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• The 4 Greener, Greater 
Buildings Laws

• Energy Code Compliance 
Rule

• Greener, Greater Building 
Advisory Committee

• Discussion
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FOUR LAWS

12 / 2009

NYC Energy Code

Effective Date for all construction

4 bills signed into law

Benchmarking

City-owned buildings due

Private buildings due

Audits & Retro-commissioning

Early compliance reports due

Commence staggered report 
deadlines

Lighting & Sub-metering

Compliance reports due

05 / 2010
07 / 2010

05 / 2011

01 / 2013

01 / 2025



NYC Energy 
Conservation Code

NYC Energy Conservation Code

Effective July 2010
Applies to all alterations



NYC Energy Conservation Code
• Eliminates 50% threshold for 

applicability
• Only administrative portions affected
• DOB to issue rules for implementation

NYC Energy 
Conservation Code



Establishes the legal basis 
for the City to amend the 
Energy Code further to 
reduce energy consumption 
beyond State regulations

NYC Energy 
Conservation Code



Challenges
• Outreach & training
• Define “Lead Professional”
• Construction documents submission 

(electrical plans, standards for submission)

NYC Energy 
Conservation Code



Benchmarking

An annual assessment of 
energy and water use

Benchmarking



• Energy (electric, gas, oil) and water 
efficiency

• Applies to all buildings greater 
than 50,000 square feet in area 
(city-owned buildings greater than 
10,000 sq ft)

Benchmarking



5/1/2010 

5/1/2011

12/28/2009

[Insert Title Here]Benchmarking



Compliance:
• Requires annual upload of 

building data using 
EPA Portfolio Manager
Visit www.energystar.gov

Benchmarking



Benchmarking



Benchmarking



DOF initial posting of results:

Benchmarking

City buildings
Sep. 1, 2011

Non-residential buildings
Sep. 1, 2012

Sep. 1, 2013
Residential buildings



Benchmarking



Challenges
• Outreach& training
• DOB/DOF/OLTPS coordination

Benchmarking



Energy Audit
Evaluation of potential energy upgrades 
(aka retrofits), including initial cost and 
annual energy savings 

Audits & 
Retro‐commissioning



Audits & 
Retro‐commissioning

Retro-commissioning
Repairs, cleaning, and adjustments to 
equipment controls and sensors to 
improve performance.

Similar to tuning up a car 



• Applies to buildings greater than 50,000 
sq ft in area

• Affects base-building systems:
• Envelope
• HVAC
• Service hot water
• Lighting and electrical
• Elevators & escalators

Audits & 
Retro‐commissioning



• Audit and retro-commissioning 
performed and filed in an Energy 
Efficiency Report every 10 years
• DOB to issue rules for implementation

Audits & 
Retro‐commissioning



• Staggered deadlines, beginning 2013 
through 2022
• DOF will notify owner 3 years prior to deadline

• Early compliance is encouraged
• Report submission no earlier than 2013

• Waives Cycle 1 filing for simple 
buildings

Audits & 
Retro‐commissioning



Audits & Retro-commissioning – Regular Cycles
Compliance Timeline

Audits & 
Retro‐commissioning

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Audit report
(4 yrs. max.)
Retro-commissioning report
(4 yrs. max.)

Audit report
(4 yrs. max.)
Retro-commissioning report
(4 yrs. max.)

2013
EER
filing
**3 

block



Audits & Retro-commissioning – Regular Cycles
Compliance Timeline

Audits & 
Retro‐commissioning

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Audit report
(4 yrs. max.)
Retro-commissioning report
(4 yrs. max.)

Audit report
(4 yrs. max.)
Retro-commissioning report
(4 yrs. max.)

2014
EER
filing
**4 

block



Audits & Retro-commissioning – Regular Cycles
Compliance Timeline

Audits & 
Retro‐commissioning

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Early audit 28-308.7.1.2

(12/22/09 - 1/1/13)
Early R-C report
(12/22/09 - 1/1/13))

2013
Early
EER
filing
any 

blockEarly audit 28-308.7.1.1

(1/1/06 - 12/22/09)

Early audit 28-308.7.1.2

(12/22/09 - 12/31/13)
Early R-C report
(12/22/09 - 12/31/13))

Early audit 28-308.7.1.1

(1/1/06 - 12/22/09)



Challenges
• Outreach & training
• DOB/DOF/HPD coordination re: financial 

hardship 
• Duties & qualifications retro-commissioning 

agent & auditor
• Report content and format

Audits & 
Retro‐commissioning



Lighting upgrade:
• An existing lighting system must 

comply with the standards for a 
new system

• interior lighting power
• lighting controls
• exterior lighting
• tandem wiring
• exit signs 

Lighting Upgrades 
& Sub‐metering



Lighting upgrade:
• Applies to buildings greater than 

50,000 square feet in area 
• Individual dwelling units exempt
• Houses of worship exempt

Lighting Upgrades 
& Sub‐metering



01/01/2025

12/28/2009

[Insert Title Here]
Lighting Upgrades 
& Sub‐metering



Lighting upgrades:
• Must comply by Jan. 1, 2025

• Certified by a PE/RA or licensed electrician
• Can be done incrementally, as long as 

documentation is kept and filed all together

Lighting Upgrades 
& Sub‐metering



Sub-Metering
• Separate meters or sub-meters must be 

installed for tenants with more than 
10,000 sq ft Jan. 1, 2025

• Affected tenants must be provided with 
a statement of monthly electricity usage

Lighting Upgrades 
& Sub‐metering



Challenges
• Outreach & training
• Report content and format
• BIS tracking

Lighting Upgrades 
& Sub‐metering







Facade 
(incl. windows)

Building 
HVAC

Compliance Required

Dwelling 
unit lighting

Compliance NOT 
Required








Facade 
(incl. windows)

HVAC

Compliance Required

Dwelling 
unit lighting

Compliance NOT 
Required



Lighting



Draft DOB Rule –
Energy Code Compliance

• Document submission requirements

• Progress inspections 
1. Progress inspections to be noted and 

described in the approved construction 
drawings 

2. Details the “relevant experience” required 
of a progress inspector



• Greener Greater Buildings Advisory Committee
• Department develops rules for new local law 

implementation
• Challenges ahead

• Outreach
• Interagency coordination
• Professional duties and qualifications
• Submittal documents (e.g. reports)
• BIS tracking

DISCUSSION


