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Note:  The following specification criteria have been assembled to promote the procurement of post-consumer/post-industrial recycled content in gypsum wallboard. Additional considerations related to product emissions, product toxicity, or other High Performance building criteria are included where appropriate.

PART 1 - GENERAL

1.01  SUMMARY

A. This section includes gypsum wallboard assemblies which meet specified criteria for:

1. Post-consumer recycled paper content in the gypsum wallboard paper facing; and

2. Post-industrial recycled content (synthetic gypsum) in the gypsum wallboard cores (optional).

1.02
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

A
Manufacturer’s certification of recycled content per section 2.01 of this specification.

B. Material Safety Data Sheets.

C. Manufacturer’s maintenance instructions.

D. Manufacturer’s policy statement on gypsum wallboard recycling programs.

1.03
DELIVERY AND STORAGE

A. Gypsum wallboard to be stored per manufacturer’s recommendations for allowable temperature and humidity range. Panels shall not be allowed to become damp.

B. Where feasible, gypsum wallboard shall not be stored with materials which have high emissions of VOCs or other contaminants (see section 3.01 below).

PART 2 – PRODUCTS

2.01 MATERIALS

A. Environmental Criteria:

1. Recycled Content:  

Gypsum wallboard shall contain recycled content material as follows: 

a. Paper facings: a minimum of 100% post-consumer recycled paper content.

b. Gypsum cores: Where feasible, a minimum of 75% post-industrial recycled gypsum content (also called “synthetic” gypsum – from coal-fired power plants).


The percentage of recycled content is based on the weight of the component materials.

PART 3 –  EXECUTION

3.01
INSTALLATION

A. Where feasible, one or both of the following procedures shall be used to minimize the exposure of gypsum wallboard to materials or finishes which have high short-term emissions of VOC’s, formaldehyde, particulates, or other air-borne compounds:

1. The gypsum wall board shall be taped, spackled and primed before the installation of the highly-emitting materials.

2. The gypsum wallboard shall be installed after the installation of the highly-emitting materials. 

Materials with high short-term emissions include, but are not limited to: adhesives, sealants and glazing compounds (specifically those with petrochemical vehicles or carriers); paint, wood preservatives, and finishes; control and/or expansion joint fillers; hard finishes requiring adhesive installation; gypsum board (with associated finish processes and products); and composite or engineered wood products with formaldehyde binders.  

3.02
WASTE MANAGEMENT

A. Identify manufacturer’s policy for collection or return of construction scrap, unused material, demolition scrap, and/or packaging material. Where feasible, institute demolition and construction waste separation and recycling to take advantage of manufacturer’s programs. 
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