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P.S. 188Q 

The Kingsbury School 

218-12 Hartland Avenue  

Bayside, New York 11364 

phone (718) 464-5768               fax (718) 464-5771   

Janet Caraisco (Principal) jcaraisco@schools.nyc.gov 

Heather Gambeski (Teacher) hgambeski@schools.nyc.gov 

Tracy Dykeman (Teacher) tdykema@schools.nyc.gov 
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P.S. 188Q is located in Bayside, Queens.  It is an elementary school 

comprised of a Main Building which houses our 1st-5th grades and an Annex which 

houses our Pre-K and Kindergarten.  The Main Building has 436 students and the 

Annex has 136 students, totaling 572 students.  The buildings are located in a 

residential area 

 

 The P.S. 188Q had a recycling system in place.  The problem was that at the 

beginning of the year people were not following the recycling rules in the school.  

The P.S. 188 community needed to be reeducated in the recycling process.  The 

students were empowered to teach the school the proper way to recycle and now 

our entire school has been made aware of the recycling regulations are working 

hard to execute it properly. 

P.S. 188’s Student Council is comprised of 32 third, fourth, and fifth grade 

students.  They have been diligently hard to educate all members of the PS 188Q‘s 

school community so that our school recycles correctly.   
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 In every classroom, there is at least one blue paper pail for paper and 

cardboard.  Each class has received a flyer instructing what should be deposited in 

the “paper” pail.  In the offices, there are multiple blue pails for paper use.  Our 

teacher lounges also have blue “paper” pails with a sign posted above them 

identifying the purpose of them.  The gymnasium also has a “paper” pail.  The 

custodians collect the paper from the blue pails and all the card board boxes and 

prepare it for recycling pick up.  

 On every floor in the Main Building and Annex, there are recycling 

containers for juice boxes, bottles, cans and foil.  After children finish their juice 

boxes, they either place their containers in a basket in the front of the room and 

bring all the containers to the hallway bin or in some classes, when a child finishes, 

he or she will bring his/her container to the hallway bin.   The gymnasium also has 

its own bin for collecting water bottles since students can bring bottles to the gym 

both during the school day and as part of the after school program.  In addition 

the gym is also used by community sports programs and signs placed there instruct 

the guests what should be placed in each bin.  There is a sign on the can so our 

guests can see what belongs in that can.  The Teachers’ Lounge in the Main Building 

also has a bin for these items with a sign explaining what should be placed in it.  

Teachers using the lounge in the Annex place these items in the hallway bin since it 

is right outside the room.  The office staff uses the recycling bin in the teacher’s 

lounge or the hallway.  The principal has her own pail for these items. 

                                             

                            Pails in the Annex Classrooms        Pails in the Main Building Classrooms 

                                

            Juice Box Basket              The Gym  Teachers’ Lounge in Main Building 
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 In both buildings, the student cafeterias recycle with the help of the 

custodians and the school aids.  The garbage and recycling pails are set up in the 

front of the lunchroom.  In addition, they have a bucket with a strainer so the 

students can dump their drinks before recycling their containers.  The custodians 

and school aids supervise and assist the children with their garbage and recycling. 

        

                      Garbage set up in Lunchroom in Main Building Student recycling juice box in Annex 

 P.S. 188Q’s custodians are responsible for moving garbage and recyclables 

throughout the building.  At the end of the school day, they collect all types of 

garbage in separate clear bags.  They have bags for trash, bags for paper, and bags 

for glass/juice boxes/foil/ milk cartons.  The paper is placed outside for pickup on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  The other recyclables are placed outside 

for pickup on Tuesdays and Fridays. If it is not a pick up day for a particular 

recyclable, it is stored in the basement of the school and then put out on the 

correct day.  

P.S. 188 previously had a recycling program in place. The pails were in most 

of the classrooms, hallways, and common areas.  The students and staff were not 

using them correctly and our paper/cardboard recycling was becoming 

contaminated and could not be recycled.  This had to stop. Student Council (a group 

of 32 students in grades 3, 4, and 5) was asked to help out with this problem.  Our 

goal was that everyone in both buildings would recycle properly.   

 In the beginning of the year, we surveyed the school to make sure every 

classroom had the proper recycling bins.  We also made sure that each class had 

recycling posters that identified where different items were to be placed.  All 

rooms were provided the items that were needed.   
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Each class now has at least 2 recycling police.  Each teacher selected responsible 

students to be the recycling police.  The responsibilities for all the recycling police 

are: 

 Monitor the recycling in their classrooms 

 Help educate students that are having difficulty recycling 

 Answer any questions that students have about recycling 

In the Main Building, the Recycling Police are the members of Student Council 

and the lower grade teachers chose recycling police for their classrooms.  All 

Recycling Police in the Main Building members met to discuss their roles and the 

rules of recycling.  We also paired our lower grade students with our upper grade 

students for mentorship.  The recycling police went back to their classrooms and 

discussed what goes in the paper pail and what does not.  They also discussed 

where to recycle juice boxes. 

 

                                                                            Meeting of Recycling Police 

The recycling police in the Annex (Kindergarten) met to discuss their roles 

in the classroom.  The rules of recycling were reviewed.  There was a concern with 

the Recycling Police in the Annex that they did not have mentors for recycling, 

since there were no older students in the building.  Due to time constraints, we 

could not bring the older students to Annex to mentor them.  Members of the 

Student Council wrote a simple script about recycling.  One of our teachers 

videotaped the students acting out their script.  The DVD called “Let’s Save the 

Earth, Recycle” has been shown at the Annex.  (See Attachment 1 to read the 

script). We hope the video helped the Pre-K and Kindergarteners learn how to 

recycle at the Annex and at home.    
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    Photo of the students during the video 

Members of our Student Council have made posters about recycling.  These 

posters were hung in the building to launch our new recycling campaign. These 

posters served as friendly reminders about recycling. 

 

 

 P.S. 188Q has continued its recycling of plastic bottle tops and metal pull 

tabs.  We have the students and staff collecting their plastic caps from home and 

the ones from school.  Each class was given containers for caps and pull tabs.  And 

the Student Council collects these weekly.  All the caps are sorted to make sure 

that none of the caps have metal on them and then they are boxed and shipped to 

Aveida.  Aveida recycles the tops to use for the packaging of their make-up 

products.  From September to March we have shipped 18 boxes of caps to Aveida.  

In addition to the caps, we are collecting the aluminum pull tabs from cans.  These 

tabs are scrapped down and the money received for them is donated to Ronald 

McDonald House.  We currently have 6 pretzel jugs full of tabs.  Our school 

community has been very diligent in sending in bottle caps and pull tabs. 
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Pull Tab and Bottle Top Collections 

 

    

Sorting pull tabs and plastic bottle tops. 

 

   Many of our classes have incorporated recycling lessons in their classrooms 

throughout the year.  One of our Pre-k teachers showed students how people can 

create pieces of art from recycled items.  The students made a fire engine out of 

cardboard boxes and sculptures out of paper towel rolls. One of our first grade 

classes made a cans, bottles, etc. bin. After snack the kids put their things in the 

bin and at the end of the day the two classroom recycling monitors bring it to the 

end of the hall to put in the large blue bin.  One second grade class tied recycling 

into their science and social studies units. The class has a garbage box in the 

classroom where the students place items in it and watch the materials decompose 

over time. This year, the apple seeds that they put in the box are growing.  The Art 

Teacher had students make sculptures out of wire and water bottles and then the 

sculptures were paper mached.  One first grade class and second grade class read Why 

Should I Recycle? By Jen Green and created recycling posters. 
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                                      Pre-K Firetruck                                         Students making their sculptures from bottles and wire 

              

                                                                 First and Second Grade Posters 

 “Let’s Save the Earth Recycle!” was a successful project.  It helped make the 

students interested in learning about recycling.  I think one of the most successful 

aspects of the project was empowering the students.  Children knew that this was 

their project and worked hard to make it successful.  They had a sense of pride 

about the success of the project.  Another way this project was successful was 

training the teachers in the Teachers’ Lounge to recycle properly.  It simply 

required ensuring that the proper pails were in the room with signs hanging over 

them reminding them what belongs in the different pails. The least successful 

aspect of this project was trying to have the Main Office to recycle properly.  

There is such an abundance of paper garbage in the office and many people coming 

in and out of the office.  At times, the paper garbage can be overwhelming.  I think 

other schools can empower and train students to be the ones in charge of 

recycling.  Schools also need to ensure that there are enough pails in the building 

for recycling.   

 Before initiating this year’s project, the custodians were complaining to the 

Sustainability Coordinator that classrooms were not recycling properly.  They also 
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said that the worse room for recycling properly was the Teachers’ Lounge.  Since 

we started educating the school community, the recycling in the building is 

progressing smoothly.  The sustainability coordinator is no longer receiving 

complaints.  Students are going home and informing their parents about recycling.  

We have received many more bottle caps and pulls tabs than we have in past years.  

P.S. 188Q is becoming an environmentally friendly school that has a focus on 

recycling. 
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Attachment  1: 

RECYCLING 

 

Kevin: Hi Boys and Girls! We are here to teach you about . . . . 

All:  RECYCLING!!!! 

Alliison: Why do we recycle?   

Lois: To keep the place where we live, OUR EARTH, clean and healthy. 

Lexi: So here’s a little song to teach you how to recycle paper at school. 

 

ALL Sing : 

The PAPER Song  (Tune: Twinkle) 

  When you see a newspaper, 

Throw it in the blue pail, 

Along with that goes cardboard, 

Plus the used up writing paper, 

Don’t forget that post-its, tissues 

Don’t belong in the small blue pail. 

 

(Props: blue pail, newspaper, writing paper, post-it tissues, and regular pail) 

 

Lois: So, remember that paper goes in the blue pail, but don’t forget that post-it and tissues  don’t go in 

the blue pail.  They go in the garbage pail. 

(Props: blue pail, newspaper, writing paper, post-it tissues, and regular pail) 

 

Allison: When it is snack time, you have to recycle you juice boxes and water bottles.   
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All Sing: 

The Juice Box Song (Tune: Mary had a Little Lamb) 

   When you throw out your juice box 

   Your juice box 

   Your juice box 

   Take the straw out first 

Lexi:  Remember juice boxes and water bottles are put in the hallway bin. 

ALL CHEER: 

Let’s help the Earth!  RECYCLE!!!! 

Let’s help the Earth!  RECYCLE!!!! 

Let’s help the Earth!  RECYCLE!!!! 

 

Kevin:  And don’t forget to recycle at home just like you do at school. 

 

 



DSNY BWPRR Site Visit 

 

 

Please note:  the following pages show  

the on‐site inspection and photos of  

this school’s actual recycling operations  

conducted in spring 2012 by  

DSNY BWPRR Recycling Outreach. 
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K-12SCHOOL DECALS—
GREEN

SITE VISIT EVALUATION KEY

Overall Rating Scores Recommendations List

Score - Description Code Recommendation
0 - Little to no attempt at compliance.

-- 1 No recommendations.
1 Some attempt at compance, inadequate-needs to irnprov
2 This site is more or less in compliance.

._____ —-———---- -----

•-- 3 Label recycling bins.
NO. Not Observed
_

—— 4 Post recycling signage.N.A. Not Applicable
— 5 Refresh existing signage/decals.

Exist Are there designated bins or areas for this material? Y/ N 6 Use clear bags for_recyciables.

. . 7 Educate/update relevant parties.Label Are the recycling bins or areas properly labeled? Y/ N
8 Pair recycling bin(s) with trash bin(s).

Bag Coror What Color Bags are being used for each stream? 9 Add recycling bin(s) for mixed paper/cardboard.L Code Descption
. . - .

Cl -— Car Bags 10 Add mixed paper recycling bin in mallroom for junk mail.
Blu Transparent Blue Bags_________________________ 11 Flatten & bundle or bag cardboard.
Opq Opaque Bags (brown, black, white) . . -

0th OtherBCoIorJpleasedescribe in notes) 12 Paint paper dumpster white and label clearly

Mult 13 Add recycling bin(s)_for MGP_recyclables.
None No Bags used

— — - - -

14 Emp and rinse MGP recyclables.

SSWhat is the degree of Source Separation?_______________ 15 Add MGP bin next to trash bin in laundry_room.

L Sccre_ rDcr,phn
16 Label trash receptacles/chute with trash only” decals.0 TotallLmixed, recyclingpnd refuse not being kept separate.

— —________

1 More of the correct matenal than the contaminating material 17 Coordinate setout with DSNY collection_schedule/garage
2 MosDythçectmateraI—ttletonocontanination.______ 18 Keep each stream of bags/bins distinctly separate atsetout.

N.O. Not Observed
. .

-——--—— --——— —

— 19 Discontinue practice (see notes for description).N.A. Not Applicable
—-

-

20 Other (speci in notes)

DECALS - GREEN

MATERIALS # Prov Status Delivery MATERIALS , , # Prov Status Delivery

i’D
p) (3YM/V

DECALS—BLUE / P( ?M!V ; JESCHOOL
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P/C DO/M/V

DECALS-.AREA 7 P(C) 7O/M/V DECALS AREA P/C DOIMIV

P/C DO! M / V

BLDG POSTERS — ENG/SPAN P / C DO! M !V
T. GOLDEN APPLE

/ C DO! M /VBROCHURES
CHECKLIST FLYERS — ENG/SPAN P I C DO! M/ V SCHOOL SIGNS P I C DO I M I V

CHECKLISTFLYERS—CHINESE P/C DO!M/V FLYERS—TEACHER P/C DO/M!V

CHECKLIST REMOVABLE STICKERS P / C DO! M !V ;.4 FLYERS — CUSTODIAN P / C DO! M !V
,o,

MOVERS PACKETS P/C DOIM!V COLORING BOOKS P/C DOIM/V

ABRI BROCHURES
- P/C DO?M!V COMIC BOOKS—GR2-3 P/C DO!M!V

. )

ø COMICBOOKS—GR4-6 P/C DO?M!V
NYC COMPOSTING GUIDES P / C DO? M / V RRR KITS P / C DO! M / V
WORMCOMPOSTINGGUIDES P/C DO!M/V RRRDVDS P/C DO/M!V

LEAVEITONTHELAWNBROCHURES P/C DO?MIV P/C DO?M/V

0 MASTERCOMPOSTERBROCHURES P/C DO!M!V !: POSTER—RECYCLE
P/C DO!M!V

-At’ BROCHURES—LID DECALS—BOTTLES AND CANS P/C DO?M!V
AGENCY/INSTITUTION P/C DO?M!V

LIDDECALS—MIXEDPAPER P/C DO/M/V Q POSTERS—INSTITUTION P/C DO!M/V
LIDDECALS—TRASHONLY,BLACK ..2 P/ !M!V FLYERS—CITYAGENCY P/C DO!M!V
LIDDECALS—TRASHONLY,WHITE 2 P’t) cIM?V POSTERS—CITYAGENCY P/C DOIM/V
RM/WLMOUSEPADS P/C DO/M!V DECALS-AREA P/C DO/M?V
RM/WL BOOKMARKS P/C DO?M/V

RM/WLBUMPERSTICKERS P/C DO/M!V
BOOKLETS (2004) P/C DO?M!V

STUFF EXCHANGE POSTCARDS P/C DOIMIV oROIgg6) P/C DO/M!V

tt’TERNLDECAL-M1MIXED
) P/ b?M!V OTHER P/C DO/MIV

Stäftp int . belIei ó odó M = MaiIr BWPRRiV Vañd

Vanguard Order #:_______________________________ Order Date:__________________ Ordered Placed By:__________________
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Classrooms 
and 

hallways 

       

 
Kindergarten class recycling cartons 

and bottles properly  
Another classroom with appropriate 

bins 
Hallway with labeled bin 

Close‐up of hallway bin being used 
correctly 

Adminis‐ 
trative 
offices 

   

 

  

 
Main office with containers set up 

correctly 
Containers in principal’s office being 

utilized 
Can and box being utilized in 

principal’s office 
Main Office with with well placed 

containers 
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Kitchen, 
special 
plastic 
bottle 

collections
, cafeteria 

 

 

  Kitchen recycling bin 
Other bins included in kitchen with 

some proper signage 
Garbage can in kitchen   

3rd Floor 
Lounge, 
Library, 
Mixed 
Paper 
storage. 

 
 

   

  Clearly marked bins and proper 
signage in the lounge  Kitchen recycling plastic bottles 

Stored materials including milk 
cartons 

Materials stored until set out at curb 




