
 

Monday, December 16, 2013

Dear Provider Community: CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SAVE THE DATES
Join the

ACS Office of Parent Support and
Recruitment

For A
Town Hall Recruitment Forum
Wednesday, January 15, 2014

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Fort Washington Collegiate Church

729 W. 181st Street
New York, NY 10033

Tuesday, January 21, 2014
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

NYC Administration for Children’s Services
150 William Street, 8th Floor/Conf. Rm 8A-1

New York, NY 10038

Tuesday, February 25, 2014
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

NYC Administration for Children’s Services
150 William Street, 8th Floor/Conf. Rm 8A-1

New York, NY 10038

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST
Click here to send a new name and 

email address
FEEDBACK

Click here to share comments and feedback
about the bulletin

During this holiday season and as the New Year approaches, on behalf of the Administration for Children’s Services, I want to
extend our best wishes for peace, health, and happiness to you and your staff. We are grateful to you for all that you do
for New York City's children, young people, and families throughout the year.

I request that we be mindful that this time of year may be especially difficult for the individuals that we serve. There can be
added emotional and economic stressors. For children and young people who are separated from their families, this time of
year can be especially painful and trying.  As I am aware you are doing throughout our provider network, ACS is also
coordinating efforts to supply gifts to children most in need in our early care and education centers, at the Nicholas Scoppetta
Children’s Center, through our Office of Advocacy, and in our secure detention centers.  While material gifts will surely be
appreciated by the recipients, the direct, human attention and care for which you are known will make the most immeasurable
difference at this time of year.

NYC Children's Services could never achieve all that we do for New York City’s children, young people, and families without
you and your staff, and for that we are sincerely appreciative.

With warm regards and great respect,

Ronald E. Richter 
Commissioner

Cross Divisional

Infant Safe Sleep Symposium

On Monday, December 9, 2013, ACS, the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC), in partnership with Casey
Family Programs held an Infant Safe Sleep Symposium as part of efforts to reduce the number sleep-related infant deaths in
New York City.  Statistics show that approximately one infant dies each week as a result of unsafe sleep practices, and that
those under six months of age are most vulnerable.  The symposium focused on addressing ways in which existing safe sleep
education and practice can be enhanced within our public health settings and in our communities for a greater citywide
impact. 

The symposium brought together HHC medical, social work and administrative staff, as well as ACS preventive and
community-based providers.  They heard presentations ACS Commissioner Ronald E. Richter and Family Support Services
Deputy Commissioner Dr. Jacqueline McKnight, PhD., FSS Assistant Commissioner Dale Joseph, and Zeinab Chahine,
Managing Director for Strategic Consulting and Head of Case Family Programs NYC, as well as from a panel of local and
national safe sleep experts including Dr. Rachel Moon, pediatrician and SIDS researcher at the Children’s National Medical
Center in Washington, D.C., Dr. Peggy Regensberg, Program Director of the NYC Regional Office of the Sudden Infant and
Child Death (SICD) Resource Center, Dr. Lorraine Boyd, Medical Director for the Bureau of Maternal, Infant and Reproductive
Health, NYC Department of Health and Mental Health and Marlene Allison, midwife and pediatric nurse with HHC, among
others. 
Please click on this link to see NYC Demographic Information on Safe Sleep

Foster Care

Visitation and Permanency Training

The James Satterwhite Academy is now offering Visitation and Permanency Training for provider agencies. Children’s
Services Visitation Policy sets out guidelines for the creation of high quality and safe family visitation plans utilizing the least
restrictive appropriate level of supervision.  The policy also provides case practice guidelines when assessing, arranging and
implementing visitation between children and their families.

The Agency’s Permanency Policy provides direction to ACS and foster care provider agency staff on permanency planning for
children and youth in foster care; utilizing concurrent planning strategies and casework activities.  The goal of this policy is to
reduce the time to permanency for children in foster care. The policy emphasizes the use of adoption and Kinship
Guardianship as permanency options when reunification is not possible within reasonable timeframes. 

Participants must register in STARS for each session.  Please contact Mary Ann Coleman at 646-935-1539 or
mary.coleman@dfa.state.ny.us with any questions. 
Please click here for the training schedule for January, 2014

Roberto Roman Appointed Director of Parent Support and Recruitment

Roberto (Rob) Roman has been appointed Director of Parent Support and Recruitment in the Division of Family Permanency
Services.  In this role Rob will be responsible for the development and implementation of branding, outreach awareness and
marketing strategies to support the recruitment of prospective foster and adoptive parents, the development of educational
workshops and forums to current foster parents, and creating outreach initiatives to increase awareness of the need for
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prospective parents to create homes for the children in ACS’s care.  Rob has extensive experience in planning and executing
public relations strategies, special events and public/community onsite marketing campaigns in the corporate, not-for-profit
and government sectors, including the NYC Department of Correction, local offices of the NYC Council and the NYS Senate,
and most recently the NYC Department of Finance.  He is a graduate of Pace University’s Dyson College of Arts and
Sciences.

Preventive Services

Commissioner’s Education Advisory Panel

The Commissioner’s Education Advisory Panel is charged with providing insight and strategies that will inform the Agency’s
work on improving educational outcomes for children and young people receiving ACS services.  At its first convening in
October 2013, panel members engaged in a comprehensive and thoughtful discussion of how the agency can provide
education support to achieve these goals. 

From those discussions, six workgroups were formed:  (1) Parents as Partners—support both birth and foster parents in
becoming informed about education programming and advocacy; (2) Little Learners—target educational opportunities for
students  0-5 years of age; (3) School Bus Solutions—discuss ways to increase transportation options to promote education
stability for youth in foster care; (4) Vocational Training—connect older youth to appropriate and free vocational training
opportunities; (5) Juvenile Justice—support the education of youth in juvenile justice setting and after transition out of those
settings; and (6) Middle School Success—explore collaborations and alternative programs for youth that are over-aged middle
school students. 

The ACS Office of Education Support and Policy Planning works with the Advisory Panel to staff the workgroups and
implement strategies arising out of the work of the Panel.  Any provider agency staff interested in participating in one or more
of the workgroups should reach out to the Office of Education Support and Policy Planning at education.unit@dfa.state.ny.us
.  You do not have to be a Panel member to participate in a workgroup.  The next scheduled meeting of the Panel is February
5, 2014.

Juvenile Justice

Juvenile Justice Convening

ACS, the NYC Department of Probation, and the NYS Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) in conjunction with John
Jay College of Criminal Justice, are hosting a juvenile justice convening to consider the successes and challenges of the first
year of Close to Home, New York State and City’s juvenile justice reform initiative.

The convening will be held on Tuesday, December 17, 1-3 p.m. in the Moot Court on the campus of John Jay (524 West 59th
Street, between 10th and 11th Avenues).  It will address the entire Close to Home Initiative, including the city-state
partnership that makes it possible, as well as the critical collaborations among city agencies and community partners.  The
day’s activities include panel discussions by parents, young people, State and City juvenile justice leaders, advocates and
representatives from community-based organizations.

To attend, please RSVP to ACSrsvp@dfa.state.ny.us.

December 2013 OPTA Newsletter Now Available

The December edition of the Family Support Services -Office of Preventive Technical Assistance (OPTA) E-Newsletter is now
available on the ACS internet. The newsletter has information on a variety of topics and resources including mental health
services, health and nutrition, safe sleep, interpretation services, and staff training.  In addition, the newsletter
presents an exhaustive listing of food pantries citywide serving families this Holiday season and
throughout the year.

Early Care and Education

Kindergarten Admissions

Beginning January 13, 2014, kindergarten applications can be submitted in one of three ways: online, over the phone by
calling 718-935-2400, or in person at an Enrollment Office. Admission is not first-come, first-served. All applications received
by the February 14, 2014 deadline will be treated the same. Please remember that ALL students are entitled
to a Kindergarten placement.  If one is not available in the student’s zone (due to overcrowding
issues), another school placement should be offered and transportation provided.  Students should
never be rejected for Kindergarten placement.

Children with special education needs should not be turned away from applying to any school and parents
should apply to any school unless the student is a D75 student, in which case the DOE will provide an educational placement
through the Committee on Special Education.  The DOE has published a guide to inform parents of students with special
education needs about kindergarten admissions that can be accessed by clicking on this link.

Students that were considered for admission to Gifted and Talented  programs should have been tested already and will
receive their results sometime at the beginning of April  2014.  Even if a student was tested, parents should
continue to apply to Kindergarten through the regular admissions process because the deadline for
applications February 14, 2014.  If parents receive a general education offer prior to receipt of the G&T results, they
should pre-register at the general education site they would like to attend if they are not offered a G&T seat.  If parent missed
testing for G&T for Kindergarten, the student can still apply for G&T placement in first, second, or third grade
Over the next few weeks, we encourage you to follow-up with parents and help them prepare for Kindergarten Admissions in
the following ways:

1. Download 2014-2015 Elementary School Directories
The 2014-2015 Elementary School Directories for each borough and for choice districts 1, 7, and 23 are now available
online. Choice Districts are school districts that have schools that are not exclusively for students that live within the zone. 
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Each Directory provides detailed information about Kindergarten Admissions and the elementary school options available for
your child. 

You can also pick up Elementary School Directories at the local elementary school or by visiting an Enrollment Office. 

2. Attend an Information Session
Join a Kindergarten Admissions information session in your borough. Attending an information session is a great way to learn
more about Kindergarten Admissions directly from the team that runs the process at the Department of Education.  Click on
this link for locations in each borough.

3. Ask for Help
Need additional guidance? Contact ES_Enrollment@schools.nyc.gov or call (718) 935-2009. Many questions you have
may also be answered by viewing this informational video or visiting the Kindergarten Admissions website.  

ACS Provider Agency staff can also contact the ACS Office of Education Support and Policy Planning at
education.unit@dfa.state.ny.us.

To unsubscribe to the ACS Provider Bulletin click here
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