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GEORGE WILLIAM AND ANNA CURTIS HOUSE
234 BARD AVENUE, STATEN ISLAND
BLocK 138/ LOT 166
BUILT: C. 1859
ARCHITECT: NOT DETERMINED
ORIGINAL OWNER: GEORGE WILLIAM AND ANNA CURTIS
STYLE: TRANSITIONAL ITALIANATE STYLE WITH GREEK REVIVAL STYLE ELEMENTS
PREVIOUS ACTIONS: HEARD SEPTEMBER 13, 1966
SIGNIFICANT ALTERATIONS: METAL SIDING REMOVED C. 1999

This house is apparently one of only two
surviving houses from an enclave of homes occupied
by prominent abolitionists in Livingston in the pre-
Civil War period (the other is the already designated
Samuel McKenzie Elliott House at 69 Delafield
Place).

It was the residence of the noted literary
figure and abolitionist George William Curtis (1824-
92) and his wife the former Anna Gould Shaw. Anna
Curtis’s father, the prominent businessman and
abolitionist Francis George Shaw, erected the house :
for the Curtises c. 1859. Her brother, Robert Gould Shaw, was killed in 1863 while leading the
first African-American regiment to see service in the war in an attack on Fort Sumter.

This frame house was designed in a transitional Italianate-style with some Greek Revival
elements; notable architectural elements include cross-gabled roof, Greek Revival entry with
side lights and columned porch. The house remains a largely intact example of early suburban
architecture on Staten Island.

Curtis was editor of Putnam’s Magazine and later of various Harper Brothers
publications including Harper's Weekly, Harper's Magazine, and Harper's Bazaar. A famous
lecturer and writer, his speeches and essays in favor of Abolition and in support of Union cause
were vastly influential. He was also a strong supporter of Women’s Suffrage and Civil Service
Reform and was president of the National Civil Service Reform League, 1881-92. This house
was a gathering place for leading figures in the arts, politics, and social reform movements of
the period.
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GOAT on the Web - NYC Dept. of City Planning GOAT Home | DCP_Home | NYC.gov Home

Function 1: Geographic Information by Address

Address Number (if any): 234
Street Name / Place Name: bard ave
Select Borough: Staten Island

%] show Political Information?

Geographic Information for 234 BARD AVENUE in STATEN IS
Report Error | View Help

Geographic Information:

Orientation: Address is on the right when facing from WALNUT STREET to HENDERSON AVENUE.
Zip Code: 10310 Community District 501

2000 Census Tract: 97 X /Y Coordinates: 954440 / 172037
2000 Census Block: 1012 Low House Number: 204

1990 Census Tract: 97 High House Number: 242

Dynamic Block: 201 Segment ID / Length: 0013735/ 357
LION Face Code: 560 Street Code: 1739001010
LION Sequence Number: 00080 Preferred LGC: 01

Low End Cross Streets: High End Cross Streets:

554200 WALNUT STREET 532600 HENDERSON AVENUE

City Service Information:

Police Borough

Command: 7 Sanitation District/ Section:  501/012
Police Precinct: 120 Sanitation Subsection: 2D

Fire Division: 8 Regular Sanitation Pick-Up: TF

Fire Battalion: 22 Recycling Sanitation Pick-Up: ET

Fire Company: E 156 DOT Street Light Area: 5

Health Area: 0300 School District: 31
Health Center District: 51 CD Eligibility: Ineligible
Political Information:

Congressional District: 13 Senatorial District: 23

Civil Court District: 1 City Council District: 49
Assembly District: 61 Election District: 42

http://geo.nycnet/dep/gt/f1 jsp?submit=true&house nbr=234&street_name=bard+ave&bor... 7/18/2011
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gov

= d always open
Bl}ild?ngs @ CLICK HERE TO SIGN UR FOR BUILDINGS MEWS
NYC Department of Buildings

Property Profile Overview

234 BARD AVENUE STATEN ISLAND 10310 BIN# 5003544

BARD AVENUE 234 - 234 Health Area - 300 Tax Block 1138
Census Tract 97 Tax Lot 1166
Community Board : 501 Condo :NO
Buildings on Lot D2 Vacant . NO

View DCP Addresses... Browse Block

View Zoning Documents View Challenge Results View Certificates of Occupancy

Cross Street(s): WALNUT STREET, HENDERSON AVENUE
DOB Special Place Name:
DOB Building Remarks:

Landmark Status: C - CALENDARED Special Status: N/A
Local Law: NO Loft Law: NO
SRO Restricted: NO TA Restricted: NO
UB Restricted: NO

Little 'E' Restricted: N/A Grandfathered Sign: NO
Legal Adult Use: NO City Owned: NO
Additional BiNs for Building: NONE

Special District: NONE

This property is not located in an area that may be affected by Tidal Wetlands, Freshwater Wetlands, or Coastal Erosion Hazard
Area. Click here for more information

Department of Finance Building Classification: B3-2 FAMILY DWELLING
Please Note: The Department of Finance's building classification information shows a building's tax status, which may not be the same as the legal use of
the structure. To determine the legal use of a structure, research the records of the Department of Buildings.

Total Open Elevator Records

Complaints
Violations-DOB
Violations-ECB (DOB)
Jobs/Filings

ARA /LAA Jobs

Total Jobs

Actions
OR Enter Action Type:

OR Select from List:
Select...

AND Show Actions

©® O O O O O O

Electrical Applications

Permits In-Process / issued
llluminated Signs Annual Permits
Plumbing Inspections

After Hours Variance Permits

If you have any questions please review these Frequently Asked Questions the Glossary, or call the 311 Citizen Service Center by
dialing 311 or (212) NEW YORK outside of New York City.

http://a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/PropertyProfileOverviewServlet?boro=5&houseno=23... 7/18/2011
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T Diled like its Doston predecessor, the

Pomesv. 1 1853 it was republished by Dix,

Edwards, and Company, and afterwards by
Miller and Curtlg, of which Mr, Francis G.
Shuw, Curtls' fatherdnlaw, wwag special
partner, The good firm also fulled with an
insolvency of some f10,000, which Mr, Curtis
considered his moml obligation %o velm-
burss o his father-indaw, Althoughit took
Lim some aisteen years (working Taboriously
botl in the Jecture and literary field) be sue-
ceeded in paying the debt—the success of
which crowns him as 8 may of noble charac-
ter and most zealous motives. .

His experience well fitted him for the
# Easy Chalr” andthe sertes of editorial arti-
cles entitled * The Lounger,” which he con-
tinued to write for Harper's Weekly, At
this time he also entered with renewed vigor
into the lecture feld, but whether It was open
to him by gecessity or his ultimate deslro to
come in direct contact with people is, af
cotrse, & matter of little concern, Both may
fiave nffected 3t, but his nobility of character
strongly convinces one that the latter was
the tnore pertingnt nnd probably the sole o~
tive, Hehsd an fnevitable intercst in peo-
ple, His divals were Beecher, Clinpin, Parks
er, Hmerson, Phillips, but w_wnu‘ were nof wwa

mpeers.  With the antislavery cause his
wﬁaﬁ% a5 well ss his editoriula deepened fnto

serous. of respongibility which made his

Tu 1858 and 1839 he publisl

“Tramps,” n serien of satires In the Harger's
Weekly.
Hewag delegate in 1860 to the Republican
Conventlon which nominsted Abraham Lin-
coln, Seward olso was & candidate, whom
Evarts strongly upheld, Joshua R, Giddings
moved that the clause, © Life, liberty, and the
‘pursuit of happi e ineorporated In the
platform, but was seslsted by aloud and des
termined opposition, Mr, Curtis, Hke Wet-
dell Phillips in Farenil Hall, felt his nation's
principles slighted, and arcee.

“yolding is arms he calmly faced the up~
roarious mass and walted. The spectacleof &
s who wouldi't be put down, st Tength so far
amused the delegates that they stopped to look
sthim. “Genilemen,’ rung ont that musical
wolee fu tonesof calm intensity, *this isihe
convention of free speech, and I have been given
the floor. I have only s few words o say o
you, but T shsll say thens i T stand here until
wemorrow wonilog”  Apain the tumult threat-
enud the yoof of the wigwem, sud again the
speiiker waited, s pluck and the chalrman's

changing The awendmient to the second resolu-
tion io make it in order he spoke ns witha
tongte of firs 1 its supportdaring the represen-
tativesof the party of reedom meeting of the
borders of the free prairies, in a hall dedicated

Ak

govel soon guve him snother chance. Switthully .
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