
 

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Cross Divisional
Makers: A Concert featuring DYFJ Youth

Music
Weill Music Institute Musical Connections in
partnership with Passages Academy & NYC

Administration for Children’s Services
invites you to:

Music Makers: A Youth Concert

Thursday, November 13, 2014 at 6 PM
Pregones Theater, 571 Walton Avenue, Bronx

Download the concert flyer

ACS Family Permanency Services, Adoption &
KinGap Support Program

Presents
2014 National Adoption Month Events

Thursday, November 13, 2014
9:00 am-1:00 pm

Staten Island Family Court Adoption Day Celebration
100 Richmond Terrace, Staten Island

 
National Adoption Month Gala Reception

Thursday, November 13, 2014  
5:30pm-9:00pm

1 Centre Street North, on the Mezzanine
New York, NY

 
Adoption Family Fun Day

Saturday, November 15, 2014 
Beginning at 10:00 am

Dave & Busters 
234 West 42nd Street, NYC

Sponsored by Dave Thomas Foundation for
Adoption

 
Family Court Adoptions Days

Staten Island 
Thursday, November 13, 2014

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
100 Richmond Terrace, Staten Island

Queens 
Monday, November 17

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
151-20 Jamaica Ave, 5th Floor, Pt: TBD

Manhattan 
Wednesday, November 19

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
60 Lafayette St, 5th Floor, 5C3

Brooklyn 
Thursday, November 20

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
330 Jay Street

Bronx 
Friday, November 21

Resources to Help Recently Arrived Migrant Youth and Families

Since January 2014, approximately 1,700 youth from the Central American countries of Guatemala, Honduras, and El
Salvador who entered the United States unaccompanied by a caretaker have been released by federal authorities to parents,
other adult family members or friend, or community sponsors living in New York City. The ACS Office of Advocacy would like
to share information on new resources and upcoming events of interest to ACS and provider agency staff who may be
working with recently arrived migrant youth and their families. 

It is anticipated that many of these youth and their families may be in need of family support services and child care
services, due to trauma experienced by the children in their home countries and during migration, as well as challenges
posed by changes in family dynamics once children arrive in the U.S. after a long period of separation.  Please find below a
summary of new resources and upcoming events for recently arrived migrant youth and their families, and for service
providers working with these children and families.

Resource and Referral Guide
The NYC Government and Nonprofit Services for Recently Arrived Immigrant Children and Families resource and
referral guide was created by the Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs (MOIA) in partnership with ACS and other city agencies. 
The guide contains information about health insurance and access to care, mental health clinics, school enrollment, food
pantries, homelessness prevention, legal services, and more.  It is available in both English and Spanish. Agencies that would
like to request postcards advertising the guide (available in English and Spanish) should contact Sam Solomon at MOIA at
ssolomon@cityhall.nyc.gov.  Download the Guide in English.

Support Group for Spanish-Speaking Immigrant Youth
This fall, The Door is offering a new support group for Spanish-speaking immigrant youth ages 12-21.  For questions about
the group, or to refer a young person, contact Gardelyn Bonilla, gbonilla@door.org or 212-941-9090 x3406.  To set up a date
to bring a group of young people to The Door to all become members at one time, contact Eve Stotland, estotland@door.org. 

Upcoming Community Clinics
The Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs, in coordination with ACS, DOE, DOHMH, and HRA, is partnering with the New York
Immigration Coalition, New York Legal Assistance Group, and the New York State Office of New Americans to run
community-based youth assistance clinics across New York City.  These community clinics offer free immigration legal
consultations, as well as and information and referrals for health and education services available to immigrant children and
families regardless of immigration status.  No appointments are necessary. Download the flyer.
Click here for information about future clinics is available in English and Spanish. 

Training Opportunity
Access to Benefits for Unaccompanied Children 
Wednesday, November 19, 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.
New York Law School, 185 W Broadway, Manhattan 10013, ROOM W401
This training, presented by legal staff from MFY Legal Services, will provide an overview of Public Assistance, Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (Food Stamps), Supplemental Security Income/ Social Security Disability Benefits,
Medicaid/Medicare/Child Health Plus, Child Care Subsidies, and the Women, Infants, Children (WIC) Program, including the
qualification guidelines for each program. The training will also focus on how Unaccompanied Children seeking immigration
relief through Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS), asylum, and U and T non-immigrant status can access these
government benefits.  Program is free, but registration is required to gain access to New York Law School.  To register, click
here or visit “events” at www.safepassageproject.org.

Resources
Women’s Refugee Commission – Resources on Unaccompanied Children
Includes “What Happens When I Go to Immigration Court?”, an educational video for children who are in immigration
(deportation) proceedings that uses child-centered techniques to familiarize children with what to expect in these
proceedings.  The video is available in English, Spanish, Chinese (Fujianese), Haitian Creole, and French, and accompanied
by a user’s guide for child advocates and other social service staff. 

Enrique’s Journey
This six-part series by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Sonia Nazario, published in the L.A. Times in 2002, chronicles the
journey of Enrique, who traveled alone from Honduras as a teenager in search of his mother in the United States.

Office of Refugee Resettlement – Unaccompanied Children’s Services
After children who enter the U.S. alone and without lawful immigration status are apprehended by federal immigration
authorities, they are placed in the custody of the federal Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR).  Through a network of state-
licensed agencies, ORR provides temporary residential, medical, educational, and other services before children are released
to a parent or other adult in the U.S. who can care for them for the duration of their immigration (deportation) proceedings.
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Foster Care 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
900 Sheridan Ave 

 

SAVE THE DATE
NASW NYC 8th Annual Leadership Awards

Honorees to include William Fletcher, Deputy
Commissioner, ACS Division of Child Protection;

Tino Hernandez, Samaritan Village; Terry Mizrahi,
Silberman School of Social Work at Hunter College;
Martha Adams Sullivan, Gouveneur Hospital, and

Anthony Wells, Local SSEU 37.  

Guest Speaker: Lilliam Barrios-Paoli,
NYC Deputy Mayor

Thursday, December 4, 2014 
5:30: pm to 8:30 pm

Jing Fong Restaurant 
20 Elizabeth Street, Manhattan 

& 

"Girls Read For Girls" 
Sunday, November 16, 2014 

1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Brooklyn Public Library 

 Eastern Parkway & Grand Army Plaza

Go to Girls Read for Girls to learn more

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST

Click here to send a new name and 
email address

FEEDBACK

Click here to share comments and feedback
about the bulletin

Policy on Sexual and Reproductive Health Care for Youth in Foster Care

Youth in foster care have the right to confidential sexual and reproductive health information and services.  Although sexual
activity can be an anticipated part of adolescent development, because of their history of abuse and neglect, youth in foster
care are often at higher risk for unsafe sexual behaviors.  It is for this reason that receiving high quality, preventive health care
and information is so critical.  This policy clarifies required casework actions pertaining to the reproductive health services for
youth in foster care and describes the standards that foster care providers are expected to meet and that ACS will monitor. 
Read the policy.

Bridges to Health (B2H) SED Waiting List Reopening

At the beginning of the summer, we notified providers that we had reached our capacity in the B2H SED (Serious Emotional
Disabled) waiver and were forced to implement a waitlist. We are only allowed to maintain 150 children on the waitlist. We
have been working through that waitlist and are once again able to receive requests for applications which will be added to
the waiting list.  Since we only have the capacity to serve a predetermined number of children at a time, our waitlist will
continue to fluctuate, and we will keep you posted periodically as to the status of the waitlist. 

We have several vacancies in our B2H DD (Developmentally Disabled), Med-f (Medical Fragile) and C2H (Close to
Home) waivers, so do not hesitate to send in applications. 

We look forward to your referral submissions and have made the process a lot easier by adding our application forms and
other necessary documentation to the ACS website.  All updated forms can be downloaded directly from our website at the
following link: www.nyc.gov/acs/b2h

If you have any questions, please email the main B2H mailbox at b2hacs@acs.nyc.gov.

Internship Opportunities for Youth in Care

The Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute (CCAI) is accepting applications for the 2015 Foster Youth Internship (FYI)
program! Please feel free to circulate this opportunity through your networks and to current/former foster youth you believe
may be interested in this opportunity. 

Each summer, CCAI Foster Youth Interns spend 2 months in Washington, D.C. interning for a Member of Congress and
writing a Congressional policy report. The internship is open to those who have graduated OR are currently enrolled in and
have completed 4 semesters of college/trade school, have spent at least 24 consecutive months AND/OR 36 total months in
the foster care system AND have a desire to use their voice on Capitol Hill. Additionally, interns receive a weekly stipend and
housing during their assignment. The application deadline for this life-changing internship is Friday, January 9, 2015. 
For more information about the program and to access the application form visit www.ccainstitute.org.

Preventive Services

Preventive Services Quality Assurance Guides

The Addenda to the Preventive Services Quality Assurance Standards and Indicators have been updated to reflect
expectations for providers of eight evidence-based models (EBMs) currently in use in the preventive services child welfare
continuum.  The standards are in effect as of November 6, 2014.  For more details, read the letter from David Collins,
Assistant Commissioner, Division of Policy, Planning and Measurement.
Click on the links below to download the addenda to each EBM:

CPP
FFT
BSFT
Family Connections
FFT-CW
MST-CAN
MST-SA
SafeCare

Juvenile Justice

Policy on Behavior Management

It is the policy of the Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) to promote the safety of youth and staff in detention, as well
as the surrounding community, using the least intrusive and least restrictive intervention necessary.  To accomplish this, staff
are expected to employ Safe Crisis Management (SCM), a comprehensive approach to behavior management.  This approach
requires substantial effort in prevention and non-physical intervention and the use of Emergency Safety Physical Interventions
(ESPIs) only after less intrusive alternatives have been attempted and failed or have been deemed inappropriate.  ESPIs shall
be used without purposely inflicting pain or harm.  ESPIs must be employed according to the intervention principles of SCM;
and only staff who have been trained in SCM are allowed to use the SCM ESPIs. 

This policy applies to ACS Division of Youth and Family Justice (DYFJ) Detention Services staff and contracted detention
provider agency staff, as well as to all youth remanded to detention. Download the policy.

Music Makers: A Concert featuring DYFJ Youth

Weill Music Institute Musical Connections in partnership with Passages Academy and the NYC Administration for Children’s
Services invites you to: Music Makers: A Youth Concert. Come be inspired by original songs written and performed by New
York City youth in collaboration with Carnegie Hall artists Nós Novo and Intikana.

When: Thursday, November 13, 2014 at 6 PM
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Where: Pregones Theater, 571 Walton Avenue, Bronx
Download the concert flyer

Early Care and Education

FYI - Grant Opportunities for New York City Child Care Programs and Providers

The New York City Child Care Resource and Referral Consortium (NYC CCR&R), through funding from the New York State
Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS), provides financial support to child care programs and providers through the
administration of grants.  Grant administration allows the NYC CCR&R the opportunity to provide child care programs and
providers with the necessary materials needed to improve the quality of their programs such as smoke detectors, tables,
chairs, sleeping mats, art and craft supplies and other items that are consistent with quality child care.

The following descriptions outline the basic eligibility requirements for each grant offered by the NYC CCR&R: 

1. Start-Up Grant: can be offered to eligible providers who have had a license/registration for six months or less to
provide support in creating a program that promotes the health, development and learning of young children

2. Health & Safety Grant: can be offered to eligible providers who have held a license/registration for more than six
months to provide support in maintaining regulatory compliance and continued quality care

3. Health Care Consultancy Grant: can be offered to eligible registered/licensed child care sites that will work to be
qualified to administer medications to children. Health Care Consultancy Grants will include funding for the Medication
Administrative Training, CPR/First Aid training, or other health-related training opportunities. Child care programs and
providers who receive this grant are expected to develop a Health Care Plan with one of the consortium’s highly
qualified Health Care Consultants. 

4. Quality Improvement Grant: can be offered to existing registered and licensed child care providers. The Quality
Improvement Grants are designed to assist in the development of a quality improvement strategy and to provide
intensive support to child care providers in order to improve the capacity of these early care and education settings to
promote the health, development and learning of young children throughout New York City. There are a limited number
of grant opportunities for both child care centers and in-home child care programs.  To request more information on
the eligibility requirements or to request an application, please contact NYC CCR&R at: (888) 469-5999.

Information is offered in English, Cantonese, Haitian Creole, Mandarin, and 
Spanish.

To unsubscribe to the ACS Provider Bulletin click here
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