HYSIIAL AN ULYILUPMENT AINMIMISTIATION
DESANTHEINT OF BUILSINGS

CIPANUTMENTAL MEMORANDUM £aTts: August 22,1

S8orough Sunerintendsnts

Thomas V. Burke, P.E., Director of Operaticns -

Mechanical Damolition

With the preliferation of fires in vacant
Sstructures, duz to arson it is necessary that .

demolition be expedited.

At meetinags held ;‘-ku_;'ust 15 and August
21,1975 with members of Buildings, Developmeant
and the Mayors Arson Strike Force, certzin
ground rules were agreec upon which will govern
the issuance of approvals for mechanical demolition

es follows:

when mechanical demolition is approved
sidewealk shzds shzll not be required. The
Department of Development is essuming all
responsibility for requiring tho contractor to
obtain all necessary Highway Department approvails:
for the street or sidewzlk.closing, the erection
of sideua!x fences as may be required and place-
ment of cranes in the street. Department of -
Develdpment ifs 2lso nssuming responsibility that
2!l fences on sidewalk ancd fences dziineating the
safety zone shall be erected t.s far out.as is -
" physicelly possxble from the ‘structure to be

demohshed. ‘

The Departrent of Buildings will treat .
approvzls for mechanical demolition of structures
under H.D.A. contraucts as emergency orders and
will therefore not require on site inspections for

cranes performing the work. \026-1907 .4(a)2..
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ra2chaniczal means appraval may be granted:

(2) where there is 2 clear and vacant space
between the building to be cemolished and any
occupied structuregsof at least 1/3 of the height

of the building to be c¢emolished.

(b) where building to be demolished has

independent walls anc has & clear space on
one side as in (a) above &2nc abuts ancther- vacant

.buxldtng on the other side.

(c) where e.n:,' adjoining cpen space is used
as a parking lot, playground, etc., consent of
the owner sh..ll be reguired 2nd the owner must
agree to keep the space closed off. and not in use

for the period of demolition.

. (d) structure c:!oee not exceed 80 feet in
height.

Th- issuznce of mechanical demolition permits
shall otrerwise be in compltance th"l Article 19
and Directive 10-1973. :

Al requir-ements cf Artxcle 19 oth-r- than the
use of mechanical demolition as approvod herein

.shall be complied with.
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Tﬁomas V. Burke, P.E.
Director cf Operations
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