Dear City Planning Commissioners,

On behalf of the many families in our congregations struggling to find affordable housing and remain in their
homes, we write in strong support of Mayor de Blasio’s plan to build and protect 200,000 affordable
apartments—enough housing for half a million people. And we write to support two key parts of that plan
that are before the City Planning Commission. The two zoning changes will mean thousands more
apartments affordable to our congregants.

Many of our congregations have deep experience building and supporting affordable housing in our
communities. It is one of the issues that most deeply affects the families we serve. And it is powerful to have
a City administration that is taking concrete steps to build and protect the affordable housing New Yorkers
so desperately need.

The first change, Mandatory Inclusionary Housing, will make it a hard and fast requirement to build
affordable housing under any new rezoning. For the first time in our city’s history, affordable housing will be
required by law. And the City has committed to use its resources, on top of the zoning rules, to drive rents
down the cost of new housing so it’s affordable for even more families, including those making as little as
$18,000 per year.

The other change we support will update long-outdated rules that make it unnecessarily costly and difficult
to build new affordable housing. That’s waste we can’t afford in midst of the worst affordable housing crisis
we’ve ever faced. These reforms will maximize the affordable housing we can build in our neighborhoods
and pave the way for new senior housing developments we need for our elders.

We know that there are many considerations and steps along the way to approval of these plans, and many
voices to be heard. It is our considered opinion that, in the interest of enabling generations of families to

live and thrive in the neighborhoods they love, these plans should be adopted.

Please join us in supporting of Mandatory Inclusionary Housing and the Zoning for Quality and Affordability
text amendments.

Sincerely,

Rev. Richard Del Rio
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Bishop Earl McKay The Church of God of Prophecy

Bishop Raymond Blanchette The Clergy Campaign for Social & Economic Justice
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