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T hing and Shirley know that Reducing, Reusing, and Recycling are really great 
things for our city and our planet!

That’s why they want you to get involved in the Golden Apple Awards. It’s a cool 
contest to see which schools can do the best job of spreading the word about 

recycling and other ways of making less waste and a better world!

It’s fun, it’s exciting, and your school could win big prizes! So, raise your hand 
today and tell your teacher that you want to enter the Golden Apple Awards.  

And be sure to tell your teacher to get more information from the people at the 
NYC Department of Sanitation.
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PET plastic bottles help keep you warm 

when they’re recycled into:

a) Toasters

b) Hot chocolate mix

c) Fiberfill for ski jackets

Each American generates approximately 
how much waste every day?a) 4 ½ poundsb) 1 pound

c) 1 ton

The Empire State Building could be filled 

to the top by what?

a) The contents of Stuff’s backpack

b)  The waste created in NYC 

in a week

c)   The leftovers from your  

school’s lunches

If you throw away a bottle today, how many 
years until it is completely decomposed?a) 10 years

b)  100 years
c)  So far off that we don’t know

Americans recycle how many steel cans 

every second?

a) 100

b)  34
c)  630

The NYC Department of Sanitation 
composts approximately 10,000 tons  
of what material?a) Yard wasteb)  Wood and plastic hangersc)  Old ironing boards

One aluminum can may be recycled up to:a) 10 times
b) two times
c) one time

The average American uses this much 

aluminum every year:

a) 42 pounds

b) 22 pounds

c) 2 pounds

If just 100 New Yorkers switched to coffee 
mugs from disposable cups, how many paper 
and foam cups would be saved in a year?
a) 50,000
b) 100
c) 5,000

Products made from recycled aluminum 

require how much less energy to make than 

products made fom new aluminum?

a) 10 percent

b) 95 percent

c) 25 percent

Answers on last page.
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Storm, Stuff, Wolverine, and Franny 
are doing their part to make 

things clean and beautiful. How 
about you?

Here’s a great way: Get your 
school involved in Team Up to 

Clean Up. It’s all about finding fun 
ways to clean up your school,  your 
neighborhood, or your city, and make 
it look terrific! The schools that 
come up with the best ideas, where 
everybody works together, will not 
only make their communities better 
places to live, but could win big 
prizes too!

Cleaning up makes people smile. 
So, raise your hand today and  

tell your teacher that you want 
to enter the Team Up to Clean Up 
contest. And be sure to tell your 
teacher to get more information from 
the people at the NYC Department  
of Sanitation. 
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Want to learn more about how 
to clean up our city and your 

planet? Of course you do!

So, tell your teacher to get 
the free NYC K-12 School 

RRResource Guide from the 
people at the NYC Department 
of Sanitation! It’s full of cool 
stuff that will help you and your 
teacher learn about exciting 
things like recycling, and 
reducing the waste we all create. 
And, it will give you great ideas 
for fun projects and things you 
can do to be a TrashMaster, too!

The NYC K-12 School RRResource Guide:
An exciting way for kids to learn about

Reducing, Reusing, and Recycling!
Ask your teachers about it!


