CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

June 8, 2016 / Calendar No. 19 N 160294 HKQ

IN THE MATTER OF a communication dated April 22, 2016, from the Executive
Director of the Landmarks Preservation Commission regarding the landmark designation
of the Pepsi-Cola Sign (4-09 47" Road, Long Island City, Queens)(Block 21, Lot 120)
designated by the Landmarks Preservation Commission on April 12, 2016 (List No. 488/
LP No. 1653), Borough of Queens, Community District 2.

Pursuant to Section 3020.8(b) of the City Charter, the City Planning Commission
shall submit to the City Council a report with respect to the relation of any
designation by the Landmarks Preservation Commission of the subject property,
whether of a historic district or a landmark, to the Zoning Resolution, projected
public improvements and any plans for the development, growth, improvement or
renewal of the area involved.

On April 12, 2016, the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) designated the Pepsi-Cola
Sign (4-09 47" Road, Long Island City, Queens)(Block 21, Lot 120)), as a city landmark.

The Pepsi-Cola Sign is one of the best known features of the New York City waterfront and has
become an iconic piece of the urban landscape, representing commercial advertising and American
Industry. It was constructed in 1940 and erected on the roof of the Pepsi-Cola bottling facility in
Long Island City. Contemporary accounts attribute the sign to the General Outdoor Advertising
Company, one of the largest advertising companies of its time. At the time of its construction, the
Pepsi-Cola Sign was the longest electric sign in New York State. Situated on the edge of the East
River, the sign was clearly visible from Manhattan’s East Side and the recently completed FDR.
The sign’s design closely reflects the company’s 1939 trademark logo with red neon tubing
incorporated around the edges of the letters. The 50-foot painted Pepsi bottle was probably
replaced in the 1970s with an updated bottle featuring the company’s contemporary design.


Disclaimer
City Planning Commission (CPC) Reports are the official records of actions taken by the CPC. The reports reflect the determinations of the Commission with respect to land use applications, including those subject to the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP), and others such as zoning text amendments and 197-a community-based  plans. It is important to note, however, that the reports do not necessarily reflect a final determination.  Certain applications are subject to mandatory review by the City Council and others to City Council "call-up."


In 1993, the 53-year old sign was rebuilt due to significant deterioration. Artkfraft Strauss Sign
Corporation, a company that produced some of the most memorable Times Square spectaculars of
the 20" century, oversaw the work, and the sign was restored in a manner that was in keeping with
the design, colors, and details of the original sign. In 2003, Pepsi sold their facility to the Queens
West Development Corporation. The Pepsi-Cola bottling facility was demolished and the sign
was temporarily relocated. Today, the sign stands within feet of its original location inside Gantry
Plaza State Park.

Changes to the zoning code in the latter half of the 20" century and early 21% century have
contributed to a reduction in the number of large illuminated signs, which once crowned the
factories and warehouses of many of Long Island City’s most prominent companies. The Pepsi-
Cola Sign remains one of the most conspicuous features of the New York City waterfront and

serves as a reminder of Long Island City’s industrial past.

Pursuant to Section 74-711 of the Zoning Resolution, this site is eligible for a special permit to
modify use and bulk regulations. Pursuant to Section 74-79 of the Zoning Resolution, this site is
not eligible for transfer of development rights because it is located within mapped parkland. The
Department is not aware of any conflicts between the subject landmark and the Zoning Resolution,
projected public improvements, or any plans for the development, growth, or renewal of the area

involved.
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