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COVER PAGE 

SCHOOL INFO 

 School Number PS 57 

 Official School Name Hubert H Humphrey 

 Street Address, City, Zip 140 Palma Dr Staten Island NY 10304 

 Phone #, Fax #  718 447-1191 718 720-0747 

 Principal: Name, Phone, Email Mrs. Sandra Harrell 

SHarrell4@schools.nyc.gov 

  

 Contest Coordinator: Name, Title, Phone, Email 

Patricia Lockhart Science Teacher 917 445-7095 patriciapolitics@aol.com 

 

 School description: What other relevant information should the Golden Apple 

Awards judges know about your school community? Include size, location, 

population, special missions. 

PS 57 is a Title I elementary school servicing 650 students in Clifton Staten Island. 

A majority of the students emigrated from African counties and reside in the nearby 

Parkhill projects. PS 57 has received many awards for their “Going Green Projects” 

 

CONTEST ENTRY INFO  

 Borough  Staten Island 

 Grade Division Elementary 

 Contest Entry Title (10 words or less)   

PS 57 Green Team Reuse and Reduce Project 

 Contest Entry Summary (in one short paragraph) 

PS 57 continues to create new and innovative recycling projects year after year. 

Students, faculty and the community donate used items to ship to the war torn 

country of Liberia in memory of former student Boimah Cooper who came to 

America with a dream to help his village. PS 57 is also supplying each classroom 

with a scrape paper collection box and vermin compost bin. We are using double 

sided paper for copies, using the internet for internal memos and even created a 

school facebook page to reduce paper waste. We are now in the process of setting up 

a kiddie recycling cafeteria waste station for students to practice sorting recyclables 

in order to prepare for the Staten Island full compost project in September  

mailto:SHarrell4@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:patriciapolitics@aol.com


 

 

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT 

 Student Participation: Core Group # 50 Green Teams  

 Student Participation: Total # 650 

 School Population: Total # 750 

WASTE PREVENTION & REUSE PROJECTS 

For each project you initiated, briefly describe and document the following: 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Why this? What type of waste did you target for reduction, prevention, or reuse in 

this project? Explain why. 

 We worked on reduction of paper waste school wide based on our weekly 

paper collection audits.  

 We expanded our reuse projects to include sending used items to the war 

torn country of Liberia in loving memory of former student Boimah 

Cooper. He was rescued from Liberia during a humanitarian relief 

mission for life saving surgery during 2006. His dream was to help his 

village before he passed away.  

What did you do? How did you reduce this waste? 

Paper Reduction 

 We set up simple scrap paper boxes in classrooms 

 Created a school facebook page 

 Sent internal memos via email 

 Copied double sided notices and created half notices for parents 

Reuse Projects 

Past projects;  

 Award winning recycled bottle green house, recycled bottle bird feeders, 

water bottle vases, milk carton bridges etc… 

Present Project  



 Made collections from school, community and families to fill a 20 ft container 

with: books, clothes, health items, electronics, health items, toys and baby 

items etc 

 Students assisted with collections, packing and tracing inventory (650 boxes 

plus large items) 

 Former student community teens helped move the boxes into Department of 

Defense Humanitarian shipping container. 

 Non profit in Liberia handled shipment to Boimah’s  village and nearby 

schools 

Project planning. Your objectives, and the planning and organization that drove this 

project. 

Paper 

 Each classroom will create a scrap box for paper and assign paper 

monitors 

 Faculty will utilize internet for school facebook page and send internal 

memos via email 

 Office will use student notices on double sided paper or half sheets 

Reuse Project in Liberia 

 School will accept and collect humanitarian items for Liberia 

 Students will help pack and inventory items and place them in storage 

container in Home Depot parking lot. 

 Community teens, local Liberian groups, teachers and custodians will 

move boxes into Department of Defense shipping container. 

 Non profit in Liberia will accept and deliver goods to Vincent Town 

Liberia and various Bomi county schools. Photos will be taken of this 

relief mission. 

 Funds will be transferred to Liberia for fees and workers. 

Student involvement. All student efforts to plan and implement the project. Include 

activities conducted by classrooms, cluster, grade, school wide, team, club, or 

afterschool program. 

 Classroom Green Team: students assist with scrap paper box, paper 

collections, vermi bins 

 Lunchroom Green Teams : students assist with recycling milk containers, 

stacking paper boats and trays 

 Science Cluster Green Teams: students meet weekly to discuss and plan 

projects, assist with outdoor composting and gardening 



 Composting Green Teams: collect food scraps, newspaper and care for 

both outdoor and indoor composting bins (small recycling beach size 

pales with lid) 

 Afterschool Green Teams: maintain all projects and are trained 

sustainability leaders. 

Promotion. Efforts to promote this project, such as announcements, memos, flyers, 

posters, letters, web pages, skits, songs, assembly programs, media coverage, or other 

special events. 

 School Publicity- flyers 

 Events- Recycling Champions Grow NYC  

 Worm shops- NYC Sanitation SI Compost Project 

 Media- (SI Advance, TV News NY1, NBC 4, UFT, AFT) 

 Awards- NYS and US Green Ribbon Schools, National Wildlife 

Federation Eco Schools USA Green Flag 

 Green Cup Challenge (energy reduction) 

 Earth Day- gardening, recycling games, wood chip path formations, 

planting (native plants, flowers) 

 Butterfly release into netted recycled bottle green house. 

Collaboration. Any corroboration with other schools, professionals, businesses, or 

community organizations on this project. Did you solicit donations or help? 

 Our paper reduction program was an internal school project. 

 Our Reuse Liberia project involved numerous partners. 

 We used donations from PS 57, student families, St Clare’s School, Eltingville 

Lutheran School, Margaretville Central School, local African Churches, 

Liberian Community Association and Bomi County Association to fill the 20 ft 

container.  

 Home Depot allowed us to use parking lot space for our shipping storage 

container for free.  

 The Department of Defense shipped the humanitarian container for free. 

 A church group accepted the shipment in Liberia.  

 Boimah Cooper Memorial Fund paid fees and workers in Liberia to deliver the 

goods.  

Educational components. Include learning standards met, lesson plans, and 

exemplary samples of student work. 

 

PROJECT ANALYSIS 

What worked? What were the most successful aspects of this project? 



Both our paper waste reduction and the Reuse Liberia Humanitarian Relief 

Project were successful.  

 

What didn't work? What were the least successful aspects of this project 

      NA 

Applicability to other schools. What advice would you give to other schools with 

similar populations who want to replicate your project? 

 

 Paper project can be replicated with ease 

 Liberia would require space, volunteers, paperwork to set up Department of 

Defense Free Humanitarian Transportation, non profit assistance both in the 

US and Africa, funding to remove container from port, storage, 

transportation within Africa, workers, photographer etc  

Measuring success. Describe how you measured the success of your project. Explain 

any impact on the students or community. 

 Paper- Tallying number of bags (weigh samples) 

 Liberia- Inventoried 550 boxes plus   

Future plans. How would these prize funds be used to further enhance your school 

recycling program, waste prevention initiatives, or beautification projects? 

 Class trips to SI Compost Project site and recycling facilities 

 Gardening materials 

 Recycling equipment 

 Green Team shirts  

 Afterschool Green Team Programs 

 

SCHOOL COMPOSTING PROGRAMS  

Describe your school’s indoor and/or outdoor composting efforts. 

 Our school presently runs 6 classroom vermi compost bins, one outdoor 

garden bin and one community garden gourmet bin across the street at 

Eibs Pond Park. We also have 4 trained Master Composters. 



 This school year we expanded the vermi compost project to include all 30 

classrooms in our school. We are the First NYC school to embark on this 

endeavor! 

 Our Saturday Green Team students helped prepare the 30 bins by 

ripping paper while teachers drilled holes.  

 Our Master Composters even provided PD sessions for teachers and 

assemblies for students featuring Vermi the compost online worm game. 

 In addition to running classroom worm shops, the SI Compost Project 

also visits our special events to provide community technical support for 

students and teachers as well. 

 We are in the process of preparing a classroom mock cafeteria setting 

with waste station for student training. We will set up actual trays with 

toy food and dumping station with signage for students to practice during 

May and June this school year. This way our school has the opportunity 

to jump start our preparation for full composting in September. Our 

Saturday RRR Green Team class will be trained to lead the charge in 

September as well. Our summer camp will also have the opportunity to 

learn and practice the new procedures.  

 Recycling Champions and all faculty involved with the lunchroom have 

been brainstorming strategies to prepare for movement from simple table 

top recycling collections to waste stations.  

Describe collaborations with outside organizations, including compost education. 

 Our 4 Master Composters provided PD for all classroom teachers. 

 SI Compost Program will be running classroom workshops when 

delivering the completed worm bins.  

 1 teacher attended several Teacher PD events hosted by the SI Compost 

office this school year. 

 Teachers were given materials and links to all compost related 

educational information, materials, student activities etc. 

 We also work with Grown NYC Recycling Champions and Green Thumb 

on compost related projects and PD workshops. 

Explain if and how these composting efforts will be maintained on an ongoing basis 

 The worm bins will remain at school year round and will be maintained 

by faculty and students. We will even have a summer camp on site to help 

out as well. Any new teachers entering classrooms will be trained by our 4 

Master Composters.  

 Next school year classes will attend class trips to the Staten Island 

Compost Project site.  

Could your school’s composting efforts be replicated by other schools with similar 

populations? Please explain. 



 ‘Yes our program can be replicated over time in small steps. 

 Basically PS 57 started with 6 worm bins and a few class trips to the SI 

Compost Program.  

 Then with encouragement from the SI Compost Project, 4 teachers joined 

the Master Composter program. 

 And finally with grant funding we expanded the program to all 

classrooms. 

 In summary schools can simply start off small and expand with the 

assistance of their local NYC Sanitation Composting Program. 
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Container Type of Item Quantity 
Packaging 

Type 
Dimensions 

Weight 
(lbs) 

Value 
(USD) 

Exp 
Date 

Description 

#1 (20 ft 

Dry)  
Clothing/Fabrics/Footwear  50  Box  

100 Cubic 

Feet  
500 lbs  $500  None  

Clean used 
children's 
wear . 
Clothes 
were 
donated by 
Liberian 
school 
children in 
the USA.  

#1 (20 ft 

Dry)  

Educational 

Materials/Furniture  
60  Box  

120 Cubic 

Feet  
600 lbs  $600  None  

Used 
educational 
toys, 
games, 
electronics  

#1 (20 ft 

Dry)  

Educational 

Materials/Furniture  
400  Box  

800 Cubic 

Feet  

4,000 

lbs  
$4,000  None  

Used 
College 
Text Books 
100 Used 
Elementary 
Text Books 
500  

#1 (20 ft 

Dry)  
Household Items  20  Box  40 Cubic Feet  200 lbs  $200  None  

Health 
items  
Kitchen 
items)  

#1 (20 ft 

Dry)  
Other  20  Other  40 Cubic Feet  200 lbs  $200  None  

Used 
childrens 
bikes and 
large baby 
items  

  Packing List Totals: 550   
1,100 Cubic 
Feet 

11600 
lbs 

$5,500     

 

   



Vermi Compost Bins for all classrooms 
 

 
 

Practice Waste sorting stations 
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Scrap paper boxes in every classroom 
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