
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION  
February 4, 2015, Calendar No. 3                                                                        C 140282 MMX 
  
 
IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the New York City Department of 
Transportation and the New York City Department of Design and Construction, pursuant to 
Sections 197-c and 199 of the New York City Charter, for an amendment to the City Map 
involving: 
 

• the establishment of Library Lane between Briggs Avenue and Bainbridge Avenue; and 
• the adjustment of grades necessitated thereby; 

 
including authorization for any acquisition or disposition of real property related thereto, in the 
Borough of The Bronx, Community District 7, in accordance with Map No. 13135 dated 
September 3, 2014 and signed by the Borough President. 
  
 

The application (C 140282 MMX) for an amendment to the City Map involving the  

establishment of Library Lane between Briggs Avenue and Bainbridge Avenue; and the 

adjustment of grades necessitated thereby, including authorization for any acquisition or 

disposition of real property related thereto, was filed by the New York City Department of 

Transportation and the New York City Department of Design and Construction on February 14, 

2014 in order to facilitate the construction of a new pedestrian connection to the Bronx Public 

Library.  

 

BACKGROUND 

The proposed mapping action seeks the establishment on the City Map of an existing unmapped 

street known as Coles Lane. It is open and in use for both vehicle and pedestrian access. In 

addition to mapping the street, the proposed action would formally change the street name to 

Library Lane which would reflect its potential function, once improved, as an important 

pedestrian connection to the Bronx Public Library located on the west side of East Kingsbridge 

Road. In addition to formalizing the street as a mapped City street, the proposed action would 

allow for the acquisition of part of a lot that is currently privately-owned, but within the 

proposed mapped street bed.  

 

Coles Lane is currently built to a width of approximately 35 feet. It is not a mapped City street, 
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however, is City-owned. The eastern section of Coles Lane is currently accessible to vehicles 

with two-way traffic that provides vehicular access to and from Poe Place, which is an unmapped 

private drive. The street functions more like an alley with a single, unmarked lane used by all 

vehicles. A sidewalk is provided on the south side of Coles Lane along the entire length of the 

street; on the north side, a sidewalk is provided east of Poe Place only. The western portion of 

Coles Lane is limited to pedestrian access via stairs and a sidewalk. The sidewalks along the 

project corridor are generally uneven and range from below street grade to several feet above. 

Moreover, the sidewalks on the western portion of the corridor are at a grade that does not 

conform to the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) requirements and the steps are a significant 

barrier. In addition, the overall corridor including the street, sidewalks, ramps and stairs are in 

need of repair and upgrade. Curbs are unevenly placed and are constructed of several different 

materials, including concrete and wood. In general, the quality of pedestrian facilities is low. 

Both vehicular and pedestrian usage of the street has been observed at low to moderate volumes. 

 

The proposed city map amendment would facilitate the establishment of Library Lane at a 35 

foot width on the City Map and would allow the proposed land acquisition and street 

improvements to proceed. The total area of the proposed street mapping is approximately 7,500 

square feet. 

 

Once the street is mapped, the total area of privately-owned land proposed to be acquired and 

incorporated into the street is approximately 1,500 square feet. This additional land would then 

be used in conjunction with the City-owned property to provide a fully redeveloped and ADA 

compliant pedestrian corridor designed with new ramps, steps, and an enhanced pedestrian 

access between Bainbridge Avenue and Briggs Avenue/East Kingsbridge Road. The proposed 

project calls for the reconstruction of the entire street with new curbs and sidewalks, replaced 

and relocated utilities, new paved surfaces and pavement markings, and new pedestrian facilities. 

With the proposed project, vehicular access would be maintained to Poe Place. West of Poe 

Place would be reserved for pedestrians only with new stairs, a landing and ADA-accessible 

ramps. 

 

The project site lies within R7B and C4-4 zoning districts. Land uses surrounding the project site 

include a mix of residential, commercial and vacant land. To the south and east of the project site 
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the residential building types include a mix of multi-family walk up and elevator buildings. To 

the west of the project site commercial uses include office space with ground floor retail uses. 

Fordham University is located to the east of the project site. 

 

Affected agencies and utilities were polled by email on April 25, 2014 regarding the proposed 

amendment to the City Map. Currently, no city agencies have any objections to the proposal.    

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This application (C 140282 MMX) was reviewed pursuant to the New York State Environmental 

Quality Review Act (SEQRA), and the SEQRA regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New 

York Code of Rules and Regulations, Section 617.00 et seq., and the City Environmental Quality 

Review (CEQR) Rules of Procedure of 1991 and Executive Order No. 91 of 1977. The 

designated CEQR Number is 14DOT002X. The lead agency is the Department of 

Transportation.  

 

After a study of the potential environmental impact of the proposed action, a Negative 

Declaration was issued on January 2, 2014.  

 

UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW 

This application (C 140282 MMX), was certified as complete by the Department of City 

Planning on September 15, 2014, and was duly referred to The Bronx Community Board 7 and 

The Bronx Borough President in accordance with Title 62 of the Rules of the City of New York, 

Section 2-02(b). 

 

COMMUNITY BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 

Community Board 7 held a public hearing on this application (C 140282 MMX) on November 5, 

2014, and on November 18, 2014 by a vote of 22 to 0, with 0 abstentions, adopted a resolution 

recommending the application be approved.    

 

BOROUGH PRESIDENT RECOMMENDATION 

This application (C 140282 MMX) was considered by the Borough President of The Bronx, who 

on December 22, 2014 issued a recommendation approving the application.   
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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING 

On December 17, 2014 (Calendar No. 1), the City Planning Commission scheduled January 7, 

2015 for a public hearing on this application (C 140282 MMX). The hearing was duly held on 

January 7, 2015 (Calendar No. 13). There were four speakers in favor of the application and 

none opposed. 

 

Representatives from the Department of Design and Construction along with their representative 

described the proposal and discussed how the proposal will be a benefit to the surrounding 

community. 

 

There were no other speakers and the hearing was closed.  

 

CONSIDERATION 

The City Planning Commission believes that this amendment to the City Map is appropriate.  

 

The Commission notes that the existing unmapped street, Coles Lane, is a substandard poorly 

maintained and unsafe pedestrian and vehicular access way. The Commission recognizes  that 

establishing the street on the City Map would facilitate a much needed reconstruction of the 

street providing for a fully redeveloped and ADA compliant pedestrian corridor between 

Bainbridge Avenue and Briggs Avenue/East Kingsbridge Road. The Commission believes that 

the proposed street improvements, which include ADA compliant ramps, new steps with 

landings, street lighting and landscaping, will provide a significant benefit and enhancement for 

the community. The Commission further believes that the street renaming to Library Lane 

appropriately reflects its potential function as a pedestrian passage way to the Bronx Public 

Library, a vital resource for area residents and students. 

 

RESOLUTION 

Therefore, the City Planning Commission, deeming the proposed amendment to the City Map 

and any related acquisition or disposition to be appropriate, adopts the following resolution: 

 

RESOLVED, that the City Planning Commission finds that the action described herein will have 

no significant impact on the environment; and be it further 
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RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Sections 197-c and 199 of the New 

York City Charter, that based on the environmental determination and the consideration 

described in this report, the application (C 140282 MMX) for the amendment to the City Map 

involving:  

 

• the establishment of Library Lane between Briggs Avenue and Bainbridge Avenue; and 
• the adjustment of grades necessitated thereby; 

 

including authorization for any acquisition or disposition of real property related thereto, in the 

Borough of The Bronx, Community District 7, in accordance with Map No. 13135 dated 

September 3, 2014 and signed by the Borough President, is approved;  

 

All such approvals being subject to the following conditions: 

 

The subject amendment to the City Map shall take effect on the day following the day on 

which certified counterparts of Map No. 13125 dated September 3, 2014 are filed with the 

appropriate agencies in accordance with Section 198 subsection c of the New York City 

Charter 

 

The above resolution (C 140282 MMX), duly adopted by the City Planning Commission on July 

February 4, 2015 (Calendar No. 3), is filed with the Office of the Speaker, City Council and the 

Borough President, in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of the New York City 

Charter. 

 

 

CARL WEISBROD, Chairman 
KENNETH J. KNUCKLES, Esq., Vice-Chairman 
IRWIN G. CANTOR, P.E.,ALFRED C. CERULLO, III,    
MICHELLE R. DE LA UZ, JOSEPH I. DOUEK,  RICHARD W. EADDY,  
CHERYL COHEN EFFRON, ANNA HAYES LEVIN,  
ORLANDO MARIN, LARISA ORTIZ, Commissioners 
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