Greemwood Cemetery, Brocklyn

The 478 acre Greerwood Cemetery was one of the first rural cemeteries
in America and is thought to ke the finest American landscape in the
English picturesque garden tradition designed prior to the urban parks
of Prederick Law Olmsted. Plammed in the 1830's, the cumetery contains
a great variety of landscape features and a treasure of architectural
and sculptural momments. Greerwood was a popalar site for weskend
outings during the 12th century and its popularity as a rural retreat
was used by Andrew Jackson Downing as an argument for the creation of
public parks.

The original 178 acres of Greemvocd were laid cut and desagned by
landscape architect David Bates Douglass (1790-1849) in keeping with
the picturesque landscape theory that ¢alled for variety in the use of
natiral features. Great contrzcst is found in the landscape forms used
within the limited space of the ceanei-ery These include forests, open
lawns, lakes, hills, valleys, dells, etc. Accentuating the picturesgue
effect of the landscaping are th names given to these arcas. These
rnames which add to the naturalistic feel of the cemetery, are not
reminiscent of death ard mourning. Typical names for lasdscaped ele-
ments are Vista Hill, Halcycon Lake, Camellia Path, Sylvan Cliff, and
QCaken Bluff. Most of Douglass' layout is intact and much of the
original planting has reached its maturity and is considered to give
added grandeur to the cemetery. The original circulation system with
its curving roads and paths still existe, although the main roads have
been paved. Many of the ormate cast-iron signs denoting the street
and path names alsc remain in place, as does the large cast-iron fence
that surrounds the entire cemetery. The size of the cemstery expanded
during the 19th cenitury and the new areas were laid cut end landscaped
in a manner campatible with the original.

The tombs, monuments, and mausoleums of Greerwood were designed in
many forms and styles with Classical, Egyptian, Gothic, and Romanesgue
nausoleuns freely juxtaposed. Some of the monurents can be attributed
to preminent architects including Richard Upjohn, James Rersick,
Minard Lafever, Griffith Thomas, and William Potter, and many con-
tain extremely fine stained glzss and ironwork. Particularly notable
structures are the Landmark gates designed by R.M. Upjchn and the
large neo-Gothic mortvary chapel designed in 1911 by Warren & Wetmore.
Besides the mausoleums, the coretery has many tombs adorned with
sculpture, same desigived by notable conbamporary artists such as
Henry Kirke Brown, who designed the Dewitt Clinton tamb.

Greermocd is the final resting placs of mamy of New York's most
illustrious personages of the 19%h century. The list of those buried
here includes Samuel F.B. Morse, Richard U_, Fjchn, Javes Remwick,

Asher B. Durand, Eastman Johnson, George Catlin, TLouwis Comfort Tiffany,



Nathaniel Currier, James Ives, Peter Cooper, Iola Montez, "Boss®
Tweed, Henry Ward Beecheyr, Seth lLow, Plerre Iorillazﬂ and members of

prominent New York families such as Pz.errqnont Schermerhorn, Lispenard
and Niblo.

The cemetery retains the fam of its 19th-oentury landscaping and

is a morument to the development of the picturesque in America, It
contains a wealth of architecture, sculpture, and stained glass
designed by prominent as well as anonymous artisans, and is considered
one of the most beautiful urban open spaces in America.
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