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Stanley Brezenoff, Chair 
NYC Board of Correction 
51 Chambers Street, Room 923 
New York, NY 10007 

Aug st 31, 2016 

Re: Submission of Additional Testimon from a trans w an recentl housed 
in the NYC jails 

Dear Chair Brezenoff and the NYC Board of Correction: 

SRLP would like to once again thank the Board for listening t the voices and 
submissions of the many transgender and gender non-conforming p ople who shared their 
personal experiences with the New York City jail system on July 26, 016 at the public 
hearing. Thank you as well for expanding the time for public comme ts so that more 
directly impacted individuals could respond to the Proposed Rules. 

On August 1, 2016 SRLP received a request from a client aski g that we submit to 
the Board their denial of entrance into the THU and their subsequen request for 
reconsideration and appeal of the denial. Their request for reconsid ration and appeal 
were never answered and they have since been transferred to DOCC custody. 

Our client felt that their denial and the request for reconside tion and appeal 
showed the importance of retaining the THU as a safety option for tr ns women and gender 
non-conforming individuals while also illuminating some of the ong ing concerns with the 
THU. In particular, this individual is concerned about who within D makes 
determinations as to individual's identities and whether these DOC mployees are properly 
trained in transgender identities and experiences. I can share that in the time that SRLP 
worked with this individual they were never once allowed into the U despite spending 
over 7 months in NYC custody and without ever receiving a more de ailed response 
regarding the request for reconsideration and appeal. 

At our client's request we are submitting these redacted reco ds to the Board in the 
hopes that they illuminate both the importance of the THU as a safe option and the 
importance of ensuring the THU is monitored and run by individual who are fully trained 
and culturally competent in the issues that transgender individuals f ce. 
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Enclosed: 
Denial of entry dated January 13, 2016 

NEW YORK , NY 10011 212 337 8 0 T 212 337 1972 F WWW.SRLP.ORG 

Respectfull 
I 

)f; 
Mik Kinkeal , Esq. 

I 

Director, P : isoner Justice Project 
The Sylvia ivera Law Project 

I 

147 W 24th l t., 5th Floor 
New York, • Y 10011 
212-337-8 50 x302 
mik@srlp.9 g 

Request to be reconsidered for the THU dated February 20, 2016 
Appeal of Denial dated May 25, 2016 
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anuary 13,2016 

aye Yelardy, PREA Coordinator 
5-20 Astoria Boulevard 

Elmhurst, New York 11370 

125 White Street 
ew York, NY 10013 

Dear 

NEW YORK DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 
Joseph Ponte, Commissioner 

A . I D c . . s, ctmg eputy omm1sswner 
I Health Affairs 

75-~0 Astoria Blvd., Suite 110 
!East Elmhurst, NY 113 70 

718 . 546 . 0475 
Fax 718 • 278 • 6435 

The Transgender Housing Unit Committee received your application. , we are unable to admit you 
into the unit since your status does not fit the criteria. 

' If you have any questions or concerns, please let your area captain know speak to someone from social 
services that can contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Faye Yelardy, PREA Coordinator 

cc: Roderick Williams, Acting Deputy Commissioner of Health Affairs 



ATTACHM'ENT C, 

. THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 

TRAN:SGENDER HOUSING UNIT RECONS~DERATI · 

~ook 8?. Case #-: 

Date of Birth:. 
F'flciH ty : rn De 

Iiousing Are!l: 

I 

-- - ---- -

Age: _____ _ 

fi aceept~d; ragree to ab1de by :all departmental rules: 

NMA tES SIGNATURE 

:ITNESSED BY: 
------~----------------~--------,_------+-----
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