


















































































































































To Whom it May Concern: 

 

I have a few questions / concerns about the new Plaza rules. I live on Gansevoort and have my 

office on Gansevoort, directly across from that Plaza and an impacted by it as well as minimally 

from the Plaza on 14th -15th and 9th Ave in Manhattan. 

 

1. Question: Gansevoort Plaza seems to be lumped together between the space on Gansevoort 

Street between Hudson and 9th  Ave. and the other space on 14th-15th STreet and 9th Ave.  This 

area holds events as two separate areas. If they are indeed being combined so that they fall under 

Category B, does that hold true if the two locations are holding separate events OR are only 

holding an event in one of the locations.  

 

2. With regards to the above, would this area be subjected to the 60 day, Level B submission 

rules or the 90 day, multiple pedestrian plazas in the same area? 

 

3. I strongly urge that the review from the Community Boards be 45 days to account for the 

sometimes difficulty in timing of Community Board meetings. Additionally, I would think that a 

larger event would require for a longer review period for all involved parties. I see that the larger 

the event, the longer the time is that the application needs to be received by SAPO but I do NOT 

see that kind of differentiation for any other parts of the review process. 

 

4. I do not see where sound, amplified or live, is addressed.  Sound generated from some past 

events at Gansevoort Plaza (as well as I’m sure many other Plazas) has been disruptive to both 

nearby residents and businesses. 

 

5. There should be some way for all parties impacted by events at BID-sponsored Plaza events to 

have a say in those events (through the Community Board, etc) as they do in other events held in 

the Plazas.  I may  not be reading the regulations correctly, but that does not appear to be the 

case.  These events should still need to follow the same process for approval. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Donna Raftery 
32 Gansevoort Street 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 5, 2016  

Mr. Michael Paul Carey                                                                                                                          

Executive Director                                                                                                                                      

Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management                                                                                  

100 Gold Street, 2nd Floor                                                                                                                                                        

New York, NY 10038                              

Re: Proposed Rules for Events on Pedestrian Plazas  

Dear Dear Mr. Carey,  

Over the past two and a half years, I have been extremely impressed with the success of the New 

York City Plaza program that has brought New Yorkers together to enjoy everything from art 

making workshops to dance performances and holiday tree lightings. It has also become a much 

needed place of respite, and space where people can simply gather for recreation or relaxation.  

I am delighted by the incredible impact that the plazas have had within the 35
th
 Council District 

that I represent, which encompasses the neighborhoods of Fort Greene, Clinton Hill, Prospect 

Heights, Crown Heights, part of Bedford Stuyvesant and downtown Brooklyn. I have participated 

in many of the events that were held at Fowler Square and Putnam Plaza. 

I’m writing this letter because New York City is brimming with cultural diversity, community 

based organizations and incredible BIDS. The most successful BIDS incorporate the community 

and specifically produce free special events which engage the neighborhood in ways that are 

culturally relevant and are grounded in educationally appropriate displays that are engaging and 

joyful.  However, I am disappointed to learn that SAPO is proposing new rules for plazas and will 

negatively affect our BIDS, which in turn will negatively affect our community, including: (1) 

overly long lead-time for plaza event applications and (2) excessive fees. These proposals are 

counterproductive and will certainly lessen opportunities for creative opportunities for our BIDS 

and other community entities to activate our plazas with free community events.  

In further detail, and also supported by the NYC BID ASSOCIATION and Fulton Area 

Business (FAB) Alliance, we ask that you amend the proposed rules at a minimum as 

follows:  

1. Create Plaza Partner Events as a separate category. As partners contractually obligated to manage 

the plazas, plaza partners should be subject to a distinct track of event permitting that reflects their unique 

facts, circumstances and community-driven nature compared to third party applicants. The rules should 

include “Plaza Partner Event” as a defined term, subject to an expedited review process and other 

considerations (e.g. fees, scheduling) that reflect the unique relationship plaza partners have with the City 

of New York. If a separate review path for Plaza Partner Events is infeasible, the City should waive the 

90/60/45/30-day lead times, as well as the mandatory SAPO staff site visits and community board review 

for all but the largest and most impactful plaza partner sponsored events.  

 

CITY HALL OFFICE 

250 BROADWAY, SUITE 1792 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 

(212) 788-7081 

FAX: (212) 788-7712 

 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

1 HANSON PLACE, SUITE 201 

BROOKLYN, NY 11243 

(718) 260-9191 

FAX: (718) 398-2808 

 
 

 THE COUNCIL  

OF 

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
 

LAURIE A. CUMBO 
COUNCIL MEMBER 

35
TH 

DISTRICT, BROOKLYN 

CHAIR 

WOMENS ISSUES 

COMMITTES 

CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

FINANCE 

HIGHER EDUCATION 

PUBLIC HOUSING 

YOUTH SERVICES 



 

 

 

 2 

2. Clarify the definitions. The definitions of civic, charitable and commercial events require further 

clarification – especially with regard to sponsorship and the sale of goods. The proposed rules prohibit 

providing food for sale at a cultural performance, for example, or the underwriting of an event by a single 

entity sponsorship. We believe incidental sales and sponsorship to underwrite event and plaza maintenance 

costs should be explicitly permitted under defined circumstances.  

3. Rationalize the fees. The fees proposed for many of the smaller plazas are still too high and should be 

revised based on transparent data and metrics. As proposed, the structure does not appear to reflect the 

actual City costs for event oversight, nor do they employ a structure that reasonably takes into account, for 

certain plazas, the cumulative displacement of civic and neighborhood-based activities by non-local, third-

party commercial events. The rules now set up fees on a “plaza block” basis, charging up to $8,000 per 

block in outer boroughs. In many of the smaller communities where plazas have been created out of several 

adjacent blocks – this would mean city fees of $16,000- $32,000 to bring an event to the full plazas. This is 

untenable and will render these plazas unattractive to outside producers. These communities will miss out 

on the resources larger scale commercial events provide, the cultural experiences and the economic benefits 

from these events, which often bring people to the neighborhood.  

4. Acknowledge Existing Practices on Partner Fees. The SAPO rules should also codify the practice of 

plaza partners setting their own fee, as set forth in the DOT maintenance agreement. In instances where the 

City fee is waived or reduced, such as for civic or charitable events, it should be made clear that it is up to 

the plaza partners’ discretion to maintain or waive their fee. These fees allow plaza partners to continue to 

maintain these spaces as true community assets, and they are paramount to the long-term financial 

sustainability of the plaza program. Reducing City fees, while at the same time allowing plaza partners to 

set their own fees, will ensure that there is both a market for all plazas and that the plaza partners can 

maximize revenues for their own use in maintaining and programming the plazas. We understand and 

support provisions to ensure that large scale and third party events are vetted by the communities who will 

be impacted by their presence. We believe our recommendations would allow the City to accomplish these 

goals without compromising plaza partners’ ability to activate these spaces with quality, community based 

programming. We urge you to engage in further discussions with us and others, and then to revisit and 

amend these rules so that New Yorkers and visitors can benefit from the strengths of our public/private 

partnerships. 

The New York City Plaza program is a relatively new program, as a proud leader in the 35
th
 

Council District, I welcome operationalizing a city program but I do not support proposed rules 

that are onerous and will eliminate opportunities for our community. It is critical that we seize 

this occasion to hear from the NYC BID ASSOCIATION and amend the rules to better serve both 

our BIDS and our neighborhoods.  

We must find ways to expand opportunities to fully realize the arts and cultural advantages that 

can exist in our plazas, because together we all deserve these community benefits. 

Thank you for allowing me to share my thoughts and I hope that we continue bringing resources 

to our communities. If you would like to discuss this further; please contact my Chief of Staff, 

Monica Abend to set a meeting; she can be reached by email: mabend@council.nyc.gov or by 

phone: 212.788.7081.  

With warmest regards, 

 

 

LAURIE A. CUMBO 

MEMBER OF THE NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL 

mailto:mabend@council.nyc.gov


August 8, 2016 

 

Dear Mr. Carey, 

 

As the City Council Member representing District 25 in Jackson Heights and Elmhurst, Queens, I am 

submitting the following comments to the proposed SAPO rules for pedestrian plaza events.  

 

My district is home to two thriving pedestrian plazas: the 78th Play Street managed by the Jackson 

Heights Green Alliance and Diversity Plaza managed by SUHKI and the Neighborhood Plaza 

Partnership. Both plazas provide vibrant programming to my diverse constituents and are vital resources 

to the neighborhood.   

 

In fact, TIME magazine recently named Diversity Plaza as Number 46 of "240 Reasons to Celebrate 

America" saying "ONE CITY BLOCK HOLDS THE WHOLE WORLD!"  

 

As written, the proposed SAPO changes will create additional hardship for Plaza Partners, especially the 

many under-resourced Partners like those in my district who struggle to produce the kind of locally-

produced programming our communities desire. Along with the Jackson Heights Green Alliance and 

Neighborhood Plaza Partnership, I support the following recommendations: 

 

•    Review and modify the definition of Tier B plaza classification to better reflect the size, location of 

our community’s needs. 

•    Consider the type of maintenance partner (e.g. BID, other not-for-profit, volunteer group) when you 

determine tiers, or to create a specific tier that includes only plazas run by small organizations and 

neighborhood groups. 
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•    Bring application deadlines to 14 days for Plaza Partners, as recommended by the Neighborhood Plaza 

Partnership, which is the system in place currently. This allows groups to successfully program per 

contractual obligations. 

 

•    Review and reconsider the event classification proposal in accordance with actual plaza activities and 

to include the ability to have amplified sound for small events, especially since a sound permit is already 

required from the local police precinct. 

 

•    Revise the proposed fee structure to reflect the needs of the outer boroughs. The type of fee structure 

that is being proposed will make it impossible for local commercial event producers, or local small 

businesses to sponsor events, if they are required to pay the city a fee and a partner fee to be in the plaza. 

 

I hope that you will consider implementing the proposed changes to acknowledge the needs of smaller 

pedestrian plazas outside of Manhattan, especially those managed by small neighborhood and volunteer 

organizations that serve low and moderate income communities and immigrants.  

 

I urge you to remove any potential barriers to participation and inclusion, and to be a true partner with our 

communities in making pedestrian plazas a resource for all. 

 

Thank you Mr. Carey, and the Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management, for the 

opportunity to comment on the proposed rules. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Daniel Dromm  

NYC Council Member,  25th District 
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