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House Numbers 

Street Names 

• Street was used for roads running north to south, or at right angles to the avenues. 

They were numbered consecutively from 1 St to 271 St. First St starts in the western 

portion of Queens. 

 

• Where two different street systems meet, there may have be one or more short 

streets between two consecutively numbered streets. The naming convention when 

this occurred was as follows, using the example of one or more streets between 20th 

St and 21st St (see #1 on map to left): 

 First street – 20 Place 

 Second street – 20 Lane 

 

• Avenue was used to designate roads running east and west. They were numbered 

consecutively from 1 Av to 162 Av, with 1 Av in the northern section of Queens. 

The naming convention for roadways running between consecutively numbered 

avenues was (see #2 on map to left): 

  First street – Road 

  Second street – Drive 

 

• Where there were short, curved streets the streets are named Terrace, Crescent or 

Court. 

 

• Where a road was sufficiently broad or important, it was given the suffix of 

Boulevard. A boulevard can run in any direction and cross any other street or 

avenue. 

 

• Some roads, such as Jericho Turnpike, wind or cut across numbered streets and 

avenues, making it impossible to give them numbered names. Others had historic 

significance, were identified with the former villages or had been named after 

someone (e.g. Steinway St). These names were kept wherever possible. 

Queens is the only borough in the city that uses a hyphenated numbering system 

which gives a descriptive coordinate of the location. For this example, let’s use 

59-10 57 Rd, outlined in red in the picture to the right. 

 

• The number before the hyphen are the lower of the nearest cross street or 

avenue, in this case, 59 St. 

 

• The numbers after the hyphen, 10 in this case, are based on a numbering 

system and represent the distance, expressed in lot intervals, between the street 

corner and the house. So many feet are one lot (it was assumed to be 20 feet per 

lot), which is given a unique house number. For wide lots a number was skipped 

every so often. Looking south, odd numbers are to the left, even numbers to the 

right, in ascending order. 

 

Back to this example, for 59-10, the number 10 would be divided by 2 (because 

half the number of lots would be on one side of the street, the other half would 

be on the opposite side), giving us 5. That’s five lots from the corner and, since 

we assume each lot is 20 feet, we’d multiply 5 by 20, which equals 100. 

An example of some of the oddities that arose when two former villages’ street systems met 

up, in this case Long Island City’s and Newtown’s, exists in Astoria, resulting in an odd 

jump in numbered streets. If you’re travelling southeast along Ditmars Blvd, you’ll pass 49 

St, Hazen St, then 70 St. The intervening numbered streets are located further south. 

Some facts about streets in Queens: 
 

• The renaming of streets and renumbering of houses took 17 years to complete. 

 

• Faced with opposition to the naming convention, Charles Underhill Powell, a chief engineer in the Topographical 

Bureau who designed the system, mailed out a jingle, written by the humorist Ellis Parker Butler who was a resident of 

Flushing, in an effort to clear things up. We’re guessing it didn’t. 
 

 In Queens, to find locations best 

 Avenues, roads and drives run west; 

 But ways to north or south 'tis plain 

 Are street or place or even lane. 

 

The following two lines finish the verse, but were not included in Powell’s mailing: 
 

 While even numbers you will meet 

 Upon the west and south of the street  

  

• To avoid confusion in the Rockaways, street numbers are preceded by Beach, short for, you guessed it…Rockaway Beach. 

 

• The task of compliance in obtaining new house numbers was helped along thanks to cooperation from the Borough 

Building Department in Queens, in the form of withholding permits for new buildings until the builders obtained the 

new building numbers from the Topographical Bureau. The same was true of the utility companies, both phone and gas. 

 

• During the changes, the number of dealers in house numbers became so great that the Topographical Bureau had to step 

in and curtail their activates. 

 

• The naming of roadways that run east and west avenues and roadways that run north and south streets is the opposite of 

Manhattan. 

 

• Some places resisted the name changes, which is why there are still so many named streets in Queens. In 2012, residents 

of Douglaston (in northeastern Queens) successfully pushed to have a half-dozen numbered roads in the Douglaston Hill 

historic district returned to their former names. The change cost over $3,000 because DOT needed to replace signs. Not 

everyone was so nostalgic about changing the names back to their early 20th century designations. One 86-year-old woman 

was quoted in a New York Times article as saying, “Seems like a waste of time to me.” 

 

Sources: Juniper Park Civic Association; thirteen.org (A Walk Through Queens); Greater Astoria Historical Society; NY Times; antique map copyright by Cartography Associates (David Rumsey collection) 

1. Example of 
Street, Place and 
Lane 

2. Example of 
Avenue, Road, 
Drive 

Notice that the street numbers generally run from 
lower to higher east to west and that the avenues 
run from lower to higher numbers north to south. 



The following four images show Queens as it was, as it could have been and how it is today. 
  
1.) 1898: Greater New York – The map shows current Queens neighborhoods, but it also does a good job to illustrate how Queens 
looked prior to 1898, when the borough was comprised of dozens of villages whose street networks and house numbers were 
unrelated to one another. 
  
2.) 1911: An Ideal Grid – The map shows how Queens might have looked had a grid with a true north-south orientation been used. 
  
3.) 1911: Manhattan-Oriented Grid – The map show how the streets might have looked if the Manhattan grid had been extended to 
Queens (excluding the Rockaways, which had it’s own street naming convention). 
  
4.) 1928: New Street Numbering System – This map shows how some of the streets are actually named overlaid with the true north-
south grid. 
 



1898 : Greater New York
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In 1898, the city as we know it today (Greater New York) was formed. 
It included Manhattan, the Bronx, Staten Island, Brookyn, and approximately 
half of Queens County. Queens County included the towns of Hempstead 
(except for the Rockaway peninsula), North Hempstead, and Oyster Bay 
which did not join New York City. These towns and their associated villages 
became part of the newly created Nassau County in 1899.



1911 : An Ideal Grid
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In 1911, the borough president of Queens, Maurice Connelly, directed his 
Topographical Bureau to make a thorough study of the problem of connecting 
the divergent existing road systems of the 60 former villages. Duplication of 
street names and numbers was a particular problem. One stated goal was for 
an observer to be able to visualize the location of any street or avenue 
by its number. An idealized grid was imagined with street numbers ascending 
from west to east and avenue numbers ascending from north to south. 
A true north south orientation of such an idealized grid is shown here.

Rockaways
Not part of plan



1911 : Manhattan-Oriented Grid
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A grid a lign ed w ith the Ma n ha tta n  grid co uld ha ve been  the idea l in stea d o f the 
true n o rth-so uth o rien ta tio n . The Queen sbo ro ugh Bridge (built 1909, n o w  the 
Edw a rd I. Ko ch Bridge) w a s a lrea dy a n  exten sio n  o f the Ma n ha tta n  grid 
(Ea st 59th Street) in to  Queen s (in  fa ct, it is a ltern a tely k n o w n  a s the 59th Street 
Bridge). Ea rlier, w hen  the w estern  Bro n x (1874) a n d the ea stern  Bro n x (1895) 
w ere in co rp o ra ted in to  New  Yo rk  City, a  simila r effo rt w a s ma de to  exten d 
Ma n ha tta n ’s grid n umberin g system in to  the Bro n x, lea vin g such fa r-flun g 
a n o ma lies a s Ea st 177th Street in  the hea rt o f Thro gs Neck  in  the ea stern  tip  

Ro ck a w a ys
No t p a rt o f p la n

o f the bo ro ugh.



1928 : New Street Numbering System
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By 1928, mo st o f the  stre e t naming (and ho u se  nu mbe ring) had be e n co nv e rte d 
to  the  ne w syste m. Old time rs co ntinu e d u sing the  o ld name s fo r se v e ral mo re  
de cade s, e .g., saying “Grand Av e nu e ” inste ad o f “30th Av e nu e .” The  o ld name s 
su rv iv e  in so me  su bway statio n name s (e .g., the  46 St – Bliss St statio n in 
Su nnyside  is no t at the  inte rse ctio n o f 46th and Bliss bu t rathe r indicate s that 
Bliss Stre e t was the  p re -1928 name  o f 46th Stre e t). Ev e n tho u gh the  ide al grid 
co u ld no t re p lace  the  actu al layo u t o f the  stre e ts as bu ilt, the  lo gic be hind it 
was able  to  be  su p e rimp o se d. And the  go al was fo r an o bse rv e r to  be  able  to  
v isu alize  the  lo catio n o f any Qu e e ns stre e t o r av e nu e  by its nu mbe r has be e n 
achie v e d.



Old Names, New Stations
Source: OEM GIS
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The Woodhaven Boulevard/Slattery Plaza 
station (see above, right) (E - M - R) was 
named after Army Engineer John Slattery 
(1877 - 1932).  Slattery Plaza was located 
in the area where Eliot Ave intersected with 
Horace Harding, Woodhaven, and Queens 
Boulevards intersected, and used to house 
a cluster of stores until it was demolished for 
the Long Island Expressway construction in 
the 1950s.

PLAYLAND

STEINWAY FACTORY

Although many of the subway lines and stations extending into the borough of Queens were built after the borough's street name 
overhaul, many still retain the old names of streets, and in doing so, a part of Queens' history.

The Beebe Ave/39 St station (N-Q) (see 
above) was named after George W. Beebe 
(mid 1800s), a Wall Street banker who lived 
in the area from 1850 - 1885.  The house 
pictured  right was located on Long Trains 
Meadow Road, and was owned by a member 
of the Beebe family in the 18th century.  Long 
Trains Meadow Road was one of the first 
roads built in the Queens area.  It led from 
Western Queens to the village of Newtown, 
and was used by the Hessians during the 
Revolutionary war.
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The Rockaway's Playland (located on present
day Beach 98 St) was built in 1902 and 
remained open at its beach-side location until 
quickly escalating insurance premiums caused 
it to close in 1982.  Although it used to extend
to the beach, it was shortened in the 1930s 
by Robert Moses for the construction of the 
Shore Front Parkway.  Playland also was home
to a famous roller coaster, the "atom smasher", 
named after the atomic bomb.
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The 46 St/Bliss St station (E-M-R) 
is named for NeziahBliss), a prom-
inent ship-builder and real estate 
developer of the 19th century. 
Bliss initially made his fortune in 
the steam boat business, learning 
from Robert Fulton and est-
ablishing Novelty Iron Works in 
1827 in Manhattan. Most of the 
steam boats in NYC were built 
using a Novelty engine. He is 
responsible for establishing NYC's 
first ferry system (1850), first 
drawbridge, as well as the majority 
of the development in Greenpoint, 
Brooklyn.  The community of 
Blissville (see left) was established 
by Bliss in the mid-19th century in
present-day Long Island City. 
Bliss St/46 St retains both signs.

The Steinway St station (M-R), shown left, was named after the re-
nowned piano factory located at the end of Steinway St in present 
day Astoria.  The factory, Steinway & Sons, was founded in 1853,
but the Astoria factory (which is still in use today) was not built until
the late 1870s.  A professional community, "Steinway Village" was
also established surrounding the factory grounds, and included a
free library, churches, local transportation, and an amusement park.
In addition to "Steinway Street", two streets were named after 
founder Heinrich Steinway's sons Albert and Theodore (present 
day 41 St and 42 St).

$ 0 1.50.75 Miles



Jefferson Hall
(Parental Home for Boys)

105
AV

148 ST

LIB
ERTY

 AV

97 AV

111 AV
134 ST

LINDEN BLVD

SOUTH RD

146 ST

144 ST

CRESSKILL PL SUTPHIN BLVD

LA
KE

WOOD AV

110
 AV

109
 AV

135 ST
VAN WYCK

EP

REMINGTON ST

PINEGROVE ST INWOOD ST

107
 AV

139 ST

143 ST

BRISBIN ST

SPA PL

WALTHAM ST

LLOYD RD

141 ST

133 ST

ARLINGTON TER

101 AV

104
 AV

142 ST

PRINCETON ST

102 AV

SHORE AV

145 ST

LU
X RD

FERNDALE AV

150 ST

LIN
CO

LN
ST

109 RD

106
 AV

107 RD

153 ST

GLASSBORO AV

LIVERPOOL ST

108
 AV

VWE NB
EXIT 4

VW
E SB

E XIT 3

140 ST

")

")

QUEENS
COLLEGE
(CUNY )

SCHOOLOFLAW
ATQUEENS
COLLEGE(CUNY ) 65 AV

15
3 S

T

MELBOURNE AV

68 AV

LONG IS EXWY

64 AV

68 DR

JEWEL AV

KISSENA BLVD

REEVES AV

70 RD

60 AV

62
RD

BOOTH MEMORIAL AV

14
8 S

T

14
8 P

L

69 RD

14
2 S

T

63
AV

71 AV

58 AV

58 RD

59 AV

61 RD

15
5 S

T

14
6 S

T

56 AV

14
9 S

T

LIE EB EXIT 24

LIE WB EXIT 23

68 RD

14
6 P

L

70 AV

69 AV

15
4 P

L

147 ST

15
0 S

T

GRAVETT RD

MA
IN

 ST

156 ST

15
2 S

T

!R

!Q

!N

!F !M!E

36 St
M-R

39 Av
N-Q

36 Av
N-Q

28 
ST 35 AV

NORTHERN BLVD

34 AV

38 AV

37 AV

40 AV

36 AV

39 AV

39
 S

T

AMTRAK
SUNNYSIDE

YD

35 
ST

33 
ST

30 
ST

29 
ST

38 
ST

34 
ST

24 
ST

CRES
CENT S

T

36 
ST

32 
ST

31 
ST

HONEYWELL ST

37 
ST

36 Av sta tion

39 Av sta tion

LGA
Airport

Flushing

College
Point

Whitestone

Bayside

Queens
Village

Bellerose

Broad
Channel

Fresh
Meadows

Ditmars

AstoriaLong
Island
City

Maspeth

Ridgewood

Woodhaven
South
Ozone
Park

JFK
Airport

Far
Rockaway

Rockaway
Park

Breezy
Point

Rosedale

St Albans
Jamaica

Forest
Hills

Rego
Park

Jackson
Heights

2012 | Que e nsboro Hill - P om onok1924 | Que e nsboro Hill - P om onok

1924 | South Ja m a ica 2012 | South Ja m a ica 1924 | Long  Isla nd  City - Astoria 2012 | Long  Isla nd  City - Astoria

QUEENS (1924)

An Aerial View of Queens: 1924 - 2012
A vie w of Que e ns from  the  a ir in 1924 re ve a ls a  la nd sca pe  still ve ry m uch in tra nsition. Som e  of the  urba nize d  a re a s we  m ig ht re cog nize  tod a y a re  visible  90 ye a rs a g o, but la rg e
portions of the  boroug h we re  still be ing  use d  a s fa rm la nd . Using  a e ria l im a g e ry ca pture d  in 1924 a nd  2012, this d ispla y hig hlig hts thre e  se ctions of Que e ns tha t re pre se nt d iffe re nt
sta g e s of the  tra nsition from  a  m ore  rura l e nvironm e nt to the  boroug h we  know tod a y.
Que e nsboro Hill – P om onok: The  first pa iring , ce nte re d  on the  pre se nt d a y Que e ns Colle g e  ca m pus, hig hlig hts a n a re a  tha t ha s be e n tota lly tra nsform e d . Much of the  visible  a re a
wa s fa rm la nd  in 1924. On the  site  of wha t would  be com e  Que e ns Colle g e  in 1937, Je ffe rson Ha ll is visible  (the  e a ste rnm ost of the  four la rg e r build ing s on the  future  ca m pus site ).
In 1924, this wa s the  a d m inistra tion build ing  for the  P a re nta l Hom e  for Boys. To the  northwe st sits a  one  room  schoolhouse  whe re  Wa lt Whitm a n once  ta ug ht.
South Ja m a ica : The  se cond  pa iring  in southe rn Que e ns shows a n a re a  in tra nsition. The  Va n Wyck Expre sswa y, visible  in the  curre nt im a g e ry, would  not a ppe a r in its curre nt form
until m a ny d e ca d e s la te r. Howe ve r, the  1924 la nd sca pe  shows tha t the  curre nt stre e t g rid  wa s a lre a d y la id  out, a nd  a  stroll d own the  stre e ts of this ne ig hborhood  would  ta ke  you
pa st som e  house s tha t a re  still sta nd ing  tod a y.
Long  Isla nd  City – Astoria : The  fina l pa iring  re pre se nts a  ne ig hborhood  tha t re ta ins m a ny sim ila r fe a ture s from  90 ye a rs a g o. While  the  d e m og ra phics a nd  m uch of the  physica l
la nd sca pe  ha ve  cha ng e d  d ra stica lly in the  inte rve ning  d e ca d e s, the  1924 vie w shows m a ny sig nifica nt fe a ture s tha t re m a in tod a y. Focusing  on the  tra nsporta tion infra structure , one
ca n se e  the  Sunnysid e  Ra il Y a rd  a s we ll a s the  BMT Astoria  line  (curre nt N & Q). In 1924 the  pre se nt d a y N/Q sta tions ha d  be e n in ope ra tion for se ve n ye a rs.
Im a g e ry cre d it: NY C De pa rtm e nt of Inform a tion Te chnolog y & Te le com m unica tions (DoITT)



Queens Demographics 
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Where do the Generations Live? 
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Non-English Speakers in Queens

Pro duced: 10/31/2014
So urce: 2008-2012 American Co mmunity Survey 5-Year Estimates, Tab le B16001

$

1 - Spanish 2 - Chinese
3 - Other Indic

languages 4 - Korean 5 - Russian

6 - Polish 7 - Italian 8 - Greek 9 - French Creole 10 - Tagalog

Data sho w n o n this map
are the languages sp o ken
at ho me b y residents aged
five years and o ver w ho
sp eak English less than
“very w ell”.
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Spanish 251,948 
Chinese 117,765 
Other Indic languages 39,384 
Korean 37,660 
Russian 19,164 
Polish 12,112 
Italian 11,695 
Greek 10,683 
French Creole 10,547 
Tagalog 9,791 
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