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October 6, 2016 

 
Stanley Brezenoff, Chair 
NYC Board of Correction 
1 Centre Street, Room 2213 
New York, NY 10007 

Re: Limited Variance – Establishment of the Secure Unit – Minimum Standards §1-05(b) and 
§1-08(f) 

Dear Mr. Brezenoff: 

On May 10, 2016, the New York City Board of Correction (“Board”) granted the New York City 
Department of Correction (“Department”) a six (6) month limited variance for the establishment of 
the Secure Unit, a new housing option for young adults (18 to 21 years old) in our custody. The 
specific provisions of the Minimum Standards that the variance was requested and granted for are: 
§1-05(b) “Lock-in” and §1-08(f) “Access to Courts and Legal Services.”  The variance enables the 
Department to provide a minimum of ten (10) hours of out-of-cell time a day and access to law 
library services via kiosk and typewriters within the Secure Unit.  The limited variance is set to expire 
on November 10, 2016. 

Due to Election Day, the Board’s November Public meeting has been rescheduled to November 15, 
2016.  As a consequence, the variance will expire prior to the Public meeting.  As stated in extensive 
detail in the variance request letter submitted by the Department on April 27, 2016, it is vital to the 
maintenance of safety and security that we have the flexibility to operate the unit within the current 
structure.  The Department is, therefore, requesting that the Board extend the variance period until 
the November 15, 2016 Public meeting.  Prior to the November meeting, the Department will 
submit a renewal of the limited variance, as appropriate. 

The Department appreciates the Board’s consideration of the requested limited variance extension.  

Sincerely,   
 

   
 
Joseph Ponte 
 

 
cc:  Martha King, Executive Director 


