
Zoning for Quality and Affordability (ZQA) 

We had zoning regulations that were written decades ago and didn’t prioritize 
affordability – they were simply not up to the challenge of addressing our housing 
crisis while protecting our neighborhoods. 

We have acted now. Our changes will:  
1. Support the creation of senior and affordable housing 
2. Make it easier and less expensive to build affordable housing 
3. Improve ground floor spaces to support neighborhood quality of life 

How it works 

Outdated regulations were holding us back, so we made targeted changes to build 
an affordable New York. 

Increases building envelopes for senior and affordable housing to facilitate 
the building of space that is already allowed 

Reduces unnecessary and expensive 
parking requirements so that taxpayer 
money can be redirected towards more 
housing, and so that seniors aren’t stuck 
on long waitlists for affordable homes 
while development proceeds too slowly  

Updates rules to allow for 
better-quality buildings and 
5 feet for better ground-
floor retail, like day-care 
centers and supermarkets – 
so affordability goes hand-
in-hand with neighborhood 
quality of life 

(LiveOn NY) 

Learn more about Housing New York at nyc.gov/housing  


