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Trash Masters! Super Recyclers 

(COVER PAGE) 

SCHOOL INFORMATION 

School Number : Region 4 

Official School Name : NYCDOE, OACE  

Address: 500 8th Avenue, Room 1017, NY, NY 10018 

Phone: 212.868.1650 x7035 

Principal: Efiom Ukoidemabia 

212. 868.1650 x7044, ukoide@schools.nyc.gov 

Class Site: Hartley House, 413 West 46th Street, NY, NY 10036  

Contest Coordinators:  

Marc Aserlind, Teacher, 646.742.7489, maserlind@yahoo.com 

Kathleen Huggard, Instructional Facilitator, 917.434.5107, 
kathleenhuggard@gmail.com 

School description: The Office of Adult and Continuing Education offers 900 
classes city wide in English to Speakers of Other Languages, Basic 
Education, GED Preparation and Career and Technical Education. The 
program is divided by region. Region 4 is based in Manhattan and offers 
classes at our Alternative Education Complex located on 35th Street and in 
sites all over Manhattan.  Our site hosts are generous and include schools 
and community based organizations. Hartley House hosts 4 OACE classes 
and is a unique community in a historically rich location. Our students at 
Hartley House come from all over the world.   

mailto:ukoide@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:maserlind@yahoo.com


CONTEST ENTRY INFO  
NYCDOE OACE, Region 4, Marc Aserlind 

TrashMasters! Super Recyclers! 2013  

 

 Borough  : Manhattan 
 Grade Division : Office of Adult and Continuing Education 
 Contest Entry Title: Let’s Save Our Planet Together 
 Contest Entry Summary 

Our English as a Second Language Students embarked on a journey 
involving learning the language necessary to communicate and discuss 
environmental issues. We then learned more by visiting Materials for the 
Arts and through reading and studying about environmental themes and 
topics. Our class then took action by working on improving the recycling 
practices at our site and in our homes. Finally, we wanted to produce 
something that could be shared in our communities, so we created our first 
“Let’s Save Our Planet Together” video.   

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT 

 Student Participation: Core Group #20  
 Student Participation: Total #25 
 School Population: Total #100 ( at the Hartley House Site) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NYCDOE OACE, Region 4, Marc Aserlind 

TrashMasters! Super Recyclers! 2013  

RECYCLING AT OUR SCHOOL 

Recycling Paper and Cardboard.  

We have begun to raise the awareness of the ease and importance of recycling  at 
our site, .Hartley House. We had underused recycling bins and have noticed more 
compliance by our students since we have embarked on this project.  We are 
consciously conserving and repurposing paper and cardboard for our class 
activities. In addition, we read the NYC free newspapers regularly in class and 
students check daily to make sure they are placed in the “Green Bin”! We see this 
as the beginning of something very important. 

(please see  Photos) 

Recycling Metal, Glass, Plastic & Cartons.  

Our daily coffee breaks provide an opportunity for rich student interaction and 
cross cultural sharing. We have cut down on the use of the plastic plates, spoons, 
and cups.   

(please see Photos)  

Recycling Collection and Setout.  

The recyclables are brought downstairs by the custodial staff and are set out by 
the night staff. Our students are doing their best to help them by sorting our class 
recyclables. Hartley house hosts a wide variety of programs, and we plan to work 
with the other classes to increase their participation. 

(please see Photos) 

 

 

 



Program Implementation. Briefly describe and document: 

 Before and after.  
 Before we started this project the recycling bins were underutilized.  In 

addition many of our non-native English speakers were unaware of their 
own potential as agents for positive change within their families and 
cultural communities. Now that our project is underway, we see a 
heightened awareness, and the students are recycling at school and have 
reported success at home. We are planning  in the future to create a 
system so the students will be able to turnkey this initiative in their 
communities.  

 

 Project planning. 

 

We launched into this project in order to align the students’ habits with 
their awareness of proper environmental action. We designed a learning 
cycle of lessons focusing on environmental problems and initiatives. The 
materials we used came from a wide variety of sources including: Easy 
English News, news articles, New York City agency publications and 
websites and resources provided by our friends at Materials for the Arts. 

Our goal has been to provide our students with the knowledge and 
language skills to become advocates within their families and communities. 

 

 Student involvement.  

All of the students in the ESL 5 class were involved in the project. In 
addition, we received technical assistance for the video production from 
the ESL 6 class. We are planning on teaming up with them next year!   

 

 



 Promotion. 

We launched our first “Let’s Save Our Planet” video on YouTube. The  
students viewed the video on their phones in class and were impressed 
with the easy viewing. Students shared the video with their families and 
friends. 

 Collaboration 

We participated in a workshop at Materials for the Arts. They provided 
curricular ideas , graphic materials and support for our project. 

 Educational components.  

We use the organizing principles provided by the Equipped for the Future  
curricular framework. The focal standard was Advocate and Influence. 

 

Project Analysis. Briefly describe and document: 

 What worked?  

One of the most successful aspects of the project was discovering the ease 
of producing educational messages to support community outreach. After 
the students became fluent with the material, we produced the video using 
a phone in class!  Having so many language groups represented in the 
classroom provides multiple opportunities for getting our message out.  

 

 What didn't work?  

Our biggest challenge for this project was time. 

 Applicability to other schools. 

Our program serves 45,000 students citywide. A version of this could be 
easily replicated in most of our classrooms. It is great because it includes 
community awareness, language, technology and social media. 



 Measuring success. 

The success of our project can be measured by the recycling activities 
taking place in our school and homes. We are looking to spread the word 
about recycling using our “Let’s Save Our Planet” videos. 

 Future plans.  

We would like to create a series of “Let’s Save Our Planet” videos in 
multiple languages which will be launched and shared in communities in 
New York City. By using You Tube, we have our sights on a global audience! 

The prize funds would help us further the initiative at Hartley House. We 
learned about composting when we visited Materials for the Arts and 
would like to set up composting here at the site. Our thoughts are to use 
the composting project and produce a series of multilingual videos  for our 
“Let’s Save Our Planet” series.  We would also like to sponsor some “Let’s 
Save Our Planet” community events and these funds could help defray the 
cost. 

Hartley House generously hosts community programs. We are fortunate to 
have a courtyard behind our class building. We would really like to create a 
beautification project and plant flower beds using composted soil. 

 

 

 

 

 



TrashMasters! Super 
Recyclers! 2013  
  

NYCDOE OACE, Region 4, ESL Class, Marc Aserlind 

 

 

 

VIDEO LINK- Let’s Save Our Planet 

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MowBDFGnpSQ&feature=youtu.be 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MowBDFGnpSQ&feature=youtu.be


 

TrashMasters! Super 
Recyclers! 2013  
   

NYCDOE OACE, Region 4, ESL Class, Marc Aserlind 

 

PHOTOS 
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Trash Masters! Super Recyclers 2013, NYCDOE OACE, Region 4, ESL Class, Marc Aserlind 
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Trash Masters! Super Recyclers 2013, NYCDOE OACE, Region 4, ESL Class, Marc Aserlind 
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Trash Masters! Super Recyclers 2013, NYCDOE OACE, Region 4, ESL Class, Marc Aserlind 
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Trash Masters! Super Recyclers 2013, NYCDOE OACE, Region 4, ESL Class, Marc Aserlind 
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BWPRR SCHOOL ASSESSMENT 1 of 3

SCHOOL: OACE REGION 4 HS (LOCN CODE: M827, BLDG CODE: K755)

PRINCIPAL: EFIOM UKOIDEMABIA

CUSTODIAN: KEN WILLIAMS

SUSTAINBILITY COORDINATOR: MARC ASERLIND

DATE(S) OF ASSESSMENT: May 20, 2013

SCORES by Recycling Compliance Category & Material Type

OVERALL

MIXED PAPER & 

CORRUGATED 

CARDBOARD

BEVERAGE CARTONS, 

BOTTLES, CANS, 

METAL & FOIL

COLLECTION CONTAINERS Good Good Poor

AREAS/SIGNAGE Good Good Poor

PROPER USE Poor Poor Poor

SOURCE SEPARATION (at internal collection) Good Poor Poor

STREAMS KEPT SEPARATE Poor Poor Poor

DUMPSTERS n/a n/a n/a

SOURCE SEPARATION (at storage and setout) Poor Poor Poor

SETOUT AMOUNT n/a n/a n/a

Score Descriptions

14 Locations were assessed.

STREAMS KEPT SEPARATE: This is the score for how well the streams of materials are kept separate in storage 

and for setout.

SOURCE SEPARATION ‐ STORAGE/SETOUT: This is the score for the extent to which proper source separation 

was observed in storage, and at setout.

SETOUT AMOUNT: We do not score setout, because observations can be so variable depending on the day and 

time of observation. (This is ultimately the most telling observation if it can be made on a regular basis.)

DUMPSTERS: This is the score for the labeling and maintenance of the dumpsters, if dumpsters are used.

COLLECTION CONTAINERS: This is the score for the presence and proper set‐up of recycling containers. It 

documents the opportunity for students and staff to source separate of recyclable materials from trash.

AREAS/SIGNAGE: This is the score for the presence of signage instructing people what and where to recycle for 

each material type. It documents efforts to educate students and staff about the recycling program.

PROPER USE: Where containers exist, this is the score for whether they are used properly (whether the correct 

materials are put into the proper bins.)

SOURCE SEPARATION ‐ INTERNAL: This is the score for the extent to which proper source separation is taking 

place internally, where opportunities for source separation currently exist.



SCORES by Location

LOCATION
OVERALL 

SCORE

REQUIRED 

RECYCLING
RECOMMENDATIONS

Classroom 1  Good
mixed paper & 

cardboard

This location had no recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard or they were inadequately set‐up. Place an adequate number of recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard 

in this location. Label every recycling bin with decals that explain through words and/or pictures what should go into that bin. If you line your bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard 

with bags, use clear plastic. Pair recycling bin(s) with trash bin(s). Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed.

You have appropriate signage posted about where and how to recycle mixed paper & cardboard.  Check your signs regularly and refresh as needed.  It appears that your 

students and staff are not putting recyclables into the trash bin(s).  Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders.

Classroom 2  n/a
mixed paper & 

cardboard
This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 

Classroom 3  n/a
mixed paper & 

cardboard
This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 

Office, Other 1  n/a
mixed paper & 

cardboard
This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 

Office, Other 2  n/a
mixed paper & 

cardboard
This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 

Library  n/a
mixed paper & 

cardboard
This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 

Auditorium  n/a
mixed paper & 

cardboard
This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 

Cafeteria  n/a

beverage cartons, 

bottles, cans, 

metal & foil

This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 

Kitchen  n/a

corrugated 

cardboard, and 

beverage cartons, 

bottles, cans, 

metal & foil

This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 

Office, Main  n/a

mixed paper & 

cardboard, and 

beverage cartons, 

bottles, cans, 

metal & foil

This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 

Entrance/Lobby  n/a

mixed paper & 

cardboard, and 

beverage cartons, 

bottles, cans, 

metal & foil

This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 

2 of 3



SCORES by Location

LOCATION
OVERALL 

SCORE

REQUIRED 

RECYCLING
RECOMMENDATIONS

Teacher Lounge  n/a

mixed paper & 

cardboard, and 

beverage cartons, 

bottles, cans, 

metal & foil

This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 

Gymnasiuim  n/a

mixed paper & 

cardboard, and 

beverage cartons, 

bottles, cans, 

metal & foil

This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 

Hallway  n/a

mixed paper & 

cardboard, and 

beverage cartons, 

bottles, cans, 

metal & foil

This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 

Storage Area  n/a This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 

Setout (Bags)  Poor

Bags of recyclables were not kept clearly separate from bags of trash. In storage and when set out at the curb, keep bags of paper and cardboard clearly separate from bags of 

metal, glass, plastic & cartons, and clearly separate from the regular trash.  This is essential to help the people who collect your recyclables and trash know which is which. 

Remember to only set out recyclables on designated recycling collection days, otherwise they will be collected as trash. Confirm your recycling collection day with DSNY. 

Bags of recyclables were contaminated with trash. Instruct staff to keep recyclable materials in separate bags from trash for collection. Check bags for contamination and 

provide regular reminders. The trash was contaminated with recyclable materials. Instruct staff to keep recyclable materials in separate bags from trash for collection. Check 

bags for contamination and provide regular reminders.

Dumpsters / 

Compactors 
n/a This location was either not present in the school or was not able to be observed. 
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