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This Tax Season Don’t Forget About the Earned Income Tax Credit

If you earned income in 2014, you might be eligible for free tax preparation services and valuable tax
credits like the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), and NYC Child Care Tax Credit, which in many cases
could mean you get money back from the government. The U.S. Government, New York State and New
York City all have programs and tax breaks in place to help low-income working people make ends meet.
Qualifying for these tax credits is based on your income and family size.

The Earned Income Tax Credit is available for federal, state and City taxes, and you can claim it even if
your income is too low to owe taxes. Click here to find income guidelines for the EITC and NYC Child
Care Tax Credit. If the amount of your tax credits is greater than the amount of taxes you owe, you'll get
money back from the government.

If you make less than $53,000 with children or less than $18,000 with no children, you qualify to use one
of the City’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites for free tax preparation services. VITA
volunteers will be able to tell you if you qualify for credits like the EITC and NYC Child Care Tax Credit.
Some VITA sites also allow you to enroll in the City’s SaveUSA program, which will match 50% of your
deposit (up to $500) if you save part of your tax refund for a full year. Some VITA sites also offer drop-
off service, or can offer assistance in filing your taxes online. For a map of NYC VITA sites in all five
boroughs, click here.

You may also be eligible to file your taxes online for free. If you earn $31,000 or less, you can file with
TurboTax Freedom Edition. If you earn between $31,000 and $60,000, you can file with
myfreetaxes.com.

If you want to get more information on tax credits and free tax preparation directly on your mobile
phone, text “Refund” to 97779 to sign up for daily texts from the NYC Department of Consumer Affairs
(text and data rates may apply, check with your cell phone provider).
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http://www.nyc.gov/html/dca/downloads/pdf/TaxCreditFastFacts.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dca/html/TaxMap/index.html
https://turbotax.intuit.com/taxfreedom/?vitaSiteId=S15091263
http://www.myfreetaxes.com/

