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Team Up to Clean Up
Gardening Stewardship and Beautification Project

The Brooklyn Urban Garden Charter School is committed to school-wide and community learning through urban
gardening and interdisciplinary sustainability. This spring, students in the gardening program and the sixth and seventh
grade advisories worked on projects to expand the school's gardens and enrich their learning of the local environment.
Students set up a garden composting system, created a storm water diversion structure in the garden, built shelters for
birds and small mammals in the front yard, maintained the vermiculture (worm bin) compost, and taught the neighboring
pre-k basic gardening lessons. 
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Why This Contest?

This spring at BUGS students are focused 
on place-based projects in
grade-level advisories  and in the gardeing 
courses that address our ongoing 
Essential Question, “How can we use our 
creativity and our advocacy to care for the 
community.” Sixth and seventh grade 
projects are utilizing our outdoor spaces to 
plan and implement a learning garden and 
several garden beautification projects. The 
Team Up to Clean Up contest speaks to 
this initiative on many levels as the 
students are responsible for working 
together to transform our asphalt back lot 
and narrow front yard into workable and 
beautiful spaces for learning and growing.

























Project Planning:
The garden at BUGS is situated in the northwest corner of the asphalt yard in the 
back of the school building. Our objective this year is to transform the lot into a 
space that functions as a working garden, outdoor classroom, and exemplar of 
urban renewal and beautification in the community. To accomplish this goal we 
worked with our students in advisories and during the garden education courses
 to research and develop projects 
that addressed different driving 
questions focused on our garden’s 
needs. Our students conceived formal
Project Management* plans that 
outlined specific measures for
implementation such as:
objectives, roles,
materials/resources, and 
educational outcomes.



Student Involvement:
The sixth and seventh grade
advisories follow a project-based
learning model, which supports
student-led inquiry and
implementation.  BUGS students
were involved in each aspect of the
project design and implementation.
First, students used their prior
knowledge of urban gardening
from our field study program to
brainstorm ways to engage with the
BUGS garden. Then, students
worked with their advisories to research ideas and develop plans to 
implement their projects in the garden over the remainder of the school year.
Each student has a different role within the project from researchers, 
assemblers, and quality controllers. 
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