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Summary of Our Efforts 
 Key teachers from PS 209Q and P009 organized planning meetings for all 

interested in projects. P009 inclusion students were involved in seedling 

beautification projects. 

 Indoor and outdoor sites were chosen for recycling, planting, and 

composting. 

 Students were involved in project preparation discussions and ground rules.  

 Parents were notified of the schools recycling projects and efforts, and 

contributed reuse items. 

 PTA contributed funds. Outside organizations providing education, 

consultation and publicity. (MFTA, NY1 News, Grow to Learn) 

 

Project Summaries 
 We targeted cafeteria waste. We chose this because the cafeteria 

was one of the largest producers of waste in the school. Trayless 

Tuesdays cuts Styrofoam use in public schools by 20%. Leftover lunch 

vegetables, from the salad bar, are added to our 4 compost bins. 

 Our worm bins are consuming approximately 750 pounds of food 

scraps each school year. We expect to double the number next year. 

We have given worms to families who choose to compost at home. 

 We encourage all teachers to reuse milk cartons for art projects, 

seedling planters and paint containers. 

 Recycled and reused items, from lumber to fabric, inspired projects. 

 

Collaboration 
 PS 209Q and P009 have worked closely on targeted projects. 

 Teachers from PS 209 have visited other schools for modeling. 

 The PTA, Home Depot, and local businesses have contributed supplies 

and funds to further our composting efforts. MFTA has provided 

reuse materials and art instruction. Grow to Learn has contributed 

recycled lumber and compost for our vegetable garden. 

 

 



                          Project Analysis -  

                   What Worked 
 The many and varied projects helped students see discarded items in new 

ways. Students  also became aware of just how much reuse is discarded 

daily. They had no idea what happens to their trash.  Composting was a 

successful way in both reducing waste and education our students. 

          What Didn’t Work 
 Some smaller projects, such as starting seeds in paper towel rolls did not 

yield satisfactory results. We still need a regular composting schedule, 

which will be worked out.  

Applicability To Other Schools 
 Everything we are doing can be easily duplicated by other schools. Students 

of all ages are generally eager to learn. It doesn’t take much staff to 

implement improvements. 

Measuring Success 
 Although it is difficult to quantify the reduction of waste, it is very clear 

through class discussions, that students are much more aware of how their 

decisions affect our Planet. Children are often heard correcting classmates 

who do not recycle properly. 

                     Future Plans 
 We would like to use prize funds to purchase rain barrels, additional 

composters and composter turners for our new gardens. Funds could 

purchase bushes and native plants, clipboards and other necessities  for 

outdoor gardens.  We would like to fund more MFTA residencies. 

 

  



Project #1 

We targeted cafeteria waste, which is one of the largest 

producers of waste in the school. 

                       

 
 

         Recycling  Milk Containers Into Reusable Containers  

                  

                    
 

 

Milk cartons from the cafeteria are being reused throughout the 

school as paint holders. This also reduces the number of plastic and 

styrofoam containers we would have to purchase. We also use the milk 

containers as pots for the seedlings we grow. Every container must be 

rinsed out with water for reuse. 

 

Cafeteria participates in recycling and composting! 

 



We use paper food boats as plates for the students on Trayless 

Tuesdays. The students become aware of the importance of reducing 

styrofoam usage. Each NYC public school reduces styrofoam usage by 

20% each week. 

 

 

                           
             

P.S. 209Q has a salad bar with raw vegetables for students at lunch 

time. Left over salad from the cafeteria lunches is added to our four 

compost bins. 

 

When the bins are ready for use, we place the compost soil into the 

garden to replenish the ground soil.  

 

Project Analysis: 

The composting is successful in both reducing our waste, but especially 

for educational purposes. The students are now aware of the benefits 

to composting. 

 

Drawbacks: Paper boats can only be used with food items without 

sauces. Outdoor composters need to be as vermin proof as possible. 

 

 

Collaboration: 

 



P.S. 209Q and P009 (both schools in the same building) teachers 

worked closely together on specific projects. 

Teachers from P.S. 209Q have visited other schools to see what they 

have done to reduce, reuse and recycle. 

The PTA, Home Depot, and local businesses have contributed supplies 

and money to further our composting efforts. 

 

Letter that went home to Parents on 3/5/14 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

The second grade classes are learning about needs and wants 

in Literacy and Social Studies. The children will be involved in 

a 5 week arts residency with Materials For The Arts, 

courtesy of funding from our PTA. We are asking each second 

grade student to bring either a 2 liter plastic bottle or a 1 

gallon plastic jug to school for the project. It is important 

that the bottle is empty, cleaned with soap, rinsed out and 

dried thoroughly before being sent to school. Also label the 

bottom of the container neatly with your child’s name and 

class. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation, 

 

Sincerely, 

The Second Grade Teachers  



Project #2 Second and Fifth Grade 

              

Recycling the Arts - 2nd Grade – MFTA Artists in Residence 

Programs 

 

The second grade is creating a number of art projects involving reuse 

materials. 

 

These include plastic water jugs, and paper towel rolls being made into 

paper mache masks. Discarded wallpaper and holiday wrapping papers 

are being used in other art projects. Cans were used for holiday 

presents. 

 

Tiles and beads from Materials For The Arts became beautiful murals 

about NYC neighboorhoods.       

                     

 

Project Based Learning 

 

 
 

 

 

  



Relating to the Common Core Learning Standards: 

 

Projects usually present opportunities for authentic investigations and 

presentations. There is a real reason for students to learn something 

and for them to present their learning. 

 

Learning is social. Projects lend themselves to students’ working and 

learning collaboratively. Students are highly motivated when they have 

frequent opportunities to talk over ideas with their peers. 

 

Lastly, projects enable students to be active learners. They take 

charge, question, make decisions, analyze, think critically, create, 

present – they become independent thinkers.  

 

Arts Organization: Materials For The Arts 

 

                                 

 
 

Joy Suarez, Materials for the Arts Artist in Residence at P.S. 209 

(2012-2014), taught a Community Arts Project with 2nd and 5th Grade 

students using all recyclable materials. 

  



Educational Components. 

1. Clear, understandable, and consistent blending of Social Studies, Art 

and Science to produce beautiful murals for viewing in public spaces. 

2. The most successful aspects of the Projects were measured by 

students learning to follow the art directions given, working together 

as designated teams and re-using everyday materials creating art. 

3.  In mapmaking, students learned about the States they were 

assigned to, including State birds and flowers incorporated into the 

designs. 

4. With any art projects in schools, especially huge undertakings as 

these, a clean-up team is required, consisting of students, parents 

and custodial staff.  Re-usable tiles were saved for new projects. 

5. The Common Core Standards defines the knowledge and skills 

students should gain throughout their K-12 education in order to 

graduate high school, prepared to succeed in entry-level careers, 

introductory academic college courses, and workforce training 

programs. 

  



Maps by P.S. 209Q - 5th Grade Students 

Public Viewing at Materials For the Arts (January, 2014) 

               

Materials for the Arts’ most recent exhibition displayed Community 

Maps: Mosaics of PS 209 Queens. The mixed media mosaics were 

created by the school’s second and fifth grade students during their 

MFTA residency with Master Teaching Artist Joy Suarez. Second 

graders identified, compared, and contrasted an urban, suburban and 

rural community.  Students worked with MFTA to create panels to 

illustrate each community.  Through prior knowledge and research, 

students were able to speak freely and differentiate between the 

three communities. 

 

 
 



Maps - continued 

 

The projects were on public display at MFTA from January – February 

2014. Local Officials and the School Community, as well as the general 

public, were invited. The projects were on the MFTA Education website 

and the school’s website. 

 

Students and their families were able to see their individual projects 

pieced together as a cohesive exhibit’. Joy Suarez, MFTA ARTIST 

 

After using Google to conduct web-based research, fifth graders 

created maps of the United States which highlighted each state’s 

flower and bird with a mosaic bead pattern.  Each student used a grid 

map to create a larger scale version. Students sketched their state 

flower/bird along with rivers, lakes and mountains to be added to their 

state as a template to mosaic. 

                         

  



Project #3 

Family Workshop 

Cage Comforter Project – February 2014 

 

 P.S. 209 parents, students and staff created cage comforters from 

recycled and discarded fabric. 

 Parents brought in their sewing machines and the school supplied 

the materials and sewing tools - donated by Materials For The 

Arts. 

 The organization the school worked with was The Mayor’s Alliance 

For Animals, NYC. 

 The fabric came from Materials For The Arts 

 47 cage comforters were sewn and went to NYC shelters for dogs 

and cats.  

 

 
 

 A NY1 reporter filmed the students. Reference – 

www.ps209q.com and NY1 Archives 

 Prize funds would enhance further projects. Metro cards could 

be purchased so families would visit the shelters given the 

comforters – to tour and enhance adoption efforts.(cause and 

effect.) 
Mayor’s Alliance President, Jane Hoffman, became Principal For a Day, a school 

wide event to promote empathy towards animals and adoption awareness.  

 

Project Analysis: This project helped students see discarded items in 

new ways. This was truly a team effort. 

http://www.ps209q.com/


 

Project #4 

 

How we grow seeds in recyclable containers: 

 

Our students will be germinating seeds for our new garden using an 

economical and biodegradable method. We’ll germinate our seeds in 

paper towels. As the seeds grow, we will separate each plant into its 

own paper roll. When mature enough, we can plant the rolls directly 

into the soil. The students learn that when recycling some items,they 

can decompose and actually benefit the earth. It a win-win situation!! 

 

Lori Weinschenk 

SETSS Teacher@ P.S. 209 Q 

 

 

           
 

Things to look out for 
1. Be careful while handling the scissors 

2. Use a sprayer to moisten the soil 

3. Keep them away from pets 

4. Do not plant seeds that require more moisture, because the roll will become 

too soggy. 

 

Models: 

Collaboration with the Lower East Side Ecology Center for resources – 

Raising Awareness – Class Discussion – what worked, what didn’t. 

Encourage use of everyday resources to promote a Greener Planet. 



Project #5 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

What do we do with worms? 

 

Students are learning about worm composting. They contribute food 

waste (cores, peels, etc.) to the bins. As the worms multiply, we are 

expanding the number of classrooms with bins. Our goal is to reduce 

1500 lbs. of food scraps per school year. Finished compost is being 

used for our new vegetable gardens. 

 

Many enthusiastic children have expressed their desire to do worm 

composting at home. 

 

Every year we are expanding with new projects, such as a butterfly 

garden. 

 

 We would use the prize money to buy additional composters and 

compost turners for our new gardens, and a rain barrel to collect 

water and to expand our vegetable and butterfly garden. 

 Funds could also purchase bushes and native plants, clipboards 

and other necessities to make a true outdoor classroom. 

 

  



 

Sample Letter sent to Parents 

 

 

 

 

School Community Involvement 

 

Dear Parents / Guardians, 

 

As part of the New York City Department of Sanitation’s Reduce and 

Reuse Challenge, P.S. 209 will be focusing efforts on reducing waste in 

our school. One way we will accomplish this is by asking you to send 

your child to school with a reusable water bottle instead of disposable 

bottles.  

 

Please do not send your child with a glass bottle. Although glass is the 

most environmentally friendly bottle, in the school setting, it can be 

hazardous if broken. 

 

Each child who brings a reusable bottle to school will receive a token of 

appreciation.  

 

We thank you for helping to make P.S. 209 an environmentally friendly 

place to be! 

 

                                  Sincerely, 

                                 Ms. Hoolan, Ms. Hohl & Ms. Golec 

                                  



 

 

 

 

 

  

  



Project #6 

Let’s Build Using Recycled Lumber 

 

 Need construction supplies for your garden? Consider reusing 

materials! 

 

 You can save money and help the environment by incorporating 

reuse in your garden. 

 

Build It Green! NYC has two nonprofit reuse centers in NYC filled 

with salvaged materials. 

 

With the help of the Green Thumb organization, P.S. 209 obtained 

lumber from recycled scaffolding in order to make raised beds for 

our garden. 

      

                     
  



Benchmarks and Standards 

 
 Developing Art Literacy Benchmark: Students hone observation skills and 

discuss works of art; develop visual arts vocabulary to describe art making, 

the tools and techniques used to produce art, and the elements and principles 

of design; read and write about art to reinforce literary skills; interpret 

artwork by providing evidence to support assertions; reflect on the process of 

making art. 

Community and Cultural Resources Benchmark: By working with a variety of 

school staff, students access primary resources n the community, the 

borough, and the city to extend their learning beyond the classroom. 

Measuring Success – Although it is difficult to quantify the reduction of waste, 

class discussions have been held on every grade. Students are aware of how their 

daily decisions affect the planet. 

Children are often correcting others who do not recycle properly. 

 

 

Integration of Common Core Learning Standards 

 

 References 

 

 Required NYC laws on recycling. nyc.gov/wasteless/schools 

 Art Projects For Teaching Common Core Math (with reused 

materials!) 

 MFTA Professional Development workshops, on everyday reuse 

into art, for PS 209Q Teachers addressing school’s curriculum 

needs. 

 P.S. 209Q Family Arts Nights transforming everyday materials 

into art. 

 www. gardeningclan.com 

 NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 

 Queens Botanical Gardens 

 Green Thumb 

 Grow To Learn 

 www.bignyc.org 




