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Dear Colleague:

Each year in the U.S., 27,000 men and women get cancer caused by human papillomavirus (HPV).
Ensuring that young people get vaccinated can spare them from painful or deadly illnesses later in life.

All three HPV vaccines protect against the two most common cancer-causing HPV types. The newly
available 9-valent vaccine also protects against five additional HPV types that cause 14% of HPV-
associated cancers in women and 5% in men.

Despite the availability of these cancer preventing vaccines, they remain underutilized. In New York City,
only 31 percent of boys and 43 percent of girls aged 13 to 17 years are fully protected, meaning that they
have received all three vaccine doses. New York City’s rates fall dramatically short of the 2020 national
goal of 80 percent three-dose HPV vaccine coverage.

Since HPV vaccination rates at your facility are below the city’s average, the Health Department wants to
partner with you and provide tools and guidance to increase rates at your facility. This toolkit is centered
on three core provider strategies:

1. Give a STRONG recommendation for the HPV vaccine. Focus on cancer prevention. A physician’s
recommendation is one of the best predictors of whether a patient will be vaccinated at a visit.
Do not address sexual transmission unless directly asked. (After all, we don’t talk about tetanus
or meningococcal transmission.)

2. Bundle adolescent vaccines. Offer HPV vaccine to all 11- and 12-year-old patients at the same
time as the Tdap and meningococcal vaccines. Do not single out the HPV vaccine in your discussions
with parents.

3. Avoid missed opportunities to vaccinate your patients against HPV. The persistent gap in
coverage between HPV vaccine and the other recommended adolescent vaccines indicate missed
opportunities to protect patients from HPV-associated cancers. Use every healthcare visit as an
opportunity to ensure your patient is fully vaccinated against HPV.

We look forward to partnering with you to increase HPV vaccination rates and protect the health of
young New Yorkers.
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