DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
60 HUDSON STREET, NEW YORK. N.Y. 18013

RUDOLPH J. RINALDL, Commissioner STEWART D. OBRIEN
Deputy Commissioner
Operations, Management & Administration
(212) 312-3001

MEMORANDUM

TO: Distribution

FROM: Stewart D. O’Brien

DATE: June 3, 1991 é /3 ?Q‘Df
SUBJECT: Local Law 5/73 Guidelines for Sign-off for

Sprinklers and Pressurization - Compartmentation in
Centrally Air Conditioned Commercial Hi-Rises

The following are sign-off guidelines for the sprinkler and pressurization - compartmentation
components of Local Law 5/73 as required in centrally air conditioned hi-rise buildings. Each
component is reviewed individually; the attached amendment illustrates compliance combining .
sprinklers and compartmentation on different floors throughout a building.

Commercial hi-rise buildings subject to Local Law S of 1973 and centrally air conditioned, must
be fully sprinkiered, or be pressurized (or have an approved equivalent fire suppression system)
and compartmented, in addition to fulfilling the elevator, signage and fire alarm requirements,
to be in compliance. As indicated earlier, it is also possible to have a combination of sprinkiers
and compartmentatjon plus pressurization to fulfill the requirements of Local Law 5. However,
for pressurization compliance, all floors in the exit stairwells must be pressurized.

Sprinklers:

To show full compliance with the sprinkler option, an applicant must submit to the LL 5
Coordinator evidence of a completed, signed-off sprinkler application from the Department’s
Plumbing Division. In the case of a building constructed prior to the 1960s that was sprinklered
as part of its original design, evidence of such an approved installation from the Fire Department
will be accepted. In either case, an applicant must show that the building is fully sprinkiered on
each floor.
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To show compliance for gprinklers, the applicant must:

1) File an application and plans with the Department for the sprinkler
installation. The application must be approved, and permitted prior to
- comnmencing installation.

2) Upon completion of installation, arrange for a plumbing inspection to get
Department approval. (Fire Department approval is also needed.)

3) Arrange for a Fire Department inspection to test the waterflow and
tamper switch, and get a letter of approval/sign-off.

4) Submit the Fire Debartment sign-off to the Plumbing Division to receive
a final sign-off for the sprinkler application from that division.

5) To receive the Local Law 5/73 sign-off, submit to the Coordinator an
amendment to the Local Law 5/73 alteration application listing all the
sprinkler applications, the floor(s) covered by each application and the sign-
off date for each filing.

Plans showing any rearrangement or replacement of the original sprinkler head layout will not
be accepted for Local Law 5 compliance.

Pressurization - Compartmentation:

An applicant may chose to comply with Local Law 5/73 by pressurizing the exit stairwells and
compartmentalizing each floor (based on the square footage) with fire rated partitions. For
pressurization compliance, all floors must be pressurized. However, compartmentation is not
required for those floors below forty (40) feet, approximately the fourth (4th) floor.
Compartmentation must be accompanied by pressurization to achieve compliance.

A) To show compliance for pressurization, the applicant must:

1a) File application and plans with the Department of Buildings and obtain
a permit for the mechanical portion. (This is a Directive 14 filing.)

‘1b) Submit a copy of the plans and spec sheet to the Fire Department to
obtain approval/permit for the electrical portion.

2) Upon completion of the installation, arrange for a Fire Department
inspection for the electrical portion and obtain a letter of appx-mral.1

'As per the "Memo From The Commissioner" dated February 1990, to facilitate sign-
off for pressurization under l.ocal Law 5, the Department of Buildings will accept form
10E or TR-1 together with a copy of Fire Department form A433 and a copy of the
applicant’s request for a Fire Department inspection in lieu of a Fire Department letter

of approval.
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3) As the mechanical portion requires a controlled inspection, submit proper
documentation (10E or TR-1) attesting to the self-inspection, and sign-off
as per Directive 14.

- 4) To receive Local Law 5/73 sign-off, submit complete documentation to
the Coordinator in the form of an amendment to the Local Law 5/73
alteration application listing the pressurization application(s) and sign-off
dates and provide the Fire Department approval letter or acceptable
substitute as per the footnote below.

B) To show compliance for compartmentation, the applicant must:

1) File an application with plans showing the floor subdivisions, including the
placement and type of the fire rated wall(s) and the swing of the separating
corridor door(s). The square footage of the compartmented areas, i.e. areas
of refuge, must also be indicated. The plans must be accepted by the
Department (and permitted) and must be signed off by an architect or
engineer.

2) To receive the Local Law 5/73 sign-off, submit to the Coordinator an
amendment to the Local Law 5/73 alteration application listing all the
applications for compartmentation, the floor(s) covered by each application
and the sign-off dates for each filing.

Filings, although signed-off, which merely indicate partition work are unacceptable.
The applications must specifically refer to compartmentation as per Local Law 5.
If the Local Law 5 Coordinator determines that any listed filing clearly is not
relative to compartmentation, he or she will notify the applicant to file the
appropriate plans. However, the Coordinator will send any application that look
like it could be for compartmentation to the Plan Exam section for further review.
Plan Exam may deem a filing as not applicable to Local Law 5, or determine that
the application is acceptable as is, or issue objections if it can be amended to
conform to the provisions for compartmentation under Local Law §.

Since so many years have passed since the initial implementation of the Local Law
5 requirements, and owners and architects/engineers of record have changed, to
facilitate compliance with objections on existing filings for compartmentation, the
Department will allow the following:

-To satisfy objections regarding missing or unclear information, such as the
indication of the door swings, fire wall placement and ratings, areas of
refuge and/or area calculations (square footage), the current architect may
indicate these notations on the existing plans, clearly initialing and dating
his or her remarks, and submit a statement attesting to the validity of these
notations. The statement must have the architect’s or engineer’s seal.

-If the applicant has amended a previously signed-off application(s), once all
objections are satisfied and accepted by Plan Exam, the application(s) must
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be re-microfilmed to record the revised information. The filing(s) will then .
be acceptable for compliance with Local Law 5 compartmentation.

After achieving compliance and submitting the required documentation to remove all Local Law
5/73 violations, it is advisable for applicants to check the Department’s Property Profile Index
to confirm that the violations are dismissed on the computer system. If a Local Law 5 violation -
that has been resolved appears to be "open", the applicant should contact the Local Law 5
Coordinator in the appropriate borough.

Attachment

Distribution:

G. Sakona

M. Singer

Borough Commissioners
N. Patel

L. Ferlazzo

Local Law 5/73 Borough Coordirators
Fire Dept. - Chief Manson
DGS

Board of Ed

Real Estate Board (Beck)
CAGNY (McGuire)

AIA

NY Society of Architects
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