
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

January 9, 2008/Calendar No. 16                                      C 070451 PCQ 

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Queens Public Library and the 
Department of Citywide Administrative Services pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York 
City Charter for site selection and acquisition of property located at 89-25 Merrick Boulevard 
(Block 9798, Lot 15), for an expansion of a library, Borough of Queens, Community District 12.  

The application was filed by Queens Public Library (QPL) and the Department of Citywide 

Administrative Services (DCAS) on May 1, 2007. The application for acquisition of property by 

the City would facilitate the construction of the Children’s Library Discovery Center of the 

Queens Public Library at 89-25 Merrick Boulevard in the Jamaica, Queens Community District 

12.  

 

BACKGROUND 

This site acquisition proposed by the Queens Public Library (QPL) and the Department of 

Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS) is intended to facilitate the construction of the new 

Children’s Library Discovery Center.   The property proposed to be acquired by the City (Block 

9798, Lot 15) consists of a one-story building and is contiguous to the Central Library.  It was 

purchased by the Library in 2001 to secure the property for expanded public library service.   

Following purchase, the Library performed selected renovation and stabilization of the building. 

 Site acquisition of the property by the City would result in establishing a City-owned facility 

and would restore funding to the library for the expenses incurred to date for purchase and 

stabilization of the property.   

 
The subject site is approximately 7,230 square foot and is located at the northeast corner of the 
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intersection of 90th Avenue and Merrick Boulevard, in Downtown Jamaica.   The site is 

occupied by a 14,500 square foot, one-story building that is above grade with a lower level.  The 

project includes demolition of the existing structure and establishment of an approximately 

22,000 square foot new facility contiguous to the Central Library, consisting of two stories above 

grade with a lower level.   The new building will be designed with the capability to construct an 

additional three stories or more above grade. 

 

The site is located in a C4-5X zoning district within the Downtown Jamaica Special District. The 

blocks surrounding the site are composed of medium density residential buildings to the north 

and east, commercial uses and a bus terminal at the 165th Street pedestrian mall to the west and 

an at grade public parking lot to the south. 

 

The Queens Central library is the central branch of the Queens Library system which currently 

operates 64 facilities that provide public library services and programs for all age groups.   The 

library serves the surrounding community by providing book lending, educational and 

recreational programming, internet access and computer facilities.   

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This application (C 070451 PCQ) was reviewed pursuant to the New York State Environmental 

Quality Review Act (SEQRA), and the SEQRA regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New 

York Code of Rules and Regulations, Section 617.00 et seq. and the New York City 

Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) Rules of Procedure of 1991 and Executive Order No. 91 
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of 1977.  The lead agency is Queens Public Library. The designated CEQR number is 

07QPL002Q.  

After a study of the potential environmental impacts of the proposed action, a Negative 

Declaration was issued on February 28, 2007.  

UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW 

This application (C 070451 PCQ) was certified as complete by the Department of City Planning 

on August 20, 2007, and was duly referred to Community Board 12 and the Queens Borough 

President in accordance with Title 62 of the Rules of the City of New York, Section 2-02(b). 

Community Board Public Hearing 

Community Board 12 held a public hearing on this application on October 21, 2007, and on 

October 29, 2007, by a vote of 15 to 0 with no abstentions, adopted a resolution recommending 

approval of the application.    

Borough President Recommendation 

This application was considered by the Queens Borough President, who issued a 

recommendation approving the application on December 4, 2007.  

City Planning Commission Public Hearing 

On December 5, 2007 (Calendar No. 13), the City Planning Commission scheduled December 

19, 2007 for a public hearing on this application (C 070451 PCQ).  The hearing was duly held on 

December 19, 2007 (Calendar No. 33).  There was one speaker, representing Queens Public 
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Library, in favor of the application and none in opposition.   

There were no other speakers and the hearing was closed. 

 

CONSIDERATION 

The City Planning Commission believes that the site acquisition of property located at 89-25 

Merrick Boulevard (Block 9798, Lot 15), for an expansion of the Queens Central Library, is 

appropriate. 

The Commission notes that the site to be acquired is contiguous to the Queens Central Library 

and has been owned by Queens Central Library since 2001.  Acquisition of this property by the 

City will facilitate the proposed expansion of the central library and implementation of the new 

Children’s Library Discovery Center, enabling the library to provide expanded children’s 

services and to better serve the needs of the local community as well as regional requirements for 

conventional and progressive children’s learning experiences.   

 

RESOLUTION 

RESOLVED, that the City Planning Commission finds that the action described herein will 

have no significant impact on the environment; and be it further 

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Section 197-c and 200 of the New 

York City Charter, that based on the environmental determination, and the consideration and 

findings described in this report, the application (C 070451 PCQ) of Queens Public Library and 

the Department of Citywide Administrative Services pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York 
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City Charter for site selection and acquisition of property located at 89-25 Merrick Boulevard 

(Block 9798, Lot 15), for an expansion of a  library, Borough of Queens, Community District 12, 

 is approved.   

The above resolution (C 070451 PCQ), duly adopted by the City Planning Commission, on 

January 9, 2008 (Calendar No. 16), is filed with the Office of the Speaker, City Council, and the 

Borough President in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of the New York City 

Charter. 

AMANDA M. BURDEN, AICP, Chair 
KENNETH J. KNUCKLES, Esq., Vice Chairman 
IRWIN G. CANTOR, P.E., ANGELA R. CAVALUZZI, R.A., 
ALFRED C. CERRULLO, III, BETTY Y. CHEN, MARIA M. DEL TORO, 
RICHARD W. EADDY, JOHN MEROLO, KAREN A. PHILLIPS, Commissioners 
 

SHIRLEY A. MCRAE, Commissioner, Abstaining 
 


