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To Go Green and Beyond!
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In response to the DOE's initiatives in sustainability, MS 74Q decided to have its first ever student-led Green Team to empower
students to make the school more environmentally friendly. The Green Team’s goal this year was to improve the school’s recycling
program. Ten students from the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades met once a week with the school’s Sustainability Coordinator. The Green
Team successfully improved student and staff participation in recycling at the school.
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In every classroom and office, there are blue recycling bins for paper and 
cardboard. Additionally, they are located in all teacher lounges as well as near all 
the photocopy machines. In the cafeteria, positioned by the vending machines 
and all exits, are separate trash bins labeled for plastics. There are also bins for 
plastics located outside the auditorium and one in the main hallway of each floor. 

 

    
 

                                    
 

Prior to our increased awareness, most students and staff threw 
everything into the blue recycling bins as everyone thought of them as just 
additional garbage pails. There was also much waste being thrown out that could 
have been recycled. For example, each room has a bin for papers but none for 
plastic bottles. This is a problem, especially during the hot weather months when 
students carry water bottles around. 

In response to many of these concerns, a "Green Team" was created this 
year comprised of a group of students from all three grades and led by the 
school's Sustainability Coordinator. The ten member team meets at least once a 
week to discuss and implement ideas aimed at making the school more energy 
efficient and sustainable in keeping with the Department of Education's initiatives.   
The first initiative the Green Team decided to tackle was how to recycle correctly, 
because the school had been getting fined for not separating paper from normal 
trash. After much brainstorming, the team came up with the idea of creating 
special lids for the recycling bins in each classroom. The lids were made by 
recycling the tops of cartons and cutting a slit in the center which would prevent 
anything except paper from going through. The students sent emails to the staff 
to enlist their help in obtaining these lids as well as going to local warehouses 



such as Costco and BJ's. The lids were decorated with multi-colored construction 
paper and labeled to ensure that everyone understood what was supposed to go 
into the blue recycling bins. Approximately 50% of the classrooms now have 
these lids . The goal of the team to finish the remainder of the rooms before the 
school year is over. 
                                     

      
 

We have also joined an organization called CC Cash, which helps schools 
raise funds by recycling electronic devices, such as laptops, printers, and iPods, 
as well as DVDs and printer cartridges. All the students have to do is collect them 
and send them to the company which will sends money back in return. The 
Green Team had composed letters to staff, parents and local organizations to 
help our recycling efforts within and outside of the school community. Any 
proceeds from the fundraiser will go to the Green Team to use for making our 
school more sustainable (purchasing energy efficient light-bulbs, more cans for 
recycling plastics in the classrooms, etc.) 
 

    
 

It is not only our Green Team that promotes recycling. Our special 
education students collect water bottles in the building and take them to recycling 
centers to raise money for planting trees in the front of the school building.   
During the month of April, the science department assigns a school wide project 
to all of our students to promote environmental awareness, and the three R's - 
reduce, reuse, and recycle. During Earth week, projects get showcased in each 
classroom and the display case in the main hallway. Students are given the 
choice of creating posters, brochures, T- shirts, or making a functional item from 
recycled materials.  



               
 
 

The 8th grade general science curriculum includes the environmental 
science unit, where we discuss the importance of recycling. There is a lesson 
plan about landfills that the 8th grade science teacher does that included students 
looking at various items of different materials to determine how long these items 
would sit in a landfill before they degrade. There is also another activity where 
students look at the recycling codes of different plastics to determine which 
plastics can be recycled and which ones don’t. These activities help students 
acknowledge the misconceptions about what they throw away and the impact it 
can have on our earth. 
 
        
 

The most successful part of this project was the start of our Green Team. 
The students feel empowered as they see how their ideas are being 
implemented throughout the school.  Students are forced to throw away non-
paper waste in the regular garbage because of the lids they created. Within a day 
of the start of the fundraiser, the team had already received a good number of 
inkjet cartridges from staff members within the school. 

We recognize that our school's recycling program is still in its infancy, as 
our Green Team is in its first year. There are many ideas that the team came up 
with that we did not have the resources or the time to implement at this time. For 
example, the team wanted to work with the MS74 video team to create public 
service announcements to be shown during lunch periods on the TV screens in 
the cafeteria. Though the team may not have accomplished all they set out to do 
this year, there has been a noticeable difference in the thinking and the actions of 
both students and staff. The school community, as a whole, is excited to see the 
Green Team achieve their goals while creating a better environment for all to 
enjoy.  
 
 



DSNY BWPRR Site Visit 

 

 

Please note:  the following pages show  

the on‐site inspection and photos of  

this school’s actual recycling operations  

conducted in spring 2012 by  

DSNY BWPRR Recycling Outreach. 
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Classrooms 
and 

hallways 

       

 
Classroom Mixed paper and 
cardboard recycling bin ‐ 

uncontaminated 

Classroom Refuse bin full of 
paper. Refuse bin should be 

lined with a clear bag. 

First floor hallway Recycling 
Area: Good signs and excellent 
place for extra opportunity to 
recycle, but some bins aren’t 
labeled, or the labels aren’t 

visible. Cardboard was observed 
in the refuse bin. 

Another hallway recycling bin for beverage cartons, bottles, 
can, metal, and foil. Good signage and bin labeling. Putting 
decals on both sides of bin and the lid would be best for high 

visibility. Unfortunately, this recycling in was badly 
contaminated the day of the inspection. 

Adminis‐ 
trative 
offices 

 
        

 

Principal’s office: refuse bin 
with milk cartons 

Office refuse bin with a lot of 
mixed paper 

Central office bin with 
contaminant from outsider 

AP’s Office showing slotted 
lids children mde for all paper 
recycling bins in the school. 

Office setup labeled by 
BWPRR staff while doing 
survey – labeling bins for 
clarity. 
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