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Super Recyclers project entry 
Bronx Theatre High School Recycles

Bronx Theatre High School has taken on the challenge of greening their large campus, consisting of seven schools.
They started up their environmental efforts this year with the help of committed staff and the creation of Green Teams.
Students inspect classroom recycling bins and make announcements on the school's PA system to inform other
students, staff, and faculty members about the status of their checkups, hoping to achieve better outcomes in future
inspections. Through their partnership with GrowNYC Recycling Champions Program, the school is working to comply
with recycling requirements. 























Discovering how much waste we produce each day-Chapter One 
Activities 1–10 Grades K–1 / Activity 2 

GrowNYC    NYC Compost Project 

Lesson Plans and PD Survey: 

-_______________________________ 
Green Team Monitor 

Environmental Science - Mr. D. Steiner - Ms. Umme Tanjina ---Bronx Theater HS - Lesson Plan  - April 
25, 2014 

Unit Title: WASTE Unit- The Story of Stuff, Facing the Future 
Lesson Title:  Buy, Use or Toss: How are the things we buy and then discard 
recycled or dumped? 
Motivation:   Show images of the Trash- then The Story of Stuff-   3 min. 
    
Discuss: What kinds of foods do you eat?       5 min. 
Go around the room-Who in the class thinks that they Recycle enough? 
Reduce waste? Reuse discarded things?  
GGuiding Questions:  What is Trash? What is done with it now? What can 
we do to reduce it? Why is this important? 
Aim:  How can we find out if the Trash we produce is recycled or reused in an 
ecologically sensible manner? 
Objective:  Students shall learn what: Waste is, Solid waste, Biodegradable 
waste, Municipal solid waste, A Landfill, Leachate, Incinerators, Recycling 
Stations, Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. 
Why are we producing 32 X more garbage in the US and Canada than the 
rest of the world? 



Show Bag of Trash. 
 
Vocabulary:   Solid waste, Biodegradable waste, Municipal solid waste, A 
Landfill, Leachate, Incinerators, Recycling Stations, Reduce, Reuse and 
Recycle. 
Activity: View images, Video, Discussions, Handouts, Text.  
 
Lesson: Students will make a collage of a tree or flower using TRASH-old 
magazines and paper. 35 min 
 
Discuss and results: 1. What do you think of the cliché’: One Man’s Trash is 
Another Man’s Treasure? 
2. In the USA in 2006, 83% of people viewed a washing machine as a 
necessity, 50% viewed their Cellphone as Essential, and 33% viewed High 
Speed Internet as a necessity as well. 
3. Do you agree with them? 
4. Do you think other people in the world would agree? Why or Why not? 
5. What factors do you think drive consumption? 
Read p. 517-519, take note –define and list all vocabulary and strange words. 
NYSCCLS:  Reading: 2 and 4. Writing: 1a and 2f. 
Materials and Resources: Text, Power point, Video, Handouts. 
Holt, Env. Science Text, p. 516-520, Buried Treasure: Buy, Use or Toss: A 
Closer Look at the Things We Buy-Facing the Future, 2010 
Summary: Students will assess the value of the way we think about Trash 
and Reducing, Reusing and Recycling. They will further explore what 
amounts of trash- they and their households accumulate. 
Extensions and Modifications: Students may write an extended research 
paper. Students may do a poster with permission. Students may list the 
items they discarded and those discarded by their family.  
Differentiation: Power point hard copy will be available to students needing 
ICT help. 
Tactile learners sharing the task of writing-while Auditory learners discuss 
and edit their work. Visual learners see important images on DVD.   
A Collage will be made using clean Trash- magazine pages and such of a 
flower or other environmental image 
Homework: Research Paper #9: Describe Hydrogen Fuel Cell Energy? Bring 
in clean Trash- magazine pages 
Assessment/MOSL: Exit Slip- Notes taken during reading   
 15 min. 
The discussions, accurate and organized notes you and your partner have 
taken today summarizing the screening and papers. 





 

 



I want to reach out to all School Principals and  
Sustainability Coordinators + Teachers- 

Schedule for Earth Day- Wednesday, April 22, 2015     At The Enchanted Garden-JFK Campus 
 
7:30-9 am   Compost Drop-off/ Weigh-In   - Staff Parking Lot 

        Ms. Katherine Vazquez/NYC Compost Project 
 
9:00-10 am Persimmon Tree Planting           Sam Bishop sam@treesny.org 
 
10:00 – 11 am Shrub/Tree Pruning Class/ Seedling/Seed Planting 
     
         Composting Workshop:  Urban Farming, Soil Conservation, yielding 
20 % Trash Reduction. Kitchen Scrap Container/EcoBag Giveaway and 
Instruction/Talk about the NYC Department of Sanitation Organics Collection 
Program in our school and Community Board 8.   
 
11:00- 12:00 pm  Tree ID-Scavenger Hunt? I have 10 Tree ID books. 
 

Pollinators/Phenology: How to attract pollinating insects -Why are 
they valuable? Lecture (Bees +)  or – Butterflies, Beetles and Flies 
Oh my! 
Mural Design/Painting; Paula Hewitt Amram-Open Roads 

12:00- 1:00 pm      NEW- RainWater Collection Project 
             -Drip Irrigation Workshop/Watering Schedules 

 



1:00 – 2:00 pm   Solar Car Race: My 3 ENVSCI classes built one each= prize 
(need Sun!) 
Solar Oven ( In place) Demo/Fry Eggs/Measure Temperature. + Solar Panels 
Display 

 
2:00- 3:00 pm    Irrigation workshop/Watering Schedules 

  RainWater Collection Project 
3:00- 4:00 pm  General Cleanup: See how much trash students throw into the 
garden! Make signs. Petition Custodial Engineer and Department for Street 
Trash Bins 
Greenhouse Activity/Tour                Tool Maintenance 

  Pollinators/Phenology: How to attract pollinating insects -Why are they valuable? 
Lecture (Bees +)  or – Butterflies, Beetles and Flies Oh my! 

 
  Nutrition: Eat Vegetables- Salad, Fruit Plate, and Grains,  

Mr. Steiner’s Pickle & Jams Tasting 



Our student- Aura P.  from BxTHS, myself, Mr. B., Paula  H. 
Amram, Dr. S. Jaye, in front of our newly painted  Mural on  

Earth Day 2015 



Our current Recycling Receptacles in our 

 Classrooms at BxTHS 



Field Trip to Inwood Park 



Michael and Myself in the Enchanted Garden last Spring 





Science Labs Past 



Students in Science Class 



 

Our Green Team form BxTHS; Monitored Earth Day 
Celebration and painted a new Environmental Student 
Designed Mural 


