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1                        Proceedings

2               MR. HATCH:  Good afternoon and thank

3          you all for being here.  The Franchise and

4          Concession Review Committee Public Meeting

5          will now come to order.  Will the Clerk

6          please call the roll.

7               MS. RUIZ:  Mayor.

8               MR. HATCH:  Here.

9               MS. RUIZ:  Office of the Mayor.

10               MR. FURNAS:  Here.

11               MS. RUIZ:  Comptroller.

12               MR. FRIEDMAN:  Here.

13               MS. RUIZ:  Corporation Counsel.

14               MS. BARTH:  Here.

15               MS. RUIZ:  Office of Management and

16          Budget.

17               MS. QUINTIAN:  Here.

18               MS. RUIZ:  President, Borough of the

19          Bronx.

20               MR. SANCHEZ:  Here.

21               MS. RUIZ:  President, Borough of

22          Brooklyn.

23               MR. GOUNARDES:  Present.

24               MS. RUIZ:  President, Borough of

25          Manhattan.
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2               MR. CARAS:  Here.

3               MS. RUIZ:  President, Borough of

4          Queens.

5               MS. MARTINEZ-RUBIO:  Here.

6               MS. RUIZ:  President, Borough of

7          Staten Island.

8               MR. SHIPP:  Here.

9               MR. HATCH:  Will the Clerk please

10          call the first calendar item.

11               MS. RUIZ:  New York City Department

12          of Information Technology and

13          Telecommunications Calendar Item No. 1:

14               In the matter of the intent to seek

15          Franchise and Concession Review Committee

16          review relating to a proposed change of

17          control of a cable television franchise

18          held by Cablevision Systems New York City

19          Corporation, or Cablevision, in Brooklyn,

20          whereby Cablevision will be ultimately

21          controlled in majority part by Altice NV

22          and its parent entities.

23               A proposed resolution was submitted

24          relative thereto, and the resolution is

25          calendared for adoption.
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2               MR. HATCH:  Thank you.  Is there a

3          member who wishes to make a statement or

4          ask a question on this matter?

5               MR. FRIEDMAN:  Good afternoon.

6          Comptroller Stringer supports the approval

7          of Resolutions No. 1 and 2, which

8          authorizes the change of control of the

9          cable television franchise held by

10          Cablevision Systems in Brooklyn and the

11          Bronx to Altice.  Approval is based on

12          Altice's promise to comply with all of the

13          provisions of the existing franchises,

14          including critical clauses concerning

15          investment and broadband and public access

16          television.

17               Comptroller Stringer is pleased that

18          Altice has taken efforts to close the

19          digital divide through a new high-speed

20          Internet offering for low-income New

21          Yorkers and free high-speed Internet for

22          all Brooklyn and Bronx libraries.  The

23          Comptroller is also grateful for Altice's

24          commitment to ensuring that the Bronx and

25          Brooklyn will remain a leading media
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2          market in the United States on public

3          access broadcasting by continuing to

4          provide public educational government

5          access channel fees to BRIC, at least at

6          current levels, regardless of changes in

7          technology.  The Comptroller has long

8          recognized the extremely important role

9          played by public access broadcasting,

10          which provides diverse neighborhood level

11          programming that New Yorkers cannot find

12          anywhere else, and serve populations that

13          otherwise have no meaningful opportunities

14          in the field of media making, education,

15          and distribution.

16               In addition, the Comptroller

17          congratulates Altice and Communication

18          Workers of America for their recent

19          agreement, which guarantees that no

20          customer-facing jobs will be lost because

21          of this merger.  We are hopeful that this

22          agreement will pave the way for Altice and

23          the Public Service Commission to identify

24          and implement an employment plan that's in

25          the public interest of all New Yorkers.
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2          Altice has committed to us to build on

3          Cablevision's long-standing commitments to

4          support a work force that reflects the

5          extraordinary diversity of the Empire

6          State, from the board room to customer

7          representatives, and we hope that the

8          agreement with the PSC reflects this

9          commitment.

10               The Comptroller urges Altice to adopt

11          policies that ensure competitive video

12          market place for customers, including the

13          commitment not to charge usage-based

14          prices or impose data caps in the

15          moratorium on charging Internet connection

16          fees to online video providers, which

17          deliver large volumes of Internet traffic

18          to broadband customers.  These

19          consumer-friendly rules, which were

20          recently agreed to by Charter

21          Communications as condition to its

22          purchase of Time Warner Cable, are

23          consistent with the principles of net

24          neutrality, and the democratic principles

25          that support a free and open Internet.
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2               For all the reasons previously

3          mentioned, I support Resolutions No. 1 and

4          2 and look forward to working with Altice

5          to increase cable access in the Bronx and

6          Brooklyn, while also working with them to

7          continue to strive for improvement of

8          local hiring, diversity, and options for

9          low-income New Yorkers.  Thank you.

10               MR. HATCH:  Thank you.  Would any

11          other members like to make a statement?

12               (No response.)

13               MR. HATCH:  If not, would a member

14          please make a motion to move this item.

15               MR. GOUNARDES:  So moved.

16               MR. HATCH:  Will another member

17          please make a motion to second the item.

18               MR. SANCHEZ:  Second.

19               MR. HATCH:  Will the Clerk please

20          take the vote.

21               MS. RUIZ:  Mayor.

22               MR. HATCH:  Yes.

23               MS. RUIZ:  Office of the Mayor.

24               MR. FURNAS:  Yes.

25               MS. RUIZ:  Comptroller.
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2               MR. FRIEDMAN:  Yes.

3               MS. RUIZ:  Corporation Counsel.

4               MS. BARTH:  Yes.

5               MS. RUIZ:  Office of Management and

6          Budget.

7               MS. QUINTIAN:  Yes.

8               MS. RUIZ:  And on behalf of the

9          Borough Presidents, President, Borough of

10          Brooklyn.

11               MR. GOUNARDES:  Yes.

12               MS. RUIZ:  Calendar Item No. 1,

13          resolution is adopted.

14               MR. HATCH:  Will the Clerk please

15          call the second calendar item.

16               MS. RUIZ:  New York City Department

17          of Information Technology and

18          Telecommunications Calendar Item No. 2:

19               In the matter of the intent to seek

20          Franchise and Concession Review Committee

21          review relating to a proposed change of

22          control of a cable television franchise

23          held by Cablevision Systems New York City

24          Corporation, or Cablevision, in the Bronx,

25          whereby Cablevision will be ultimately
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2          controlled by Altice NV and its parent

3          entities.

4               A proposed resolution was submitted

5          relative thereto and the resolution is

6          calendared for adoption.

7               MR. HATCH:  Is there a member who

8          wishes to make a statement or ask a

9          question on this item?

10               (No response.)

11               MR. HATCH:  If not, will a member

12          please make a motion to move the item.

13               MR. SANCHEZ:  So moved.

14               MR. HATCH:  Will another member

15          please second the item.

16               MS. MARTINEZ-RUBIO:  Second.

17               MR. HATCH:  Will the Clerk please

18          take the vote.

19               MS. RUIZ:  Mayor.

20               MR. HATCH:  Yes.

21               MS. RUIZ:  Office of the Mayor.

22               MR. FURNAS:  Yes.

23               MS. RUIZ:  Comptroller.

24               MR. FRIEDMAN:  Yes.

25               MS. RUIZ:  Corporation Counsel.
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2               MS. BARTH:  Yes.

3               MS. RUIZ:  Office of Management and

4          Budget.

5               MS. QUINTIAN:  Yes.

6               MS. RUIZ:  On behalf of the Borough

7          Presidents, President, Borough of the

8          Bronx.

9               MR. SANCHEZ:  Yes.

10               MS. RUIZ:  Calendar Item No. 2,

11          resolution is adopted.

12               We ask that the Reporter make the

13          entire Public Meeting Agenda, which was

14          made publicly available and distributed at

15          this Meeting, part of the final record of

16          this proceeding.  That completes the

17          Calendar.

18               MR. HATCH:  Thank you.  Meeting

19          adjourned.

20               (Time noted:  2:43 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
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PUBLIC MEETING 
 

FRANCHISE AND CONCESSION REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2016 @ 2:30 P.M. 
 

2 LAFAYETTE, NEW YORK, NY 
 
 
NOTE: INDIVIDUALS REQUESTING SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETERS SHOULD CONTACT THE 
 MAYOR’S OFFICE OF CONTRACT SERVICES, 253 BROADWAY, 9TH FL., NEW YORK,  
 NEW YORK, N.Y. 10007 (212) 788-7490, NO LATER THAN SEVEN (7) BUSINESS DAYS PRIOR 
 TO THE PUBLIC MEETING. TDD USERS SHOULD CALL VERIZON RELAY SERVICE. 
 
Franchise and Concession Review Committee Joint Public Meeting  
Wednesday, May 11, 2016 @ 2:30 P.M. 
 
NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
 
No. 1:   IN THE MATTER of the intent to seek Franchise and Concession Review 
Committee review relating to a proposed change of control of a cable television franchise held 
by Cablevision Systems New York City Corporation (Cablevision) in Brooklyn whereby 
Cablevision will be ultimately controlled in majority part by Altice N.V and its parent entities. 
 
A proposed resolution was submitted relative thereto.  
RESOLUTION FOR ADOPTION. 
 
 
NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
 
No. 2:   IN THE MATTER of the intent to seek Franchise and Concession Review 
Committee review relating to a proposed change of control of a cable television franchise held 
by Cablevision Systems New York City Corporation (Cablevision) in the Bronx whereby 
Cablevision will be ultimately controlled in majority part by Altice N.V and its parent entities. 
 
A proposed resolution was submitted relative thereto.  
RESOLUTION FOR ADOPTION. 
 


