
2015 GOLDEN APPLE AWARDS
This certi cate is awarded with the sincere appreciation and esteem 

of a grateful Department and City in recognition of your school’s efforts to help make New York City shine.

City of New York
Department of Sanitation 

Bureau of Recycling and Sustainability 
nyc.gov/recycle

GAA-RRcert 06.15

Brooklyn Borough 
Honorable Mention 
High School Division

Brownsville Academy 
High School 



HSGrade Division

KBorough:

Brownsville Academy High School (BAHS)School:

15002ID Info:

Reduce & Reuse project entry 
Sustainable Design

Brownsville Academy students took part in a 9 month-long reuse project that required collecting waste materials and
repurposing them in a unique way. The challenge included redesigning the school's 800 square foot art gallery into a
studio apartment using recyclable materials. The students created a plan that implemented new uses for old objects.
These recyclable art pieces were then used to decorate the renovated space. 80% of the exhibit included handcrafted
items made from recyclable waste. 
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Brownsville Academy High School is a school community dedicated to 
providing a nurturing, safe, student-centered environment for all students 
including those with special needs and English Language Learners to mature 
and develop as productive members of society.  Our goal is to foster the 
development of students to achieve academic excellence by engaging in 
community service with collaborative partnerships with parents, faculty and 
community organizations through internships and college experiences that 
will guide them towards professional success.  
 
This groundbreaking, precedent school is modeled after the highly 
successful Diploma Plus program. Students are provided with an opportunity 
to accelerate their high school career in a student-centered environment with 
a competency-based, thematic curriculum.  Teachers use a variety of 
instructional experiences to address diversity of students' needs. Promotion 
is based on attainment of specific competencies, benchmarks and content 
objectives.  Students move from one level to the next as quickly as they are 
able to demonstrate proficiency.  The caring, dedicated staff is familiar and 
attentive to the developmental needs of young adults and offers engaging 
inter-displicinary projects based on the individual needs of students. 
Portfolios play a central role and offer students an opportunity for reflection 
in what has been learned.  Technology is infused throughout the curriculum.  
 
PLUS learning happens beyond the classroom and school wall.  Students 
have opportunities for dual enrollment and can take one or more college 
classes as well as participate in meaningful internships while attending 
school.  
 
Our school had scored in the top 10% passing rate on the regents. 
 



 

 
Brownsville Academy High School had an empty 800 square foot art 

gallery that was being underutilized. The original gallery displayed a 
spacious but yet bare layout that was encompassed by white walls, a couch 
and two end tables. The potential of these interior design staples was what 
first inspired the idea of creating an apartment. 
  As an art educator for 10 years, I have consistently tried to create 
motivating lessons that reinforce real world concepts. However, this year, 
during my first year at Brownsville Academy high School, I knew I had to 
come up with an even better idea because of the type of school I was 
employed for. Our school is a N.Y.C. transfer high school. This means we 
enroll students that are over aged, under credited and who are seeking a 
second chance. Most of these scholars have outside obligations, children, 
broken homes, are in foster care, or out on their own. They enter our school 
broken but are eager for renewal.  I wanted to create a curriculum that would 
teach scholars about the foundations of art and art careers. Most importantly, 
I wanted to inspire my scholars and show them how to create purposeful art 
that could be utilized in their own homes. The idea of redesigning the 
schools art gallery made total sense. I would be able to use a hands-on 
approach to teach them about the career of interior design while showing 
them how to make purposeful items basically made out of “garbage”. 



“Michael and Katrina’s First Place”
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NYS Learning Standards:

DP Competencies: 

Common Core Standards: 



Teacher:  

Mrs. Tuthill 

Subject: 
Art 

Units:  Interior Design, 3-
Dimensional Drawing, Painting, 
Sculpture, Ceramics, Assemblage, 
Recycling/ Reusing/Repurposing, 
Advertising/Marketing/Digital Art, 
and Art Installation 

Desired Results 
Aim

Objective: 
SWBAT: 

• 

• 
• 

 
Content/Skills: 
Drawing, Shading, Cutting, Pasting, Writing, 
Speaking. 
 
NYS Learning Standards:

 

Vocabulary: 
3-Dimensional Renderings, Interior 
Design Presentation Board, One – Point 
Perspective, Horizon Line, Vanishing 
Point, Proportion, Scale, Floor Plan, 
Overlap, Value & Focus, Placement, 
Shading, The Elements of SPACE. The 
Elements of Design, The Principles of 
Design. 

Common Core Standards addressed: 

 

Instructional Focus:  Writing grounded 
in evidence from the text leading to 
powerful scholarly discussion. 

Assessment Evidence / Checking for 
Understanding 



Mini-Lesson

Build 
Background:  

 
Higher Order 
Questions: 
 
 



Instruction:   
 

Work Period / Guided Practice
Independent 
Work/ 
Learning 
Activity: 

Wrap-up 

Reflection:

Homework: 










