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2012 Golden Apple Awards
Contest Entry Judging Info

(This sheet prepared for judges' use by DSNY BWPRR)

ID Info: 12022
School: PS 199 Jessie Isador Straus
Grade Division LM Il Golden Shovel Award contestant
Borough: M (for borough Master School Composter)

School Population: total # 794

2012 Project Entries received for: Core Group: Total Participating:

[T TrashMasters! Super Recyclers Received:

[ TrashMasters! Reduce & Reuse Challenge Received: 5/1/2012 25 794
A Smaller Footprint Is Making A Bigger Impact!

We are very proud of the strides we have made reducing the amount of waste going into the landfill while increasing the awareness in
our community about the excessive amount of garbage a school can generate. We have also worked together to further educate the
children and our community with our efforts culminating in a Saturday Earth Day Fair. Our hope is that we have reduced the PS 199
garbage footprint on our planet and will continue to do so.

[T TrashMasters! Team Up to Clean Up Received:

Prior Year Entries:

10:RR-boro
School Contact Information: Sustainability Coord: Diane Cione, Teacher
Phone:  212-799-1033 x1020 Contest Coord]naFor: KATY ROSEN, Principal
) Coord Phone (if different):
Address: 270 WEST 70 ST Coordinator Email: krosen2@schools.nyc.gov
New York 10023 ’ -nye.9
Principal: KATY ROSEN

Block&Lot: 1011580040
DOE Location: M199
DOE Bldg: M199

Principal Email: krosen2@schools.nyc.gov

Comments (may not be relevant to judging)
REQUIRED for Super Recyclers only: [*food waste composting, bagasse trays] Submitted by: Lauri
. Landry Scharankov, Co Chair Healthy Child, Healthy Planet
Custodian: THERESA DI CRISTI . ) 701 ] .
Custodian's Phone:  212-721-3868 Committee of the PTA; 212-721-3061; Lauri_Landry@yahoo.com

Custodian's Email: cm199@schools.nyc.gov

Info Confirmed:
7/2/2012
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Reduce & Reuse Challenge

SCHOOL INFO

PS 199

Jessie Isador Straus Elementary School

270 West 70" Street, New York, N\Y 10023

Phone - 212-799-1033/ Fax - 212-799-1179

Katy Rosen, Principal - 212-799-1033, ext. 1020
KRosen2@schools.nyc.gov

Contest Coordinator - Lauri Landry Scharankov

Co-Chair Healthy Child, Healthy Planet Commiittee - 212-721-3061
Lauri_Landry@Yahoo.com

PS 199 is a catchment school in District 3 on the Upper West Side (Lincoln
Center Area). We currently have an enroliment of approximately 794 children.
Our school motto is “Work Hard. Be Kind”.

Custodian Information - Theresa DiCristi - 212-721-3868

CONTEST ENTRY INFO

Borough - MANHATTAN
Grade Division - ELEMENTARY
Contest Entry Title - A Smaller Foot Print Is Making A Bigger Impact!

e Contest Entry Summary - We are very proud of the strides we have made

reducing the amount of waste going into the landfill while increasing the
awareness in our community about the excessive amount of garbage a school
can generate. We have also worked together to further educate the children
and our community with our efforts culminating in a Saturday Farth Day Fair.
Our hope is that we have reduced the PS 199 garbage footprint on our planet
and will continue to do so.

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT

Student Participation: Core Group # 25 Ms. Chung’s 4" Grade Class
Student Participation: Total # 794


mailto:KRosen2@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:Lauri_Landry@Yahoo.com

e School Population: Total # 794

SALAD BAR COMPOSTING

The Healthy Child, Healthy Planet and the Garden Commuttees, in
partnership with our kitchen staff, started a daily composting etfort by
collecting salad bar prep scraps. A parent takes the scraps and adds them
to a composting ball we have placed in our school garden. It has been
very successful and will continuously yield a rich supply of humus for our

new garden area!



Our garden will be completed later this year. Volunteers collect
household and cafeteria scraps as well as fallen leaves for our compost
ball. Classes are taken to the garden and learn amid the natural
environment. Incorporating composting and the composting ball, they
learn how the school and community composting efforts help create the

beautiful space i which they are currently learning.









CAFETERIA COMPOSTING

Unfortunately, in most school cafeterias, 1t 1s hard to muss the large
amount of waste generated on a daily basis.

We began our effort to reduce waste by switching over from the
Styrofoam trays to sugar cane based trays -- funded by the PTA.
Supplemented by DOE School Food, we had paper boats as often as
possible for breakfast and Trayless Tuesday lunch. PS 199 was fortunate
enough to be included 1n a school cafeteria composting pilot program that
an mdependent garbage disposal company offered. They come nightly to
the school to retrieve the compostable collected material. The recyclables
and garbage for the landhill are still picked up by a DOS truck.

A series of bins with appropriate signage help the children identify what
goes where. The children learned in an assembly line like process how to
get r1id of their waste. A committee of parents came mto the cafeteria for
one week to guide and encourage the children to sort their lunch refuse
correctly.  The children have been enthusiastic and committed to making
the program work and have been articulate about how important they
think 1t 1s. The school community 1s very excited about this new process
and they have remained conscientious 1 their sorting efforts. The school
janitorial staff has been very helptul setting up the separate bins and taking
them out for collection at the end of the day.

We began a week of measuring and charting the sorted waste and we are
all very surprised and proud about the amount of compostable material



that 1s no longer going into the garbage. We have reduced our
contribution to the landfill by approximately 86%.






EDUCATIONAL COMPONENTS

The educational opportunities presented thru the composting mitiative

were vast. A fourth class led by Ms. Chung and Ms. Huang (a student
teacher)
explored the
concepts of
composting.

Taking the data
collected by
weighing, and
measuring the
volume of the
compostable
waste,
recyclables and
garbage for the
landfill for one
week, the class
contemplated
graphing the
results. They
were blown away
by the amount of
garbage that the
school diverted
from the landfll
and had a great



time making the pie charts. Their math lesson will continue as they make
bar graphs to quantify the daily results. We foresee the calculating

continuing.















A few weeks ago the class studied the specific use of worms within the
composting process. As part of the educational unit the children made
posters which were proudly displayed at the school’s Earth Day Fair.










































RECYCLING COLLECTION

The Department of Sanitation has not yet implemented the collection of
#5 plastics for recycling. The Healthy Child, Healthy Planet Commuttee
decided to collect them. Our program is called “5 On Fridays”.

An announcement went out in our weekly e-mail requesting parents to
drop off #5 plastics 1n a designated area. A small group of parents took
turns collecting the #5s at morning drop off. After a few weeks we found
putting a collection box out once a week (Fridays) worked well. We take
turns walking the collected items to our local Whole Food Store, which 1s
part of a program to reuse these plastics. We are now collecting between
7 and 15 Ibs. each Friday.



EARTH DAY FAIR

Earth Day 1s to be the perfect opportunity to introduce, educate and
reinforce 1deas about reducing, reusing, recycling, composting, and
healing and protecting our planet.

Our Second Annual Earth Day Fair was held on Saturday April 21, 2012
in the school cafeteria. The children and their families brought in items
for various recycling collections, participated in games and arts and cratfts,
bought bright farm fresh produce, cooked and learned about nutrition,
tried Ta1 Kwan Do and Yoga, and planted 1n the school garden. There
was a great deal of educational information available as well.

COLLECTIONS

A list of collectables was sent out 1n the school e-mail a week prior to the
fair. We also made posters for the school playground with all of the

important information.

At our Earth Day Fair PS 199 collected a wider array of electronics than 1t
normally would. Counselwomen Gail Brewer created a partnership with
Sims Recycling Solutions and the Upper West Side Recycling Center.
We transported our collected items, along with used sneakers and
batteries to the PS 87’s Earth Day Fair where they were attempting to
break a Guinness Book of World Records record for the largest amount

of electronics recycled 1 a day.



PAPER SHEDDER

As we were close to ‘tax ime’ we 1nvited the PS 199 families to bring their
papers to the fair for shredding. A truck from “A Shred Away”, a
commercial and residential on-site shredding organization sent a truck
that shreds the paper on site and transports the refuse to a facility that
makes cups and plates from 1it. The children loved watching 1t “eat the
paper” and what a good lesson about reusing! We were particularly
pleased to have such a good turnout of interested families. This removed
a good deal of potential paper waste, protected important personal
mformation and gave us all the satisfaction to know that our papers would
be part of a recyching effort.






GAMES, ARTS AND CRAFTS AND EDUCATION

There were many opportunities for the children to have fun and learn.



We had sorting games where the children testing their skills and
knowledge of the different forms of waste and recyclables.



A contest questionnaire was passed out to each family as they arnved.
The questions were about different concepts introduced at the fair. They
were collected when the children were finished. Three contest winners
were drawn from the questionnaires that where1009% correct!  The prizes
mcluded reusable water bottles and sandwich and snack bags.

A craft area where children could make bookmarks from old cereal boxes
was very popular! The origami table, where the children made lovely
creations out of used paper bags, was as well!



Dawvid Goldberg from the New York Botanical Gardens brought worms
from his worm bin to our Earth Day Fair to show the children the specific
process of vermiposting.



On their way out,
attendees were given
paper leaves to add their
thoughts, hopes and
promises for the future
to our special ‘green’
tree which still stands 1n
the cafetera!

“ T will not waste stuff”

“ T will make stuff with
stuff I don’t want”

“Plant flowers and
recikle and clean up
litter”

“use less paper”

“when I am not using lights, I will turn them off”

“take the bus”



REPLICATING OUR EFFORTS AT OTHER SCHOOLS

To start the school must have the principal and the PTA supporting any
green project, the parents are mvolved in. One needs to nurture a
relationship with custodial and kitchen staff that allows a collaboration.

Ideally, an interest teacher will step up and bring the lesson mto the
classroom and pass on this vital information to the children. In addition
there are many math and science teachable moments implementing the

data collected from the green mitiatives.

Our method for composting 1s simple and replicable by other schools.
Our experience continues to be that the children are interested,

committed and conscientious.

Attempting to make an Earth Day Fair fun and age appropriate helps to
bring in many people so that they can be educated about ways to reduce
and reuse. We incorporated activities and local businesses such as Tae
Kwon Do and Yoga classes, an expert in Vermiposting, a shredding truck,
outdoor composting and gardening, an educational video, recycling and
reusable crafts, a questionnaire contests, a farmer’s market, a healthy
cooking lesson, a multiple recycling item drop-off point, and much
mformation about reducing and reusing to help our planet.

Positive reinforcement showing favorable results for our environment
should be disseminated regularly in school and at PT'A meetings so that
children, staff and parents feel and see the value of their efforts.



LOOKING TOWARDS THE FUTURE

A number of factors can be used to determine the success of our efforts:

Composting 1s recognized, understood and practically done-even
Manhattan! Families having been educated through our efforts and are
now composting on their balconies, lobbying their companies and
residential buildings to start composting efforts and local Farmer’s
Markets who are accepting compost materials from locals are becoming

more prevalent.

Recycling and Reusing has become rote among children and families.
Our efforts are paying off! Parents and children consistently bring in their
used mk cartridges, old cellphones and laptops, batteries, # 5 plastics,
bottle caps etc. The children are recycling properly 1n the cafeteria and
have knowledge of what it 1s to compost. More and more children are
coming to school with reusable food containers at lunch as the famihes
become more aware of what it means to reduce and reuse. This 1s the
way 1t should be at all schools and we hope that our efforts will help other

schools move towards smaller footprints.











