
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
June 27, 2001/Calendar No. 29 C 010162 MMQ 

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the New York City Department of Parks and 
Recreation pursuant to Sections 197-c and 199 of the New York City Charter for an amendment to 
the City Map establishing a park addition on the easterly side of the existing park within the block 
bounded by 68th Avenue, 108th Street, 68th Road, and Yellowstone Boulevard and any acquisition 
or disposition of property related thereto, Community District 6, Borough of Queens, in accordance 
with Map No. 4959 dated December 26, 2000 and signed by the Borough President. 

The application (C 010162 MMQ) for an amendment to the City Map was filed by the 

Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) pursuant to Sections 197-c and 199 of the New York City 

Charter. It involves an amendment to the City Map establishing a park addition on the easterly side 

of the existing Yellowstone Park (also known as Arthur Katzman Park) within the block bounded by 

68 Avenue, 108th Street, 68th Road, and Yellowstone Boulevard and any acquisition or disposition 

of property related thereto, Community District 6, Borough of Queens, in accordance with Map No. 

4959 dated December 26, 2000 and signed by the Borough President. 

BACKGROUND 

Yellowstone Park was established on the City Map within the block bounded by 68' Avenue, 

108th Street, 68th Road, and Yellowstone Boulevard pursuant to application No. CP-17957, adopted 

by the City Planning Commission on August 14, 1963 (Calendar No. 8) and by the Board of Estimate 

on October 31, 1963 (Calendar No. 140), approving Map No. 4318. Map No. 4318 was certified and 

filed on December 17, 1963 and became effective the next day. The City vested title to the land for 

park purposes on December 4, 1964. 
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The park is developed with walkways and trees and two small playgrounds. It is the only 

passive recreation area of this size in this neighborhood. 

The applicant proposes an amendment to the City Map establishing a park addition on the 

easterly side of the existing park and any acquisition or disposition of property related thereto, in 

accordance with Map No. 4959 dated December 26, 2000 and signed by the Borough President. This 

proposed addition, comprising Block 2158, Lot 20, was contemplated at the time Yellowstone Park 

was first mapped and to that end, an alternate alteration map, including Lot 20 in the park, was 

prepared, to be adopted instead of Map No. 4318; however, Lot 20 ultimately was not included in 

the park and the alternate map was never adopted. 

The proposed park addition is a privately-owned, 4,200 square-foot, vacant, partly wooded lot 

running through the block from 68th Avenue to 681h Road. It has 20 feet of frontage on 68th Road and 

22 feet of frontage on 68th Avenue. The existing park is approximately 71,600 square feet in area. To 

the east of and abutting this proposed park addition, on the same block, is a seven-story apartment 

building, The Lexington House, occupying Block 2158, Lot 28,extending along the entire 108th Street 

block front. 

DPR plans to acquire lot 20 and merge it into the existing park but leave the vegetation in its 

natural state to serve as a backdrop to the sitting area at the easterly end of the existing park. 

The site and the surrounding area west of 108th Street are zoned R7-1 and characterized by 

mid-rise residential buildings. To the east of 108th Street, the area is zoned R1-2 and characterized by 

detached, two-story single-family dwellings. 

An interagency conference was held on December 6, 2000. During that conference, inquiry 
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was made into the impact the proposed change would have on the operations or facilities of the invited 

agencies or utilities. No agencies or utilities expressed any objection to the proposal. 

The present owner of the subject lot 20 has filed plans to build two, four-story residential 

buildings on the lot, each to contain seven dwelling units. Those plans have been approved by the 

Department of Buildings (application No. 401054121) and the Board of Standards and Appeals 

(application No. 201-00-A).. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This application (C 010162 MMQ) was reviewed pursuant to the New York State 

Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the SEQRA regulations set forth in Volume 6 of 

the New York Code of Rules and Regulations, Section 617.00 et seq., and the City Environmental 

Quality Review (CEQR) Rules of Procedure of 1991 and Executive Order No. 91 of 1977. The 

designated CEQR number is 01DPROO4Q. The lead agency is the Department of Parks and 

Recreation. 

UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW 

This application (C 010162 MMQ) was certified as complete by the Department of City 

Planning on February 26, 2001 and was duly referred to Community Board 6 and the Borough 

President in accordance with Article 3 of the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) 

rules. 
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Community Board Public Hearing 

Community Board 6 held a public hearing on this application (C 010162 MMQ) on 

March 28, 2001 and on that date, by a vote of 29 in favor to 0 opposed with 1 abstention, adopted 

a resolution recommending approval of the application. 

Borough President's Recommendation 

This application (C 010162 MMQ) was considered by the Borough President who, on April 

5, 2001 held a public hearing and on April 16, 2001, issued a recommendation to approve the 

application. 

City Planning Commission Public Hearing 

On April 25, 2001 (Calendar No. 9) the City Planning Commission scheduled May 9, 2001 

for a hearing on this application (C 010162 MMQ). The hearing was duly held on May 9, 2001 

(Calendar No. 12). There were 13 speakers, 8 in favor of the application and 5 opposed. 

Speakers in favor of the application cited the need to preserve available passive recreation 

space in this neighborhood. 

Speakers opposed to the application included the present owner of lot 20 and his 

representatives. They cited the need for the additional housing that the two proposed residential 

buildings would provide. 

There were no other speakers and the hearing was closed. 

CONSIDERATION 

The Commission believes that this amendment to the City Map is appropriate. 

The Commission is aware of the competing uses for the property and has heard testimony 
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and received substantial correspondence both opposing the proposed residential development 

while applauding the proposed park addition, and opposing the park addition while supporting the 

proposed residential development. 

The Commission has carefully reviewed this proposal and notes that the proposed park 

addition will add 4,200 square feet of wooded land to an existing 71,600 square-foot park in a 

neighborhood with insufficient passive recreational land. Community District 6 has less than 1.9 

acres of open space per 1000 population, less than half the Queens average of 3.7 acres per 1000 

population. The establishment of this park addition will place the property under the jurisdiction of 

the Department of Parks and Recreation and help protect it as a public park. The proposal will 

facilitate the preservation of significant passive recreational land to accommodate and serve the 

local community, and is therefore appropriate. 

RESOLUTION 

Therefore, the City Planning Commission, deeming the proposed amendment to the City 

map and any related acquisition or disposition to be appropriate, adopts the following resolution: 

RESOLVED, that the City Planning Commission finds that the action described herein 

will have no significant impact on the environment; 

and be it further 

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Sections 197-c and 199 of the 

New York City Charter, that based on the environmental determination and the consideration 

described in this report, the application (C 010162 MMQ) for an amendment to the City Map 

establishing a park addition on the easterly side of the existing Yellowstone Park (also known as 
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Arthur Katzman Park) within the block bounded by 68th Avenue, 108th Street, 68th Road, and 

Yellowstone Boulevard and any acquisition or disposition of property related thereto, Community 

District 6, Borough of Queens, in accordance with Map No. 4959 dated December 26, 2000 and 

signed by the Borough President, is approved, 

all such approvals being subject to the following condition: 

The subject amendment to the City Map shall take effect on the day following the day on 

which certified counterparts of Map No. 4959 are filed with the appropriate agencies in 

accordance with Section 198 subsection c of the New York City Charter; 

The above resolution, duly adopted by the City Planning Commission on June 27, 2001 

(Calendar No. 29) is filed with the Office of the Speaker, City Council and the Borough President, 

in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of the New York City Charter. 

JOSEPH B: ROSE, Chairman 

ANGELA M. BATTAGLIA, AMANDA M. BURDEN, A.I.C.P., 
IRWIN G. CANTOR, P.E., ANGELA R. CAVALUZZI, R.A., 
KATHY HIRATA CHIN, Esq., ALEXANDER GARVIN, MARILYN G. GELBER, 
KENNETH J. KNUCKLES, Esq., JOHN MEROLO, Commissioners 

Commissioner WILLIAM J. GRINKER voting no 
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Queens Borough President Recommendation 

APPLICATION: ULURP # 010162 MMQ COMMUNITY BOARD: Q06 

DOCKET DESCRIPTION 

IN THE MATTER of an application submitted by the New York City Department of Parks and 
Recreation pursuant to Sections 197-c and 199 of the New York City Charter for an amendment to 
the City Map establishing a park addition on the easterly side of the existing park within the block 
bounded by 68th Avenue, 108th Street, 68th Road, and Yellowstone Boulevard and any acquisition 
and disposition of property related thereto, Community District 6, Borough of Queens, in accordance 
with Map No. 4959 dated December 26, 2000 and signed by the Borough President. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

A Public Hearing was scheduled in the Conference Room at Borough Hall, located at120-55 Queens 
Boulevard on Thursday, April 5, 2001 at 10:30 AM pursuant to Section 82(5) of the New York City 
Charter and was duly advertised in the manner specified in Section 197-c (I) of the New York City 
Charter. The applicant made a presentation. Four speakers spoke in favor, including a 

representative from Assemblyman Cohen's office, and one person spoke against the application. 
The hearing was closed. 

CONSIDERATION 

Subsequent to a review of the application, the following issues and impacts have been identified: 

o The application is for an amendment to the City Map to establish a park addition, expanding the 
existing Yellowstone Park; 

o The site (Block 2158,Lot 201 is a narrow, vacant, through-lot, zoned R7-1; 

o The site is located between the actively used Yellowstone Park arid a six-story apartment 
building; 

o The proposed park addition will enhance the quality of life for residents by providing additional 
park space; 

o A petition signed by over three hundred area residents supporting the park addition was 
submitted to my office at the hearing; 

. . 
o Community Board 6 at their March 28, 2001 public hearing supported the application by a vote 

of 29-0-1. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Based on the above consideration, I hereby recommend approval of the proposed action. 
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