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| et’s Take it from the ToP

00t drains are clesi%necl to receive water co”ecting on the surface of the
roo{: tnat discharges to a leader--a vertical Pipe to carry the water From tne roo1C
to t|'1e grouncl.

Over time, a roof drain can become clogged with debris, causing the water to
overflow and then leak into your center. Rather than clraining, the water will flow
over the Flaslﬁings and the borders surrounding the drain. From there it may leak
down the walls or into ceilings. Regular maintenance of the roof drain is your best
defense to Prevent a |eal<9 roof.

Visua”g insPect the roof drain. If there is water Pooling around the drain, or
vegetation grow’ch inside the drain, then you know it is clogged and not draining
pro erlg. You need to have it snaked b your custodian (iF the right tools are
available) or you may have to call a Plum er. If there is vegetation growing; try a
weed killer solution gerore ca”ing the Plumber; its alot cneaper.

Be sure to insPec’c the roof deck and roof drains Periodica”g. Clean or sweep
away any garbage, accumulation of dirt, debris, leaves, etc.

i you are exPeriencinga leak, you need to find the source (or get Proressional
hef?P to find the source) . If it appears to be the roof drain, it may siml:)l need
cleaning out. If this doesn’t stoP the leak Perlﬁaps the drain is old and needs
replacement. Don't allow leaks to Persist. Catcning a roof drain Problem earlg will
cost less than Fixing all the damage aleak cando to your center ceilings, walls,
Hloors, and equipment. The same is true of your grouncl Play area drains.

As with most Facilitg Problems, stay awake and aware of %our environment on a
daily basis and be sure your staff does as well. That's the best reciPe for a safe
an ]ﬁealthg center, from top to bottom.
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For more information, call the the HelP Desk at
212-48%-0945 or email ear|9learnracilities@acs.ngc.gov
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