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SCHOOL INFO 

Andries Hudde Junior High School/IS 240 
2500 Nostrand Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11210 
(718) 253-3700 
Fax # (718) 253-0356 
 
Principal:  Elena S. O’Sullivan 
(718) 253-3700 
eosulli@schools.nyc.gov 
 
Contest Coordinator:  Yael Ben-Moshe 
Sustainability Coordinator/Teacher 
(917) 292-6084 
yben-moshe@schools.nyc.gov 
 

Last year, Andries Hudde JHS applied for and won honorable mention in the Golden 
Apple Awards.  We started our recycling initiative and have expanded our program to 
include every single classroom and office this year.  We have approximately 1000 
students in grades 6 through 8.  We are located in District 22.   

 
CONTEST ENTRY INFO  

  Brooklyn 
  Intermediate School 
  Cleaning Up Midwood One Bottle at a Time 
   
  Last year, we began our mission to recycle more in our school building.  We 
established a recycling team and this year we started recycling from the first day of 
school.  Our recycling team has grown and attends school events to encourage while 
spreading the word on recycling.  We currently recycle bottles and paper in each 
classroom, the cafeteria, and all offices and common rooms.  We used some of our prize 
money to purchase plastic bins for our paper recycling program.  This year we do not 
count the total bottles collected weekly.  Instead we tally the amount of bags we place 
at the curbside  The reason for this is the  amount of bottles we collect is overwhelming 
and makes it unreasonable to calculate totals.    

  



 
STUDENT INVOLVEMENT 

• Student Participation: Core Group #15 
• Student Participation: Total #800 
• School Population: Total #1000 
 

RECYCLING AT OUR SCHOOL 

Each classroom now has only one trash receptacle and a paper recycling bin.  Bottles are 
left on the side or in bags depending on the teacher’s preference awaiting recycling pick 
up.  In addition, each floor has a designated bottle depot:  the cafeteria, the Science 
Lab, Class 216, and Class 322 have special bottle and can recycling bins.   Each office is 
equipped with a paper recycling bin.  This has allowed us to increase the amount of 
paper we recycle.  The kitchen staff removes cardboard daily and places its metal cans 
at the curb directly to ensure that it is participating in our recycling program.   

Last year, each floor had a designated paper bin.  This year every single classroom, 
common area, and office has a paper recycling bin.  This has enabled for paper pick up 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Students recycle bottles daily in the cafeteria, gym, and 
classrooms.  We wanted to increase our recycling program to ensure that more 
materials were recycled.  Last year we collected over 10,000 bottles.  However, this year 
we are consistently setting out over six large bags of bottles weekly for sanitation pick 
up.  This has made it impossible to count the number of bottles.  However, it is obvious 
that more of the student body is recycling their bottles and cans.   

In addition, we have a core group of students who make up our recycling team.  They 
check the classrooms and give out summonses to classes that do not adhere to the 
recycling rules.  One group monitors the 6th grade lunch period.  Others walk around 
during AM homeroom to remind students to recycle their bottles and cans.  At school 
events, Ms. Ben-Moshe and Ms. Sarria set up a table to encourage recycling and spread 
the word about paper and plastic/metal recycling.  We distribute materials from the 
DSNY to encourage recycling by our students and their families.  At Family Science Night 
we set up a table where participants brought in bottles, batteries and toner cartridges 
and received a raffle ticket to win the DSNY beanie bins.  We distributed bracelets and 
buttons that said, “Ask me about recycling? and IS 240 Recycles.” 
 
Announcements are made during AM homeroom to encourage students to recycle and 
bring their bottles to the appropriate depots.  During the lunch periods the assistant 
principal and deans remind students to place their bottles and cans in the designated 
recycling bin. 

 
The recycling program has grown and developed over the past two years.  We can 
visibly see the difference of recycling materials collected.  We’ve collected more bottles 
and bags of paper this school year than last.  What our biggest concern is how to change 
the mindset of our students to recycle outside of the school building as well.  We would 
love to see our students use refillable plastic bottles to reduce the amount of bottles 
being collected.   
 



If another school wanted to replicate out project, I would suggest that the school start 
off with one goal.  The program will grow once students and staff get aboard with the 
project.  We would use any prize money to continue our project by purchasing more 
green plastic bins for each classroom because the paper Pratt boxes aren’t very durable.   
 
Our biggest concern at this point is how can we ensure that students are recycling at 
home.  We want to create environmentally conscious students who see recycling as a 
way of life and their responsible for doing so.  We know that most of our school recycles 
their bottles and cans.  We would like to see an expansion of the amount of paper 
recycled.   
 
Even when our core of group recyclers graduated we had a few seventh graders who 
stayed on.  This year we recruited a new eighth grade group from different classes.  The 
students were eager to join and assist in spreading our recycling program.  We would 
like to continue to expand our recycling program.  We would like to reduce the amount 
of waste we produce.  If we can begin each year recruiting from all the grade levels this 
would allow for our program to be even more successful. 
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BWPRR SCHOOL ASSESSMENT 1 of 4

SCHOOL: ANDRIES HUDDE IS 240 (LOCN CODE: K240, BLDG CODE: K240)

PRINCIPAL: ELENA O'SULLIVAN

CUSTODIAN: ROBERT WICK

SUSTAINBILITY COORDINATOR: YAEL BEN‐MOSHE

DATE(S) OF ASSESSMENT: May 23, 2013

SCORES by Recycling Compliance Category & Material Type

OVERALL

MIXED PAPER & 

CORRUGATED 

CARDBOARD

BEVERAGE CARTONS, 

BOTTLES, CANS, 

METAL & FOIL

COLLECTION CONTAINERS Good Good Good

AREAS/SIGNAGE Fair Fair Fair

PROPER USE Good Good Good

SOURCE SEPARATION (at internal collection) Good Good Good

STREAMS KEPT SEPARATE Poor Poor Poor

DUMPSTERS Good Good n/a

SOURCE SEPARATION (at storage and setout) Good Good Good

SETOUT AMOUNT n/a n/a n/a

Score Descriptions

14 Locations were assessed.

STREAMS KEPT SEPARATE: This is the score for how well the streams of materials are kept separate in storage 

and for setout.

SOURCE SEPARATION ‐ STORAGE/SETOUT: This is the score for the extent to which proper source separation 

was observed in storage, and at setout.

SETOUT AMOUNT: We do not score setout, because observations can be so variable depending on the day and 

time of observation. (This is ultimately the most telling observation if it can be made on a regular basis.)

DUMPSTERS: This is the score for the labeling and maintenance of the dumpsters, if dumpsters are used.

COLLECTION CONTAINERS: This is the score for the presence and proper set‐up of recycling containers. It 

documents the opportunity for students and staff to source separate of recyclable materials from trash.

AREAS/SIGNAGE: This is the score for the presence of signage instructing people what and where to recycle for 

each material type. It documents efforts to educate students and staff about the recycling program.

PROPER USE: Where containers exist, this is the score for whether they are used properly (whether the correct 

materials are put into the proper bins.)

SOURCE SEPARATION ‐ INTERNAL: This is the score for the extent to which proper source separation is taking 

place internally, where opportunities for source separation currently exist.



SCORES by Location

LOCATION
OVERALL 

SCORE

REQUIRED 

RECYCLING
RECOMMENDATIONS

Classroom 1: 

Room 200
Good

mixed paper & 

cardboard

You have adequately set‐up recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard in this location. Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed.

 It appears your students and staff are correctly using the recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard.  Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders. It 

appears that your students and staff are not putting recyclables into the trash bin(s).  Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders.

Classroom 2: 

Room 203
Good

mixed paper & 

cardboard

You have adequately set‐up recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard in this location. Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed. 

It appears your students and staff are correctly using the recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard.  Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders. It 

appears that your students and staff are not putting recyclables into the trash bin(s).  Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders.

Classroom 3: 

Room 320
Good

mixed paper & 

cardboard

You have adequately set‐up recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard in this location. Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed. This location had 

inadequate signage instructing students and staff where and how to recycle mixed paper & cardboard. Post recycling information about where and how to recycle mixed 

paper & cardboard. Check your signs regularly and refresh as needed. It appears your students and staff are correctly using the recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard. 

Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders. It appears that your students and staff are not putting recyclables into the trash bin(s).  Check bin(s) for 

contamination and provide regular reminders.

Office, Other 1: 

SBST office 

complex

Good
mixed paper & 

cardboard

You have adequately set‐up recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard in this location. Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed. You have appropriate 

signage posted about where and how to recycle mixed paper & cardboard.  Check your signs regularly and refresh as needed.

It appears your students and staff are correctly using the recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard.  Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders. It 

appears that your students and staff are not putting recyclables into the trash bin(s).  Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders.

Office, Other 2: 

Pupil Resources 

Office

Good
mixed paper & 

cardboard

This location had no recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard or they were inadequately set‐up. Place an adequate number of recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & 

cardboard in this location. Label every recycling bin with decals that explain through words and/or pictures what should go into that bin. If you line your bin(s) for mixed 

paper & cardboard with bags, use clear plastic. Pair recycling bin(s) with trash bin(s). Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed. You have appropriate signage 

posted about where and how to recycle mixed paper & cardboard.  Check your signs regularly and refresh as needed.

It appears your students and staff are correctly using the recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard.  Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders. It 

appears that your students and staff are not putting recyclables into the trash bin(s).  Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders.

Library  Good
mixed paper & 

cardboard

You have adequately set‐up recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard in this location. Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed. This location had 

inadequate signage instructing students and staff where and how to recycle mixed paper & cardboard. Post recycling information about where and how to recycle mixed 

paper & cardboard. Check your signs regularly and refresh as needed.

 The trash bin(s) were contaminated with recyclable materials. Instruct students and staff where to recycle mixed paper & cardboard, and metal, glass, plastic & cartons. 

Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders.

Auditorium  Poor
mixed paper & 

cardboard

This location had no recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard or they were inadequately set‐up. Place an adequate number of recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & 

cardboard in this location. Label every recycling bin with decals that explain through words and/or pictures what should go into that bin. If you line your bin(s) for mixed 

paper & cardboard with bags, use clear plastic. Pair recycling bin(s) with trash bin(s). Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed. 

Cafeteria  Good

beverage 

cartons, bottles, 

cans, metal & foil

This location had no recycling bin(s) for metal, glass, plastic & cartons, or they were inadequately set‐up. Place an adequate number of recycling bin(s) for metal, glass, 

plastic & cartons in this location. Label every recycling bin with decals that explain through words and/or pictures what should go into that bin. Line all bin(s) for metal, 

glass, plastic & cartons with clear plastic bags. Pair recycling bin(s) with trash bin(s). Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed. You have appropriate signage 

posted about where and how to recycle metal, glass, plastic & cartons.  Check your signs regularly and refresh as needed.

The recycling bin(s) or metal, glass, plastic & cartons were contaminated with the wrong materials. Instruct students and staff what should and should not go into the 

recycling bin(s) for metal, glass, plastic & cartons. Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders. 
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SCORES by Location

LOCATION
OVERALL 

SCORE

REQUIRED 

RECYCLING
RECOMMENDATIONS

Kitchen  Good

corrugated 

cardboard, and 

beverage 

cartons, bottles, 

cans, metal & foil

You have adequately set‐up recycling bin(s) for metal, glass, plastic & cartons in this location.  Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed. This location had 

inadequate signage instructing staff where and how to recycle corrugated cardboard, and where and how to recycle metal, glass, plastic & cartons. Post recycling 

information about where and how to recycle metal, glass, plastic & cartons. Post a sign indicating the designated area for cardboard. Check your signs regularly and refresh 

as needed.

The recycling bin(s) for metal, glass, plastic & cartons were contaminated with the wrong materials. The corrugated cardboard in the designated area was not flattened. 

Instruct students and staff what should and should not go into the recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard and for metal, glass, plastic & cartons. Check bin(s) for 

contamination and provide regular reminders. It appears that your students and staff are not putting recyclables into the trash bin(s).  Check bin(s) for contamination and 

provide regular reminders.

Office, Main  Fair

mixed paper & 

cardboard, and 

beverage 

cartons, bottles, 

cans, metal & foil

This location had no recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard nor for metal, glass, plastic & cartons, or they were inadequately set‐up. Place an adequate number of 

recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard, and for metal, glass, plastic & cartons in this location. Label every recycling bin with decals that explain through words and/or 

pictures what should go into that bin. Line all bin(s) for metal, glass, plastic & cartons with clear plastic bags. If you line your bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard with bags, 

use clear plastic. Pair recycling bin(s) with trash bin(s). Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed. This location had inadequate signage instructing students 

and staff where and how to recycle mixed paper & cardboard. Post recycling information about where and how to recycle mixed paper & cardboard and where and how to 

recycle metal, glass, plastic & cartons. Check your signs regularly and refresh as needed.

The recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard and for metal, glass, plastic & cartons were contaminated with the wrong materials. Instruct students and staff what 

should and should not go into the recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard and for metal, glass, plastic & cartons. Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular 

reminders. The trash bin(s) were contaminated with recyclable materials. Instruct students and staff where to recycle mixed paper & cardboard, and metal, glass, plastic & 

cartons. Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders.

Entrance/Lobby  Good

mixed paper & 

cardboard, and 

beverage 

cartons, bottles, 

cans, metal & foil

This location had no recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard nor for metal, glass, plastic & cartons, or they were inadequately set‐up. Place an adequate number of 

recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard, and for metal, glass, plastic & cartons in this location. Label every recycling bin with decals that explain through words and/or 

pictures what should go into that bin. Line all bin(s) for metal, glass, plastic & cartons with clear plastic bags. If you line your bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard with bags, 

use clear plastic. Pair recycling bin(s) with trash bin(s). Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed. This location had inadequate signage instructing students 

and staff where and how to recycle mixed paper & cardboard. Post recycling information about where and how to recycle mixed paper & cardboard and where and how to 

recycle metal, glass, plastic & cartons. Check your signs regularly and refresh as needed.

The recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard and for metal, glass, plastic & cartons were contaminated with the wrong materials. Instruct students and staff what 

should and should not go into the recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard and for metal, glass, plastic & cartons. Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular 

reminders. It appears that your students and staff are not putting recyclables into the trash bin(s).  Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders.

Teacher Lounge  Good

mixed paper & 

cardboard, and 

beverage 

cartons, bottles, 

cans, metal & foil

This location had no recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard nor for metal, glass, plastic & cartons, or they were inadequately set‐up. Place an adequate number of 

recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard, and for metal, glass, plastic & cartons in this location. Label every recycling bin with decals that explain through words and/or 

pictures what should go into that bin. Line all bin(s) for metal, glass, plastic & cartons with clear plastic bags. If you line your bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard with bags, 

use clear plastic. Pair recycling bin(s) with trash bin(s). Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed. You have appropriate signage posted about where and how 

to recycle mixed paper & cardboard and where and how to recycle metal, glass, plastic & cartons.  Check your signs regularly and refresh as needed.

It appears your students and staff are correctly using the recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard and for metal, glass, plastic & cartons.  Check bin(s) for contamination 

and provide regular reminders. It appears that your students and staff are not putting recyclables into the trash bin(s).  Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular 

reminders.
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SCORES by Location

LOCATION
OVERALL 

SCORE

REQUIRED 

RECYCLING
RECOMMENDATIONS

Gymnasiuim  Good

mixed paper & 

cardboard, and 

beverage 

cartons, bottles, 

cans, metal & foil

This location had no recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard nor for metal, glass, plastic & cartons, or they were inadequately set‐up. Place an adequate number of 

recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard, and for metal, glass, plastic & cartons in this location. Label every recycling bin with decals that explain through words and/or 

pictures what should go into that bin. Line all bin(s) for metal, glass, plastic & cartons with clear plastic bags. If you line your bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard with bags, 

use clear plastic. Pair recycling bin(s) with trash bin(s). Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed. This location had inadequate signage instructing students 

and staff where and how to recycle mixed paper & cardboard. Post recycling information about where and how to recycle mixed paper & cardboard and where and how to 

recycle metal, glass, plastic & cartons. Check your signs regularly and refresh as needed.

The recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard and for metal, glass, plastic & cartons were contaminated with the wrong materials. Instruct students and staff what 

should and should not go into the recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard and for metal, glass, plastic & cartons. Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular 

reminders. It appears that your students and staff are not putting recyclables into the trash bin(s).  Check bin(s) for contamination and provide regular reminders.

Hallway  Poor

mixed paper & 

cardboard, and 

beverage 

cartons, bottles, 

cans, metal & foil

This location had no recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard nor for metal, glass, plastic & cartons, or they were inadequately set‐up. Place an adequate number of 

recycling bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard, and for metal, glass, plastic & cartons in this location. Label every recycling bin with decals that explain through words and/or 

pictures what should go into that bin. Line all bin(s) for metal, glass, plastic & cartons with clear plastic bags. If you line your bin(s) for mixed paper & cardboard with bags, 

use clear plastic. Pair recycling bin(s) with trash bin(s). Check your bin(s) regularly and refresh labels as needed. 

Storage Area: 

Dumpster/ 

Outside area

Good

 

Bags of recyclables were contaminated with trash. Instruct staff to keep recyclable materials in separate bags from trash for collection. Check bags for contamination and 

provide regular reminders. 

Setout (Bags): 

At curb
Poor

Bags of recyclables were not kept clearly separate from bags of trash. In storage and when set out at the curb, keep bags of paper and cardboard clearly separate from bags 

of metal, glass, plastic & cartons, and clearly separate from the regular trash.  This is essential to help the people who collect your recyclables and trash know which is 

which. Remember to only set out recyclables on designated recycling collection days, otherwise they will be collected as trash. Confirm your recycling collection day with 

DSNY. 

Dumpsters / 

Compactors: 

Thursday

Good

 The paper dumpsters were not clearly labeled or need maintenance. Paint paper dumpster(s) white and label it clearly. Check the dumpster condition regularly. Make 

repairs and refresh paint and labels as needed.

Bags of recyclables were contaminated with trash. Instruct staff to keep recyclable materials in separate bags from trash for collection. Check bags for contamination and 

provide regular reminders. It appears that your recyclables are being kept separate from trash for collection. Check bags for contamination and provide regular reminders.
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