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Table 10.1: Live Births to Women Ages 35 and Older
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N %
All live births 125563 100 124023 100 122937 100 124345 100 124099 100 122725 100 125506 100 128961 100 127680 100 126774 100

Maternal age
35-39 18488 14.7 18569 15.0 18620 15.1 19241 15.5 19481 15.7 19613 16.0 20221 16.1 20593 16.0 20829 16.3 20662 16.3
40+ 5028 4.0 5003 4.0 5196 4.2 5612 4.5 5531 4.5 5656 4.6 5712 4.6 6003 4.7 6034 4.7 6262 4.9
Total 35+ 23516 18.7 23572 19.0 23816 19.4 24853 20.0 25012 20.2 25269 20.6 25933 20.7 26596 20.6 26863 21.0 26924 21.2

Table 10.2: First Live Births to Women Ages 35 and Older by Maternal Race/Ethnicity
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N %
Maternal age 35+ 
(among first live births)
Among blacks 1060 8.0 1091 8.2 1179 9.0 1171 9.3 1154 9.3 1198 9.7 1209 9.5 1186 9.2 1130 9.0 1204 10.0
Among whites 3494 20.8 3615 21.5 3804 22.2 4115 23.0 4276 24.2 4468 25.2 4731 25.8 4713 25.0 4818 26.0 4698 25.5
Among Hispanics 1001 6.0 1043 6.2 1133 6.8 1108 6.7 1103 6.8 1174 7.2 1217 7.1 1183 6.9 1313 7.6 1344 7.8
Among Asian/Pacific Islanders 847 11.4 917 12.6 960 12.4 1063 12.5 1179 13.4 1237 14.7 1324 14.4 1501 15.1 1454 15.8 1479 16.4

Maternal age 35+ 
Among all first live births 6431 11.8 6702 12.3 7108 13.0 7503 13.5 7743 14.0 8124 14.8 8518 14.8 8609 14.6 8964 15.2 8935 15.4
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Figure 10.1: Percent of First Live Births to Women Ages 35 and Older by Maternal Race/Ethnicity

Technical Notes:  Births with unknown/not stated maternal age are not included in the denominator when calculating percentages. 
 

Source:   Bureau of Vital Statistics Data compiled by Bureau of Maternal, Infant, and Reproductive Health, New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, August 2011. 
 

Highlights 
 

• From 2000 to 2009:  
        - The percentage of births to women ages 35 years and older increased by 13.4%, from 18.7% to 21.2% (Table 10.1). 
        - The percentage of first births to women ages 35 years and older increased by 30.5%, from 11.8% to 15.4%; increases were observed in all  
           racial/ethnic groups (Figure 10.1, Table 10.2). 
 

• In 2009: 
        - The percentage of first births to women ages 35 years and older was highest among whites (25.5%) and lowest among Hispanics (7.8%)  
          (Figure 10.1, Table 10.2). 
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