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NYC ORGANICS MANAGEMENT 
 
 

- Guiding Policies 
- Organics in NYC’s waste 
- History of Organics 

Management in NYC 
- Local Law 77 – NYC Organics 

Collection 
- Results, Opportunities and 

Challenges 
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GUIDING POLICIES 
Diversion Mandates  

- DSNY – 25% by 2020 

One New York  
Vision 3 “Our Sustainable City” 

- New York City will send zero waste to 
landfills by 2030 

- Expand the NYC Organics program 
to serve all New Yorkers by the end of 2018 

- Reduce commercial waste disposal 
by 90 percent by 2030 

- Require all food service establishments 
to source-separate food waste 
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WHY ORGANICS RECYCLING? 
Methane 
- Second most prevalent greenhouse gas in 

the US emitted from human activities. 
- Landfills are the third largest source of 

methane emissions. 

Topsoil 
- Lost at an accelerated rate leading to soil 

erosion and agricultural challenges. 

Compost 
- Can be made from organic waste, helps to 

improve soil health, rebuild topsoil, and 
prevent erosion. 

Energy Security  
- An important component of building a 

sustainable, resilient city. 
- Methane, created from organic 

waste, can be a local, stable source. 
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2013 NYC RESIDENTIAL WASTE STUDY 
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HISTORY ORGANICS MANAGEMENT IN NYC 
NYC Compost Project 

- Community gardens and backyard 
composting 

- Community drop-offs and local            
organics processing 

Green Market Drop-Offs 
- Started at Union Square 
- Now in all five Boroughs 

Seasonal 
- Christmas tree collection and mulching 
- Leaf and yard waste collection 

Prior Pilots 
- Organics Collection Pilots (1992) 
- Backyard, On-Site, Decentralized         

Composting (1999) 
- Mixed Waste Composting (2004) 
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LOCAL LAW 77 – NYC ORGANICS COLLECTION 
 

Objective 
  -  Curbside collection of  
  -  Source-separated organic waste 
Reach 
  -  At least 100,000 households 
     and 350 schools 
Timeframe 
  -  October 2013 - July 2015 
Reporting 
  -  Every 6 months 
     (final report – October 2015) 
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ACCEPTED MATERIALS 
Food Scraps 

 
 
 
 
 

Food-soiled Paper 
 
 
 
 

Yard Waste 
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MATERIALS MANAGEMENT 

- Emphasis on Education 
- Don’t line bin 
- If lining bin, use paper or BPI-USCC certified 

compostable bags 
- No shopping bags 

- Working with retailers to carry compostable bags 
- Plastic liners allowed since 2014 

to encourage participation 
- Processing facilities monitor bag usage 

and other contamination issues 
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STARTER KITS 
 
Schools    Residents 
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SOME HAPPY CUSTOMERS 
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PARTICIPANTS THROUGH APRIL 2015 

Customers Schedule # 

Houses and small 
apartment buildings 

- 1x / week “on recycling day” 
- 2x / week “on trash day” 

~105,100 
households * 

High-rise apartment 
buildings 

- 2x / week in Brooklyn 
- 3x / week in Manhattan 148 buildings 

NYC public schools Every weekday, with recyclables ~ 722 schools 

Agencies,  
non-profits, and 
private schools 

Variable, depending on location various 

* Adding ~ 33,000 in May-June 2015 
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PILOT LOCATIONS 
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ORGANICS PROCESSING 
 
Composting 
- DSNY-managed facilities 
- Regional facilities 

 
 
 
 

Anaerobic digestion 
- Newtown Creek Wastewater Treatment 

facility (NYC Department of 
Environmental Protection)  

- 1 year pilot 
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EVALUATION 
Final Report: October 2015 
 

- Tonnages collected 
- Participation behavior 

(including contamination) 
- Operations 
- Processing 
- Recommendations 
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PRELIMINARY RESULTS: RESIDENTIAL 

- Total tons collected (through April 2015):     6,716 tons 
- Average contamination rate (by weight):      < 5% 
- Average diversion rate in pilot areas:                  23.8% to 37.4% 
- Significant potential to increase participation 

 

Source: June 2015 Organics Pilot Report 



18 

PRELIMINARY RESULTS: SCHOOLS 

Source: June 2015 Organics Pilot Report 

− Total tons collected (through April 2015): 6,563 tons 
− Average contamination rate (by weight): between 4% and 10% 
− Diversion rate in audited schools: 29.8% to 43.7% 
− Significant potential to improve 
 
 
 
Brooklyn School Audit: Recyclables and Organics Still in Refuse 
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CHALLENGES 
Schools 
Contamination and full participation 

- Compostable trays by fall 2015 
- Working on compostable utensils and other 
 

Residential 
Plastic bags and full participation 

- Convenient access to compostable bags 
- Education, communications and incentives 
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REUSE INITIATIVES 
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REDUCE REUSE RECYCLE 
A hierarchy of priorities outlining the ideal way of achieving a 
zero waste goal 
 

 
 Reuse 

- Reduces the amount of 
waste going to landfills 

- Signifies economic 
savings for New Yorkers 

- Funds the diverse 
missions of many 
nonprofit organizations 
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WHERE WE ARE TODAY 
     Waste generation in New York City has steadily declined since 2002. 
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NYC CENTER FOR MATERIALS REUSE 
 

Research 

NYC CMR works to support, coordinate, and research the 
materials reuse and donations community of NYC. 

http://www.reusenyc.info/
http://www.wastematch.org/
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REUSE INITIATIVES 

Residents 
- NYC Stuff Exchange 
 

Businesses and Nonprofits 
- NYC WasteMatch 
- ReuseNYC 
 

Schools and City Agencies 
- Materials for the Arts 
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NYC STUFF EXCHANGE 

- Website and app to find 
where to donate, buy, or sell 
gently used goods in NYC 

- More than 600 listings of 
donation organizations and 
outlets 

- Search by zip code, borough,  
or citywide 

- Calendar for donation drives, 
swap meets, rummage sales 
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NYC WASTEMATCH 

- 4,500 registered users 
- Saves users over $1.4 million in disposal and purchasing costs 
- 750 tons of waste diverted annually 
- Over 900 metric tons of CO2 Equivalents/1.2 billion BTUs of 

energy savings 
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HURRICANE SANDY RESPONSE 
 
• Coordinated over 725,000 large-scale donors  

of unsolicited donated supplies 
• Lead NYC’s donations coordination team 
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MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS (MFTA) 
MFTA is New York’s premiere reuse center, providing a way 
for companies and individuals to donate unneeded supplies 
to thousands of nonprofit organizations with arts 
programming and public schools.  
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REUSENYC 

Network of 30 nonprofit donation-based organizations 
- Prevent waste 
- Support NYC communities 
- Strengthen local nonprofits 
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REUSENYC 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zq5lDIEyXj8
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REUSE IMPACT CALCULATOR 
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REUSE MATERIAL CLASSIFICATIONS 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF REUSE 
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SOCIAL IMPACT OF REUSE 
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IMPACT OF REUSE 



THANK YOU 
 

nyc.gov/sanitation 
@NYCSanitation 
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