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Saint	
  Joseph	
  Hill	
  Academy	
  High	
  School	
  
School	
  #:	
  335385	
  

Address:	
  850	
  Hylan	
  Boulevard	
  Staten	
  Island,	
  New	
  York	
  10305	
  
Phone	
  #:	
  7184471374	
  
Fax	
  #:	
  7184473041	
  

Principal:	
  Angela	
  T	
  Ferrando	
  	
  
Principal’s	
  Phone	
  #:	
  7184471374	
  

Principal’s	
  Email:	
  atferrando@stjhill.org	
  	
  
Contest	
  Coordinator:	
  Tania	
  Eicoff	
  	
  

Title	
  of	
  Contest	
  Coordinator:	
  French	
  teacher,	
  Trashbuster	
  Coordinator	
  	
  
Contest	
  Coordinator	
  Phone	
  #:	
  9173634754	
  

Contest	
  Coordinator	
  Email:	
  mrseicoff@stjhill.org	
  
School	
  Description:	
  	
  

All	
  girls	
  high	
  school	
  with	
  400	
  students	
  located	
  in	
  Richmond	
  county.	
  Community	
  
service	
  is	
  an	
  integral	
  part	
  of	
  our	
  high	
  school	
  experience.	
  	
  	
  

Borough:	
  Staten	
  Island	
  	
  
Grade	
  division:	
  High	
  school	
  

Contest	
  Entry	
  Title:	
  Trashbusters	
  A-­‐Z	
  
Entry	
  Summary:	
  	
  

The	
  Trashbuster	
  Team	
  at	
  St.	
  Joseph	
  Hill	
  Academy	
  is	
  dedicated	
  to	
  the	
  cleaning	
  
and	
  beautifying	
  of	
  Staten	
  Island.	
  We	
  dedicate	
  our	
  time	
  and	
  energy	
  to	
  removing	
  trash	
  
from	
  our	
  neighborhoods,	
  beaches,	
  parks,	
  and	
  other	
  locations.	
  We	
  improve	
  the	
  
environment	
  where	
  our	
  families	
  live	
  and	
  play	
  by	
  planting	
  bulbs,	
  flowers,	
  and	
  trees,	
  
as	
  in	
  the	
  Million	
  Tree	
  Project.	
  Our	
  actions	
  inspire	
  other	
  elementary	
  and	
  high	
  school	
  
students	
  and	
  adults	
  to	
  join	
  us	
  in	
  this	
  endeavor	
  leading	
  to	
  a	
  more	
  beautiful	
  Staten	
  
Island.	
  We	
  feel	
  rewarding	
  and	
  gratified	
  when	
  we	
  complete	
  a	
  project	
  that	
  benefits	
  
our	
  community.	
  This	
  year	
  we	
  decided	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  challenge	
  of	
  one	
  project	
  for	
  each	
  
letter	
  of	
  the	
  alphabet.	
  If	
  Saint	
  Joseph	
  Hill	
  should	
  win	
  a	
  prize	
  in	
  this	
  contest	
  we	
  will	
  
award	
  the	
  money	
  to	
  Port	
  Richmond	
  High	
  School	
  to	
  help	
  with	
  their	
  Trashbuster	
  
program.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Student	
  Participation	
  (Core	
  Group):	
  25	
  Girls	
  	
  

Total	
  Number:	
  80	
  volunteers	
  
School	
  Population	
  Number:	
  400	
  

	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
  



	
  
Around	
  The	
  School	
  	
  
The	
  custodial	
  staff	
  at	
  St.	
  Joseph	
  Hill	
  Academy	
  is	
  limited.	
  Our	
  Trashbuster	
  group	
  
works	
  as	
  hard	
  as	
  we	
  can	
  to	
  clean	
  up	
  around	
  the	
  school	
  and	
  make	
  the	
  outside	
  
environment	
  around	
  us	
  nice.	
  We	
  cleaned	
  up	
  the	
  litter	
  around	
  the	
  bus	
  stop	
  and	
  the	
  
parking	
  lot	
  across	
  the	
  street.	
  In	
  the	
  garden,	
  at	
  our	
  main	
  entrance,	
  we	
  pulled	
  out	
  the	
  
weeds	
  and	
  fixed	
  up	
  the	
  flowers	
  and	
  stones.	
  We	
  collected	
  about	
  8	
  full	
  black	
  garbage	
  
bags	
  of	
  litter	
  and	
  leaves.	
  
	
  
Bus	
  Stops	
  	
  
Dear	
  whom	
  is	
  may	
  concern,	
  
	
  
Bus	
  stops	
  are	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  key	
  landmarks	
  associated	
  with	
  the	
  city	
  of	
  New	
  York.	
  
Thousands	
  of	
  hardworking	
  New	
  York	
  City	
  citizens	
  rely	
  on	
  the	
  Transit	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  
commute	
  to	
  and	
  from	
  work	
  day	
  in	
  and	
  day	
  out.	
  Therefore,	
  it	
  is	
  imperative	
  that	
  these	
  
bus	
  stops	
  remain	
  in	
  pristine	
  condition	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  best	
  serve	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  this	
  fair	
  
city.	
  This	
  the	
  reason	
  why	
  our	
  trashbusters	
  committee	
  works	
  hard	
  to	
  keep	
  our	
  local	
  
bus	
  stops	
  clean.	
  Messy	
  bus	
  stops	
  are	
  an	
  eyesore	
  and	
  leave	
  a	
  poor	
  impression	
  on	
  the	
  
people	
  of	
  the	
  city	
  who	
  depend	
  on	
  them.	
  We	
  try	
  our	
  best	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  citizens	
  of	
  New	
  
York	
  that	
  we	
  care	
  about	
  their	
  transportation	
  needs,	
  and	
  also	
  care	
  about	
  their	
  view	
  of	
  
this	
  city.	
  
	
  
Conference	
  House	
  	
  
In	
  April,	
  we	
  went	
  down	
  to	
  the	
  Staten	
  Island	
  Conference	
  House	
  Park.	
  The	
  Conference	
  
House	
  Park	
  beaches	
  were	
  filled	
  with	
  trash	
  from	
  water	
  bottles	
  to	
  plastic	
  bags	
  and	
  
even	
  some	
  car	
  tires	
  and	
  crates.	
  With	
  ocean	
  trash	
  being	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  serious	
  
pollution	
  problems	
  today,	
  cleaning	
  up	
  the	
  beaches	
  was	
  essential	
  to	
  keeping	
  it	
  out	
  of	
  
the	
  way	
  of	
  wildlife	
  and	
  visitors.	
  All	
  of	
  the	
  staff	
  was	
  very	
  grateful	
  for	
  our	
  work,	
  
especially	
  on	
  its	
  opening	
  day,	
  and	
  we	
  even	
  got	
  to	
  learn	
  some	
  history	
  about	
  the	
  
Conference	
  House.	
  We	
  hope	
  to	
  come	
  back	
  and	
  clean	
  up	
  even	
  more	
  so	
  we	
  can	
  
continue	
  to	
  enjoy	
  the	
  Conference	
  House	
  and	
  its	
  beach.	
  
	
  
Daffodil	
  Bulb	
  Planting	
  
Early	
  on	
  a	
  Saturday	
  morning	
  we	
  met	
  at	
  our	
  school	
  and	
  as	
  we	
  planted	
  we	
  could	
  only	
  
think	
  of	
  Sister	
  Regina	
  and	
  the	
  ordeal	
  she	
  endured	
  when	
  the	
  convent	
  was	
  set	
  on	
  fire.	
  
We	
  were	
  able	
  to	
  her	
  that	
  day	
  and	
  just	
  to	
  see	
  her	
  smile	
  was	
  all	
  we	
  could	
  have	
  asked	
  
for.	
  Each	
  year	
  when	
  these	
  flowers	
  bloom	
  they	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  a	
  reminder	
  of	
  the	
  fire	
  in	
  
the	
  convent	
  but	
  the	
  bravery	
  displayed	
  by	
  Sister	
  Regina	
  and	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  Daughters	
  
of	
  Divine	
  Charity.	
  
The	
  Full	
  story	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  link	
  
	
  
http://www.silive.com/news/index.ssf/2013/11/post_598.html	
  
	
  
Elementary	
  School	
  



Saint	
  Joseph	
  Hill	
  Academy	
  is	
  connected	
  with	
  our	
  elementary	
  school.	
  One	
  day	
  some	
  
of	
  the	
  girls	
  went	
  over	
  to	
  the	
  younger	
  students	
  to	
  promote	
  recycling.	
  They	
  made	
  
some	
  posters	
  and	
  did	
  arts	
  and	
  crafts!	
  	
  
	
  
Field	
  of	
  Dreams	
  	
  

On	
  Friday,	
  January	
  31,	
  2014,	
  Trash	
  Busters	
  volunteered	
  at	
  the	
  Field	
  of	
  
Dreams	
  in	
  Staten	
  Island,	
  New	
  York.	
  	
  Mrs.	
  Jeanne	
  Paliswiat	
  called	
  for	
  help	
  at	
  the	
  Field	
  
of	
  Dreams.	
  We	
  chose	
  to	
  clean	
  up	
  at	
  the	
  Field	
  of	
  Dreams	
  seeing	
  as	
  there	
  was	
  an	
  
abundant	
  amount	
  of	
  litter	
  near	
  the	
  field.	
  	
  This	
  field	
  is	
  used	
  for	
  different	
  sports	
  and	
  
ballgames.	
  	
  Students	
  worked	
  together	
  holding	
  trash	
  bags	
  and	
  picking	
  up	
  waste	
  with	
  
litter	
  pickers.	
  It	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  clean	
  up	
  litter	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  clean	
  and	
  safe	
  
environment,	
  especially	
  at	
  the	
  field	
  where	
  families	
  with	
  children	
  go.	
  The	
  success	
  of	
  
the	
  volunteer	
  work	
  was	
  that	
  students	
  were	
  able	
  to	
  pick	
  up	
  a	
  large	
  amount	
  of	
  
garbage	
  that	
  was	
  around	
  for	
  a	
  long	
  time.	
  	
  This	
  winter	
  was	
  so	
  terrible	
  and	
  harsh,	
  
resulting	
  in	
  the	
  least	
  successful	
  aspect	
  of	
  the	
  volunteer	
  work,	
  which	
  was	
  the	
  snow	
  
on	
  the	
  ground	
  that	
  created	
  a	
  somewhat	
  unclear	
  view	
  of	
  the	
  trash.	
  From	
  this	
  clean	
  up	
  
work,	
  students	
  gained	
  knowledge	
  about	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  litter	
  and	
  its	
  effects	
  on	
  the	
  
environment.	
  	
  In	
  the	
  future,	
  students	
  can	
  make	
  more	
  advertisements	
  and	
  hold	
  clean	
  
up	
  events	
  for	
  the	
  entire	
  school	
  to	
  get	
  involved	
  in	
  their	
  community.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Green	
  Fashion	
  Show	
  	
  
The	
  Green	
  Fashion	
  show	
  is	
  an	
  event	
  at	
  Saint	
  Joseph	
  Hill	
  Academy	
  that	
  occurs	
  once	
  
every	
  year.	
  The	
  Student	
  Council	
  gathers	
  supplies	
  such	
  as:	
  bottles,	
  newspapers,	
  and	
  
magazines,	
  for	
  a	
  few	
  weeks	
  to	
  provide	
  as	
  decorations	
  for	
  the	
  gym.	
  The	
  whole	
  school	
  
participates	
  in	
  the	
  event	
  and	
  cheers	
  on	
  their	
  fellow	
  classmates!	
  The	
  designs	
  that	
  
were	
  made	
  were	
  made	
  from	
  recycled	
  materials	
  such	
  as	
  garbage	
  bags,	
  bottle	
  caps,	
  
cans,	
  paper,	
  magazines	
  etc…	
  Many	
  designs	
  were	
  entered	
  this	
  year,	
  14!	
  This	
  year’s	
  
designers	
  Haley	
  Salvo,	
  Chelsea	
  Joia,	
  Courtney	
  Brogle	
  ,and	
  Mira	
  Mikael	
  won	
  with	
  
their	
  creation	
  for	
  freshman	
  Courtney	
  Brogle.	
  	
  
	
  
High	
  Rock	
  Challenge	
  	
  
Students	
  of	
  Saint	
  Joseph	
  Hill	
  Academy	
  on	
  April	
  27	
  participated	
  in	
  a	
  run/cleanup	
  at	
  
High	
  Rock	
  Park.	
  The	
  race	
  was	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Italy	
  	
  
While	
  in	
  the	
  streets	
  of	
  Florence	
  the	
  Trashbusters	
  team	
  noticed	
  that	
  there	
  was	
  a	
  
Fleur-­‐de-­‐lis	
  on	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  street	
  cleaners	
  and	
  decided	
  to	
  take	
  a	
  picture	
  since	
  our	
  
Coordinator	
  is	
  our	
  French	
  teacher!	
  We	
  were	
  delighted	
  to	
  see	
  that	
  there	
  were	
  
international	
  clean	
  up	
  efforts	
  on	
  our	
  European	
  trip.	
  	
  
	
  
Just	
  be	
  aware!	
  	
  
We	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  spread	
  the	
  word	
  to	
  the	
  school	
  and	
  around	
  our	
  own	
  households	
  on	
  
who	
  to	
  be	
  more	
  green	
  when	
  it	
  comes	
  to	
  using	
  the	
  water	
  too	
  long,	
  using	
  
biodegradable	
  household	
  products,	
  making	
  compost	
  piles	
  etc…	
  	
  
	
  



Keep	
  Our	
  City	
  Green	
  	
  
Our	
  future	
  projects	
  include	
  more	
  tree	
  plantings	
  with	
  Million	
  Tree	
  NYC	
  and	
  other	
  
smaller	
  various	
  plantings	
  of	
  flowers	
  around	
  the	
  school!	
  
	
  
Lemon	
  Creek	
  	
  
On	
  September	
  9,	
  2013	
  St.	
  Joseph	
  Hill	
  Academy’s	
  Trashbusters	
  team	
  worked	
  with	
  the	
  
Northern	
  chapter	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  Littoral	
  Society	
  at	
  Lemon	
  Creek	
  Park	
  and	
  Beach	
  
on	
  Siguine	
  Avenue	
  Staten	
  Island,	
  New	
  York.	
  With	
  44	
  volunteers	
  ready	
  to	
  help,	
  we	
  
collected	
  1,000	
  pounds	
  of	
  trash	
  in	
  50	
  garbage	
  bags	
  over	
  a	
  ¾	
  mile	
  stretch	
  of	
  beach.	
  
As	
  always,	
  Madame	
  Eicoff	
  supplied	
  us	
  with	
  gloves	
  and	
  bags	
  to	
  assist	
  with	
  the	
  clean	
  
up.	
  On	
  November	
  4,	
  2013	
  we	
  received	
  a	
  letter	
  of	
  gratitude	
  from	
  Natalie	
  Grant	
  of	
  the	
  
ALS,	
  the	
  NYS	
  Beach	
  Clean-­‐Up	
  coordinator	
  for	
  our	
  great	
  help	
  at	
  the	
  beach.	
  Cleaning	
  
up	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  many	
  beaches	
  on	
  Staten	
  Island	
  showed	
  us	
  how	
  a	
  little	
  effort	
  and	
  help	
  
can	
  make	
  our	
  community	
  so	
  much	
  more	
  beautiful.	
  
	
  
Mentoring	
  	
  
In	
  April,	
  two	
  of	
  the	
  executives	
  of	
  the	
  Trashbusters	
  Club	
  went	
  to	
  Port	
  Richmond	
  High	
  
School	
  in	
  hopes	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  similar	
  club	
  at	
  their	
  school.	
  We	
  spoke	
  to	
  two	
  teachers	
  
and	
  two	
  of	
  the	
  top	
  students	
  in	
  their	
  graduating	
  class.	
  	
  We	
  showed	
  them	
  projects	
  we	
  
have	
  either	
  initiated	
  or	
  taken	
  part	
  in	
  over	
  the	
  years.	
  	
  After	
  talking	
  with	
  them,	
  they	
  
are	
  eager	
  to	
  establish	
  a	
  similar	
  club	
  at	
  their	
  school.	
  	
  
	
  
At	
  Port	
  Richmond	
  High	
  School,	
  our	
  leader	
  Tania	
  Eicoff,	
  helped	
  to	
  establish	
  a	
  mission	
  
statement:	
  	
  

• The	
  main	
  goal	
  of	
  Trashbusters	
  is	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  life	
  in	
  Port	
  
Richmond	
  High	
  School	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  surrounding	
  neighborhood.	
  To	
  attain	
  this	
  
goal,	
  Trashbuster	
  members	
  participate	
  in	
  many	
  community	
  projects	
  to	
  keep	
  
Staten	
  Island	
  an	
  environmentally	
  clean	
  place	
  to	
  live.	
  In	
  addition,	
  the	
  
members	
  will	
  routinely	
  remove	
  litter	
  from	
  the	
  streets	
  around	
  the	
  school	
  and	
  
local	
  streets	
  in	
  the	
  Port	
  Richmond	
  area.	
  Within	
  the	
  school,	
  Trashbusters	
  runs	
  
a	
  contest	
  for	
  the	
  nicest	
  classroom,	
  office,	
  cubby	
  and	
  bulletin	
  board.	
  The	
  Art	
  
Department	
  will	
  contribute	
  to	
  the	
  cause	
  by	
  emphasizing	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  a	
  
litter-­‐free	
  environment	
  by	
  running	
  a	
  poster	
  contest,	
  and	
  the	
  ESL	
  (English	
  as	
  a	
  
Second	
  Language)	
  students	
  will	
  write	
  essays	
  on	
  the	
  theme	
  of	
  beautification	
  
and	
  clean	
  environment.	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

Neighborhood	
  

Some	
  of	
  the	
  girls	
  took	
  Trashbusters	
  into	
  their	
  own	
  homes	
  and	
  decided	
  to	
  clean	
  up	
  
around	
  their	
  homes	
  and	
  in	
  their	
  neighborhoods!	
  They	
  picked	
  up	
  small	
  trash	
  around	
  
the	
  streets	
  to	
  help	
  beautify	
  the	
  areas	
  they	
  live.	
  Hopefully	
  in	
  doing	
  so	
  they	
  spread	
  a	
  



positive	
  message	
  to	
  their	
  families	
  and	
  neighbors	
  and	
  people	
  will	
  begin	
  to	
  throw	
  
their	
  trash	
  away	
  instead	
  of	
  littering,	
  and	
  if	
  they	
  see	
  litter,	
  will	
  throw	
  it	
  out.	
  	
  

On	
  TV	
  
Some	
  of	
  the	
  Trashbusters	
  participants	
  and	
  our	
  coordinator	
  Tania	
  Eicoff	
  were	
  
interviewed	
  and	
  shown	
  on	
  New	
  York	
  One	
  Television	
  Station	
  as	
  they	
  volunteered	
  at	
  
the	
  Greenbelt	
  Recreational	
  center.	
  Mrs.	
  Eicoff	
  was	
  chosen	
  citizen	
  of	
  the	
  week	
  in	
  
April	
  by	
  New	
  York	
  One	
  for	
  her	
  efforts	
  involved	
  with	
  Trashbusters.	
  	
  
	
  
Park	
  Day	
  	
  
Park	
  Day	
  at	
  Clove	
  Lakes	
  was	
  very	
  successful.	
  Our	
  group	
  of	
  girls	
  set	
  out	
  around	
  the	
  
park	
  with	
  nets,	
  garbage	
  bags	
  and	
  rakes.	
  For	
  3	
  hours	
  we	
  raked	
  the	
  leaves,	
  we	
  
scooped	
  up	
  any	
  garbage	
  that	
  we	
  found	
  floating	
  around	
  the	
  water,	
  and	
  picked	
  up	
  any	
  
other	
  trash.	
  Some	
  girls	
  even	
  found	
  a	
  tire!	
  	
  
	
  
Questions	
  
Parents	
  and	
  students	
  ask	
  “What	
  should	
  be	
  our	
  next	
  project?”.	
  Many	
  parents	
  have	
  
suggestions	
  as	
  to	
  what	
  our	
  next	
  project	
  should	
  be	
  and	
  give	
  us	
  new	
  ideas!	
  	
  
	
  
Rec	
  Center	
  	
  
On	
  Saturday,	
  March	
  22,	
  2014,	
  Trash	
  Busters	
  volunteered	
  at	
  Snug	
  Harbor	
  in	
  Staten	
  
Island,	
  New	
  York.	
  	
  Mr.	
  Jonathan	
  called	
  for	
  help	
  at	
  the	
  farm	
  at	
  Snug	
  Harbor.	
  	
  We	
  chose	
  
to	
  clean	
  up	
  at	
  the	
  farm	
  in	
  Snug	
  Harbor	
  because	
  the	
  fields	
  needed	
  to	
  be	
  clean	
  and	
  
clear	
  of	
  debris	
  so	
  that	
  the	
  farmers	
  could	
  plant	
  and	
  grow	
  vegetables.	
  	
  The	
  farm	
  is	
  
used	
  to	
  grow	
  vegetables,	
  which	
  is	
  eaten	
  by	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  Staten	
  Island.	
  Students	
  
worked	
  together	
  using	
  trash	
  bags	
  and	
  wheelbarrows	
  to	
  collect	
  garbage	
  and	
  rocks	
  on	
  
top	
  of	
  the	
  soil.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  grow	
  healthy	
  food	
  to	
  promote	
  healthy	
  living	
  and	
  to	
  
make	
  sure	
  the	
  vegetables	
  and	
  plants	
  grow,	
  they	
  must	
  be	
  planted	
  in	
  clean	
  
surroundings.	
  The	
  cleanup	
  was	
  successful	
  due	
  to	
  appropriate	
  weather	
  and	
  hard	
  
work!	
  	
  We	
  are	
  mentoring	
  Port	
  Richmond	
  High	
  School	
  and	
  plan	
  to	
  have	
  them	
  join	
  us	
  
in	
  our	
  future	
  projects.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  so	
  important	
  for	
  the	
  world	
  to	
  have	
  fresh	
  foods	
  from	
  the	
  
earth	
  and	
  to	
  make	
  better	
  food	
  choices.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Trashbusters:	
  Bi-­‐Weekly	
  meetings	
  	
  
	
  Each	
  week	
  the	
  Trashbusters	
  team	
  meets	
  to	
  discuss	
  new	
  events	
  and	
  cleanups	
  that	
  
are	
  about	
  to	
  occur.	
  	
  
	
  
Under	
  The	
  Boardwalk	
  
Our	
  project	
  to	
  be	
  done	
  in	
  May.	
  It’s	
  been	
  a	
  cold	
  winter!	
  	
  
	
  
Video	
  
Our	
  Co-­‐president	
  Natalie	
  Falco	
  created	
  this	
  video	
  about	
  our	
  whole	
  year	
  of	
  
Trashbusters!	
  	
  
	
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5F0R8FOkGQ&feature=youtu.be	
  
	
  



Wolf’s	
  Pond	
  Park	
  
Our	
  project	
  to	
  be	
  done	
  in	
  June	
  as	
  our	
  “It’s	
  My	
  Park	
  Day!”	
  event.	
  	
  
	
  
X-­‐out	
  Styrofoam	
  	
  
At	
  St.	
  Joseph	
  Hill	
  Academy,	
  we	
  do	
  not	
  support	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  styrofoam.	
  We	
  advocate	
  the	
  
project	
  against	
  styrofoam	
  and	
  call	
  it	
  STYRO-­‐NO.	
  Because	
  styrofoam	
  does	
  not	
  break	
  
down	
  it	
  is	
  hazardous	
  to	
  the	
  environment.	
  Styrofoam	
  is	
  non-­‐biodegradable	
  which	
  
means	
  it	
  can	
  last	
  a	
  very	
  long	
  time	
  and	
  builds	
  up	
  in	
  places	
  such	
  as	
  oceans	
  and	
  
shorelines.	
  Styrofoam	
  is	
  now	
  considered	
  the	
  main	
  component	
  of	
  marine	
  debris.	
  This	
  
can	
  harm	
  the	
  living	
  species	
  in	
  these	
  areas.	
  At	
  St.	
  Joseph	
  Hill	
  Academy	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  
student	
  on	
  Trash	
  Busters	
  have	
  agreed	
  or	
  made	
  a	
  pledge	
  to	
  avoid	
  styrofoam	
  and	
  use	
  
alternatives	
  such	
  as	
  paper.	
  Raising	
  awareness	
  to	
  the	
  hazards	
  of	
  styrofoam	
  can	
  help	
  
the	
  environment	
  and	
  the	
  animals	
  living	
  in	
  it.	
  STYRO-­‐NO	
  is	
  the	
  way	
  to	
  go!	
  
	
  
Y-­‐not	
  Recycle?	
  	
  
At	
  Saint	
  Joseph	
  Hill	
  Academy,	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  program	
  that	
  was	
  started	
  by	
  Elizabeth	
  
Strange,	
  called	
  Fred’s	
  Cans.	
  This	
  program	
  encourages	
  students	
  to	
  recycle	
  their	
  
plastic	
  bottles,	
  aluminum	
  cans,	
  and	
  anything	
  else	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  recycled.	
  At	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  
each	
  week	
  the	
  bins	
  are	
  collected	
  and	
  everything	
  in	
  them	
  are	
  brought	
  to	
  a	
  local	
  
grocery	
  store	
  to	
  exchange	
  them	
  for	
  money.	
  After	
  the	
  money	
  is	
  collected	
  it	
  is	
  given	
  to	
  
one	
  of	
  the	
  school’s	
  clubs	
  or	
  sports	
  teams!	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  way	
  to	
  encourage	
  recycling	
  in	
  
a	
  school	
  environment.	
  	
  
	
  
Zoo	
  	
  
On	
  November	
  9,	
  2013,	
  the	
  Saint	
  Joseph	
  Hill	
  Academy	
  Trashbusters	
  club	
  took	
  a	
  trip	
  
to	
  the	
  Staten	
  Island	
  Zoo	
  where	
  we	
  helped	
  clean	
  up,	
  and	
  rake	
  leaves	
  for	
  a	
  few	
  
hours.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  cold	
  day	
  but	
  we	
  heated	
  up	
  quickly	
  while	
  working.	
  	
  We	
  put	
  ourselves	
  
into	
  groups	
  of	
  two	
  or	
  three	
  and	
  took	
  turns,	
  one	
  of	
  us	
  would	
  rake	
  the	
  leaves	
  into	
  
piles,	
  and	
  the	
  other	
  would	
  use	
  their	
  hands	
  to	
  throw	
  the	
  leaves	
  into	
  the	
  bags	
  While	
  
enjoying	
  our	
  cocoa,	
  we	
  met	
  Elvis	
  Duran	
  from	
  the	
  Z100	
  morning	
  show,	
  who	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  
the	
  girls,	
  including	
  myself	
  were	
  a	
  fan	
  of.	
  	
  He	
  was	
  kind	
  enough	
  to	
  give	
  us	
  all	
  t-­‐shirts	
  as	
  
a	
  little	
  thank	
  you.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  fun,	
  productive	
  day	
  over	
  all	
  and	
  would	
  absolutely	
  love	
  to	
  
do	
  it	
  again.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  




