors of a 26-story, fireproof multiple 
dwelling. Class 1, high-rise buildings such as this one are found 
throughout Co-op City and are Engine 66’s and Ladder 61’s 
bread and butter responses.

The Officers of Engine 66 and Ladder 61 noticed smoke 
pushing from the 22nd floor and notified Battalion Chief Wil-
liam Bonasera, Battalion 20, who then transmitted the 10-77. 
Ladder 61 recalled the elevators to the lobby and headed up to 
the 20th floor. They made their way up the stairs to the 22nd 

floor, where they were met with heavy, black smoke, pushing 
around the door frame on apartment 22A.

Lieutenant Ronald Littlejohn, Ladder 61, confirmed with 
Captain Paul Newman, Engine 66, the apartment number and 
FF Begai began forcing the door to the apartment with the assis-
tance of FF Clinton Hall (Engine 66, detailed to Ladder 61). As 
the multi-lock steel door began to give, Ladder 61 was hit with 
heavy heat as the visibility rapidly reduced to nothing. This is 
when Ladder 61 members realized they had more to deal with 
than just the fire in the apartment. The door had been forced, but 
would open only 16 inches, no matter what the members tried. 
It was at this point they realized there were heavy clutter condi-
tions in the fire apartment, which was going to hamper normal 
operating procedures.

Realizing the severity of the situation, 
FF Begai used his training and performed 
a swim move to gain entry into the apart-
ment. He began a right-handed search in 
zero visibility conditions and soon en-
countered the fire, which was consum-
ing the kitchen and adjacent dining area. 
The Firefighter passed the main body of 
fire and continued his search, all with-
out the protection of a hose-line. As FF 
Begai progressed forward in rapidly de-
teriorating conditions, he encountered a 
semi-conscious female on the floor of the 
living room. He transmitted the 10-45 and 
began dragging the victim, over the clut-
ter, past the main body of fire, eventually 
carrying her down to the 20th floor, where 
he transferred her care to Engine 89.

Thanks to his determination and 
knowledge of the buildings in his re-
sponse area, FF Begai rescued a trapped 
occupant, operating without the protec-
tion of a hose-line, putting himself in dan-
ger. For upholding the highest traditions 
of the FDNY, FF Lirim Begai is presented 
with the Captain Denis W. Lane Memorial 
Medal.—JT

Shown are Ladder 61 members, FF Rashaad Taylor, Lieutenant Littlejohn and FFs Kaylin Reid 
(Engine 66), Clinton Hall (Engine 66), Lirim Begai and German Rivera. Firefighter Begai dragged 
a female victim over clutter to safety. He is receiving the Captain Denis W. Lane Memorial Medal. 

Captain Denis W. Lane 
Memorial Medal

Firefighter Lirim Begai 
Ladder Company 61

Appointed to the FDNY on December 12, 2016. Attended CUNY at the College of Staten Island. Resides in West 
Babylon, Long Island, with his wife, Samantha, and stepdaughter, Olyvia Carrasquillo, and son, Lucas.

February 1, 2019, 0840 hours, Box 75-4331, Bronx
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Uniformed Fire Officers 
Association Medal

The 1800 hour roll call was being concluded when the 
tones alerted the members of Squad 270 for a report of a 
house fire. On this March 22, 2019, Friday evening, the 

members quickly donned their gear and responded. Normally 
second-due to this Box, Squad 270 arrived at the scene first, 
avoiding heavy traffic on other roadways that other responding 
units encountered. 

Lieutenant Michael J. Brady, Squad 270, transmitted the 10-
75 and quickly sized up the structure, 
a three-story taxpayer with apart-
ments on both the second and third 
floors. Smoke was emanating from 
the top-floor windows on the expo-
sure #1 and #4 sides of the building. 
As his members began to stretch a 
1-3/4-inch hose-line to the entrance, 
the Lieutenant entered the building 
to locate the most effective route to 
stretch that line to the fire apartment. 

While climbing the stairs to the 
second floor, Lieutenant Brady was 
informed by his chauffeur, FF John 
Hoffman, that a woman and child 
were seen at a top-floor window on 
the exposure #4 side. The Officer 
continued his climb to the third floor 
and immediately was met by heavy 
smoke. Without a hose-line in place, 
Lieutenant Brady entered the fire 
apartment and began a search. He 
quickly encountered high heat and 
the bright glow of the fire, which was 
located in an open kitchen area. Still 
with no line in place, he crawled past 
the fire and entered a bedroom, where 
he found two victims—a woman and 
a young child. He immediately moved 
them to a window and was joined by 
Lieutenant Travis Gallagher, Engine 
308. 

In an effort to secure fresh air for the victims, Lieutenants 
Brady and Gallagher vented two windows in the front room be-
fore the hose-line was in place. This introduction of air revealed 
a burning mattress in the room. Lieutenant Gallagher removed 
the mattress from the room, re-entered and isolated the room by 
shutting the bedroom door. Lieutenant Brady attempted to gain 
control of the woman and child by bringing them to an open 
window. 

At this point, the only option 
was to shelter in place with the two 
victims, who were in a state of pan-
ic and continued to pull away from 
the Lieutenants. The two Officers 
worked in tandem to calm the wom-
an and assure her that she and the 
child were in good hands. The Lad-
der 126 inside team soon entered the 
room and an aerial ladder was placed 
to the third-floor window by the Lad-
der 126 chauffeur. Lieutenant Brady 
then assisted the inside team in re-
moving the two occupants through 
the window and onto the aerial lad-
der where they were assisted to the 
ground by members of the Ladder 
126 outside team. 

Thanks to Lieutenant Brady’s 
experience, training and, above all, 
his heroism for passing the main 
body of fire without the protection 
of a hose-line, he was able to bring 
this life-threatening situation to a 
successful conclusion by rescuing 
a woman and child. It is with great 
pride that the Fire Department of 
the City of New York presents Lieu-
tenant Michael J. Brady the Uni-
formed Fire Officers Association 
Medal.—JB

This is the route that Lieutenant Michael J. Brady took to 
rescue a woman and child. He is being presented with the 
Uniformed Fire Officers Association Medal.

Lieutenant Michael J. Brady
Squad Company 270

March 22, 2019, 1900 hours, Box 75-6058, Queens

Appointed to the FDNY on June 15, 1990. Previously assigned to Engines 230 and 266, Ladder 103, Rescue 
2 and FieldComm as a Firefighter and Ladder 102 as a Lieutenant. Brothers, FFs Peter Brady, is retired from 
Ladder 147 and Kenneth Brady, is retired from Ladder 137; nephews, FF James Brady is retired from Rescue 2, 
Lieutenant Brian Brady is assigned to Engine 28, FF Peter Brady, Jr., is assigned to Rescue 2 and FF Patrick 
Brady is assigned to Engine 227; and brother-in-law, Captain Edward Smith, was assigned to Engine 254 and is 
deceased. Member of the Holy Name and Emerald Societies. Recipient of Unit Citations. Holds a BS degree in 
Business Administration from SUNY at New Paltz. Resides in Sayville, Long Island, with his wife, Jill, and their 
children, Kathryn, Timothy and Meghan.
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Engine 62 and Ladder 32 were drilling with their newer 
members on forcible entry and search, unaware that a few 
hours later, these skills would be tested. It was 0625 hours 

when the tones rang out for Box 3466, a 23-story, high-rise mul-
tiple dwelling, with a report of smoke on the 15th floor. 

Firefighter Thomas M. Brogan, Ladder 32, knew this build-
ing well, because it was the site of his first working fire as a 
Probie. While en route, the Bronx Dispatcher informed both 
companies that the fire apartment housed a handicapped person.

Captain Joseph Castellano, Engine 62, reached the fire apart-
ment first and confirmed the location via radio to Battalion Chief 
William Carroll, Battalion 27 (detailed from Division 7). Reach-
ing the apartment, Ladder 32’s inside team was met with thick, 
black smoke pushing out from around the door. 

Lieutenant Sean Mannion, Ladder 32, and FF Brogan began 
to mask up, while FF Karim Washington quickly began forc-
ing the door, knowing there was a disabled victim trapped in-
side. As FF Washington popped the door open, a wall of thick, 

black smoke and heat rolled out. With zero visibility and high 
heat conditions, Lieutenant Mannion and FF Brogan entered the 
apartment, while FF Washington masked up to enter.

Ladder 32’s inside team then heard there would be a delay 
in supplying the standpipe system because of construction out-
side the building. Even though Engine 62 was able to get their 
hose-line into position quickly, they had no water pressure and 
notified all units. 

Firefighter Brogan started a left-handed search, as FF Vincent 
A. Musacchio, Ladder 32’s roof Firefighter, radioed a detailed 
layout of the fire apartment. With this information, FF Brogan 
now could visualize the apartment through which he was crawl-
ing. Making his way down the hall, the punishing heat continued 
to intensify, forcing him closer to the floor. With fire rolling over 
his head, FF Brogan knew he was heading toward the seat of 
the fire. 

Finally reaching the end of the hall, the Firefighter found an 
unconscious woman at the doorway to a bedroom fully involved 

with fire. Pulling her through some 
clutter, he knew the dangers: No hose-
line moving in for protection and a 
bedroom window that could fail at any 
second, making this already untenable 
fire apartment fatal to both himself and 
the victim. Dragging the woman away 
from the fire, he called out, 10-45, to 
Lieutenant Mannion and FF Washing-
ton. Firefighter Washington crawled 
toward FF Brogan and transmitted the 
10-45 over his radio. The two Firefight-
ers removed the unconscious victim 
from the fire apartment. 

The woman was hospitalized for her 
injuries. However, she is alive today 
because of FF Brogan’s courageous 
and selfless actions. He crawled under 
flames to the seat of a fire without the 
protection of a hose-line to find a dis-
abled victim who surely would have 
perished. For these reasons, the FDNY 
is proud to present FF Thomas M. Bro-
gan with the Dr. Albert A. Cinelli Med-
al.—PK

Ladder 32 members are shown following the fire at which FF Thomas Brogan rescued a disabled 
woman. He is receiving the Dr. Albert A. Cinelli Medal. Left to right are FFs Reinhardt, Washington, 
Musacchio, Thomas Brogan and O’Halloran and Lieutenant Mannion.

Dr. Albert A. Cinelli Medal 

Firefighter Thomas M. Brogan
Ladder Company 32

February 21, 2019, 0625 hours, Box 75-3466, Bronx

Appointed to the FDNY on June 11, 2006. Cousins, Battalion Chief Jack Culkin, is retired from Battalion 3, FF 
Kevin Barrett, is assigned to Engine 320, and FF Kenny McTernan, is assigned to Ladder 23; half-brother, FF 
Michael Brogan, is assigned to Engine 75; and his wife’s cousin, FF James Bohan, was assigned to Ladder 170 
and died in the line of duty. Member of the Emerald Society. Holds a Bachelor degree in Business Administration, 
with a major in Management Information Systems and a minor in Accounting from Iona College. Resides in 
Mount Vernon, New York, with his wife, Julia, their daughters, Katelyn and Grace, and son, Connor. 
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Ladder 127 was assigned to a report of fire in a multiple 
dwelling on June 16, 2019. Due to a second alarm in the 
Rosedale section of Queens and other activity, Ladder 

127 was responding first-due to their normally third-due Box. 
On arrival, Engine 315 gave a 10-75 for heavy smoke coming 
from the top floor of the seven-story building. The inside team of 
Ladder 127 was forced to search for the open apartment door in 
zero visibility. Members knew that this building required a very 
long hose stretch and there would be a delay in getting water on 
the fire, hampering their operation. 

Entering the apartment, Ladder 127’s Officer, Lieutenant 
Christopher LeBarron (covering), instructed the first-due en-
gine Officer to control the door. He ordered his irons Firefighter, 
Robert Wassmer, to search to the right into the kitchen and FF 
Christopher J. Morrissey, the extinguisher Firefighter, to the 
left. Firefighter Morrissey came to a closet door and quickly 
searched it with negative results. He continued a few more 
feet down the hallway to a door that opened only a few inches. 
The Firefighter tried to push it open and realized that some-
thing was behind it, blocking it from opening. He reached 
inside the door and felt what he thought was a pile of clothing. 
The Firefighter began squeezing himself into the door and felt 
the victim’s head. He verbally communicated to his Officer 
that he had a 10-45 and needed help due to all the clutter and 
the victim’s location behind the door. 

Firefighter Morrissey called FF Wassmer to his location 
and told him they would need to take the door off the hing-
es to gain access to the victim. Once FF Wassmer dislodged 
the two bottom hinges, he used his hook to remove the last 
hinge, due to the rapidly deteriorating conditions above him. 
He grabbed the victim by the arms and began to pull her out 
of the apartment. Removing the victim was an arduous pro-
cess due to clutter, zero visibility and significant heat, which 
rapidly increased, along with a violent rush of air. Firefight-
er Wassmer worried for both FF Morrissey and the victim 
and placed the free-floating door in the hallway, attempting 
to shield them, unaware that they just experienced a smoke 
explosion. 

Firefighter Morrissey made his way out of the apartment 
and relied on his training and experience to follow his land-
marks through the hallway, which was part of the immediately 

dangerous to life and health (IDLH) environment, back to the 
stairwell unguided. He again called for FF Wassmer for assis-
tance to get the woman down to the sixth floor. As occupants fled 
their apartments, they left their belongings, including a shopping 
cart, on the stairs. Finally making the sixth-floor hallway, FF 
Morrissey handed the victim off to Engine 298 and members 
began aid. The woman was brought to the hospital by EMS 
members.  

Firefighter Christopher J. Morrissey put himself in the path 
of the fire without the protection of a hose-line to rescue a wom-
an. His courage and determination under dangerous conditions 
are acknowledged with the Fire Chiefs Association Memorial 
Medal.—RL

The fire building where FF Christopher J. Morrissey operated to effect the 
rescue of a female victim. He is receiving the Fire Chiefs Association Me-
morial Medal.

Fire Chiefs Association Memorial Medal 

Firefighter Christopher J. Morrissey
Ladder Company 127

June 16, 2019, 1821 hours, Box 75-4909, Queens

Appointed to the FDNY on January 27, 2014. Member of the Marine Corps Association. Served in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps. Resides in Long Beach, Long Island.
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Ladder 126 operates at Queens Box 75-5198, 109-58 138th Street, on April 15, 2017. Photo by 
Brooklyn Dispatcher Brian Grogan.

Community Mayors for Special Children, Inc./
Lt. Robert R. Dolney Medal 

Firefighter Terence F. McSweeney
Ladder Company 126

January 23, 2019, 1338 hours, Box 44-4763, Queens

Appointed to the FDNY on May 25, 2004. Previously assigned to Engine 303. Member of the Emerald Society. 
Resides in Babylon, Long Island.

On the afternoon of January 23, 2019, Ladder 126 and En-
gine 303 received a phone alarm for a reported fire in a 
private dwelling. Ladder 126 arrived as the second-due 

truck and found heavy fire involving the first and second floors 
and the attic of the initial fire building. As they began their oper-
ations, the volume of fire expanded and fire now was in the two 
adjoining private dwellings. 

The amount of fire in the original fire building prevented the 
first- and second-due trucks from entering. The only access into 
the building was a small bathroom window on the second floor 
at the exposure #3/4 corner. As the companies waited to enter, 
a charged hose-line was stretched for initial attack on the fire. 

Outside vent FF Terence F. McSweeney, Ladder 126, brought 
his 24-foot extension ladder to the rear to gain access to that 
bathroom window. On arrival, he found heavy fire blowing out 
the rear bedroom windows on the second floor. He placed the 
ladder to the small window. At this time, Lieutenant Christian 
Corbin, Ladder 126, and his inside team made entry and began 
their primary searches. 

Firefighter McSweeney climbed the portable ladder and vent-

ed the window. Heavy, black smoke began pulsating from it. 
With great difficulty, he entered the window, just barely able to 
fit through it. He immediately searched for the bathroom door to 
close it due to the punishing heat and blackout smoke condition. 
Doing so prevented fire from entering this room. After closing 
the door, FF McSweeney continued his search. He found the 
victim wedged between the bathtub and toilet and transmitted 
the 10-45 to the Incident Commander. 

The victim’s size prevented removal via the bathroom win-
dow. Firefighter McSweeney informed Command that he had 
to remove the victim down the interior stairs, but had to wait 
until Engine 275 began to knock down fire that was cutting off 
his escape. Engine 275 knocked down fire in the interior hall-
way and began to drive the fire back into the bedrooms, giv-
ing FF McSweeney the opportunity to quickly move the victim 
from the bathroom with the help of Ladder 133’s extinguisher 
Firefighter. As this fire rapidly escalated to a fourth alarm, they 
removed the victim down the interior stairs to the front of the 
fire building where EMS members were waiting to perform the 
initial assessment. EMS members promptly removed the victim 

to the hospital. 
First-to-arrive then-Battalion Chief 

Charles Downey, Battalion 50, ob-
served the heavy fire conditions and 
had received reports of people trapped. 
Acknowledging the very harsh fire and 
smoke conditions FF McSweeney en-
dured, he added that the communica-
tions by FF McSweeney were clear and 
concise, which assisted with removal of 
the victim. On his arrival, Deputy Chief 
Daniel Browne, Division 13, also not-
ed the fire conditions and recognized 
FF McSweeney for his act of personal 
bravery. Unfortunately, the victim ex-
pired, but this in no way diminishes FF 
Terence F. McSweeney’s bravery. He is 
recognized with the Community Mayors 
for Special Children, Inc./Lt. Robert R. 
Dolney Medal.—TW
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EMT David K. Ansu went to work as he normally does for 
his evening shift at Emergency Medical Dispatch (EMD), 
PSAC 1. Daily, high-volume calls come through the 911 

system and Dispatchers must be very attentive to each call. 
On the evening of February 7, 2019, a “difficult breather” 

call came in. Following procedure, EMT Ansu dispatched it to 
a crew, while simultaneously recognizing that something just 
didn’t seem right with the caller’s information. Following his 
instincts, the EMT then requested NYPD for a possible assault 
incident and to back up the assigned EMS crew. 

When the crew arrived at the apartment building, they spoke 
with the male occupant, the father of the two children in the 
apartment. The crew members observed a young male mouth the 
words, “Help me,” while the father’s back was turned. NYPD 
arrived on-scene and the crew explained what they saw from 

the child inside. Crew members asked NYPD to try to speak to 
the children in the apartment, but the father refused them entry. 

NYPD ESU was dispatched to gain access to the apartment. 
Once entry was gained, NYPD and EMS members discovered 
that the apartment was empty. The EMS crew and NYPD then 
were notified that the children were found bruised at the moth-
er’s house a few blocks away, where the father had dropped 
them off and left.

Had EMT Ansu not been persistent and cleared the EMS 
crew off the job without requesting NYPD presence, the chil-
dren might have been harmed even more severely. EMT David 
K. Ansu trusted his instincts and experience. By doing so, his 
vital communications may have saved two children. His actions 
warrant FDNY recognition with the Lieutenant Kirby McEl-
hearn Medal.--MV  

Lieutenant Kirby McElhearn Medal

EMT David K. Ansu 
EMD-PSAC 1

February 7, 2019, 2126 hours, Brooklyn

Appointed to the FDNY as an Emergency Medical Technician on July 11, 2005. Prior assignments include Sta-
tions 31 and 32. Member of the Vulcan and Phoenix Societies. Attended Nassau Community College as a Mortu-
ary Science major. Resides in Queens with his wife, Ebony, sons, David, Jr., and Honor, and daughter, Goddess. 
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On the morning of April 24, 2019, a seemingly routine in-
cident became anything but that. At 0947 hours, Tower 
Ladder 7 responded to and was operating at a manhole 

incident in front of a high-rise commercial building. The covers 
of two manholes in front of that building had dislodged due to 
minor pressure explosions from a fire in the equipment below. 
Con Ed personnel requested that FDNY members flow water 
into the manholes to extinguish the burning equipment. The 
Units on-scene began to check the adjoining buildings for car-
bon monoxide fumes that can seep into basements via the elec-
trical conduits as a result of the burning electrical equipment. 
Firefighter Peter J. Utschig, the chauffeur, received his assign-
ment to check and vent the basement of the high-rise building. 

Firefighter Utschig and other members of Tower Ladder 7 
and Ladder 21 entered the building to check conditions. He met 
up with the building superintendent who provided the Firefight-
er with access to the cellar. Firefighter Utschig instructed the 
superintendent to return to the street out of harm’s way. Fire-
fighter Utschig searched the cellar, checking the levels of CO—
already dangerously elevated--with his meter. While checking 
the boiler room, he found a door that provided direct ventilation 

to the street. Firefighter Utschig radioed his location, the high 
CO readings and that he was going to attempt to ventilate the 
area via the street door. He began to work on opening the door, 
when without warning, a violent CO explosion occurred in the 
boiler room. 

The force of the explosion threw FF Utschig approximately 
20 feet across the room. He was injured from the explosion; dis-
oriented; with significant pain to his left ear, back, shoulder and 
knee. He made his way back to the entrance door, now filled with 
smoke, and discovered it was jammed shut from the explosion. 
While forcing the door open using his Halligan Tool, FF Utschig 
heard someone nearby groaning. He forced open the door and 
began searching for the source of the moaning. He found the 
building superintendent lying on the floor, approximately 15 feet 
from the boiler room door. 

Firefighter Utschig transmitted a 10-45 and began to drag the 
victim toward the cellar exit. With the worsening smoke con-
dition and high CO levels, the rescuer believed another explo-
sion was possible. FF Utschig dragged the victim about 20 feet 
over debris to a relatively protected area near the cellar stairs 
where members of Ladder 21 met up with the pair. They assist-

ed FF Utschig in removing the victim to 
the street. EMS personnel immediately 
treated the injured victim and removed 
him to the hospital. FF Utschig was 
transported to the Cornell Burn Center 
and was treated for numerous injuries, 
which resulted in more than four months 
of Medical Leave. 

Injured himself, FF Utschig put the 
needs of the injured civilian first. He 
showed no hesitation in searching for the 
man and then performed the arduous task 
of removing him toward safety, all while 
in a volatile environment. The victim 
survived, thanks to his actions. Firefight-
er Peter J. Utschig displayed courage in 
the highest traditions of this Department 
and is awarded the BC Frank T. Tuttle-
mondo Medal.—AJP

BC Frank T. Tuttlemondo Medal

Tower Ladder 7 operates at Brooklyn five-alarm fire at 858 Meeker Avenue, on January 4, 2014. 
Photo by Bill Tompkins. 

Firefighter Peter J. Utschig
Ladder Company 7

April 24, 2019, 0947 hours, Box 33-0696, Manhattan

Appointed to the FDNY on May 5, 2002. Previously assigned to Engine 16. Member of the FDNY Boxing Team. 
Recipient of three Unit Citations, one Service Rating A and one Service Rating B and is a two-time winner of the 
Deputy Chief Orio Palmer Memorial Fitness Award. Holds a Bachelor’s degree in Education from Merry College. 
Resides in Pleasantville, New York.
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Fear can keep a man out of danger, but courage only 
can support him in it.–Thomas Fuller The courage dis-
played by the men and women of the FDNY on a dai-

ly basis is boundless. Many people may believe the heroic acts 
of members are limited to operating in burning buildings and 
smoked-out basements in high heat conditions. However, the ad-
verse conditions and challenges 
FDNY members constantly train 
and prepare for are not limited to 
structural firefighting. This was 
proved once again on July 30, 
2019. 

At 1958 hours, Engine 265 
received an alarm for people in 
distress in the Atlantic Ocean at 
the location of Beach 59th Street 
and the Boardwalk. En route to 
Box 1247, the Queens Com-
munications Office updated the 
responding unit that they now 
were receiving reports of multi-
ple drowning victims. 

Arriving at the scene, Lieu-
tenant Gerard Walsh learned 
from civilians the approximate 
location of two swimmers in 
distress. After locating these 
swimmers, Firefighter Brian T. 
Levings retrieved a water res-
cue torpedo from the apparatus 
and proceeded toward the ocean. 
Firefighter Levings had sized 
up the situation and realized 
its severity. Adding to the dan-
ger, it was after-hours for beach 
lifeguards. Although Engine 
265 is not a surf-trained rescue 
unit, using his experience as an 
ocean lifeguard, the Firefighter 
identified the severe rip current 

and extremely rough surf, as well as the fact that daylight soon 
would retreat. 

Faced with a treacherous situation that included high winds 
and a nearby jetty, Firefighter Levings dashed into action, en-
tering the choppy waters of the Atlantic Ocean. He struggled 
through the unforgiving surf and finally reached a semi-con-

scious, teenaged victim. With the 
help of FF James Hayden, Ladder 
121 (detailed from Engine 275), 
he secured the young man and be-
gan the return to shore. 

Firefighter Keith McDonnell, 
Ladder 121 (detailed from Lad-
der 134), met the two rescuers 
and victim with a rescue surf-
board tethered to the shore. To-
gether, Firefighters Levings and 
Hayden transferred the victim to 
the rescue surfboard and returned 
him to shore. The teenager was 
transferred to waiting EMS units 
and transported to the hospital. 
At this point, Firefighter Lev-
ings then returned to the ocean to 
search for an additional 30 min-
utes before he was called back 
to shore by the Chief in Charge. 
Unfortunately, the second victim 
perished. 

In keeping with the highest 
traditions of the Department, 
Firefighter Levings relied on his 
Fire Department and ocean life-
guard training and experience to 
effect this rescue. He displayed 
bravery above and beyond the 
call of duty. For his heroic ac-
tions, Firefighter Brian T. Lev-
ings is awarded the Dr. John F. 
Connell Medal.—SI

Dr. John F. Connell Medal 

Firefighter Brian T. Levings
Engine Company 265

July 30, 2019, 1958 hours, Box 1247, Queens

Appointed to the FDNY on November 19, 2006. Recipient of the Firefighter David J. DeFranco Medal in 2013. 
Holds an Associate’s degree from Suffolk County Community College. Resides in West Islip, Long Island, with his 
wife, Joanna, and their daughter, Layla.

Engine 265 in action at Queens Box 22-1278, 439 Beach 66th Street/
Beach Channel Drive, April 15, 2020. Firefighter Brian T. Levings, a 
member of Engine 265, is receiving the Dr. John F. Connell Medal for 
rescuing a teenager through a severe rip current and extremely rough 
surf. Photo by Brooklyn Dispatcher Brian Grogan.
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On Tuesday, July 30, 2019, at approximately 2000 hours, 
Ladder 121 received a phone alarm reporting a water 
rescue. While on their way to the Arverne section of 

Queens, they were notified by the Queens Dispatcher that there 
were reports of multiple people in the water. Tower Ladder 121 
is one of the busiest surf rescue companies in the City and mem-
bers’ knowledge of geography and expertise regarding how wa-
ter behaves in their area, training and experience were tested on 
this day. 

As members donned their personal protective equipment 
(PPE) and made their way to the water, they were receiving re-
ports from frantic civilians, stating that two children had entered 
the water. There were reports of strong riptides and the children 
possibly being in the path of these dangerous phenomena. Lieu-
tenant Daniel Bellew and his crew used binoculars to confirm 
two children in the surf, approximately 150 yards offshore. The 
size of the waves--some as high as 10 feet--crashed into the jetty 
with such force that members of Ladder 121 knew that mother 
nature was actively working against them.

Firefighter James R. Hayden, the irons Firefighter, was the 
designated rescue swimmer for the night tour. He entered the 
water without hesitation. With only his water rescue torpedo, he 
fought through the swells and rough tide to get to the victims as 
quickly as possible. As FF Hayden swam to the victims, the rest 
of Ladder 121 implemented a safety tether operation. Because 
there were two victims spotted, FF Brian Levings, Engine 265, 
entered the water as a backup rescue swimmer. Once the safety 
tether system was in place, Lieutenant Bellew went to the jetty 
to act as a guide for FF Hayden, who could not see the victims or 
judge how much farther he had to swim. As each wave rose and 
fell, high winds blew salt water in his face, affecting his ability 
to breathe, complicating this rescue.

Lieutenant Bellew observed one of the victims go under and 
not return to the surface. The other victim appeared to be unre-
sponsive and was floating face up as FF Hayden arrived at his 
location. The Firefighter grabbed the victim and prepared his 
return to shore with FF Levings. The pair brought the victim 
closer to the shore, where they were met with a tethered surf-

board staffed by FF McDonnell. Firefighter 
Hayden took charge of the operation, get-
ting the victim on the board and signaling 
to the shoreline to haul the surfboard back 
to shore. Within minutes of FF Hayden get-
ting to the victim, the youngster was off the 
board, out of the water and into the care of 
EMS personnel and transported to the hos-
pital. Determined to find the second victim 
(who ultimately expired), FF Hayden con-
tinued his search, exhausting all his energy, 
until he was ordered out of the water by the 
Incident Commander (IC). 

The efforts of FF Hayden that day saved 
the life of a young male. He repeatedly 
placed himself in harm’s way, as the rough 
surf and high winds made this a life-threat-
ening situation. For rescuing this youngster, 
FF James R. Hayden is awarded the Fire 
Bell Club Medal.—RL

Engine 275 operates at Queens Box 22-9881, 166-11 91st Avenue, on January 16, 2019. Photo 
by Brooklyn Dispatcher Brian Grogan. 

Fire Bell Club Medal

Firefighter James R. Hayden
Engine Company 275 (assigned); Ladder Company 121 (detailed)

July 30, 2019, 1958 hours, Box 1247, Queens

Appointed to the FDNY on June 29, 2015. Father, FF John Hayden, is retired from Engine 217; brothers, Lieu-
tenant Sean Hayden, is assigned to Ladder 121 and FF Brian Hayden is assigned to Engine 24; uncles, Chief of 
Department Peter Hayden, is retired, and FF Kenneth Nichtern, is retired from Engine 264; and cousins, Captain 
Peter Hayden, is assigned to Division 13, Lieutenant Patrick is assigned to Ladder 147 and FF John Martin is 
assigned to Engine 250. Member of the Emerald Society. Studied Business Management at Marist College. Re-
sides in Belle Harbor, New York.
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Although known as the Fire Department, City of New 
York, that moniker describes only part of the FDNY’s 
varied and diverse expertise. With four of the five bor-

oughs located on islands and the remaining borough of the Bronx 
bordered on two sides by large rivers, there are also countless 
numbers of creeks, canals, bays and wetlands that the FDNY 
must protect. Proficiency in cold water, swift water and SCUBA 
rescue are fundamental FDNY requirements.

On Wednesday, September 4, 2019, off-duty Captain Frank 
Stonitsch, Engine 10, was riding his bicycle with his 18-month-
old daughter to the Brooklyn Bridge Park. As they approached 
Pier 6 at the south end of the park, Captain Stonitsch saw a de-
parting ferry 50 feet off the pier. One of the crew members was 
shouting repeatedly, Man overboard! 

Captain Stonitsch’s rescue instincts kicked in and he rode 
to the railing to see if he could locate the victim. The Captain 
yelled to the ferry crew regarding the location of the victim. 
They responded that the victim had been drawn under the pier 
by the strong northbound current.

At this point, a woman offered 
to watch the Captain’s daughter so 
he could help. Trusting the woman, 
Captain Stonitsch–a former ocean 
lifeguard and accomplished swim-
mer–scanned the murky waters for 
visible hazards, such as boulders, 
cement, exposed wood or jetsam/
flotsam debris. After careful evalu-
ation, he looked back at his daugh-
ter to assure her well-being and 
then jumped into the water.

Entering the water, Captain 
Stonitsch was able to make out 
the victim, desperately clinging to 
a pylon amid the darkness under-
neath the pier. Carefully swim-
ming among exposed rebar and 
submerged debris to the panicked 
young woman, the Captain asked 
her if she was alone and could 
swim. She said she was alone and 

could not swim. Putting his lifeguard experience and swimming 
skills to the test, Captain Stonitsch instructed her to grab his arm 
and release her death grip on the pylon. Swimming against the 
current while continuously reassuring the victim, the Captain 
again navigated his way through the water hazards, out from 
under the pier to the ferry and an NYPD Harbor patrol boat. 
With one arm securing the victim, Captain Stonitsch was able 
to submerge a rescue basket–lowered from a boom on the fer-
ry–under and around the victim. As she was safely being raised 
to the ferry’s deck, he looked up to his daughter on the pier, who 
appeared amused by the whole ordeal.

Once raised to the ferry’s deck, on the way to be reunited 
with his daughter on the pier, Captain Stonitsch asked the victim 
if she was okay. The victim gave the Captain a heartfelt thank-
you and, in kind, he offered his appreciation to the woman who 
watched his daughter during his valiant rescue. 

For his off-duty heroics and skilled professionalism under 
dangerous conditions, Captain Frank J. Stonitsch, is awarded 
the Firefighter David J. DeFranco Medal.—SM

Quarters of Engine 10/Ladder 10. Photo by Brooklyn Dispatcher Brian Grogan. 

Firefighter David J. 
DeFranco Medal

Captain Frank J. Stonitsch
Engine Company 10

September 4, 2019, 1729 hours, Box 8098, Brooklyn

Appointed to the FDNY on February 16, 1999. Previously assigned to Engines 207 and 206 and Ladder 31. Holds 
a BA degree in Education and a MA degree in Education & Health, both from Union College. Resides in Brooklyn 
with his wife, Jennifer, and daughter, Julia.
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The mission of the Bureau of Fire Investigation (BFI) is to ex-
pertly ascertain the origin and cause of all complex, fatal and 
suspicious fires within the City of New York. When fires are 

determined to be deliberately set, a complete and thorough criminal 
investigation is conducted. One such investigation began on May 
28, 2019, when at 0425 hours, FDNY units were dispatched to the 
first of five arson fires in two separate buildings located in East New 
York, Brooklyn.

Firefighters from Engine 225 and Ladder 107 responded to a 
phone alarm for a fire on the fifth floor with 911 calls reporting “peo-
ple trapped.” Reaching the fifth floor, units discovered a fire at the 
doorway to apartment 5F, hindering the escape of those inside. After 
placing the all-hands fire under control, Battalion 39 transmitted a 
10-41, code 1, requesting a Fire Marshal response. 

BFI dispatched members from the Citywide South (CWS) Com-
mand to initiate an investigation. Supervising Fire Marshal John Or-
lando and Fire Marshals Joseph M. Chidichimo and James Beringer 
responded to the incident. Working with other BFI members, a thor-
ough forensic examination of the fire scene was conducted. A strong 
odor of gasoline and a pour pattern were identified in the area of 
origin. The BFI K-9 Unit was requested and FM Joseph DiGiacomo 
responded with K-9 Bucca to search for the presence of accelerants. 
Evidence discovered and collected from the fire scene resulted in 
the conclusion that the fire was of “incendiary” origin, the result of 
arson.  

When a second fire occurred at the same apartment, FM Chidi-
chimo returned to investigate. After a detailed scene examination, he 
verified this fire to be intentionally set and the perpetrator once again 
used an accelerant. With the assistance of BFI’s Special Investiga-
tions Unit, a multi-layered investigation was set in motion.  Mem-
bers began an extensive canvass of the area to develop leads and 
locate potential witnesses. As the team diligently worked to identify 
a person of interest, two more incendiary fires were ignited in the 

same building at the front door to apartment 4F, causing injuries to 
an apartment occupant and family pet. This serial arsonist was be-
coming more brazen, raising extreme concern among the building 
occupants and investigators.  

With the number of fires escalating, FM Michael Tracey, Jr., 
and additional members from the CWS Command were assigned 
to assist with the investigation. Committed to find the individual 
responsible for these crimes, FMs Chidichimo and Tracey worked 
relentlessly to uncover any factor that could break the case. A critical 
lead in the investigation developed when the Marshals interviewed 
a NYCHA employee who provided a crucial piece of information, 
helping to identifying a resident of an adjacent building as a person 
of interest.

In the early-morning hours of November 7, 2019, FDNY units 
responded to a fire in the same building and on the same floor where 
the suspected perpetrator resided. FM Tracey quickly responded and 
confirmed the method of operation at this fire was the same as the 
previous incidents–an ignitable liquid pour at the apartment door. A 
search of the fire scene by the BFI K-9 Unit resulted in a positive 
indication for an accelerant and uncovered additional key evidence. 
Through close work with the Brooklyn DA’s office, Fire Marshals 
were able to obtain a warrant for the suspect’s apartment, which led 
to the discovery of items used to set fires at the victims’ apartments. 
The arsonist was apprehended without incident and indicted on an 
array of charges, including attempted murder and arson. 

The perpetrator in this case showed a depraved indifference to 
human life by igniting numerous fires fueled by an accelerant at the 
front door to the apartments of sleeping victims. The initiative and 
resourcefulness of FMs Joseph M. Chidichimo and Michael Tracey, 
Jr., resulted in the apprehension of this violent felony offender. Their 
actions represent the highest traditions in law enforcement. For these 
reasons, they are honored with the Deputy Commissioner Christine 
R. Godek Medal.--MJK

Deputy Commissioner Christine R. Godek Medal

Fire Marshal 
Joseph M. Chidichimo 

Fire Marshal 
Michael Tracey, Jr. 

Citywide South, BFI Citywide South, BFI

November 7, 2019, 0448 hours,  
Box 75-1870, Brooklyn

Appointed to the FDNY on November 19, 2006. Previously assigned to Engine 
273 and Ladder 129. Member of the Fraternal Order of Police. Recipient of 
two Unit Citations and multiple pre-hospital saves. Attended SUNY at Oneon-
ta. Resides on Long Island.

Appointed to the FDNY on May 25, 2004. Previously assigned to Engine 279 
and Ladders 131 and 79. Member of the Bravest Boxing and Bravest Football 
Teams. Studied Computer Science at Kingsborough Community College and 
the College of Staten Island. Resides on Staten Island.
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Lieutenant Otto A. Rodriguez
Ladder Company 167

January 15, 2019, 1509 hours, Box 75-6974, Queens

Appointed to the FDNY on July 9, 1995. Promoted to Captain and now is assigned to Division 15. Previously as-
signed to Engines 305 and 332 and Ladder 175 as a Firefighter and Ladder 167 as a Lieutenant. Attended Queens 
College. Resides in Lynbrook, Long Island, with his wife, Rosa, and their sons, Nicholas, Antonino and Matthew.

On the afternoon of Tuesday, January 15, 2019, Hook and 
Ladder 167 was returning to quarters from Battalion 53.  
They were in the vicinity of Bell Boulevard and 53rd 

Street when they received a phone alarm for a fire in a non-fire-
proof mixed occupancy. Ladder 167 responded and being only a 
few short blocks away, arrived within seconds of the call. 

They transmitted the 10-75 and began to operate as the only 
unit on-scene. They were confronted with heavy fire blowing 
out of the second-floor window of a taxpayer, with residential 
apartments on the second floor. As the members headed to their 
assigned positions, the chauffeur, FF Thomas Johnson, placed 
the aerial up to the roof and roof Firefighter, Brian Durkan, pre-
pared to climb the aerial to access the roof for vertical ventila-
tion. The members of Ladder 167 quickly masked up outside the 
building and readied themselves to make entry. 

Lieutenant Otto A. Rodriguez ordered FF Todd Neckin with 
the irons to quickly force the front door. The Officer and inside 
team of FFs Neckin and William Hothan made their way to the 
second floor. Finding the door locked, the team forced entry. 
Opening the door, they found the 
apartment fully involved. Firefight-
er Hothan, using the extinguisher, 
attempted to hold back the fire with 
little progress. 

Lieutenant Rodriguez then held 
the door closed while FF Neckin 
searched the adjoining apartment. 
Firefighter Durkan began to cut 
the roof and Engine 306, the first-
to-arrive engine, stretched a 2-1/2-
inch line to the fire apartment door. 
Engine 306 opened the line and 
Lieutenant Rodriguez and the in-
side team crawled into the punish-
ing conditions to begin their search. 
The Officer split the team since 
time was crucial. He moved into 
the bedroom and found an uncon-
scious female victim. He quickly 
called to FF Neckin to assist him in 
her removal. Firefighter Neckin car-

ried the victim to the street where Paramedics provided care and 
quickly transported her to the hospital.

The Lieutenant continued down the hallway and searched 
the second bedroom. Here, he found a male victim, also uncon-
scious. Faced with an extremely difficult maneuver, the Officer 
again called to his inside team, as well as FFs Guy Kirschberg 
(outside vent) and Johnson, to assist with the man’s removal. 
They worked methodically as a team and quickly removed the 
man. They brought him to the street where he was turned over 
to Paramedics for aid and then was transported to the hospital. 
Lieutenant Rodriguez returned to the fire apartment to complete 
his primary search. 

Lieutenant Otto A. Rodriguez persevered; his efforts resulted 
in finding two victims, both of whom, regrettably, died. Because 
of his brave actions, this man and woman were given the chance 
to survive. He operated in the highest traditions of the New York 
City Fire Department and is proudly presented with the Fire-
fighter Kevin C. Kane Medal by the City of New York.—TW

Ladder 167 operates at Queens Box 33-4302, 128-20 14th Avenue, January 21, 2019. Photo by Brook-
lyn Dispatcher Brian Grogan.

Firefighter Kevin C. Kane Medal 
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This is the route that FF Stephen P. Janicki took to remove a 
female victim. He is being presented with the Captain John 
J. Drennan Memorial Medal.

New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) properties 
are densely populated buildings found in all five bor-
oughs. They present unique challenges and often lead 

to difficult fires. On March 1, 2019, the Firefighters of Harlem’s 
Ladder 43 faced one of those extreme-
ly hot and smoky fires. 

At 1015 hours, Engine 53 and Lad-
der 43 were turned out for a phone 
alarm reporting a fire at First Avenue 
and East 105th Street. While respond-
ing, the Manhattan Dispatchers “load-
ed up the Box” due to the vast number 
and quality of 911 calls. Firefighter 
Stephen P. Janicki, Ladder 43’s ex-
tinguisher Firefighter, smelled smoke 
in the air as the apparatus was getting 
close to the address, a 20-story NY-
CHA property. Ladder 43’s outside 
vent Firefighter reported heavy, black 
smoke coming from the third floor, 
“C” line, of apartments as the Officer 
of Engine 53 transmitted a 10-77. 

Making their way to the third floor 
via stairway A, Ladder 43’s forcible 
entry team (Lieutenant Kevin Duddy, 
detailed from Battalion 10, and FFs 
Amir Francis with the irons and Jan-
icki with the extinguisher), stopped 
briefly at the second floor to familiar-
ize themselves with the apartment and 
hallway layouts. This momentary size-
up tactic ultimately proved extremely 
beneficial. 

As the team arrived at the third 
floor, they encountered high heat and 
heavy smoke banked down to floor 
level in the hallway. Reading this as an 
indication that the fire apartment door 
was open, they blindly made their way 
into this fire area and crawled directly 
to the “C” apartment, the location of 

which they had identified on the floor below just seconds earlier. 
Entering and controlling the apartment door, the team could 

feel higher heat conditions coming from the left side of the 
apartment. Firefighter Janicki and his Officer crawled in that 

direction, down a narrow and se-
verely cluttered hallway, toward 
the ever-increasing heat. Just as 
they arrived in the vicinity of the 
seat of the fire, FF Janicki locat-
ed an unconscious woman on the 
floor. While shielding her from the 
fire now rolling over their heads, 
FF Janicki had the astute foresight 
to close the bedroom door to con-
tain the raging fire and transmitted 
a 10-45.

Navigating his way past shop-
ping carts and other debris in 
the narrow hallway, FF Janicki 
dragged the victim approximately 
25 feet toward the apartment door, 
down the long public hallway and 
handed her off to Firefighters in the 
stairwell. Exhausted, FF Janicki 
then crawled back down the long 
hallway to assist his team in com-
pleting their primary search and 
overhaul assignments.

The injured woman was trans-
ported to the hospital. Although 
the woman regrettably perished, if 
not for the poise and determination 
of FF Janicki, she would have had 
no chance at survival. For his hero-
ism and fortitude, under severe fire 
conditions and without the benefit 
of a protective hose-line, Firefight-
er Stephen P. Janicki is awarded 
the Captain John J. Drennan Me-
morial Medal.—SM

Captain John J. Drennan 
Memorial Medal 

Firefighter Stephen P. Janicki
Ladder Company 43

March 1, 2019, 1015 hours, Box 75-1289, Manhattan

Appointed to the FDNY on June 29, 2015. Recipient of a Unit Citation, Service Rating A and Service Rating B. 
Holds a BA degree in Visual Effects and Motion Graphics from the Art Institute of Colorado. He resides in Long 
Beach, Long Island. 
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Tuesday, December 10, 2019, started like most days for 
Paramedics Niall C. O’Shaughnessy and Joshua S. Ro-
driguez. Inspection of their vehicle and equipment was 

complete and they were stationed at their assigned cross-street 
location. At 0733 hours, a call for assistance from FDNY Para-
medic Unit 04 Young Tour 2 was broadcasting over the EMS 
Manhattan radio frequency. The crew of 04 Young Tour 2 
reported that both their carbon monoxide meters 
were reading high levels and additional re-
sources were needed.

Without hesitation, Paramedics 
Rodriguez and O’Shaughnessy 
requested the assignment to 
provide additional aid. Arriv-
ing on-scene, the crew of 04 
Young Tour 2 evacuated five 
delicatessen workers. The 
workers confirmed that one 
person was unaccounted 
for and last was seen in the 
basement. Carbon monox-
ide levels were so high at the 
doorway to the basement, the 
crew of 04 Young Tour 2 were 
unable to make entry into the 
recessed basement.

Knowing the unseen, 
life-threatening dangers of car-
bon monoxide levels, Paramedics 
O’Shaughnessy and Rodriguez donned 

their personal protective equipment (PPE) and self-contained 
breathing apparatus (SCBA) to safely make entry into the base-
ment as fire resources had not yet arrived on-scene.

Entering the basement, carbon monoxide levels were regis-
tering at more than 600 parts per million. In spite of this hazard, 
the two Paramedics continued into the basement, traveling more 

than 100 feet through a labyrinth of basement storage until 
finding an unconscious victim by the boiler. The 

basement boiler had become a cauldron of 
carbon monoxide, slowly causing the vic-

tim to breathe more and more slowly.
Taking immediate and decisive 

action, Paramedics O’Shaugh-
nessy and Rodriguez carried the 
unconscious, but still breathing, 
victim out of the basement, 
up through a steep staircase. 
Reaching street level, the 
patient’s breathing slowly 
started to improve. The vic-
tim was expertly treated and 
transported to the hospital.

For their selfless and de-
cisive actions in the face of 

a dangerous and challenging 
situation, Paramedics Josh-

ua S. Rodriguez and Niall C. 
O’Shaughnessy are presented with 

the Jack Pintchik Medal (their second 
for Medal Day).—BR

Jack Pintchik 
Medal

EMT-P 
Niall C. O’Shaughnessy

EMT-P 
Joshua S. Rodriguez

Station 4 Station 4

December 10, 2019, 0733 hours, Manhattan

Appointed to the FDNY as an Emergency Medical Technician on March 13, 
2006. Previously assigned to Stations 49 and 45. Recipient of the Christopher 
J. Prescott Medal this year, the Lieutenant Kirby McElhearn Medal in 2017, the 
Tracy Allen-Lee Medal in 2016 and 2018 and several other citations. Member 
of the Irish Defence Force. Resides in Levittown, Long Island, with his wife, 
Morgan, and sons, Alex and Aiden. 

Appointed to the FDNY as an Emergency Medical Technician on May 2, 2011. 
Previously assigned to Stations 14, 17, 20 and 15. Recipient of the Christopher 
J. Prescott Medal this year and a Unit Citation in 2017. Member of FireFLAG/
EMS. Resides in Manhattan.
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While returning to quarters on October 21, 2019, Engine 
248 was assigned to a fire in an occupied multiple 
dwelling. In approximately one minute, the company 

arrived at the six-story, 200- x 225-foot, building. The chauffeur, 
FF Timothy E. Coffey, Jr., positioned the apparatus for a back-
stretch at a hydrant past the courtyard entrance and across the 
street, allowing ample room for the ladder companies. 

Although nothing was showing on the exterior, members not-
ed a strong, burning odor in the street. They started to stretch a 
hand-line into the courtyard and stood fast until the fire apart-
ment was located. This extremely large building has four sepa-
rate entrances in the courtyard, but are not interconnected inside. 
The floors are lettered A (first floor) to F (sixth floor) and the 
apartments are numbered unusually. 

The normally assigned, first-due truck, Ladder 113, was re-
turning from a relocation, delaying their arrival. Lieutenant An-
thony R. Holz, Battalion 33 (detailed to Engine 248), proceeded 
through entrance C in the rear of the courtyard and ascended 
to the sixth floor, finding a medium smoke condition. He dis-

covered heavy smoke pushing from around the edges of the fire 
apartment door. The Officer transmitted the fire apartment infor-
mation to Battalion 41 and ordered Engine 248’s nozzle team 
to bring the line to this location. The fire apartment was in the 
farthest part of the building from the street; on the top floor, in 
the rear, on the exposure #4 side corner. Engine 248’s members 
worked as a team, expeditiously stretching 16 lengths of hose, 
including two lengths on the fire floor to reach the fire apartment. 

Lieutenant Holz heard moaning coming from the fire apart-
ment and with no ladder company yet on the fire floor, he entered 
to search for the source. He discovered fire coming from a room 
that had no door to confine it. Pressing on, the Lieutenant heard 
crying. He passed the fire room and found a young boy in the 
hallway. Shielding the child, Lieutenant Holz retraced his route, 
passed the fire again and removed the boy to the public hallway, 
where he handed him off to another member for removal to the 
street. 

Engine 248’s nozzle team arrived at the apartment door, along 
with Ladder 157’s inside team. Lieutenant Holz informed Ladder 

157 of the fire location and that a complete primary 
search had not been made in all rooms. Engine 248 
charged their hose-line, entered the apartment and 
confronted the heavy smoke, heat and now extending 
fire. They advanced down the hall into the fully in-
volved kitchen and extinguished the fire. 

The rapid, aggressive attack by Engine 248 enabled 
Ladder 157 members to locate and remove two more 
unconscious victims from a bedroom past the burning 
kitchen. One of the victims, a young girl, was handed 
off to Engine 248’s control Firefighter, FF Darnell A. 
Arroya. He carried the child down six stories to the 
street, proactively initiating rescue breathing and then 
assisting EMS members with care.

Engine 248’s actions epitomized teamwork. The 
members demonstrated how a well-trained, disci-
plined and coordinated engine company can save the 
lives of trapped victims, as well as prevent additional 
fire extension and destruction. For their superb ef-
forts, the above-listed members are presented with the 
Lt. James Curran/New York Firefighters Burn Center 
Foundation Medal.—AP

Engine 248 operates at Brooklyn Box 75-1543, 475 Ocean Avenue, on October 6, 
2016. Photo by Brooklyn Dispatcher Brian Grogan.

Engine Company 248
October 21, 2019, 1524 hours, Box 1571, Brooklyn

Lt. James Curran/New York Firefighters  
Burn Center Foundation Medal

Firefighter
Conor J. Monaghan

Firefighter
Ryan T. Sheehan

Firefighter
Timothy E. Coffey, Jr.

Firefighter
Darnell A. Arroya

Lieutenant 
Anthony R. Holz, Bn-33

Firefighter
Thomas M. Olsen
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Rescue 3 was special-called on April 14, 2019, to use their 
skills to help remove a female from a precarious location 
in a clock/bell tower at Fordham University. Lieutenant 

Thomas E. Clair, III, and his members surmised this would call 
for a high-angle-type rescue. On arrival, they reported to Battalion 
Chief Gregory Lehr, Battalion 27, for a situation report. Members 
assembled their equipment and began a 95-foot climb, in single 
file, up a narrow, spiral staircase to the woman.

EMS, Engine 88 and Ladder 38 members and NYPD ESU 
were providing care. Firefighter Joseph S. Drury, wearing a Class 
3 harness, was assigned to be the litter attendant lowered with the 
injured woman. He and FF Robert J. Athanas immediately began 
the process of anchoring the main rope line to a window opposite 
the one from which FF Drury and the woman would be lowered. 
Firefighters Robert B. Ryan and Rod J. 
Ford (detailed from Rescue 4) procured 
the stokes basket and bridal, bringing the 
equipment to a second-floor roof setback 
directly below the window from which 
the victim would be lowered. 

A utility rope was dropped down to 
them and they secured the stokes. Fire-
fighter Michael J. Lindy, assisted by En-
gine 88 and Ladder 38 members, hauled 
the stokes up. The young woman was 
secured to a backboard first and then the 
stokes by FF Drury, who used webbing 
in a diamond lash fashion. Firefighters 
Athanas and Lindy began securing an an-
chor point for the safety rope line. They 
used Ladder 38’s lifesaving rope, wrap-
ping a stationary enclosure, and then at-
tached the safety line to that. Once com-
pleted, FFs Drury and Athanas attached 
webbing tether lines to the foot and side 
of the stokes basket and quickly instruct-
ed the tethering members to make sure it 
cleared the window properly. 

The woman’s condition was deteri-
orating. Lieutenant Clair performed one 
last safety check of both the main rope 
line being operated by FF Lindy, the safe-
ty line being operated by FF Athanas and 
the anchor and stokes basket attachments. 

Firefighter Drury assisted with maneuvering the stokes up and out 
of the 27-inch-wide window and ensured the bridal was horizon-
tally loaded evenly. Once in position, Lieutenant Clair assisted FF 
Drury onto the windowsill where he secured his attachment strap 
to the bull ring of the stokes’ bridal. He crawled out the window 
and across the stokes basket, where they now were dangling 95 
feet above the setback roof. 

In position, but before the lowering could begin, FF Drury had 
to maneuver the stokes basket past an 18-inch ledge below the 
window, but out of reach from the interior. Once that was cleared, 
FF Drury readjusted his attachment strap so he could be higher 
than the victim, allowing him to continue care. Lieutenant Clair 
coordinated the lowering operation, both visually and verbally, 
via handie-talkie with FF Ryan on the second-floor roof setback. 

On Lieutenant Clair’s command, FFs Lin-
dy and Athanas slowly and methodically 
lowered the stokes basket and FF Drury. 

The smooth, controlled descent took 
approximately two minutes. Firefighter 
Ryan gave reports from below, aiding 
FFs Lindy and Athanas with the lowering 
operation. Firefighter Ford monitored the 
descent from an angle that differed from 
FF Ryan’s, to be certain the stokes bas-
ket was clear of any obstructions. Once 
FF Drury and the woman were on the 
roof, FFs Ryan and Ford disconnected the 
ropes and bridle from the stokes, carried 
the basket across the roof and passed it 
through a window to EMS personnel to 
continue patient care. (Unfortunately, de-
spite their heroic efforts, the woman per-
ished.) 

In his endorsement of Rescue 3’s ac-
tions, Division 7 Commander, Deputy 
Chief John A. (Jay) Jonas stated that 
“Rescue 3’s operation was profession-
al, coordinated and heroic. This was an 
outstanding company operation based on 
teamwork and cooperation.” For their ac-
tions, Rescue 3 is awarded the Firefighter 
Thomas R. Elsasser Memorial Medal.—
AP

It is this kind of constant and dedicated training 
that enabled Rescue 3 members to remove a young 
woman in a complicated and dangerous high-angle 
operation from the Fordham University bell/clock 
tower.

Rescue Company 3
Firefighter Thomas R. Elsasser Memorial Medal

Firefighter
Rod J. Ford, R-4

Firefighter
Robert B. Ryan

Firefighter
Joseph S. Drury

Lieutenant 
Thomas E. Clair, III

Firefighter
Michael J. Lindy

April 14, 2019, 0325 hours, Box 3375, Bronx

Firefighter
Robert J. Athanas
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A hero is an ordinary individual who finds the strength to 
persevere and endure in spite of overwhelming obsta-
cles.—Christopher Reeve. As Firefighters in the greatest 

fire department in the world, our uniformed members operate 
at a wide array of challenging situations. However, in certain 
instances, members must confront multi-faceted obstacles. This 
is precisely what the members of Ladder 30 encountered on the 
afternoon of October 18, 2019. 

At 1452 hours, Ladder 30 was assigned to Manhattan Box 
1534, reporting smoke in a multiple dwelling on West 131st 
Street. Pulling into the block, Ladder 30 was flagged down by 
NYPD members who informed Captain James B. Leach that 
they had an active shooter situation with one confirmed victim 
down, as well as smoke in the first-floor hallway. Captain Leach 
advised his members of the situation and ordered his roof Fire-
fighter, Robert Hodges, to the roof of the fire building using the 
exposure #2 building. 

Captain Leach and his inside team, Firefighters Randall J. 
Santana and Kenneth P. Haughton, approached the front of the 
fire building, where they were told by the NYPD incident com-
mander that there was one confirmed shooting victim down and 
the perpetrator had barricaded himself in an apartment in the rear 
exposure #2/3 corner. To gain a better size-up while maintaining 
a defensive position, Ladder 30’s inside team made their way 
through exposure #4 to the rear of the fire building where they 
observed smoke coming from both first-floor rear apartments. 

Realizing that FDNY members would be delayed entering 
while waiting for NYPD ESU, Captain Leach had his members 
raise a portable ladder to the front fire escape balcony so that the 
drop ladder would not impede FD/PD operations and facilitate 
access to the floors above for search. Firefighter Robert B. Hodg-
es then transmitted to Captain Leach that a fourth-floor occu-
pant had self-evacuated onto the fire escape due to the increasing 
smoke condition in her apartment. Firefighter Hodges quickly 

descended the fire escape and assisted the victim 
onto an adjoining roof to safety. 

NYPD ESU was attempting to make entry 
into the perpetrator’s apartment, but now was re-
questing the FDNY to enable their advance due 
to increasing fire conditions. Ladder 30’s inside 
team made their way into the apartment to facil-
itate searches and extinguishment by Engine 35. 
Due to heavy clutter, Engine 35 operated from 
the apartment entrance. Captain Leach ordered 
his inside team members to clear the clutter to 
make way for Engine 35. Passing the fire, Cap-
tain Leach discovered an unconscious victim in 
the rear of the apartment and transmitted a 10-
45. Knowing the conditions at the front of the fire 
apartment the Captain ordered his ladder compa-
ny chauffeur (LCC), FF Russell J. Miklitsch, and 
outside vent (OV) Firefighter, Marc A. Victorio, 
to bring the stokes basket to the rear fire escape 
where they removed the victim (who expired). 

For their quick and decisive actions, cou-
pled with discipline and cohesion, in the face of 
great adversity in an uncommon situation, the 
above-listed members of Ladder 30 are awarded 
the World Trade Center Memorial Medal.—SI

Members of Ladder 30 are shown entering the fire building that housed an active shooter. 
For their efforts at this unusual and dangerous incident, members are receiving the World 
Trade Center Memorial Medal.

Ladder Company 30
October 18, 2019, 1452 hours, Box 22-1534, Manhattan

World Trade Center Memorial Medal

Firefighter
Russell J. Miklitsch

Firefighter
Robert B. Hodges

Firefighter
Kenneth P. Haughton

Captain 
James B. Leach

Firefighter
Randall J. Santana

Firefighter
Marc A. Victorio
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SERVICE RATING A

SERVICE RATING B

FF Joseph A. Aviles, L-61
FF Lirim Begai, L-61

Lt. Michael J. Brady, SQ-270
FF Thomas M. Brogan, L-32

FF Timothy J. Brunton, L-157
Capt. Theodore J. Conroy, L-61

FF Daniel R. Foley, R-3

FF Nicholas J. Foley, L-30
FF Peter D. Haggerty, L-156
FF James R. Hayden, E-275
FF Stephen P. Janicki, L-43
FF Brian T. Levings, E-265

FF Terence F. McSweeney, L-126
FF Christopher J. Morrissey, L-127

FF Brian C. Rodriguez, L-40
FF Edwin J. Rodriguez, L-138
Lt. Otto A. Rodriguez, L-167

Lt. Victor Spadaro, L-157
Capt. Frank J. Stonitsch, E-10

FF Peter J. Utschig, L-7
FF Joseph A. Zanca, L-138

FF Rory T. Allen, L-16
FF James Belfon, Jr., L-23
FF Craig E. Bielawski, L-5
FF Patrick J. Bouman, L-1

FF Louis D. Carballo, E-325

FF Ryan M. Deis, L-47
Lt. Travis J. Gallagher, Bn-51
FF Andrew P. Heaphy, L-52

Proby Steven F. Lane, Jr., PFS
Lt. Brian V. Mollica, L-161

FF George J. Murphy, L-103
FF William A. Pence, L-136
FF William I. Tonner, M-1

FF Jonathan V. Turetsky, L-22
FF Thomas J. Zurica, L-136

BUREAU OF FIRE INVESTIGATION—BFI
SERVICE RATING A SERVICE RATING B

UNIT CITATIONS

January 20, 2019, FM John J. Simmons, SIU

February 11, 2019, FM Stephen R. Laureno, SIU

March 19, 2019, FM Craig T. Gundersen, CWS

May 16, 2019, FM Michael J. Pritchett, SIU

May 17, 2019, FM Enrico S. Stassi, CWN

October 24, 2019, FM Michael J. Pritchett, SIU

November 7, 2019, FM Joseph M. Chidichimo, CWS

November 7, 2019, FM Michael Tracey, Jr., CWS

January 28, 2019, FM Jason G. Blackburn, CWN

February 17, 2019, FM William R. Woodward, CWN

May 17, 2019, FM John J. Simmons, SIU

October 30, 2019, FM Matthew J. Lewis, CWN

November 6, 2019, FM Larry S. George, CWS

November 22, 2019, FM Cletus S. Mullin, CWS

Citywide North Command  
September 20, 2018, Box 1196

Special Investigations Unit 
January 20, 2019, Box 3610

Citywide North Command 
January 28, 2019, Box 4808

Special Investigations Unit 
February 11, 2019, Box 0229

Citywide North Command  
February 17, 2019, Box 1972

Special Investigations Unit 
April 9, 2019, Box 1595

Special Investigations Unit 
May 16, 2019, Box 3832

Citywide South Command  
May 28, 2019, Box 1836

Citywide South Command  
June 13, 2019, Box 3324

Citywide North Command  
September 3, 2019, Box 5556

Special Investigations Unit 
October 24, 2019, Box 0319

Special Investigations Unit 
November 5, 2019, Box 0618

Citywide South Command  
November 6, 2019, Box 0017

Special Investigations Unit 
November 7, 2019, Box 1870

Special Investigations Unit 
December 4, 2019, Box 0389
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UNIT CITATIONS
Rescue Company 1 
June 2, 2018 Box 0051

Engine Company 88 
August 25, 2018 Box 22-2977

Ladder Company 108 
November 8, 2018 Box 75-0253

Squad Company 252 
December 8, 2018 Box 22-0817

Ladder Company 103 
December 30, 2018 Box 75-1769

Ladder Company 61 
January 5, 2019 Box 77-4426

Engine Company 66 
January 5, 2019 Box 77-4426

Rescue Company 2 
January 9, 2019 Box 75-0863

Squad Company 252 
January 9, 2019 Box 75-0863

Ladder Company 176 
January 9, 2019 Box 75-0863

Ladder Company 22 
January 11, 2019 Box 22-1135

Engine Company 8 
January 12, 2019 Box 75-0877

Ladder Company 48 
January 14, 2019 Box 2475

Engine Company 298 
January 16, 2019 Box 22-9881

Ladder Company 127 
January 16, 2019 Box 22-9881

Ladder Company 119 
January 20, 2019 Box 0354

Engine Company 275 
January 23, 2019 Box 44-4763

Engine Company 16 
February 5, 2019 Box 75-0669

Ladder Company 22 
February 5, 2019 Box 1229

Ladder Company 20 
February 15, 2019 Box 0319

Engine Company 226 
February 18, 2019 Box 33-0626

Ladder Company 157 
February 24, 2019 Box 75-2415

Rescue Company 1 
March 1, 2019 Box 75-1069

Ladder Company 35 
March 1, 2019 Box 75-1069

Ladder Company 174 
March 11, 2019 Box 2317

Rescue Company 2 
March 11, 2019 Box 2317

Ladder Company 126 
March 22, 2019 Box 75-6058

Engine Company 96 
March 25, 2019 Box 75-2898

Ladder Company 146 
March 26, 2019 Box 7123

Engine Company 69 
March 30, 2019 Box 1626

Ladder Company 153 
April 1, 2019 Box 3236

Rescue Company 3 
April 14, 2019 Box 3375

Ladder Company 50 
April 21, 2019 Box 22-4240

Engine Company 201 
May 1, 2019 Box 1455

Marine Company 4 
May 5, 2019 Box 1077

Squad Company 252 
May 10, 2019 Box 0133

Engine Company 271 
May 27, 2019 Box 75-4040

Engine Company 54 
June 10, 2019 Box 33-0856

Engine Company 65 
June 10, 2019 Box 33-0856

Engine Company 8 
June 10, 2019 Box 33-0856

Ladder Company 4 
June 10, 2019 Box 33-0856

Ladder Company 2 
June 10, 2019 Box 33-0856

Rescue Company 1 
June 10, 2019 Box 33-0856

Engine Company 254 
June 13, 2019 Box 44-3324

Ladder Company 156 
June 13, 2019 Box 44-3324

Engine Company 315 
June 16, 2019 Box 75-4909

Engine Company 314 
June 16, 2019 Box 22-2806

Engine Company 245 
June 17, 2019 Box 33-3550

Engine Company 234 
June 20, 2019 Box 1013

Engine Company 95 
July 9, 2019 Box 7299

Ladder Company 36 
July 9, 2019 Box 7299

Engine Company 316 
July 10, 2019 Box 22-7687

Ladder Company 126 
July 10, 2019 Box 22-7687

Ladder Company 4 
July 18, 2019 Box 7009

Engine Company 68 
July 25, 2019 Box 44-2353

Ladder Company 49 
July 25, 2019 Box 44-2353

Engine Company 289 
July 29, 2019 Box 75-7957

Ladder Company 138 
July 29, 2019 Box 75-7957

Engine Company 91 
August 28, 2019 Box 1277

Engine Company 91 
September 16, 2019 Box 7396

Ladder Company 14 
September 21, 2019 Box 7393

Engine Company 35 
September 21, 2019 Box 7393

Engine Company 240 
September 21, 2019 Box 7242

Engine Company 233 
September 25, 2019 Box 75-0861

Engine Company 58 
September 30, 2019 Box 1349

Marine Company 8 
October 17, 2019 Box 3479

Ladder Company 28 
October 18, 2019 Box 22-1534

Ladder Company 30 
October 18, 2019 Box 22-1534

Squad Company 41 
October 18, 2019 Box 22-1534

Engine Company 248 
October 21, 2019 Box 75-1571

Ladder Company 701 
November 2, 2019 Box 7318

Engine Company 52 
November 4, 2019 Box 75-4981

Engine Company 274 
November 22, 2019 Box 4472

Engine Company 201 
December 11, 2019 Box 44-1457
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CFR-D PRE-HOSPITAL SAVE COMMENDATIONS
JANUARY 2019
Engine Company 15, January 22
Engine Company 62, January 12 and 23
Engine Company 79, January 4
Engine Company 80, January 4
Engine Company 82, January 14
Engine Company 92, January 3 and 6
Engine Company 163, January 1 and 28
Engine Company 210, January 18
Engine Company 211, January 12
Engine Company 218, January 28
Engine Company 219, January 27
Engine Company 225, January 17
Engine Company 229, January 3
Engine Company 233, January 3
Engine Company 236, January 14
Engine Company 243, January 4
Engine Company 245, January 16
Engine Company 248, January 14
Engine Company 249, January 31
Engine Company 255, January 28
Engine Company 265, January 28
Squad Company 270, January 4
Engine Company 273, January 4 and 7
Engine Company 280, January 11
Engine Company 281, January 9
Engine Company 282, January 4
Engine Company 283, January 30
Squad Company 288, January 11
Engine Company 290, January 9
Engine Company 298, January 22
Engine Company 324, January 6
Engine Company 330, January 13
Engine Company 331, January 26
Engine Company 332, January 8

FEBRUARY 2019
Engine Company 5, February 12
Engine Company 26, February 12
Engine Company 35, February 19 and 28
Engine Company 53, February 23
Engine Company 60, February 28
Engine Company 216, February 15
Engine Company 219, February 7

Engine Company 220, February 2
Engine Company 229, February 18
Engine Company 234, February 27
Engine Company 236, February 2
Squad Company 252, February 24
Engine Company 273, February 14
Engine Company 280, February 3
Engine Company 286, February 9
Engine Company 290, February 25
Engine Company 292, February 5
Engine Company 293, February 6
Engine Company 297, February 18
Engine Company 301, February 28
Engine Company 303, February 24
Engine Company 306, February 10
Engine Company 311, February 26
Engine Company 315, February 17
Engine Company 318, February 6
Engine Company 323, February 20
Engine Company 324, February 1 and 18

MARCH 2019
Engine Company 39, March 1
Engine Company 44, March 1
Engine Company 50, March 30
Engine Company 54, March 4
Engine Company 71, March 19
Engine Company 73, March 10
Engine Company 90, March 7
Engine Company 165, March 28
Engine Company 166, March 10 and12
Engine Company 211, March 1
Engine Company 222, March 16
Engine Company 225, March 11
Engine Company 231, March 16
Engine Company 234, March 20
Engine Company 236, March 11 and 30
Engine Company 242, March 7
Engine Company 249, March 25
Engine Company 273, March 11
Engine Company 280, March 14
Engine Company 285, March 11
Engine Company 290, March 11
Engine Company 295, March 1

Engine Company 305, March 3
Engine Company 306, March 16
Engine Company 308, March 20
Engine Company 311, March 9 and 24
Engine Company 318, March 23
Engine Company 321, March 6
Engine Company 323, March 8
Engine Company 328, March 27
Engine Company 332, March 16

APRIL 2019
Engine Company 3, April 5
Engine Company 5, April 6
Engine Company 23, April 28
Engine Company 43, April 13
Engine Company 59, April 28
Squad Company 61, April 1
Engine Company 72, April 14
Engine Company 81, April 6
Engine Company 83, April 22
Engine Company 89, April 6
Engine Company 95, April 8
Engine Company 97, April 9
Engine Company 163, April 17
Engine Company 201, April 10
Engine Company 216, April 23
Engine Company 234, April 17
Engine Company 235, April 30
Engine Company 236, April 9
Engine Company 237, April 21, 27 and 29
Engine Company 243, April 12
Engine Company 248, April 17
Engine Company 251, April 28
Engine Company 257, April 23
Engine Company 259, April 19
Engine Company 275, April 7
Engine Company 281, April 25
Engine Company 305, April 22
Engine Company 306, April 4, 9 and 12
Engine Company 312, April 17
Engine Company 316, April 28
Engine Company 318, April 28
Engine Company 319, April 30
Engine Company 331, April 23
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CFR-D PRE-HOSPITAL SAVE COMMENDATIONS
Engine Company 332, April 3

MAY 2019
Engine Company 3, May 11
Squad Company 18, May 5
Engine Company 28, May 17
Engine Company 38, May 22
Engine Company 69, May 28
Engine Company 75, May 1
Engine Company 83, May 4
Engine Company 89, May 17
Engine Company 97, May 6
Engine Company 151, May 4
Engine Company 225, May 11
Engine Company 233, May 16
Engine Company 234, May 1 and 31
Engine Company 235, May 1
Engine Company 245, May 20
Engine Company 249, May 11
Engine Company 276, May 7
Engine Company 292, May 3
Engine Company 299, May 18
Engine Company 307, May 17
Engine Company 308, May 26
Engine Company 309, May 13
Engine Company 321, May 15
Engine Company 324, May 20

JUNE 2019
Engine Company 4, June 25
Engine Company 6, June 29
Engine Company 7, June 4
Engine Company 48, June 1
Engine Company 54, June 17
Engine Company 67, June 7
Engine Company 79, June 25
Engine Company 93, June 6
Engine Company 225, June 14
Engine Company 229, June 21
Engine Company 234, June 20 and 24
Engine Company 265, June 13
Engine Company 266, June 6
Engine Company 283, June 5
Engine Company 284, June 3 and 14

Engine Company 291, June 5
Engine Company 297, June 4
Engine Company 298, June 23
Engine Company 304, June 7 and 15
Engine Company 309, June 14
Engine Company 330, June 12

JULY 2019
Engine Company 42, July 4 and 9 
Engine Company 43, July 23
Engine Company 46, July 14 and 16 
Engine Company 62, July 29
Engine Company 73, July 15
Engine Company 74, July 15
Engine Company 166, July 14
Engine Company 234, July 25
Engine Company 240, July 9 
Engine Company 247, July 27
Engine Company 268, July 20
Engine Company 284, July 26
Engine Company 297, July 25
Engine Company 304, July 26
Engine Company 315, July 2
Engine Company 317, July 15

AUGUST 2019
Engine Company 8, August 14 and 26
Engine Company 21, August 9 and 15
Engine Company 22, August 8
Engine Company 40, August 16
Engine Company 45, August 21
Engine Company 50, August 6 and 12
Engine Company 60, August 19
Squad Company 61, August 28
Engine Company 69, August 16
Engine Company 74, August 31
Engine Company 76, two saves on August 31
Engine Company 91, August 5
Engine Company 97, August 13
Engine Company 156, August 21
Engine Company 168, August 3
Engine Company 220, August 8
Engine Company 225, August 12
Engine Company 229, August 5

Engine Company 235, August 25
Engine Company 239, August 26
Engine Company 242, August 27
Engine Company 247, August 3
Engine Company 248, August 22
Engine Company 255, August 14
Engine Company 257, August 25
Engine Company 280, August 21
Engine Company 285, August 25
Engine Company 302, August 16 and 19
Engine Company 305, August 27
Engine Company 307, August 25
Engine Company 309, August 11
Engine Company 315, August 21
Engine Company 317, August 6
Engine Company 332, August 27

SEPTEMBER 2019
Engine Company 1, September 18
Engine Company 4, September 28
Engine Company 26, September 3
Engine Company 52, September 25
Engine Company 60, September 5
Engine Company 75, September 14
Engine Company 79, September 23
Engine Company 89, September 26
Engine Company 161, September 9
Engine Company 164, September 18
Engine Company 167, September 6
Engine Company 210, September 27
Engine Company 211, September 14
Engine Company 214, September 4
Engine Company 218, September 14
Engine Company 225, September 23
Engine Company 226, September 23
Engine Company 236, September 22 
Engine Company 243, September 2
Engine Company 246, September 7
Engine Company 251, September 13
Engine Company 290, September 20
Engine Company 297, September 26
Engine Company 301, September 17
Engine Company 310, September 29
Engine Company 321, September 21



Fire Department, City of New York  •  Medal Day 2020

59

CFR-D PRE-HOSPITAL SAVE COMMENDATIONS
Engine Company 332, September 13

OCTOBER 2019
Squad Company 1, October 18
Engine Company 21, October 10
Engine Company 62, October 6 and 27
Engine Company 64, October 12
Engine Company 79, October 19
Engine Company 153, October 31
Engine Company 155, October 28
Engine Company 160, October 27
Engine Company 164, October 11
Engine Company 167, October 7 and 20
Engine Company 201, October 2
Engine Company 211, October 5 and 24
Engine Company 219, October 8
Engine Company 227, October 24
Engine Company 234, October 9
Engine Company 235, October 5
Engine Company 236, October 1
Engine Company 237, October 12
Engine Company 247, October 22
Engine Company 251, October 20
Engine Company 255, October 18
Engine Company 265, October 30
Engine Company 266, October 2 and 5
Engine Company 268, October 16 and 28
Engine Company 271, October 14
Engine Company 273, two saves on October 27
Engine Company 280, October 17
Engine Company 287, October 26
Engine Company 290, October 20
Engine Company 298, October 11
Engine Company 299, October 8
Engine Company 301, October 13
Engine Company 309, October 20

NOVEMBER 2019
Engine Company 9, November 18
Engine Company 23, November 30
Engine Company 35, November 5
Engine Company 43, November 30
Engine Company 54, November 8

Engine Company 59, November 10
Engine Company 62, November 12
Engine Company 79, November 15
Engine Company 89, November 8
Engine Company 94, November 12 and 15
Engine Company 95, November 11
Engine Company 158, November 2 and 19
Engine Company 163, November 4
Engine Company 166, November 25
Engine Company 216, November 25
Engine Company 236, November 29
Engine Company 237, November 25
Engine Company 257, November 4
Engine Company 274, November 22
Engine Company 280, November 2
Engine Company 290, November 4
Engine Company 299, November 24
Engine Company 309, November 13
Engine Company 312, November 19
Engine Company 317, November 6
Engine Company 320, November 12 and 21
Engine Company 325, November 21

DECEMBER 2019
Engine Company 15, December 17
Engine Company 37, December 4
Engine Company 46, December 6
Engine Company 53, December 13
Engine Company 73, December 24
Engine Company 74, December 31
Engine Company 84, December 1
Engine Company 88, December 10
Engine Company 94, December 27
Engine Company 96, December 14
Engine Company 160, December 26
Engine Company 161, December 6
Engine Company 162, December 1
Engine Company 164, December 26
Engine Company 207, December 21
Engine Company 221, December 20
Engine Company 222, December 30
Engine Company 227, December 8
Engine Company 238, December 9

Engine Company 241, December 23
Engine Company 243, December 19
Engine Company 245, December 13
Engine Company 246, December 21
Engine Company 247, December 13 and 15
Engine Company 254, December 17
Engine Company 257, December 22
Engine Company 258, December 12 and 24
Engine Company 265, December 27 and 31
Engine Company 268, December 5
Engine Company 271, December 11
Engine Company 273, December 15
Engine Company 277, December 4
Engine Company 284, December 17
Engine Company 287, December 19
Engine Company 289, December 25
Engine Company 301, December 20
Engine Company 303, December 26
Engine Company 311, December 4
Engine Company 320, December 8
Engine Company 326, December 21
Engine Company 330, December 10 and 29
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2019 PRE-HOSPITAL SAVE AWARDS
Lieutenant Faisel Abed (2) 
EMT Ralph Abegg  
Paramedic Iller Abramov  
EMT Dennis Abruzzi (2) 
Paramedic Justine Abruzzo (2) 
Paramedic Antonio Accardo  
EMT Jared Acevedo  
EMT Miguel Acevedo  
EMT Bernadette Acosta  
Lieutenant Pedro Acosta  
EMT Bianca Adamita (2) 
EMT Ahmed Adekoya  
Paramedic Denzel Adonis  
EMT Christopher Agostino (2) 
Lieutenant Juan Aguirre  
EMT Paul Agulo  
Captain Nicholas Aiello  
Captain Jeanne Aikins  
EMT Shakeel Ajaz 
Paramedic Angie Alburquerque (3) 
Lieutenant Ashley Alejo (2) 
EMT Nicholas Alexander  
Paramedic Youssef Al Hammami  
Lieutenant Richard Alicea, II (2) 
EMT Yazan Alkhatib  
EMT Tamoy Allen  
Lieutenant Farouk Ally  
Lieutenant Anthony Almojera  
EMT Edward Alonzo  
EMT Jean Altidor, Jr.  
EMT Abdul Alvarado  
Paramedic Luis Alvarez  
Paramedic Vanessa Alveari  
Paramedic Natalia Alzate (2) 
Lieutenant Christopher Ang  
Lieutenant Timothy Anson (3) 
EMT Joseph Aranda  
Paramedic Hector Arbulu  
EMT Victoria Ardis  
EMT Johel Arias  
EMT Wesly Arias  
EMT Jonathan Armijos Torres  
EMT Giovanni Arsenault  
Paramedic Pietro Arsenault (2) 
Paramedic Steven Aumoithe (3) 
Paramedic Carlos Avellaneda (5) 
Paramedic Jesan-Michael Avila-Hyde  
Paramedic Angel Ayala  
EMT Sharon Aziz  
Paramedic Lancia Bailey-Hooper (2) 
Paramedic Carl Baker, Jr. (3) 
EMT Matthew Baldwin  
Paramedic Cedric Banton  
Paramedic Xiaotian Bao (2) 
EMT Fabrice Barnes  
EMT Michael Barrow  
Lieutenant Anthony Bartolomey  
Lieutenant Sereste Barton-Hossanah  
Lieutenant Brendan Bass (4) 
Lieutenant Moses Bastien (3) 
EMT Shawn Batson  
EMT Clarence Battle  

EMT Stephen Bauer  
Lieutenant Leonardo Bedoya  
Lieutenant William Bedoya  
Lieutenant Jared Beitel (4) 
EMT Douglas Bell  
EMT Chelot Bellerice  
EMT James Belly  
Paramedic Samuel Belton (2) 
EMT John Beltram  
EMT Brandon Benavente  
Lieutenant Joshua Benjamin  
EMT Dorothy Bennick (2) 
EMT Brandon Bentley  
EMT Francesco Berardi  
EMT Jamie Bernard  
Paramedic Jennifer Bernstein  
Paramedic Jennifer Berrio   
Lieutenant Victor Berrios (2) 
Paramedic Richard Berroa  
Paramedic Peter Bilardello  
EMT Todd Bilgore  
Paramedic Jonathan Billian (2) 
Paramedic Heather Bingham (2) 
EMT Franklyn Birnbaum  
EMT Joseph Bitetto  
EMT Kyle Blazo  
Paramedic Aline Bocanegra  
Lieutenant Peter Bockwoldt  
EMT Monsurat Bolds  
Paramedic Kenold Bonhomme (3) 
Lieutenant Peter Borriello (3) 
EMT Saverio Bosco, Jr.  
Lieutenant Kelly Boulter (2) 
Lieutenant Schyler Boyd (3) 
EMT Gloria Boyer  
Deputy Chief Richard Bracken  
Captain Michael Bradshaw  
Lieutenant Vanessa Brady (4) 
Paramedic Frederick Brandt (3) 
Lieutenant Kevin Bratholt  
Lieutenant Rudolph Brathwaite (5) 
EMT Kevin Brauer  
Paramedic Charles Braun  
Paramedic Cristina Braun  
EMT Yahav Brintouch  
Paramedic Benjamin Briu (2) 
Lieutenant Andrew Brock (2) 
Paramedic Keisha Brockington (2) 
Lieutenant Artur Bronshteyn (3) 
EMT Matthew Brower  
Paramedic Bruce Brown  
EMT Renee Brown  
Paramedic Bree Brown-Rosa (2) 
EMT Matthew Brucculeri (2) 
EMT Kaylie Bruce (2) 
EMT Ashley Bruhert  
Lieutenant Louis Brunk  
EMT Christopher Brunke  
EMT Emmanuel Bruno  
Paramedic Joseph Bubrowiecki (3) 
Lieutenant Daniel Burgos (4) 
EMT Vincent Burillo  

Paramedic Mary Burk  
EMT Steven Burke  
Paramedic Richard Burlew, Jr.  
Paramedic Peter Bushey (2) 
Paramedic Alexis Buttermark (3) 
Paramedic Alex Byrd (2) 
EMT John Byrne  
EMT William Byrnes  
EMT Rafal Bystry  
Lieutenant Giovanni Caballero  
EMT Anthony Caban  
EMT John Cabezas  
EMT Cody Cabrera  
Paramedic Yitzchok Cagan (2) 
EMT Walter Calderon  
Paramedic Christopher Caldwell (3) 
EMT Julio Camargo  
Paramedic Oscar Canada  
Lieutenant Gene Canel (2) 
Lieutenant Jerry Cange (5) 
EMT Michael Canny (2) 
EMT Jonathan Cano Gomez  
EMT Lisa Capellan  
EMT Paul Caperna  
EMT Tyrone Capers  
Lieutenant Mark Caplan (4) 
EMT Danielle Caporicci  
EMT John Capunay  
Paramedic Alberto Caraballo  
Paramedic James Carlson (2) 
Paramedic Gerald Carr (4) 
EMT Jean Carrie (2) 
Lieutenant Mark Carroll (2) 
Paramedic Dustin Carter  
Paramedic Jaquan Carter (2) 
EMT Sergio Cascio  
EMT Jeremy Caso  
Lieutenant Diana Cassa-Camarro (2) 
EMT Tatiana  Cassemiro  
EMT Salvator Cassonetto  
EMT Joseph Castelli  
Paramedic Sidney Castiblanco (2) 
EMT Luisa Castillo  
Paramedic Nancy Castro  
EMT Sandra Castro  
Paramedic Laura Catucci  
Paramedic Marcos Cavallo  
Lieutenant Steven Celestri  
Paramedic Joel Cerizier  
EMT Cesar Cevallos  
Paramedic Chin-Shan Chan  
Lieutenant Kai Chan (5) 
Paramedic Marvin Chan  
Lieutenant Christopher Chaplin (2) 
EMT Shaun Charkowick  
Paramedic Francisco Checo  
Paramedic Andy Chen  
EMT Arnold Chen  
Paramedic Dennis Chen  
EMT Rong Liang Chen  
EMT Oleksandr Chernov  
Paramedic Christabelle Chin (2) 

EMT Christopher Chin  
EMT Frank Cicciarello  
EMT Charles Cini  
Paramedic Jesus Ciriaco  
EMT Keith Clark  
EMT Courtney Clarke  
Captain Lizette Claro  
EMT Christopher Clement  
Lieutenant Johana Clerge  
Lieutenant Ryan Clunes (2) 
EMT Nikko Cocciolillo  
EMT Scott Cohan  
EMT Luke Cohen  
Lieutenant Dwayne Coley  
Paramedic Gardenia Collins  
Paramedic Andres Coll Martinez  
EMT Jovanny Colon  
Lieutenant Eric Colvil  
Paramedic Weber Compere  
EMT Steven Compitello  
EMT Steven Conboy  
EMT Kayla Consuegra  
EMT Sergio Contreras  
EMT Lucy Conway (3) 
Paramedic David Cook (3) 
EMT Shaniece Cooper  
Lieutenant Cindy Corcoran  
EMT James Cordero  
EMT Nicholas Cordero  
EMT Ronald Cordova (2) 
Paramedic Amanda Cornwall (3) 
EMT Joseph Corsale  
Paramedic Desiree Corsello  
Lieutenant Gary Cortez  
Paramedic Brian Cotiaux  
Paramedic Ali Coutard (2) 
Paramedic Jillian Cox (3) 
Lieutenant Anthony Cozzino  
EMT Kenneth Craig  
EMT Dina Crespo  
Paramedic James Crispino (4) 
EMT Spencer Crist  
Paramedic Christopher Crutchfield  
Paramedic Gina Cruz  
Paramedic Jessica Cruz  
EMT Joseph Cruz (2) 
Paramedic Rebecca Cruz  
Paramedic Yeny Cruz  
EMT Richard Cuccurullo  
EMT Joseph Cuello  
Paramedic Michael Cumberbatch  
EMT Daniel Cummings  
Paramedic Owen Cunningham  
Paramedic Patrick Cunningham  
Paramedic William Curley (2) 
EMT Peter Curry  
EMT Iyana Curtis  
EMT Michael Curtis (2) 
Lieutenant Timothy Cusack  
EMT Loribeth Cusumano  
Lieutenant Michael Daddona (2) 
Paramedic Shizam Dalbarry (2) 

Number in parentheses indicates multiple saves.
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Lieutenant Jonathan Damato (2) 
EMT Gary D’Aquila  
Lieutenant Kevin Darnowski (4) 
Paramedic Sencia Datilus (2) 
Paramedic Kerry David (3) 
EMT Michael Davis  
Captain Brendan Dean  
EMT Angela Degroot  
Lieutenant Jesus Deinnocentiis (2) 
Paramedic Gonzalo Dejesus (2) 
Paramedic Leslie Delahoz (2) 
Lieutenant William Delaney (2) 
Lieutenant David Deleon (4) 
EMT Helenmarie Delgado  
Paramedic Bryan Deliz  
Lieutenant Christopher Deluca  
Lieutenant Michael Demarco (2) 
EMT James Demartinis  
Lieutenant Christopher Demott  
Lieutenant Michael Dennehy  
EMT Brian Deroberts  
Paramedic Anthony Derocco  
Lieutenant Fredric Desarno, Jr. (3) 
EMT Jean Gardy Descollines  
Paramedic Lauraine Desilus (2) 
EMT Robert Desmond  
EMT Christopher Devine, Jr.  
Lieutenant Louis Devino (3) 
EMT Matthew Devito  
EMT Charles Diatta  
EMT Jeffrey Diaz (2) 
Paramedic Natalie Diaz  
EMT Rocky Diaz  
Paramedic Quentin Dillahunt  
Captain John Paul Dimen  
Paramedic Trinh Dinh  
EMT Snejana Dolgounova  
Paramedic Patrick Donawa  
EMT Ellis Dones  
Lieutenant Thomas Donofrio  
Paramedic George Doremus (2) 
EMT Michael Dorman  
Paramedic Frederick Dorner (2) 
EMT Ryan Dougherty  
EMT Naytasha Doyle (2) 
Lieutenant Erin Doyle-Pinson  
Lieutenant Angela Dragotto  
EMT Yanina Drebskaya  
EMT Elizabeth Driscoll  
Lieutenant Ian D’Souza (3) 
Lieutenant Steven Dubin  
EMT Brendan Duggan  
Paramedic Tholeme Dumay  
Lieutenant Susanne Duque (2) 
Paramedic Michelange Dussuau  
Paramedic Bryan Easop (2) 
EMT Andrew Eberlein  
EMT Christopher Echervarria (2) 
EMT Kristopher Eckert (2) 
Paramedic Wayne Edgar  
Captain Latrice Edwards (2) 
Paramedic Shakeyva Edwards (2) 
EMT Timothy Egan  
Paramedic Chanry Ek  
EMT Jasmine Emile  

Lieutenant John Emington  
EMT John Engle  
EMT John English  
Paramedic Watson Entwisle  
EMT Shareeka Epps (2) 
EMT Marvy Erazo  
EMT Vincent Ercolano  
Paramedic Jeffrey Espinal (2) 
Paramedic Liana Espinal (2) 
EMT Mark Estick  
EMT Tanya Etienne-Gonzalez (2) 
Lieutenant Aron Ezagui (3) 
EMT Matthew Faeth  
EMT Corinne Fairlie  
EMT Lekee Farley  
Lieutenant Dachary Farnum (3) 
Lieutenant Joseph Farrell  
EMT Peter Fazio  
Paramedic Daniel Fazzino  
EMT Ryan Fee  
Paramedic Daniel Fennell  
EMT Brian Ferguson  
Paramedic Xavier Fermin  
EMT Brian Fernandez (2) 
EMT Nicholas Ferraioli  
Paramedic Phillip Ferrara (3) 
EMT Thomas Ferrara (3) 
EMT Vincent Ferrari  
Paramedic Ray Ferreira  
EMT Daniel Fetchik  
EMT Richard Field  
Lieutenant Alvin Figueroa (2) 
EMT Erick Figueroa Pauta (2) 
Lieutenant Charles Fiske (4) 
Lieutenant Stanislav Flaksman  
EMT Paul Floridia (2) 
Lieutenant Richard Flower  
Lieutenant Iisha Floyd (2) 
Paramedic Ronald Floyd  
EMT Bruce Fonseca  
EMT Richard Forrester (2) 
EMT Anthony Fracchiolla  
Paramedic Michael Frail  
Paramedic Dante Francisco  
Lieutenant Helen Franco  
EMT Jewel Fraser  
Paramedic Brian Frayne  
Lieutenant Michael Fregonese (2) 
Paramedic Stephanie French  
EMT Edward Friske  
Lieutenant Joshua Frumer  
EMT Anthony Gadison  
Paramedic Japhet Gaengan  
Lieutenant John Gagliano  
Paramedic Dwane Gamble  
EMT Arlene Garcia  
Paramedic Christian Garcia  
EMT Desiree Garcia (2) 
Paramedic Jenice Garcia (2) 
Paramedic Jessy Garcia  
Lieutenant Leonore Joy Garcia  
EMT Rene Garcia Reyes (2) 
Paramedic Joshua Gardner (2) 
EMT Patrick Garrett (2) 
EMT Michael Garzon  

Captain Joseph Gasparini  
Paramedic Juan Gavilanes (2) 
EMT Giovanny Gaviria  
EMT Anatoliy Gavrilov  
Paramedic Schuyler Gazzo (2) 
EMT Angela Geldard (2) 
Paramedic Franer Genois (2) 
EMT Jesse Gentile (2) 
Paramedic Shewain George  
Lieutenant Edward Gerber (6) 
Paramedic James Geronimo (2) 
EMT Lucas Gerrato  
Paramedic Matthew Giacalone  
Paramedic Christopher Gilkes  
EMT Akeem Gill  
Lieutenant Annemarie Girgenti (4) 
EMT Matthew Girlando (3) 
Lieutenant Sheldon Glaubach (2) 
Lieutenant Michael Glenn (2) 
EMT Don Goepfert  
EMT Shakeem Goines (2) 
EMT Joseph Goldberg (2) 
EMT Kurt Gollerstepper  
Lieutenant Surain Gomes (2) 
Paramedic Alexander Gomez (2) 
Lieutenant Awilda Gomez  
EMT Yonh Gomez  
Paramedic Christopher Gonzales (2) 
Lieutenant Jason Gonzales  
Paramedic Sergio Gonzales  
Paramedic Andre Gonzalez (2) 
Lieutenant Daniel Gonzalez  
Paramedic Enrique Gonzalez  
Paramedic Edwin Gonzalez (3) 
EMT Joshua Gonzalez  
EMT Kallie Gonzalez  
EMT Luis Gonzalez  
Lieutenant Raymond Gonzalez  
EMT Anthony Gordon  
Paramedic Bernard Gordon (2) 
Paramedic Joshua Goset  
Lieutenant Valerie Gosling-Martinez (4) 
EMT Cody Gottsch (2) 
EMT Andrea Graci  
Lieutenant Kahlia Graham  
EMT Justin Granados  
Paramedic Kimberly Grandel  
Paramedic Keniesha Grant  
EMT Blauri Graterol  
EMT William Graziano, Jr.  
EMT Maurice Green  
Lieutenant David Greenidge  
Paramedic Jason Greibesland  
Lieutenant Jeremy Griffel  
Paramedic Barry Gruenbaum (2) 
EMT Kamil  Grzymala  
Paramedic Sheng Gu (2) 
EMT Chavali Guance  
Paramedic Samuel Guardiola  
EMT Joseph Guastamacchia  
EMT Iris Guo  
MD Christopher Guszack  
EMT Andrew Gutierrez  
Lieutenant Bryant Gutierrez  
Lieutenant Luis Gutierrez (3) 

Paramedic Lydia Gutnick  
EMT Isaac Guzman  
Lieutenant Nancy Gwillym (4) 
Paramedic Lana Hagai  
Paramedic Christopher Hagemann  
EMT Sharona Hagler  
Paramedic Claude Hall  
Lieutenant Elise Hanlon  
Paramedic Lorena Hanton  
Paramedic Luke Hardcastle  
EMT Rajindra Harnarain  
Paramedic John Harney (5) 
Paramedic Dindeyal Harricharan  
Paramedic Jaclyn Harris (2) 
Lieutenant Bevonia Harrison (3) 
Paramedic Lauren Hartnett (2) 
EMT Omar Harvey  
EMT Kenneth Haughton  
EMT Noel Haughton  
EMT Devante Hazel (3) 
Lieutenant John Heer  
EMT Tiana Hendricks  
EMT Dana Henricksen  
EMT Sandra Henriques (2) 
Paramedic Juan Henriquez (2) 
EMT Tyan Henry  
Paramedic Brendon Hernandez  
EMT Brittany Hernandez (3) 
EMT Dawil Hernandez  
Paramedic Henry Hernandez  
Paramedic Henry Hernandez, Jr.  
EMT Doris Herrera-Lozado  
EMT Orlando Hewitt (3) 
Paramedic Madelyn Higueros (2) 
Paramedic Luke Hill (3) 
Paramedic Walter Hochbrueckner (2) 
EMT Edward Hochhauser  
Paramedic Andrew Hodges (4) 
Paramedic Simon Holyland (2) 
Paramedic Shoshana Holzberg-Pill  
EMT Ivan Hom  
Paramedic Chaundel Homer  
Paramedic Jimmy Hong  
Paramedic Michael Hood (2) 
Paramedic Andriy Hrycyck (3) 
Paramedic Joseph Hudak  
EMT Keston Huggins  
EMT Marshall Hunt (2) 
Paramedic Robert Hunt (2) 
Lieutenant Oneil Hunter  
Paramedic Mohammad Hussain  
Lieutenant Derek Hutchinson  
Paramedic Alix Hyacinthe  
EMT Robert Hyde  
Lieutenant Bruce Hydock, Jr. (2) 
Paramedic Jennifer Hyppolite  
EMT Tara Ihnken  
Paramedic Eric Ingram (2) 
EMT William Iommi  
EMT Jermaine  Irving (2) 
Lieutenant Amanda Isenberg  
Paramedic Derron Israel (4) 
Lieutenant Matt Jachyra (2) 
EMT Daniel Jakubczak  
Paramedic Dennis Jamieson (2) 
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Paramedic Timothy Janis  
EMT Tony Jarani (2) 
Lieutenant Samuel Jaroslawicz (2) 
Paramedic Ra Jassir (2) 
EMT David Jean-Baptiste  
EMT Dukens Jean-Baptiste  
EMT Chavay Jennings  
Paramedic Marcus Jerome (2) 
EMT Jonathan Jeronimo  
Lieutenant Samuel Jimenez  
Paramedic Chauncey Johnson  
EMT Tosha Johnson  
Lieutenant Andre Jones  
EMT Andrew Jones  
Paramedic Brenda Jones (2) 
Paramedic Daniel Jones  
EMT Raheam Jones  
EMT Suzette Jordan (2) 
Paramedic Jeffrey Joseph (5) 
EMT Francis Jost  
Lieutenant Paula Josten (4) 
Lieutenant Sean Josten  
EMT Christopher Juanilla  
EMT Cendra Jules  
EMT Michael Kakeh  
EMT Raymond Kane  
Paramedic Aleksandr Kaplan  
EMT Deana Kaygorodova  
EMT William Keating  
EMT Jessica Keeley (2) 
Lieutenant Edward Keenan  
EMT Althea Kelly  
EMT Kathleen Kelly  
Paramedic Robert Kelly  
Lieutenant Sikina Kemp  
EMT Lecept Kennedy, Jr.  
Paramedic Travis Kessel (2) 
Paramedic Adil Khalid (2) 
Lieutenant Omran Khan (2) 
Lieutenant Pavel Khriyenko  
EMT Ki Hyun Kim  
EMT Min Tae Kim  
Paramedic Jannell King (2) 
Paramedic Roderick King  
Paramedic Andrey Kirichenko (3) 
Paramedic Sergiy Kiseliuk (2) 
EMT Rossi Kissoon  
Lieutenant Moshe Klein (3) 
Paramedic Steven Kleinberg (2) 
EMT Michael Klimkiewicz  
Lieutenant Christian Komondorea (2) 
Paramedic Brendan Konrad (2) 
Lieutenant Peter Koretzky  
Paramedic John Korinek  
Paramedic Ewa Koszowska (3) 
EMT John Kozak  
EMT Marc Krokowski  
Lieutenant George Kroustallis  
EMT Marco Lacertosa  
Lieutenant Monique Lacroze (2) 
EMT Amy Lagaris  
Lieutenant Erica Laguer (2) 
Captain George Lampon (3) 
Paramedic Paul Lananna  
EMT Esteban Landa, Jr.  

Lieutenant Yahki Langford (4) 
Paramedic Nicholas Larocca  
Paramedic Kevin Laroy  
EMT Laticia Larrier (2) 
EMT Frank Latino  
Lieutenant Terence Lau (5) 
Paramedic Crystal Lawrence  
EMT Tyler Lawson  
Paramedic Adrian Lazar  
Lieutenant Jason Lazar  
Lieutenant Pierre Lazarre (2) 
Paramedic Andy Le  
Lieutenant Kevin Lebby (6) 
Lieutenant Kenneth Lebow (2) 
Paramedic Juan Lebron (4) 
EMT Peter Ledwith  
Paramedic Hyo Gap Lee (2) 
Lieutenant Warren Lees (2) 
Paramedic Daniel Lefebvre  
EMT Kenneth Leger  
Lieutenant Nancy Leger (2) 
EMT Robert Leich  
EMT Alexa Leo  
Paramedic Christopher Leon  
Lieutenant Vito Leone  
Paramedic Wayne Leslie (2) 
Paramedic Thomas Leto  
EMT Shanice Lewis  
EMT Anne Li  
Paramedic Christine Li  
Paramedic Randy Li (2) 
Lieutenant Ron Li  
EMT Xue-Hua Li  
Lieutenant Justin Lim (5) 
EMT Zhang Kai Lin (2) 
Paramedic Jesse Lipton  
Lieutenant Maureen Little  
Paramedic Krystle Liz  
Paramedic Darren Lolk  
Paramedic John Lomagno  
EMT Michael Lombardi (2) 
Lieutenant Alice Lomino (3) 
Paramedic Hoover Lopez (2) 
Lieutenant Lisa Lopez (2) 
Paramedic Missael Lopez-Sanchez  
EMT Shirley Lorquet  
Paramedic Michael Loscalzo (3) 
Lieutenant Alexander Loutsky (5) 
Paramedic Josue Luciano  
Paramedic Geraldine Luna  
EMT Gary Luten (2) 
EMT Sondra Luzzicone  
Paramedic Andrew Mach (2) 
Lieutenant Richard Machado  
EMT Dennis Machtel  
Paramedic Nicholas Magro  
Paramedic Kevin Maher  
Paramedic Ralph Maisonneuve  
EMT Delroy Maitland  
Lieutenant Valeri Makarets (2) 
Lieutenant David Malayev (3) 
EMT Pedro Malo  
Paramedic Andrew Malone (3) 
EMT Jessica Mancino (2) 
Lieutenant Neil Mancuso  

EMT Christina Manno (2) 
Paramedic Wilfredo Manrique (2) 
Paramedic Anthony Marascia (2) 
Paramedic Raymond Marin (3) 
Lieutenant John Marino (2) 
Paramedic David Mark  
Captain Julio Marrero  
Lieutenant Michael Mars  
Lieutenant Thomas Marsden (2) 
EMT Dazmine Marshall  
EMT Hayden Marshall  
EMT Jermaine Marshall  
Paramedic Matthew Marshall  
EMT Segan Marshall  
EMT Harry Marthone  
EMT Felicitas Martin, Jr.  
Lieutenant Michael Martin  
EMT Jesse Martinez  
EMT Marvin Martinez  
EMT Orlando Martinez  
Lieutenant Rudy Martinez (2) 
Paramedic Sergio Martinez (2) 
Paramedic Noe Martinez Garcia  
Lieutenant Anthony Marullo, Jr. (4) 
Lieutenant Renae Mascol  
EMT Sabrina Mason  
EMT Franklin Mateo (2) 
Paramedic Daniel Mathieu  
Paramedic Eric Matonis (3) 
Lieutenant Conrad Matos (4) 
Paramedic James Matthews (2) 
Lieutenant Kurt Maurer (5) 
EMT Jacqueline Mauro  
Paramedic Vincent Mazzarella  
Lieutenant Daniel Mboh (2) 
Paramedic Ainsworth McCalla, Jr.  
Lieutenant Charles McCarren, III (2) 
EMT Amanda McCarthy  
Paramedic John McConnell  
EMT Dylan McCoy  
Paramedic James McDale, Jr.  
EMT Christopher McDaniels (2) 
Lieutenant James McGee (3) 
Captain Sean McGrath  
Paramedic Cullen McGraw  
Paramedic James McGuire  
Paramedic Brian McIntyre  
EMT Kyle McKenna  
EMT Matthew McKenzie  
EMT Kevin McKeon  
EMT Michael McLune  
Paramedic Thomas McQuoid (2) 
EMT Stephanie McVicar (2) 
Lieutenant Joe McWilliams (2) 
Paramedic Gracelynn Medina (2) 
EMT Rafael Medina (2) 
EMT Sonia Medina  
EMT Brian Melaragno  
Lieutenant Michael Melas  
EMT Jennifer Melendez (2) 
EMT Manuel Melendez  
Paramedic Theodore Melnick  
Paramedic Byron Melo  
EMT Jonathan Mendez  
EMT Randy Mercedes  

Captain William Merrins  
Paramedic Kenny Metellus (2) 
EMT Vincenzo Mezzacappa  
Lieutenant Alexandru Mihailescu  
EMT Michael Miller  
Paramedic Robert Miller  
EMT Matthew Millet  
EMT Michael Mitnik  
EMT Rahjae-Ann Mitto  
EMT Gladimyr Moise (2) 
EMT Frank Montana, Jr.  
Paramedic Edith Moog  
EMT Joseph Mora  
EMT Giovanie Morales  
Paramedic Jorge Morales  
EMT Joshua Morel (3) 
Lieutenant Julie Moreland  
EMT Christopher Moreno (2) 
Paramedic Melanie Moreno (2) 
EMT Shane Morris (2) 
Paramedic Brian Morrissey (3) 
EMT Kelvin Mota  
Lieutenant Emily Moy  
Lieutenant Carlos Muller  
Paramedic Ludmila Muller  
Paramedic Brendan Mulroy  
Paramedic Marc Muratore  
EMT Daniel  Murray (3) 
EMT Wykeem Murray  
EMT Connor Mushlit  
EMT Amanda Musso (3) 
EMT Don Muthukuda  
EMT Samerah Nagi  
Paramedic Johanna Nan (2) 
EMT Jamilah Nance  
EMT Ciro Napolitano  
EMT Matthew Neary  
EMT Ciana Negron  
Captain Jonathan Negron (2) 
EMT Carey Nelson, Jr.  
Lieutenant Moses Nelson  
EMT Natasha Nembhard (2) 
Paramedic Vladimir Nikulin  
EMT Nariman Niyazov  
EMT Sade Noel  
Paramedic Heather Norden  
Paramedic Stephen Northmore (2) 
Paramedic Kamola Nosirova  
EMT Nana Ntim  
Lieutenant Eric Nunez  
EMT Orlando Nunez  
Lieutenant Marat Nurilov (2) 
EMT Joanna Ocana  
Lieutenant Jason Ochoa  
EMT Kerry O’Connor  
Paramedic Krista O’Dea  
Paramedic Justin O’Grady (4) 
Paramedic Kevin Oh (2) 
Paramedic Kevin O’Hara  
EMT Charles Okai  
Paramedic Cristina Oliver  
EMT Carlos Olivera  
EMT Michael Olsen  
Paramedic Meleki O’Neal (3) 
Paramedic Arelis Oquendo  
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EMT Frantz Oriol  
Paramedic Alexander Orive (2) 
Lieutenant Christopher Orlik (2) 
Lieutenant Daniel Ornstein (2) 
EMT Andrew O’Rourke  
Lieutenant Joel Orr (3) 
Lieutenant Ricardo Ortega (2) 
EMT Justin Ortiz  
EMT Kenneth Ortiz (2) 
Paramedic Seleiz Ortiz Arredondo  
Paramedic Niall O’Shaughnessy  
Paramedic Yari Osorio (2) 
Paramedic Leonardo Ospino (2) 
Paramedic James O’Sullivan (2) 
Lieutenant Ricardo Otero  
Lieutenant Kyle Owens (4) 
Lieutenant Arnold Pabon (4) 
Paramedic Edva Pace (2) 
EMT Jose Pacheco  
Paramedic Luis Pacheco  
EMT Miguel A. Pacheco (2) 
Paramedic Anthony Palmato (2) 
EMT John Palmer  
EMT Lamar Palmer  
EMT John Pangal  
EMT Delphena Panton (2) 
Paramedic Victoria Papazian  
Paramedic Lennon Parasram (3) 
Paramedic McCray Parchment  
EMT Hazel Parkins  
Captain Linda Parlamenti  
EMT Jose Parra  
Paramedic Hanifa Parris  
Paramedic Diana Partyka  
Paramedic Francis Pasterak (3) 
EMT John Patakakis  
Paramedic Angela Patanio  
EMT Anal Patel (2) 
Paramedic Miteshkumar Patel  
EMT Deanna Patterson (2) 
EMT Marvin Paul (2) 
Paramedic Anthony Paulino (2) 
Lieutenant Siul Paulino  
EMT Robert Pav  
EMT Jake Pearlman  
EMT Olga Pedrero  
Paramedic Amaury Pena  
EMT Justin Pena (2) 
Lieutenant Esmerelda Pepper-Gonzalez (3) 
EMT Gisneiry Peralta  
Lieutenant Edward Perez (2) 
Paramedic Jamil Perez  
Lieutenant Jose Perez  
EMT Jose Perez  
Paramedic Nicole Perez  
EMT Troy Perez (2) 
Paramedic Ashley Pernice  
Paramedic Hemraj Persaud  
EMT Nathan Persaud  
Paramedic Robert Persaud (2) 
EMT Jonathan Petrizzo  
EMT Rory Pettus  
Lieutenant Jon Phelan (2) 
Paramedic John Picone  

EMT Piotr Piechota  
Paramedic Christopher Pierce  
EMT Carla Pierre  
Paramedic Leslie Pignataro  
Paramedic John Pike  
Paramedic Rodrigo Pinto  
Paramedic James Pione (2) 
EMT Paul Pipitone  
Paramedic Jermy Pizarro (2) 
Paramedic Ivan Placido  
Lieutenant Lindy Polanco  
Paramedic Vadim Polishchuk (2) 
EMT Vincent Polizzi  
EMT Nicholas Polizzotti  
EMT Devon Pollard (2) 
Paramedic James Porras (2) 
Lieutenant Michael Potasso  
Paramedic Nicole Powell (3) 
Lieutenant Todd Pressler  
EMT Alessandra Prestigiacomo  
Lieutenant Robin Printy  
Paramedic Zachary Prochik  
Paramedic Nicole Pucciarelli  
Paramedic Janet Puente  
EMT Adrian Puentes  
EMT Waldo Puerto  
EMT Pablo Quesada  
Lieutenant Jeffrey Quigley  
Lieutenant John Quiles  
EMT Pablo Quinde  
Lieutenant Antonio Quinones  
Lieutenant Eddie Radovic (2) 
Lieutenant John Raftery  
EMT Kimberly Rago (2) 
Paramedic Usman Rahyab  
EMT Nicholas Raia (2) 
Captain Kevin Ramdayal  
Paramedic Angel Ramirez  
Lieutenant Vanessa Ramirez  
EMT Alexir Ramos, Jr.  
EMT Gerlis Ramos (2) 
Paramedic Jairo Ramos (2) 
EMT Kaity Ramos (2) 
Paramedic Veronica Ramos  
Paramedic Vijay Rampersad  
Paramedic Nigel Ramsook (2) 
Paramedic Shaeumos Rand  
EMT Anthony Randazzo  
EMT Reginald Raphael  
EMT Asraf Rashid (2) 
EMT Darius Ratliff  
Lieutenant Ronald Ratz, Jr.  
EMT Denes Ravel  
Captain James Rawcliffe  
Lieutenant Shlomo Raymon  
Paramedic Charles Raynor  
Lieutenant William Razenson (2) 
Paramedic Andrew Reiner  
Paramedic Roberto Remon  
Paramedic Pauline Restrepo  
EMT Jose Rey  
EMT Joey Reyes  
Paramedic Vanessa Reyes  
Paramedic Alvin Rhaburn, Jr.  

Paramedic Kenroy Ricknauth  
EMT Steve Rienhardt  
EMT Alex Riggio  
EMT Nicholas Rinaldi  
Lieutenant Diane Rivas (2) 
Paramedic Ariel Rivera  
EMT David Rivera  
Paramedic Jonathan Rivera  
EMT Justin Rivera  
EMT Matthew Rivera  
Paramedic Michael Rivera  
Paramedic Peter Rivera (2) 
Paramedic Elda Rizzieri (3) 
EMT Curtis Roberson  
EMT Delroy Roberts  
EMT Dujohn Roberts (2) 
Paramedic Earl Roberts (3) 
Paramedic Peter Roberts (2) 
Lieutenant Marc Robertson  
EMT Richard Robertson  
EMT Ashanti Robinson  
Lieutenant Taish Robinson  
Lieutenant Latoya Rock (2) 
Lieutenant Brandon Rodriguez  
EMT Henry Rodriguez  
EMT Jeanine Rodriguez  
Paramedic Joshua Rodriguez (3) 
Lieutenant Jovan Rodriguez  
Lieutenant Juan Rodriguez  
Captain Luis Rodriguez  
EMT William Rodriguez (3) 
Lieutenant Craig Roeder (4) 
Paramedic Brian Romaner (3) 
EMT Ruben Romano  
EMT Joseph Romeo  
EMT Jesus Rosa  
Captain Carin Rosado  
EMT Paul Rosado (2) 
Paramedic Richard Rosado  
EMT Jhonny Rosado-Garcia  
EMT Darlene Marie Roschbach  
EMT Seleana Rosenberg  
EMT James Rosengrant (2) 
Lieutenant Andrew Rosenthal  
EMT Jonathan Rothman (4) 
Lieutenant Scott Rothschild  
Paramedic Safiyah Rouse  
EMT Michael Rowden-Weiner  
Lieutenant Edward Ruiz  
EMT William Rush  
Paramedic Dean Russell (2) 
Paramedic Nicketo Russell (2) 
Lieutenant George Russo (2) 
Lieutenant Nicholas Ryan  
EMT Felix Saavedra (2) 
EMT Makenzie Saborowski  
Paramedic Anna Sadowska (2) 
EMT Dolores Saez  
Paramedic Evandale Ruby Sajo (2) 
EMT Anthony Sala  
EMT Paul Saladis, III  
Paramedic Elizabeth Salazar (3) 
EMT Tyler Sammy  
EMT Michelle Sampson (2) 

EMT Edmond Samuel  
Paramedic Jhovanny Sanchez  
EMT Ricardo Sanchez (2) 
EMT Ryan Sanchez  
EMT Desiree Sanders  
EMT Felipe Sangurima  
EMT Rick-Adler Sanon  
EMT Luis Santana  
Paramedic Steven Santaniello  
Paramedic Michael Santiago  
Paramedic Michelle Santiago  
EMT Rosado Santilla  
Paramedic Nicolas Santini  
EMT Kayla Saraniero  
EMT Angela Sarcone  
EMT Joseph Sarro (3) 
Paramedic Tenille Saunders (2) 
EMT Rupert Savage  
EMT John Scanlon (2) 
Paramedic Steven Scarinzi  
Paramedic Javin Schaefer  
EMT Dukens Schapira, Jr.  
Lieutenant Jonathan Schechter  
Paramedic Brent Scheidell (2) 
Lieutenant Charles Schwager  
EMT Tanisha Scott  
Paramedic Joao Seabra  
Paramedic Oneila Seaton  
EMT Joseph Segot  
Paramedic Andres Segovia (2) 
Paramedic Hakim Sehad (3) 
EMT Martin Senitt-Escobar  
EMT Eric Serrano  
EMT Morgan Setorie  
EMT Thomas Seyford  
EMT Samson Shakarian  
Paramedic Chunghing Sham (2) 
Paramedic Stephen Sham  
EMT Aron Shamayev  
EMT Jason Shander  
Lieutenant Ajay Sharma (2) 
Paramedic Kimberly Sharpe (4) 
Lieutenant Allison Shaughnessy  
EMT Ivon Sherif  
Paramedic Mark Shilen (2) 
EMT Karen Shoker  
Paramedic Viktoriya Shubina  
Paramedic Meir Shubowitz (2) 
Paramedic Thomas Siciliano  
EMT Daniel Sieger  
EMT Thomas Siggia (2) 
Lieutenant Edmund Signer (3) 
Paramedic Kenneth Silas  
Paramedic Joshua Silver (2) 
EMT Johnathan Silvera  
EMT Johny Simonis  
Lieutenant Derrick Simpkins  
Paramedic Tyrone Sims  
Paramedic Sarbh Singh  
Paramedic Sherry Singleton  
Paramedic Konstantino Skamalos (2) 
EMT Robert Skarda (2) 
EMT Sylvain Slominski  
Paramedic Erika Smith (2) 
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Paramedic Hugh Smith, II (3) 
EMT Ian Smith  
Paramedic John Smith  
Paramedic Shawn Smith  
Lieutenant Theresa Smith-Hawkins  
Paramedic Ervin Sobiev (2) 
Lieutenant Magdalena Sobocinski (2) 
EMT Jessica Sosa (3) 
EMT Nicole Sosa  
Lieutenant Anthony Soto  
Lieutenant Philip Soto (2) 
EMT Marie Nicole Souffrant (7) 
EMT Michael Spalletta  
Lieutenant Jason Spandorf  
Paramedic David Sparaco  
EMT Daniel Sparnroft  
Paramedic Peter Spink  
Paramedic David Spooner  
Paramedic Kellan Squire  
Paramedic Soraya Squire  
EMT Sean Stenson  
Paramedic Gerald Stepanyk (2) 
Paramedic Dwayne Stewart  
EMT Casey Stiller (2) 
EMT Eric Stone (2) 
Lieutenant Richard Stone  
Paramedic Michael Strobel  
Paramedic Arron Stuart  
EMT Maggie Studsrud (2) 
EMT Michael Stuhler  
EMT Jason Stukes (2) 
Paramedic Tzu Kai Su  
EMT Henry Suazo  
EMT Tatiana Summerville (2) 
Lieutenant Jason Sutherland  
EMT Steven Sweet (3) 
EMT Johanna Swiderski  
EMT Victor Sylvester  
EMT Vincent Taccetta  
Lieutenant Seon Taitt  
Paramedic Gallant Tam  
EMT David Taranto (3) 
Lieutenant Edwin Tario  
Lieutenant Christopher Taylor  

Paramedic Glen Taylor (3) 
Lieutenant Erika Tejada (5) 
EMT Jasper Tenorio  
Paramedic Alex Tepliy (2) 
Paramedic Anthony Terranova (4) 
EMT Karan Thadhani (2) 
Paramedic Elwood Thomas (5) 
Lieutenant Jalaine Thomas  
EMT Orlando Thomas (2) 
Paramedic Wayne Thomas  
Paramedic Claire Thompson (3) 
Paramedic Julianne Tien  
EMT William Timony (2) 
EMT Mark Tome  
Paramedic Jean Tondreau  
Paramedic Erin Toner (2) 
Paramedic Michael Toomey (2) 
Lieutenant Alberto Torres  
EMT Christopher Torres (2) 
EMT Jeremyah Torres (2) 
EMT Joshua Torres  
Lieutenant Laura Torres  
EMT Joseph Torrillo, Jr. (3) 
Paramedic Anthony Tortorici  
EMT Jamal Townsley (3) 
Lieutenant Gerardo Toyloy  
EMT John Travis (2) 
EMT Rafael Trinidad  
Lieutenant Timothy Troeber  
Paramedic Alex Tull (4) 
Lieutenant Giovanni Tumbaco (3) 
Paramedic Mahaujah Turner  
Paramedic Alexei Turzhavskiy  
Lieutenant Michael Ullman  
EMT Yves Ulysse (3) 
EMT Tina Upshur (3) 
EMT Mariano Urage  
Paramedic Roberto Urena  
Paramedic Peter  Vaccaro (2) 
EMT Laurenann Valdez  
Paramedic Richardo Valencia  
Paramedic Chez Valenta  
EMT Erick Valentin  
Paramedic Robert Vales  

Paramedic Charles Valicenti  
Lieutenant Joanna Vanegas (3) 
Paramedic Kyle Van Nostrand (2) 
Lieutenant Lee Vargas  
EMT Anthony Vass (3) 
EMT Roy Velez  
EMT Fernando Venancio Huerta  
EMT Keneisha Venzen  
EMT Valerie Vera Tudela  
EMT Nicholas Villacci (2) 
Paramedic Philip Villafane  
Lieutenant John Vives (2) 
EMT Gabriel Vladu  
Paramedic Edgar Vormnadiryan  
EMT Andrew Vuolo (2) 
EMT Abigail Wacha  
EMT Niecia Walker  
EMT Thomas Wall (2) 
Lieutenant Paul Wallace  
Lieutenant Kathleen Walsh (2) 
EMT Ryan Walsh (5) 
Lieutenant Raymond Wang  
EMT James Ward (3) 
Lieutenant William Warr  
Lieutenant Scott Waryold (2) 
Paramedic Andrew Wasniewski (2) 
EMT Samuel Wasserman  
EMT Michael Watenberg (2) 
EMT Elliot Weathers (2) 
EMT Justin Weber  
EMT Frank Webers  
EMT Abraham Weinstein (2) 
Lieutenant Rebecca Weisman  
EMT Warren Welch  
EMT Kevin Wells (4) 
EMT Steven Welsh  
Paramedic Keith Werner, Jr. (2) 
Lieutenant Darren Wetsell  
EMT James Wheaton  
EMT Malaysia Wheeless (2) 
EMT Alwain White  
Lieutenant  Michael White 
EMT Frederick Whiteside (2) 
EMT Michal  Wierzbicki  

Paramedic Peter Wilken  
Lieutenant Marvin Williams  
EMT Raquel Williams  
EMT Wayne Williams  
Paramedic Jennifer Wilson  
EMT Monique Wilson  
EMT Richard Wilson, Jr.  
EMT Trevon Wiltshire  
Lieutenant Asher Winik  
Paramedic Shlomo Winkler (5) 
EMT Maggie Wit  
Paramedic Alexander Witkowski  
EMT Dennis Wong  
Lieutenant Kam Wong (2) 
EMT Ming Wong  
Lieutenant Patrick Worms (2) 
Paramedic Collin Wright (2) 
EMT Samuel Wright  
Paramedic Sean Wright  
Lieutenant Hilda Wu  
Paramedic Ming Ze Wu  
Paramedic Jaron Wyche (3) 
EMT Hicham Yacobi  
Paramedic Gedion Yagudayev  
EMT Wenda Ye  
EMT Deanna Yearwood  
Paramedic Andrew Yen (3) 
Paramedic Paul Yoon (2) 
EMT Sung Jun Yoon  
EMT Richard Young  
Paramedic Wayne Young, Jr.  
Paramedic Kenny Yu (2) 
Lieutenant Paul Yunek  
Paramedic Roman Yusupov (5) 
EMT Kenneth Zaita (3) 
EMT Blanca Zambrano (2) 
Lieutenant Mohmedidris Zanpawala  
EMT Katherine Zeron Ortega  
Paramedic Ting Ting Zheng  
Paramedic John Ziegler (2) 
EMT Damian Ziemah (3) 
EMT Nicholas Zinzer  
EMT Andrew Zucker  

EMS UNIT OF THE MONTH—2019
Month Station Unit Members
January 16 81G3 EMTs Luke Cohen, Craig Mogilovsky, John Scanlon 
February 7 07E1 EMTs Timothy Duffy, Walter Enquist, Douglas Gertz 
March 55 26F2 EMTs Conor Costello, Neil Torres, Frank Vela
April 39 39B2 EMTs Kenneth Barriteau, Jesus Rosa, Shawn Schlosser
May 8 06X2 Paramedics Daniel Fazzino, Adil Khalid, Winslow Luna 
June 54 54A1 EMTs Salvatore Cassonetto, Thomas Egan, Kyle Stephens 
July 57 37H2 EMTs Kathleen Kelly, Marc Krokowski, Jose Parra, John Travis
August 16 16D2 EMTs Claire Harewood, Ciara Ortiz, Stacey Schellong
September 7 07D2 EMTs Peter Cirelli, Thomas Gray, Michael Ragusa
October 43 33C3 EMTs David DeFranco, Paul Saladis, Joseph Torrillo, Jr. 
November 27 27A2 EMTs Michael Fitzpatrick, Kyle Garrabrant, John Jonas, Jr. 
December 47 47F2 EMTs Maria Azzinaro, Tyler Ostrander, Jason Romero 
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MEDAL AND AWARD DONORS
Chief of Department 

Peter J. Ganci, Jr. Medal

Established in 2020, this medal is named for 
Chief of Department Peter J. Ganci, Jr., the 

highest ranking uniformed member of the Depart-
ment killed on September 11, 2001. Chief Ganci is 
one of 343 FDNY members who made the Supreme 
Sacrifice that day. He gave his life while leading 
the rescue effort to the terrorist attacks at the World 
Trade Center. The medal is to be awarded annually 
for the highest act of bravery by a Firefighter or Fire 
Officer and takes the place of the James Gordon 
Bennett Medal, which was awarded annually from 
1869 until 2019.  (Page 11)
 

Brooklyn Citizens Medal/
FF Louis Valentino Award

In 1896, a committee of Brooklynites endowed 
this medal “to be given to the most deserving Fire-

fighter in the Brooklyn Fire Department, as he/she 
shall be selected by the Fire Department of the City 
of New York.” The Fire Foundation of New York, 
Inc., funds this award, Kenneth Bronstein, Presi-
dent. The recipient also is awarded the Firefighter 
Louis Valentino Award, a medal endowed since 
1998 by Diane Valentino and the Valentino family.    
 (Page 12)

Christopher J. Prescott Medal

Named in honor of EMT Christopher Prescott, the 
first EMS member to make the Supreme Sac-

rifice in the line of duty in 1994, the Prescott Medal 
is the highest honor bestowed upon a member of the 
Bureau of EMS. Endowed by the Uniformed EMTs 
and Paramedics and Fire Inspectors Union. Also en-
dowed by former First Assistant Fire Commissioner, 
Robert A. Ungar, Legislative Counsel to the Union.  
       (Page 13) 

Hugh Bonner Medal

Named in honor of Chief Hugh Bonner, “a stal-
wart Chief of Department who preferred to rule 

by example.” The medal first was awarded in 1897.  
 (Page 14)

Honor Legion Medal

The Honor Legion is open only to “the bravest of 
the Bravest,” both active and retired. Prerequi-

sites for membership are confined to Firefighters of 
all ranks who have received Department recogni-
tion and been granted a Class I, II or III award for 
deeds of valor performed at imminent risk to their 
lives. First awarded in 1984 and endowed by the 
Honor Legion.  (Page 14)

Emily Trevor/Mary B. Warren Medal

These sisters, in their deed of gift, wrote “...for 
the purpose of encouraging the members of the 

force in the exercise...of heroic endeavor under cir-
cumstances of special danger.” Awarded for the first 
time in 1899.  (Page 15) 

Thomas E. Crimmins Medal

First awarded in 1912. In memory of her father, 
Thomas E. Crimmins, contractor, builder, loyal 

New Yorker and son of a volunteer Fireman, Mrs. 
May M. Burke provided for the endowment of the 
Crimmins Memorial Medal. Additional award from 
Honorary Fire Commissioner Dorothy Marks, in 
memory of Jeffrey S. Childs, great-great-grand-
son of Thomas Crimmins. Also funded by the Fire 
Foundation of New York, Inc., Kenneth Bronstein, 
President. (Page 16)

 Thomas A. Kenny Memorial Medal 

Honorary Deputy Chief William F. Kenny en-
dowed this medal in memory of his father, a 

Battalion Chief who served in the Department, 
faithfully and conspicuously, from 1876 until 1903. 
It is given as a “perpetual token of zeal and endur-
ing interest.” First awarded in 1918. Funded by the 
Honorary Fire Officers Association of the FDNY.
 (Page 17)

Walter Scott Medal

Colonel Walter Scott, a successful New York 
merchant, was intensely interested in the City’s 

protective forces. In 1920, he endowed a medal for 
valor bearing his name, to be awarded annually to a 
member of the FDNY. The Fire Foundation of New 
York, Inc., funds this award, Kenneth Bronstein, 
President.  (Page 18)

John H. Prentice Medal 

This medal is endowed by Mrs. Marion Prentice 
Brookman in memory of her father. The medal 

is for “an act of intelligent bravery.” First awarded 
in 1921.  (Page 19)

Henry D. Brookman Medal

Mrs. Marion Prentice Brookman, in endowing 
this award, wrote, “to help the authorities in 

installing into the Department the fact that the ser-
vice rendered by the Firefighters is of a character 
held in high esteem by the people and to perpetuate 
the old fealty and admiration held by the late Henry 
D. Brookman for the FDNY.” First awarded in 1921.   
 (Page 20)

Chief Ulyses Grant Leadership Medal

Named in honor of Chief Ulyses Grant, a 30-
year veteran of the Emergency Medical Ser-

vice, who exemplified respect, leadership, integ-
rity, imagination, compassion and dedication. The 
recipient of this medal is an EMS Officer who has 
the ability to influence others to accomplish the 
mission. The medal is awarded to an EMS Officer 
who, in leading members under his/her command, 
has performed an outstanding act of heroism and 
bravery in the line of duty. The award is endowed 
by Chief of EMS Operations Robert A. McCracken 
(retired) and EMS Division Chief Robert P. Browne 
(retired), who believe a man’s experience and wis-
dom need not die with him, but become his legacy. 
 (Page 21)

Hispanic Society/
23rd Street Fire Memorial Medal of Valor

Endowed/funded by the Hispanic Society as “a 
memorial tribute to the 12 Brother Firefighters 

who made the Supreme Sacrifice at the East 23rd 
Street fire on October 17, 1966.” The Hispanic So-
ciety Memorial Medal first was awarded in 1968. A 
$1,000 honorarium in memory of Battalion Chief 
Anthony Mendez, Senior, is given to the medal re-
cipient.  (Page 22) 

M.J. Delehanty Medal

The founder and dean of civil service schools 
bearing his name endowed this medal in 1937, 

“to be awarded annually to a member of the Depart-
ment whose distinguished service in the line of duty 
receives recognition by the Board of Merit of the 
Fire Department.”    (Page 23) 

Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia Medal 

The Honorable Fiorello H. LaGuardia, while the 
Mayor, frequently “turned out” at large fires. He 

had a keen interest in the problems of fire preven-
tion and extinguishment. First awarded in 1937.  
 (Page 24)

William F. Conran Medal

Honorary Chief Conran endowed this medal in 
1937. His profession of fire protection engineer 

enabled him to improve the efficiency of firefight-
ing appliances. Sponsored in memory of Honorary 
Battalion Chief Paul Sanner.  (Page 25) 

Chief John J. McElligott Medal/
FFs Fitzpatrick and Frisby Award

Named in honor of the late Chief and Fire Com-
missioner, Chief McElligott. He joined the 

Department in 1905 and retired in 1941 after a 
long and fruitful career. This medal was endowed 
by William F. Conran and first was awarded in 
1937. Recipient also is awarded the Fitzpatrick 
and Frisby Award, a medallion endowed by the 
Fitzpatrick and Frisby Foundation, in memory 
of these two Firefighters who made the Supreme 
Sacrifice. The UFA funds this award. Recipient is 
awarded cash, donated by Honorary First Deputy 
Commissioner Brian F. Mulheren, in memory of his 
father, Joseph A. Mulheren, a friend of the FDNY.  
 (Page 26)
 

Thomas F. Dougherty Medal 

Chief Dougherty served with the Department 
from 1888 to 1933 with distinction and honor. 

In addition to inventing the nozzle that bears his 
name, he was a colorful member of the Fire College 
faculty, where he specialized in teaching the tech-
nique and efficacy of ventilation. First awarded in 
1937. (Page 27) 

Albert S. Johnston Medal

Albert S. Johnston was a Captain in the New 
York Fire Patrol with a record of 50 years of 

faithful service. Ten years after his retirement in 
1927, this medal was endowed by William F. Con-
ran.  (Page 28)

Ner Tamid Society/Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt Medal 

This medal was endowed by the officers and 
members of FDNY’s Ner Tamid Society in hon-

or of the late president. First awarded in 1946. 
 (Page 29)

Tracy Allen-Lee Medal

EMT Allen-Lee is nationally recognized as the 
first EMS professional in the country to be 

awarded the Public Safety Officer’s Benefit by the 
United States Department of Justice, Bureau of Jus-
tice Assistance, after dying from a communicable 
disease sustained in the line of duty. Endowed by 
the Uniformed EMTs and Paramedics and Fire In-
spectors Union. Also endowed by former First As-
sistant Commissioner, Robert A. Ungar, Legislative 
Counsel to the Union.   (Page 30)

Vincent J. Kane Medal 

This medal is named in honor of the late Vincent 
J. Kane, labor leader and longtime President of 

the Uniformed Firefighters Association. Endowed 
by the UFA.    (Page 31)

Brummer Medal

The late Bertram Brummer and his wife, Susie, 
have had a long-standing interest in the FDNY. 

Bertram, a member of the New York Stock Ex-
change, received training during World War II at the 
Fire Department College and was assigned to En-
gine Company 44 in the Auxiliary Corps. In 1961, 
Bertram and Susie Brummer endowed this medal 
to be awarded annually for an act of bravery. First 
awarded in 1962. Endowed by the New York City 
Fire Department. (Page 32)
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Frank W. Kridel Medal

Awarded by the Hotel Association of New York 
City to a member of the FDNY in recognition 

of an act of valor above and beyond the call of duty. 
First awarded in 1962. Endowed by the New York 
City Fire Department.    (Page 33)

Emerald Society Medal

Endowed/funded by the Emerald Society and 
awarded to an FDNY member whose distin-

guished service in the line of duty receives recog-
nition by the Department’s Board of Merit. First 
awarded in 1965. (Page 34)

Chief Wesley Williams Medal 

Endowed/funded by the Vulcan Society. Award-
ed to an FDNY member whose distinguished 

service in the line of duty receives recognition by 
the Department’s Board of Merit. First awarded in 
1966.                                                     (Page 35)

Holy Name Society Medal (Brooklyn/Queens) 

Endowed/funded by the Holy Name Society 
(Brooklyn-Queens) in memory of Chaplain 

Emeritus Very Reverend Monsignor Merrit E. Yea-
ger. First awarded in 1967.              (Page 36)

Chief James Scullion Medal

Recognized as a pioneer in his field, Chief 
James Scullion was instrumental in bringing 

both basic and advanced life support services into 
the modern-day emergency medical system in the 
City of New York in the early 1970s. His dedication 
and commitment to excellence are memorialized 
through this award. Sponsored by the EMS Superi-
or Officers Association.                             (Page 37)

Captain Denis W. Lane Memorial Medal 

Endowed in honor of the late Captain Denis W. 
Lane. Established by the Honorable Joseph M. 

Lane and Ms. Joan M. Lane. Captain Lane was ap-
pointed to the Department in 1913. A life-long mem-
ber of the FDNY Anchor Club, he retired in 1958 after 
a long and dedicated career. Awarded to a deserving 
member of the uniformed force in recognition of an 
outstanding act of bravery. First awarded in 1976. 
Endowed by the New York City Fire Department.  
 (Page 38)

Uniformed Fire Officers Association Medal 

Endowed in 1977 by the Uniformed Fire Officers 
Association “for an act of heroism and bravery 

performed by a Fire Officer at a fire.”       (Page 39)

Dr. Albert A. Cinelli Medal

Endowed/funded by the UFA in memory of 
Dr. Albert A. Cinelli, a longtime friend of the 

FDNY. Dr. Cinelli was responsible for founding 
both the Medical and Surgical Specialists Plan and 
the Surgical Assistance Fund. Serving without sala-
ry as the director of both programs, Dr. Cinelli won 
the admiration and respect of every member of the 
FDNY. In keeping with these thoughts, this medal 
has been dedicated to his memory. Awarded for the 
first time in 1978.                                (Page 40)

Fire Chiefs Association Memorial Medal

The Fire Chiefs Association has endowed this 
medal to honor the memory of those Chief Of-

ficers of the FDNY who, from volunteer days to the 
present, have given leadership, inspiration, courage 
and, sometimes, their lives, to the development 
of the finest firefighting force in the world. First 
awarded in 1979. Endowed by the New York City 
Fire Department.                                 (Page 41)

Community Mayors for Special Children, Inc./  
Lt. Robert R. Dolney Medal

This medal is sponsored by the Community May-
ors for Special Children, Inc., and is dedicated 

to the memory of Lieutenant Robert R. Dolney, who 
gave his life so that others might live. The Commu-
nity Mayors for Special Children (CMSC) organi-
zation will present this medal every other year to a 
member of the Department who performs an act of 
bravery in attempting to save the life of a Firefight-
er. However, if an act of this nature does not occur 
during the year, it then will be presented to a mem-
ber who performed an outstanding act of heroism. 
First awarded in 1981.              (Page 42)

Lieutenant Kirby McElhearn Medal 

A dedicated professional with a passion for 
communications, Lieutenant McElhearn is re-

membered for his instrumental involvement in the 
research and development of the first modern-day 
Field Communications Unit (FieldComm) for EMS. 
Sponsored in memory of Honorary Battalion Chief 
Paul Sanner.                                               (Page 43)

Battalion Chief Frank T. Tuttlemondo Medal

This medal is endowed/funded by the members 
of the 44th Battalion in honor and memory of 

their late, beloved Chief, who served the Browns-
ville area of Brooklyn most of his firefighting ca-
reer and gave his life to save his men. The medal 
was designed by then-Firefighter George Guinan, 
formerly of Ladder 120. It is presented annually to 
a member of the Department who performs an act 
of bravery and courage in keeping with the high-
est traditions of the FDNY. First awarded in 1982. 
                                                  (Page 44)

Dr. John F. Connell Medal

Awarded since 1983 in honor of the late Dr. John 
F. Connell, adopted in 1923 by Engine 2, in 

what was  then Hell’s Kitchen. With encouragement 
of Firefighters who became his substitute fathers, he 
received his medical degree. He attended thousands 
of fires, treating Firefighters and civilians without 
a thought of personal recognition. Endowed/funded 
by his son, the late John F. Connell, Jr., and first 
awarded in 1983, the award continues from Rose-
mary Connell, the widow of John F. Connell, Jr. 
                                                                   (Page 45)

Fire Bell Club Medal

The Fire Bell Club, the oldest and largest such 
group in the New York City area, consists of 

individuals, both in  and outside of the fire service, 
who have an interest in the FDNY. The Fire Bell 
Club awards this medal bi-annually as an expres-
sion of their admiration and appreciation of the ca-
maraderie that has existed between the FDNY and 
the Club since its founding in 1939. First awarded 
in 1984. Funded by the Fire Bell Club.     (Page 46)

New York State Honorary  
Fire Chiefs Association Medal

The New York State Honorary Fire Chiefs As-
sociation, Inc., founded in 1950, is an indepen-

dent, non-profit and tax-exempt organization, dedi-
cated to promoting the interests of the Firefighters 
of the State of New York. The active Association is 
affiliated with the New York State Professional Fire 
Fighters Association and is celebrating 70 years of 
service to the Firefighters of New York and their 
families. The medal, endowed by the Association 
and first awarded in 1984, is presented every year 
to a Firefighter who has performed with valor. This 
medal is dedicated to honoring all Firefighters who 
have performed with valor.                        (Page 11)

Firefighter David J. DeFranco Medal

In honor of the memory of FF David J. DeFranco 
for his dedicated efforts on behalf of the FDNY. 

This medal, awarded for a water-related rescue, is 
in memory of David’s father, FF Dan DeFranco. FF 
Dan DeFranco was assigned to Engine Co. 17 and 
Ladder Co. 18 on the lower east side for more than 

33 years during a period of extremely heavy fire 
duty. FF Dan DeFranco also served on the execu-
tive board of the UFA for eight years at the post of 
sergeant at arms with honor, dedication and devo-
tion to his Brother Firefighters.                  (Page 47)

Deputy Commissioner Christine R. Godek Medal 

Established and endowed by Honorary Fire Com-
missioner Dorothy W. Marks and the late Hon-

orary First Deputy Commissioner Shelly Rothman 
in honor of Christine R. Godek, the first female 
Deputy Fire Commissioner of the FDNY. Present-
ed annually to an outstanding New York City Fire 
Marshal for unusual display of initiative, improving 
techniques, resourcefulness and capability in the 
investigation of arson.                               (Page 48)

Firefighter Kevin C. Kane Medal

This medal has been established in honor of Fire-
fighter Kevin C. Kane, who made the Supreme 

Sacrifice in the discharge of his duties, protecting 
life and property on September 13, 1991. This med-
al is awarded bi-annually to a member of the De-
partment who performs an act of outstanding brav-
ery and courage as deemed by the Board of Merit. 
Funded by Engine 207.               (Page 49)

Captain John J. Drennan Memorial Medal 

Endowed/funded by the Viking Association of 
the FDNY in memory of Captain John J. Dren-

nan, who sacrificed his life in the line of duty. This 
medal is awarded to members of the Department 
who perform acts above and beyond the call of 
duty.                                                  (Page 50)

Jack Pintchik Medal

Following successful resuscitation from cardi-
ac arrest by EMS Paramedics, Jack Pintchik, 

founder of the Pintchik Home Improvement Stores, 
honored members of EMS by establishing the first 
formalized EMS Awards & Recognition ceremony. 
In his memory, the Pintchik family continues to 
show their respect and support of EMS profession-
als through the Jack Pintchik Medal.        (Page 51)

Lieutenant James Curran/New York Firefighters
Burn Center Foundation Medal

The New York Firefighters Burn Center Founda-
tion is an organization committed to the goals 

of quality burn care and fund-raising endeavors. 
Similarly, the FDNY is engaged in safeguarding and 
improving the quality of life for City residents. It is 
this semblance of purpose and collaborative spirit 
that is deserving of recognition. With this in mind, 
the New York Firefighters Burn Center Foundation 
awards a medal to the most worthy of units in ap-
preciation of “a concentrated, super effort based on 
teamwork.” Endowed by the New York Firefight-
ers Burn Center Foundation and Dr. Marc Kram-
er, Honorary Assistant Chief and Consultant to the 
Medical  Division.                                    (Page 52)

Firefighter Thomas R. Elsasser Memorial 
Medal 

Endowed by the Uniformed Firefighters Asso-
ciation, this medal is named in honor of Fire-

fighter Thomas R. Elsasser, a 20-year veteran of the 
FDNY, whose firefighting career was cut short in 
1990 by his untimely death. Firefighter Elsasser was 
a major contributor to UFA charity sporting events. 
 (Page 53)

World Trade Center Memorial Medal 

Established to honor the bravery and courage 
of the 343 FDNY members who made the 

Supreme Sacrifice on September 11, 2001, at the 
World Trade Center. This Company of the Year 
Award is endowed by the 9/11 parents and families. 
                                                                   (Page 54)
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Lieutenant Brian J. Sullivan
Squad Company 41

Died on August 10, 2019, as a result of injuries 
sustained in the performance of duty at Bronx Box 2150.

Appointed October 25, 1992.

Died in the Line of Duty






