
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
July 10, 2002/Calendar No. 25 C 020276 HAK 
IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Housing Preservation 
and Development (HPD): 

1) Pursuant to Article 16 of the General Municipal Law of New York State for: 

the designation of 1644 St Johns Place (Block 1387, Lot 35), as an Urban 
Development Action Area; 

an Urban Development Action Area Project for such area; and 

2) pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City Charter for the disposition of such 
property to a developer selected by HPD; 

to facilitate rehabilitation of an existing building for use as a community facility. 

Approval of three separate matters is required: 

The designation of Block 1387, Lot 35 in the Borough of Brooklyn, as an Urban 

Development Action Area; 

An Urban Development Action Area Project for such property; and 

The disposition of such property to HPD. 

The application for the disposition was submitted by the Department of Housing, Preservation 

and Development on December 24, 2001. 

Approval of this application would facilitate rehabilitation of a three-story building as a 

community facility on the site as described above. The proposed project is tentatively known as 

St. Johns Place Family Center. 

Disclaimer
City Planning Commission (CPC) Reports are the official records of actions taken by the CPC. The reports reflect the determinations of the Commission with respect to land use applications, including those subject to the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP), and others such as zoning text amendments and 197-a community-based  plans. It is important to note, however, that the reports do not necessarily reflect a final determination. Certain applications are subject to mandatory review by the City Council and others to City Council "call-up".



The Department of Housing Preservation and Development states in its application that: 

The Disposition Area consists of an underutilized vacant building which tends to 
impair or arrest the sound development of the surrounding community, with or 
without tangible physical blight. Incentives are needed in order to induce the 
correction of these substandard, unsanitary and blighting conditions. The project 
activities would protect and promote health and safety and would promote sound 
growth and development. The proposed Disposition Area is therefore eligible to 
be an Urban Development Action Area and the proposed project is therefore 
eligible to be Urban Development Action Area Project pursuant to Article 16 of 
the General Municipal Law. 

BACKGROUND 

The Department of Housing Preservation and Development seeks approval of an Urban 

Development Action Area designation and project, and disposition of city-owned property to 

facilitate the development of a community facility for the use of the Saint Johns Place Family 

Center, located in Community District 8, Crown Heights Brooklyn. 

1644 St. Johns Place (Block 1387, Lot 35) a triangular shaped lot (25 wide x 100 feet deep) of 

approximately 1,250 square feet is located on St. Johns Place between Buffalo and Ralph 

avenues in an R6/ C2-3 zoning district. The lot contains a vacant and extremely deteriorated 

three-story residential building which is adjacent to a three-story residence and vacant lot owned 

by the St. Johns Place Family Center and used as a community garden. The sponsor of this 

proposal, the St. Johns Place Family Center, operates 97 units of transitional housing for 

formerly homeless families and 33 units of permanent housing in a row of buildings adjacent to 

the community garden. The area surrounding the subject site is residential with four-story 
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apartment buildings and three-story rowhouses. HPD intends to dispose of the subject property to 

a developer to be determined by HPD. 

The proposed project would consist of a gut rehabilitation of this building into 2,460 square feet 

of program/office space for the adjacent St. Johns Place Family Center. The building would be 

used for community programs primarily aimed at local children such as after school activities, 

academic enrichment and summer programs. The first floor would contain flexible open meeting 

space, a kitchenette and a bathroom. The second floor would contain a recreational area, library, 

computer room, and bathroom, and the third floor would contain offices and an activity room. 

The rear yard would be maintained as a garden. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This application (C 020276 HAK ) was reviewed pursuant to the New York State Environmental 

Quality Review Act (SEQRA), and the SEQRA regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New 

York Code of Rules and Regulations, Section 617.00 et seq. and the City Environmental Quality 

Review (CEQR) Rules of Procedure of 1991 and Executive Order No. 91 of 1977. The 

designated CEQR number is 01HPD014K. The lead agency is the Department of Housing 

Preservation and Development. 

After a study of the potential environmental impact of the proposed action, a Negative 

Declaration was issued on June 25, 2001. 
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UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW 

This application (C 020276 HAK) was certified as complete by the Department of City Planning 

on February 19, 2002, and was duly referred to Community Board 8 and the Borough President, 

in accordance with Article 3 of the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) rules. 

Community Board Public Hearing 

Community Board 8 held a public hearing on this application on April 11, 2002, and on that date, 

by a vote of 28 to 0 with 3 abstentions, adopted a resolution recommending approval of the 

application. 

Borough President Recommendation 

This application was considered by the Borough President, who issued a recommendation 

approving the application on May 29, 2002. 

City Planning Commission Public Hearing 

On May 29, 2002 (Calendar No. 1), the City Planning Commission scheduled June 12, 2002, for 

a public hearing on this application (C 020276 HAK). The hearing was duly held on June 12, 

2002 (Calendar No.6). There were two speakers in favor of the application, and none in 

opposition. 

A representative from the Settlement Housing Fund spoke in favor of the application giving an 

overview of their involvement on the block. A representative of HPD spoke in favor of the 
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application and indicated that he could provide the Commission with information on the benefits 

of the UDAAP program. 

CONSIDERATION 

The Commission believes that the application for disposition of city-owned property located at 

Block 1387, Lot 35 to facilitate the development of the St Johns Place Community center is 

appropriate. 

The approval of this application facilitates the return of this lot to private ownership while 

reducing management and oversight burdens and, since the subject site is adjacent to sites 

already operated by the intended sponsor, expands the range of services to be provided by that 

organization. Disposition would make possible the return of this property to productive use and 

the elimination of its blighting influence on the neighborhood. 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS the Department of Housing Preservation and Development has recommended the 

designation of 1644 St. Johns Place (Block 1387, Lot 35), located in Community District 8, 

Borough of Brooklyn as an Urban Development Action Area; and 

WHEREAS the Department of Housing Preservation and Development has also recommended 

the approval of an Urban Development Action Area for such property; 
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THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED that the City Planning Commission, after due consideration 

of the appropriateness of the action, certifies its unqualified approval of the following matters 

pursuant to the Urban Development Action Area Act: 

the designation of 1644 St Johns Place (Block 1387, Lot 35), as an Urban 

Development Action Area; 

an Urban Development Action Area Project for such area; and 

the City Planning Commission recommends that the New York City Council find that: 

The present status of the area tends to impair or arrest the sound development of the 

municipality; 

The financial aid in the form of tax incentives to be provided by the municipality pursuant 

to Section 696 of the Urban Development Action Area Act is necessary to enable the 

project to be undertaken; and 

The project is consistent with the policy and purposes stated in Section 691 of the Urban 

Development Action Area Act; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Planning Commission finds that the action 

described herein will have no significant impact on the environment; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Section 197-c 
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of the New York City Charter, that based on the environmental determination and the 

consideration described in this report, the application of the Department of Housing Preservation 

and Development for the disposition of city-owned property located at 1644 St. Johns Place 

(Block 1387, Lot 35), Community District 8, Borough of Brooklyn, to a developer to be selected 

by the Department of Housing Preservation and Development to facilitate rehabilitation of an 

existing building for use as a community facility, is approved. 

The above resolution (C 020276 HAK), duly adopted by the City Planning Commission on July 

10, 2002 (Calendar No.25), is filed with the Office of the Speaker, City Council, and the 

Borough President in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of New York City 

Charter. 

KENNETH J. KNUCKLES, ESQ., Vice-Chairman 
ANGELA M. BATTAGLIA, IRWIN G. CANTOR, P.E., ANGELA R. CAVALUZZI, R.A., 
JANE D. GOL, WILLIAM J. GRINKER, JOHN MEROLO, JOSEPH B. ROSE, 
Commissioners 

Richard W. Eaddy, Karen A Phillips, Commissioners, abstaining 
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APPLICATION ji c 020276 FLAK 

DOCKET DESCRIPTION' 

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD): 

1) pursuant to Article 16 of the General Municipal Law of New York Stale for 

a) the designation of 1644 St Johns Place (Block 1387, Lot 35). as an Urban Development Action Area; 

b) an Urban Development Action Area Project for such area, and 

2) pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City Charter for the disposition of such property to a developer selected by 

HPO; 

to facilitate rehabilitation of an existing building for use as a community facility 

COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 

BOROUGH brooklvn BOROUGH BOARD 

April 11, 2002 LOCATION Marcus Garvey Nursing Hone DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
' 810 St. Marks Ave, Bklyn 

WAS QUORUM PRESENT? X YES NO ,c. !.ur:.c he ,:::.7 :flqu::P: a rio:um of 2°1 of the apirbInz1 
:..... : :,.. ,. :, . 1- :.J ,:ent fewer than seven suct. 

VOTE ADOPTING RECOMMENDATION TAKEN 

DATE April 11, 2002 LOCATION _810 st_markg Am. Rklyn 

RECOMMENDATION 

X APPROVE APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS 

DISAPPROVE DISAPPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS 

EXPLANATION OF RECOMMENDATION-MODIFICATION/CONDITIONS (.4:: ,J,J.::Cional sheets If necessary) 

. 
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VOTING 

IN FAVOR 28 AGAINST 0 ABSTAINING 3 

TOT MEMBERS POINTED TO BOARD 42 

att,-;---- 
COMMUNITY/BORO GH BOARD OFFICER 

April 12, 2002 . Chairperson 
DATE TITLE 



community purposes by residents, The Borough President also urges the center to consciet piantings in iront 

building to provide more open, green space for the area. FinalIy, the Borough President commends the St. John's Family 

Center for its commitment to both the facility's residents and the residents of the neighborhood. 

O RECOMMENDATION ATTACHED 

O OMMENDATION TO FOLLOW 

OROUGH PRESIDENT DATE 

May 29, 2002 

. 

Brooklyn Borough President CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Recommendation 22 Fteade Street, New York, NY 10007 
FAX # (212) 720-3356 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Return this completed form with any attach- 2. Send one copy with any attachments to the 

merits to the Calendar Information Office, applicants representatives as indicated on 

City Planning Commission, Room 2E at the the Notice of Certification. 

above address. 

APPLICATION # 020276 HAK 

DESCRIPTION St. John's Place Family Center 

COMMUNITY DISTRICT NO. 8 BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN 

RECOMMENDATION 

La APPROVE 
0 APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS 
0 DISAPPROVE 
O DISAPPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS 

EXPLANATION OF RECOMMENDATION - MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS 

The Borough President encourages the administrators of the St. John's Place Family Center to work with the Trust for 

Public Land to combine the rear yard of the facility with the immediately adjacent garden that is currently utilized for 
. . _ . _2 LI__ 

BBPO LPND USE Fax :713-802-3920 May 29 2032 r.vz. 


