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GREEN PROJECT: A documentary film by Jane Cyphers and the Green Dreamers of PS 10.
This movie documents our efforts to help PS10 dream green!

TITLE OF MOVIE: Take the Pledge to Stop Global Warming~ Ride the Sea of Change!

The Green Dreamers of PS 10 were born in October of 2008 during the days preceding the
election of President Obama. As the country experienced the excitement and the anticipation of
change that comes with any election, the students in class 5-403 were no different. As we studied
the platforms of both candidates, the students concluded that our country was in need of a
change. Letters were sent to both candidates, in which the students shared their concerns about
many issues, including their concerns about global warming.

During this time our class was invited to enter an essay contest that was sponsored by then City
Councilmember Bill DeBlasio called, “How to Help Your School Go Green”. The students
researched environmental issues for several weeks preparing for their essays. The more they
researched, the more they wanted to know and the more they wanted others to know what they
knew. They decided the best way to spread the word around the school was by educating and
entertaining. At this point the “Green Dreamers” were born.

The Green Dreamers wrote a mission statement that invited the entire school to Ride the Sea of
Change and to do their part to Stop Global Warming. They created a list of things that people of
all ages could do to stop global warming. When a friend of mine donated 1000 beautiful shells to
the class, the Dreamers knew just what to do with them. They would give every child and adult
in the school a shell in exchange for a pledge to stop global warming. The shell was to be placed
by the bedside and on awakening everyone would see the shell and Ride the Sea of Change.

The Dreamers started meeting several times a week during lunch breaks and before school. They
invited students from other classes to join. Then each child adopted a class in the school and met
with them periodically to collect pledges, present skits and sing songs they had written related to
their environmental research. In addition, there were Public Service Announcements that spread
the word even faster.

When the students heard that one of the Greer Dreamers had won the essay contest and would
be invited to City Hall, they were inspired to make use of this political connection. The students
broke into teams and created a Green Room which was an addition to the Science Fair, where in-
depth studies of environment issues were presented; cons of plastic water bottles, plastic bag use
and its affect on animals and water systems, Styrofoam trays in the lunchroom and the landfills,



fossil fuels and global warming, drinking water sources, recycling in and out of school,
composting, easy ways to conserve energy, eating locally, New York City’s water system,
animals affected by global warming, methane production in landfills, our Energy Secretary
Steven Chu, and petitions banning Styrofoam and water bottles in NYC buildings. The room was
decorated with posters and logo designs designed by the Green Dreamers. The petitions made
their way to John Shea (NYC DOE Head of Division of School Facilities) and the NYC City
Council.

We invited water expert Elaine Matthews from NASA to discuss TRASH in NYC and around
the world. We visited Albert Appleton, the former DEP Commissioner and world-renowned
water expert. We studied the work of UN water expert Maude Barlow and then wrote skits
related to what we learned. I joined the UFT Green Committee and then brought my students one
day, so they could hear the discussions about the Styrofoam concerns and meet other green
leaders. They met John Shea, the head of Division of School facilities for DOE, and gave him the
1000 petitions they collected that asked for a ban on Styrofoam trays and water bottles in all
NYC schools. They met other green leaders and listened to their concerns. They found that they
had similar concerns.

The Green Dreamers also surveyed teachers about their recycling habits. They met several times
with the PS10 Green Team (concerned green parents) and the custodians to plan a course of
action to make the recycling more efficient at PS 10. The students created informative as well as
inspirational bulletin boards and artwork that was displayed around the school to get the word
out. They also offered informative literature on a variety of green subjects to teachers and
students.

The older students met with the younger students and taught them about ways they could keep
the earth green. They then shared their love and knowledge of nature with the younger students
on trips to their classrooms and trips with them to the park. They made up green games that they
presented during lunch periods and in individual classes; Frogster, Styrofoam Coin Toss and
Fishing For Frogs. They even had their mascot Plasticman. They even raised money to sail on
the Hudson River Sloop, the Clearwater, that is featured in the movie.

All of these green projects were photographed and videotaped by the team. We started to
accumulate so much documentation, that we decided to make it all into an iMovie. The Green
Dreamers took part in all aspects of the movie making. Students met regularly to offer
suggestions and to take part in the revision and editing process.

The new Green Dreamers have carried the green torch into the 2009-2010 school year! Green
Dreamers is now offered as an after school class. All 3", 4" and 5™ grade students are welcome.
Some of the graduates have gone on to be green leaders in their middle schools. This year we
have continued some of the initiatives started last year and started some new ones. When the
deputy Mayor visited PS 10, we made sure he was aware of our Styrofoam concerns. We
requested that our school return to the use of reusable trays and a dishwasher.

The 2™ generation Green Dreamers have made up surveys for local restaurants concerning
recycling and written articles for the school newspaper about these surveys and related topics.



They have written and performed several songs about food waste and how it wastes lots of
money and adds to Global Warming. They have been monitoring the recycling every day in the
lunchroom as well as realizing the tremendous amount of good food being thrown into the
garbage every day by NYC school children. The Green Dreamers believe that it should be eaten,
not composted! They are also in favor of food waste pick up in schools, homes and restaurants,
and plan to proceed with petitions related to this issue. They are presently collecting signatures
that support a plas-tax in NYC and are looking forward to lowering the plastic use in NYC by
80% like Ireland did with it’s plas-tax. They educated PS 10 about World Water Day. They
shared green games and songs on Earth Day with their PS 10 community.

They have plans to continue meeting with politicians and sharing their iMovie that documents
almost two years of social action by the Green Dreamers of PSI0.

Enjoy the movie! Dream in Green!
Jane Cyphers and the Green Dreamers of PS10
Produced by PS 10 Teacher Jane Cyphers 2010

Many Green Dreamers from PS 10 contributed to and appeared in this film:

Alinah Vision, Asil Mousa, Shanaqua Arnasalam, Chelsy Sagastume, Adam Borak,
Nadine Sanchez, Robb Bozeman, Cindy Cardoso, Terell Long, Denisse Castillo, Karina
Juarez, Stephanie Lopez, Gabriela Pinder. Megan Salim, Gabriel Hernandez and his
little sister, Jose Lopez, Arecelis Morales, Nalani Rodriguez, Daniel Montesino, Samuel
Garcia, Tabitha Malavez, Danny Morales, Leanne Collymore, John Abad, Emily
Cunningham, Michael Vasquez, Nicholas Astor, Abdul Farhad, Naima Mamataz,
Anthony Rodriguez, Adriana Guzman, Panchita Lopez, Max Mundstein, Luca Lotito,
Sofia Flores, Thomas Santiago, Brandon Steele, Moustafa Alaudi, Jason Cardoso,
Jasmin Castro, Nancy Flores, Ariatna Garcia, Luis Gutierrez, Aric Otero, Steven
Conrad, Samiha Sultana, Adam Abadi, Kalea, Ariel Maria Vera, Saria Saleh, Sophia
Hall, Sophia Watwood, Luca Tillman, Christany, Toby Paperno, Paulo Lembo, Cezar
Acosta, Donavan Dwyer, David Hernandez, Kimberly Rojo, Andrea Diaz, Dylan Detry,
lan Bianco, Hazel Bromley, Sebastian Weinstein, Frederick Douglas Hoffman, Isaiah
Diaz, Jorden Moreno, Grace Lessig, Zachariah Descuza, Makenzie Days, Galilee
Mengesha, Vivian Ng, Marjani Phillip, Raven Walker, Clemintine Avery, Max Feuerman,
Jack Solomita, Christopher Vazquez, Lily Potter, Nicholas Creapo, Jordan Moreno, Gus
McCowan, Max Abrahams, Leandro Guerrero, Barbara Garcia, Klare Hall, Malcom
Wansley, Brandon Ramos, Bryann Graziano, Carlos Herrara, Ciara Locicero, Rose
Noftell, Raisa Aly, Ronald Honka and Mr, Honka, Janet Campos, Pamela Cordoba,
Mohammad Eisheh, Zachary Johnson, Tonniqua Maldonado and Ms. Maldonado,
Freddie Merino

Miss Sandy Fajgier and her Pre-Kindergarten Class-2009

Kai Reed Blanchard, Jaslin Castillo, Jasmine Celine Davis, Felix Emmanuel Garcia,
Sylvie Tuvell Green, Charlotte Haggerty, Sophia Hall, Eilidh Kilpatrick, Lara Katherine
Kurtz, Claudia Luna Leduc, Solvej Malulani Lee, Robert Leopoldi, Ab Manuel Lopez,
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Giovanni Lotito, Gabrielle Mollin, Manuel Perez, Nina Piesanen, Amelia Rae Reitzfeld,
Amelia Zeitlin

A Special Thanks to President Obama, Pete Seeger, The Clearwater Crew, Elaine
Matthews from NASA, Shell Collector Gene Andrews, NYC Speaker Quinn, NYC Public
Advocate Bill De Blasio, Deputy Mayor Dennis Walcott, Former DEP Commisioner and
World Water Expert Albert Appleton, Deb Andrews from the Metropolitan Opera, Micki
Josi & Coquille Houshour UFT Green Schools Committee Founders, John Shea Chief
Executive Officer of NYC Dept. of Education Division of School Facilities and Chair of
DOE Sustainability Committee, Eric Goldstein NRDC lawyer, Members of the UFT
Green Schools Committee, Mr. Walter Ditman, Children's Author Jean Craighead
George, UN Water Expert Maude Barlow, PS 10 Principal Laura Scott, Ms. Sandy
Fajgier, PS 10 Parent Wally Konrad, Ms. Deb Van Doren, Mr. Cliff Bowen, Ms. Eileen
Fallon, Ms. Sarah Cohen, Ms. Gina Kansco, Mrs. Christine Napolitan, Mr. Robert
Montemarano, Mr. Chris Casal, PS 10 Parent Shana Corey, the "Doctor", PS 10 Parent
Cheryl Boucher, Ms. Mutiya Vision, Mr. Mike Kelly, Mr. Jose Martinez, Gaudencia and
Martin Hernandez from Mimomex Farms, Sunset Park CSA, Farmer's Market Farmer,
Google Earth, Parco Café in Park Slope, Joy Kitchen in Park Slope, Plastic Man, and
the Apple Genious Bar on Prince Street in Soho, Raye Levine and Joe Levine.

A few more Green Dreamers

Gus McCowan, Max Abrahams, Leandro, Guerrero, Cristtany Velasquez, Isabell
Hernandez, Taylor Isaac Hayes, Ms. Cheryl Boucher

The following songs and music were written by the Green Dreamers of PS 10

| Was Walking One Day In the Green Summer Grass, Protect the Trees, Ride the Sea
of Change, Take the Pledge, Information Revolution, Styrofoam Trays Never Dissolve,
We Hate Greenhouse Gas, Disrespected Greenhouse Gas Methane Is My Name, Turn
Off the Lights, Plastic Kills, Stop Littering, Stop, Stop, Stop, Trees, Froggie Froggie
Where Are You, Who Has Seen the Frogs, Tweet Tweet Tweetybird, Who Has Seen the
Frogs, Go Green, You Are Solution You Are Pollution, We Will Make Paint, Clear Water

All the songs and music were written and sung by the Green Dreamers of PS 10
with the exception of Sailing Up My Dirty Stream by Pete Seeger

The entire school was involved in the pledge process!



TAKE THE PLEDGE TO STOP GLOBAL WARMING!
YOU’LL RECEIVE A SHELL.
Keep the shell by your bed to remind you about your pledge!

WHAT DO YOU HEAR PRESIDENT OBAMA?
“I HEAR A CHANGE!
RIDE THE SEA OF CHANGE WITH ME!”




WE HAVE ADREAM FOR THE WORLD TO GO GREEN!
MAKE A PLEDGE TO STOP GLOBAL WARMING!
THERE ARE SIMPLE THINGS YOU CAN DO.

THE SHELLS REMIND US OF THE SEA!

ONE PLEDGE CHOICE IS TO MAKE UP A GREEN SONG.
LISTEN TO THE SHELL. WHAT IS IT TELLING YOU?



LET ME EXPLAIN THE PLEDGE PROCESS TO YOU.
MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICES!
WE CAN ALL BE PART OF THE INFORMATION REVOLUTION
AND
Q SPREAD THE WORD AROUND!
WE’LL EDUCATE AND ENTERTAIN
WITH SKITS ABOUT WATER WASTE



AND THE IMPORTANCE OF CLEAN WATER!
ALL THE CLASSES TOOK THE PLEDGE!
WE WEREN’T SURE IF TEACHERS WERE KEEPING THE PLEDGE,
SO WE DECIDED TO INVESTIGATE!
THE TEACHERS WERE REDUCING, REUSING AND RECYCLING
AND RIDING THE SEA OF CHANGE!
WE CALLED GENE, THE SHELL COLLECTOR, TO TELL HIM ABOUT THE
PLEDGE! IT FELT GREAT TO CONSERVE NATURAL RESOURCES!
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THE PLEDGERS LET US KNOW IF IT WAS DIFFICULT
TO KEEP THE PLEDGE GOING.
“ 'M KEEPING THE PLEDGE, BECAUSE INSTEAD OF A SPECIES GOING
EXTINCT, THE WHOLE WORLD WILL BE EXTINCT!”

WE WILL MAKE GREEN!
FREE TO BE GREEN!



TAKE THE PLEDGE TO STOP GLOBAL WARMING!

RIDE THE SEA OF CHANGE
WITH THE GREEN DREAMERS
OF PS 10!

ENJOY THE MOVIE!



ONE OF PETE SEEGER’S DREAMS
WAS THE CLEARWATER

THE CLEARWATER SLOOP HAS SPREAD THE WORD TO MILLIONS
ABOUT HOW FRAGILE THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT IS

AND HOW THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT IT LIES WITH EACH ONE OF US!

THE GREEN DREAMERS OF PS 10 TOOK A RIDE ON THE CLEARWATER!
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SAIL UP THE HUDSON RIVER WITH PS 10!
WORK TOGETHER TO HOIST THE SAIL!



O PETE SEEGER
MUSICIAN~ENVIRONMENTALIST~ACTIVST
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CLEAR WATER
CLEAR, CLEAR WATER
CLEAR WATER

CLEAR, CLEAR WATER
CLEAR WATER
CLEAR,CLEAR WATER
CLEAR WATER....




RECYCLE
RECYCLE

RIDE THE SEA OF CHANGE!
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RECYCLING IS GOING GREAT AT 10! GREEN DREAMER LUNC MONITORS

®
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DRINK. ALL YOUR MILK! MORE CLEAR BAGS=LESS GARBAGE

USE A REUSABLE SANDWICH BOX
AND YOU’LL NEVER HAVE TO USE
PAPER OR PLASTIC AGAIN!

“You RECYCLED
| ; S M P ER CALIFRAGIVISTICALLY

IT TAKES 20 BOTTLES OF WATER
TO PRODUCE AND SHIP ONE
BOTTLE OF WATER. ENJOY NYC’S
PRISTINE UNFILTERED WATER
FROM THE CATSKILL DELAWARE
WATERSHED INSTEAD!
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Waste Generation Waste Transfer Stations

R Giux, Emerreeals Delamsa,
2003 WTERT meeting. NYC

Asthma. Poverty
and Fruck-Based \Waste Transfer Stations
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WHO WANTS
A WASTE
TRANSFER
STATION IN
THEIR
BACKYARD!!

DO YOU SEE A
CONNECTION
BETWEEN
TRUCK-BASED
TRANSFER
STATIONS
AND THE
ASTHMA HOTS
SPOTS INNYC?




THESE BOYS WERE
HOPING FOR A LITTLE
SKI VACATION.

THEY ENDED UP AT
STYROFOAM
LANDFILL INSTEAD,
SNACKING ON
LEFTOVER FRENCH
FRIES FROM NYC DOE
STYROFOAM TRAYS!
THROWING “AWAY”
MILLIONS OF TRAYS
A WEEK IS A HUGE
PROBLEM FOR NYC!
SUPPORT “TRAYLESS”
LUNCHES OR, BETTER
YET, HOW ABOUT AN
ENERGY EFFICIENT
DISHWASHER?
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Stop

Recycling!
I AM Stop! Stop!
UNRECYCLABLE Stop!
GIRL! I WILL LIVE

FOREVER!




WATER MATTERS

J O RIDE THE SEA OF CHANGE WITH THE GREEN DREAMERS OF PS 10!

NYC’S WATER COMES FROM THE CATSKILLS. KEEP AN EYE ON THE CATSKILLS!
NYC’S WATER IS TESTED 10,000 TIMES A WEEK!

MAUDE BARLOW SAYS, “WATER SHOULD BE FOR PEOPLE, NOT FOR PROFIT!
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CATSKILL FARMERS AND STEWARDS

MAKE UP A SKIT ABOUT
O WHERE WATER COMES FROM!



NYC’S WATER SOURCE
AND ONE OF ITS WATER-LOVING FRIENDS!



WHEN IT COMES TO WATER, IT’S BETTER TO BE SAFE THAN SORRY!
NYC SAID, “ THERE WILL BE NO DRILLING IN THEIR WATERSHED!”

THANKS NYC



CONSERVATION
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL FARMERS. LOCAL FRUITS AND VEGGIES ARE
HEALTHIER AND USE LESS ENERGY TO TRANSPORT!
SUPPRORT COMMUNITY SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE

JOIN A CSA TODAY AND GET FRESH VEGGIS WEEKLY'!

SHARE ENERGY SAVING TIPS WITH FRIENDS!
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USE NATURAL LIGHT IF POSSIBLE!

I ALWAYS EAT LOCAL!
CARE TO JOIN M]

-
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FOOD WASTE IN THE TRASH OVER YEARS WASTES LOTS OF CASH!
O LISTEN POLITICIANS NOW!
HERE’S THE TRUTH ABOUT ALL THAT CHOW!
SONG LYRICS BY THE GREEN DREAMERS OF PS 10

THE US PRODUCES A LOT OF FOOD WASTE. MOST COUNTRIES
CANNOT AFFORD TO THROW AWAY FOOD. FOOD WASTE ENDS UP IN
LANFILLS PRODUCING METHANE.

COMPOSTED FOOD WASTE PRODUCES CO2.
CO2 IS BAD, BUT METHANE IS MUCH WORSE. TIGHTLY PACKED
FOOD WASTE IN LANDFILLS PRODUCES METHANE,
WHICH IS 23X WORSE THAN CO2.
THE GREEN DREAMERS SUPPORT CITY WIDE COMPOSTING,
HOWEVER, THEY ARE TRYING TO
ENCOURAGE THE STUDENTS AT PS10 TO STOP WASTING THEIR FOOD
IN THE FIRST PLACE!



SAY NO TO FOOD WASTE AND YOU’LL SAY NO TO METHANE!
JUST STOP FOOD WASTE!
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DID YOU CHECK THE MENU FIRST?

DID YOU EAT YOUR FOOD?
I HAVE A COMPOST AT HOME! DO YOU?
NO FOOD
WASTE
HERE!




LANDFILLS THAT ARE TIGHTLY PACKED PRODUCE METHANE!
LANDFILLS ARE A MAJOR CAUSE OF GLOBAL WARMING!
RIDE THE SEA OF CHANGE WITH THE GREEN DREAMERS OF PS 10!

WHAT’S THE CONNECTION?
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IRE DRAGON CAUSES GLOBAL WARMING! BAN STYROFOAM! THERE ARE

ALTERNATIVES! REDUCE REUSE
RECYCLE!




LA

ELAINE MATTHEWSFROM NASA IS AN EXPERT ON THE GLOBAL METHANE CYCLE!

1000 PETITIONS WERE COLLECTED BY
THE GREEN DREAMERS THAT ASKED
FOR A BAN ON STYROFOAM IN NYC
O SCHOOLS. THEY WERE PRESENTED

TO JOHN SHEA AND THE NYC
COUNCIL.




DISRESPECTED GREENHOUSE GAS
METHANE IS MY NAME!

O GLOBAL WARMING IS SO, SO SAD! FROGS, PENGUINS AND TURTLES ARE NOT SO GLAD!

FEELING MAD, MAD MAD!
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GREEN DREAMERS EMILY CUNNINGHAM AND MICHAEL VAZQUEZ PRESENT THEIR
STYROFOAM CONCERNS TO DEPUTY MAYOR DENNIS WALCOTT AT THE PS 10 STUDENT
COUNCIL! THEY SUGGEST THAT THE NYC DOE REINSTALL A DISHWASHER AT PS 10! THE
DEPUTY MAYOR SENT A TEXT MESSAGE TO MAYOR MICHAEL BLOOMBERG AT THE
MEETING! THE NEXT DAY MIKE AND EMILY HEARD THAT THE NYC DOE WAS STARTING
TRAYLESS TUESDAYS! ALL THE GREEN DREAMERS WERE EXCITED TO HEAR THAT THE CITY
WAS ADDRESSING THEIR CONCERNS!




