
 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE 

BOARD OF HEALTH 
---- 

NOTICE OF ADOPTION  
TO AMEND ARTICLE 11 OF THE NEW YORK CITY HEALTH CODE 

---- 
 
 
In compliance with §1043(b) of the New York City Charter (the “Charter”) and pursuant to the 
authority granted to the Board of Health by §558 of said Charter, the Notice of Intention was published 
in the City Record on March 13, 2007. A public hearing was held on April 20, 2007.  No one testified 
and the Department received no written comments.  The Board of Health at its June 14, 2007 meeting 
adopted the following resolution.  

STATUTORY AUTHORITY 
  
This amendment to the New York City Health Code (“Health Code”) is promulgated pursuant to 
Sections 556, 558 and 1043 of the New York City Charter (“Charter”).  Section 556 of the Charter 
grants the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (“Department”) jurisdiction to 
regulate matters affecting health in the City of New York.  Specifically, Section 556(c)(2) of the 
Charter authorizes the Department to supervise the reporting and control of communicable and chronic 
diseases.  Section 558(b) and (c) of the Charter empower the Board of Health to amend the Health 
Code and to include in the Health Code all matters to which the Department’s authority extends.  
Section 1043 of the Charter grants rule-making powers to the Department. 

 
STATEMENT OF BASIS AND PURPOSE 

 
The New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (Department) is amending Section 
11.03 (a) of the New York City Health Code (Health Code) to remove “urethritis, non-gonococcal” 
(commonly referred to as “NGU”) from the list of reportable diseases/conditions because there is no 
longer a public health value in having this reported to the Department. 
  
NGU was made a reportable disease/condition with the intent that it serve as a surrogate measure of 
Chlamydia trachomatis infection in the male population.  At the time NGU was made reportable, there 
were very limited diagnostic tests for Chlamydia trachomatis, and men were not routinely tested or 
screened for that infection. There are now highly sensitive and specific tests for Chlamydia 
trachomatis which may be performed on male urethral and urine specimens, and males are being tested 
and screened for this infection with increasing frequency, and reported to the Department.  For this 
reason, reports of NGU are no longer likely to represent Chlamydia trachomatis infection, and in any 
event, monitoring reports of laboratory-confirmed Chlamydia trachomatis infection is the best means 
of measuring the burden of that disease in the population. Therefore, the Department hereby amends 
§11.03 of the Health Code by removing NGU from the list of reportable diseases/conditions. 
 
The rule amendment is as follows: 
 
Note -  Matter in brackets [  ] is to be deleted. 
 Matter underlined is new.  
 
 
 RESOLVED, that subdivision (a) of Section 11.03 of Article 11 of the New York City Health 
Code, as set forth in Title 24 of the Rules of the City of New York, as last amended by resolution on 



June 15, 2006, be and the same hereby is amended, to be printed together with explanatory notes, by 
deleting the entry for “Urethritis, non-gonococcal”, as follows: 
 
§11.03 . Diseases and conditions reportable. 
 
(a) Cases and carriers affected with any of the following diseases and conditions, and persons who at 
the time of their death were apparently so affected, shall be reported to the Department: 
 
*** 
 
Tularemia 
 
Typhoid fever 
 
[Urethritis, non-gonococcal] 
 
Vaccinia disease, defined as: 
 
(1) Persons with vaccinia infection due to contact transmission; and, 
 
(2) Persons with the following complications from vaccination: eczema vaccinatum, erythema 
multiforme major or Stevens-Johnson syndrome, fetal vaccinia, generalized vaccinia, inadvertent 
inoculation, myocarditis or pericarditis, ocular vaccinia, post-vaccinial encephalitis or 
encephalomyelitis, progressive vaccinia, pyogenic infection of the vaccination site, and any other 
serious adverse events (i.e., those resulting in hospitalization, permanent disability, life-threatening 
illness or death). 
 
 
*** 
 

 
Notes:  The Department removed “urethritis, non-gonococcal” from the list of reportable 
diseases/conditions on  June 14, 2007, because there is no longer a public health value in having this 
reported to the Department. 
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