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• Publ ic  Heal th  Emergenc ies  

• Ebola  

• Enhanced Infect ion  Contro l  =  Enhanced 
Preparedness  

• Key  components  infect ion  Contro l  Programs for  
Pr imary  Care  

• Review of  Cha in  of  Transmiss ion  

• The Nat iona l  Infect ion  Prevent ion and Contro l  
In i t iat ive  (NIPCI )  
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Public Health Emergencies 



  

  

• Challenges – Understanding the r isks 

• Identif ied best practices 

• Identify Preparedness Gaps 

• Discuss Ways To Address 
Preparedness Gaps 

Ebola 



• PREPARE TO PREVENT INFECTIONS 
• PREPARE TO DETECT IN YOUR FACIL ITY  
• PREPARE TO PROTECT HEALTHCARE WORKERS AND 

PATIENTS 
• PREPARE TO RESPOND TO AN OUTBREAK 

 
 

Enhanced Infection Control = 
Enhanced Preparedness 



I. Infection Control Program and Infrastructure 

II. Infection Control Training and Competency 

III. Healthcare Personnel Safety 

IV. Surveillance and Disease Reporting 

V. Hand Hygiene 

VI. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)  

VII. Injection Safety 

VIII. Respiratory Hygiene/Cough Etiquette 

IX. Point-of-Care Testing  

X. Environmental Cleaning 

Key Components of an Infection 
Control Program for Primary Care  
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Portal 
of Exit 
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of 

Transit  
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of Entry 

Infection 

Transfer of pathogens from a source of infection (the reservoir) 
to a new susceptible host 

 

Review of Chain of Transmission 



• H a n d  hyg i e n e  a n d  Re s p i rato r y  H yg i e n e  
o Tra i n i n g  a n d  c o m p e t e n c y  a t  h i r e  a n d  a n n u a l l y   
o S i g n a g e  
o M o n i t o r  s t a f f  a d h e r e n c e   -   g i v e  fe e d b a c k  
o S u p p l i e s  r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  i n  p a t i e n t  c a r e  a r e a s  –  

fa c e  m a s k s ,  t i s s u e s ,  s a n i t i ze r,  s o a p  
o http://www.cdc.gov/Features/HandWashing 

 
 

• Pe rs o n a l  P ro te ct i ve  Eq u i p m e nt  
 

 
 

    
  

Standard Precautions: What Does 
This Mean 

http://www.cdc.gov/Features/HandWashing/
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/HandWashing/


• Airborne  precaut ions  
 

• Droplet  Precaut ions  
 

• Contact  Precaut ions  
  

Transmission Based Precautions 





Transmission Based Precautions 



• Ensure  respons ib le  use  of  ant ib iot ics  
o We all play a part in preventing antibiotic resistance! 

  
• Prescr ibe  appropr iate ly  when appropr iate  

o Follow guidelines 

  
• Educate:  c l in ic ians  and pat ients  

o Antibiotics are not always the answer 

  
• Get  Smart  About  Ant ib iot ics  In i t iat ives  –  CDC 
 

Antibiotic Stewardship 



Antibiotic 
Stewardship 
 



  
• Single-use machines 
• Sharps injuries 
• Injection Safety     

o one needle  
o one syr inge  
o only  one  t ime 
o do not  share  insu l in  syr inges  or  pens  
 

Injection Safety and Point of Care 
Testing 



• Definit ion 
• Waste items 
• Storage 
• Disposal   
  

Waste Management 



• Know the reportable disease (NYC) 
• Be aware of  outbreaks  

o Health  A lerts  (CDC and DOHMH) 
• Survei l lance in your faci l i ty 
• Goal:  Identify serious infectious diseases 

and unusual  c lusters 
 

Disease Surveillance  

When in  doubtProvider  Access  L ine  (PAL)–866-692-3641 



• Why you should report 
• What should you report  
• Special  events include: 

o HIV within 14 days of positive test 
o TB suspected cases within 24 hours 
o Measles (rubella) 

• I f  you don’t  report 
• Prompt 
• How to report  

o Provider Access Line (PAL) – 866-692-3641 
o www.nyc.gov/health/diseasereporting.com 

  

Disease Reporting 

http://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/reporting-and-services/notifiable-diseases-and-conditions-reporting-central.page


Which of these is NOT a reportable 
disease in New York State? 

 a. Cancer 

 b. HIV 

 c. AIDS 

 d. Lyme Disease 

 e. Typhoid 

How many diseases are you 
required to report, as per New York 
State Department of Health? 

 a. 1‐20 

 b. 21‐40 

 c. 41‐60 

 d. 61‐80 

 e. 80+ 

  

Reportable Diseases 



• Be prepared– ident i fy,  i solate,  inform 
• Assess r isk  
• Make your  plan and protocols  

o Kn ow  yo u r  ro l e  i n  th e  p l a n  

• Teach the plan 
• Pract ice the plan – tra inings,  dr i l l s ,  exerc ises 
• Emphases –  Infect ion Control  protects  everyone 
• Must encourage teamwork in  Infect ion Control  
• Pract ice standard precaut ions  
• Be vig i lant!  Be consistent!   Be Prepared!  

Take Away 





To  promote and protect the health of all New Yorkers…… 
 

The NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) Office 
of Emergency Preparedness and Response (OEPR) works to prevent, 
protect against, respond to, and increase New York City’s ability to 

recover from the public health impacts of emergencies. 
 

DOHMH OEPR does this through partnerships with various city, state 
and federal agencies, healthcare facilities, and community leaders 

and organizations to better protect and meet the needs of NYC 
citizens. 

 

DOHMH Mission 



• Funded by:  
o C D C  E p i d e m i o l o g y  a n d  L a b o ra t o r y  C a p a c i t y  G ra n t  ( E LC )  

 

• National  In i t iat ive  
o C D C  +  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  

 

• Goal :  Strengthen Infect ion Control  Capacity  
o W i t h i n  h e a l t h c a re  fa c i l i t i e s   
o A c ro s s  sy s t e m s  
o A c ro s s  t h e  n a t i o n  

 

• Result :  Readiness  
  

The National Infection Prevention 
and Control Initiative (NIPCI) 



 
• Support  the object ives of  CDC 
• Guided sel f -assessment 
• Address opportunit ies  for  improvement  
• Enhanced Readiness 

Epidemiology Laboratory Capacity 
(ELC) Grant 



• Voluntary +  Non-regulatory 
 

• Uti l ize  IC  assessment tools  developed by CDC 
o O u tp at i e nt  c l i n i cs ,  H o s p i ta l s ,  D i a l ys i s  
o L o n g  te r m  ca re  fa c i l i t i e s  

 
• On s i te  v is i ts    Guided Sel f -Assessments  

o D O H MH  I C  Te a m  p rov i d e s  te ch n i ca l  a s s i s ta n ce  
o P rov i d e  a d v i ce  a n d  re co mm e n d at i o n s  

Program Overview 



Infection 
Control 
Assessment 
 



• Designate your  point  of  contact   
o N u rs e  s u p e r v i s o r,  I C  C o o rd i nato r  

 

• DOHMH team wi l l  schedule an appointment  
o P l a n  fo r  ½  d ay   
o A ny  a re a s  yo u ’d  l i ke  to  fo cu s  o n ?  

 

• Infect ion control/prevention survey 
o P rov i d e d  b efo re  v i s i t  
o C a n  co m p ete  a h e a d  o f  t i m e    fo cu s e d  

d i s cu s s i o n   

The Process 



• S i te  v i s i ts   
o D i s c u s s  s u r ve y   
o I m p ro ve m e n t  p l a n n i n g  

 
• Opt ional :  Obser vat ions ,  staff  presentat ion  

o A f t e r  t h e  v i s i t  
o F o l l o w - u p  c o n t a c t   

 
• Answer  quest ions ,  prov ide  informat ion,  etc .  

o L o n g - t e r m  O u t c o m e s  
o D e ve l o p m e n t  o f  s e c t o r  s p e c i f i c  t ra i n i n g  a n d  

e d u c a t i o n  p ro g ra m s  b a s e d  o n  i d e n t i f i e d  n e e d s  
 

• We have  s ign  up sheets!  
 

The Process, con’t. 



Thank You. 
Gloria Airall – Simon, PhD, RN 

Senior Nurse Educator for Communicable Disease Preparedness 

gairalls@health.nyc.gov 

Office: 347-396-2604 

Cell:646-799-4735 

mailto:gairalls@health.nyc.gov
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