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IN THE MATTER OF a communication dated September 29, 2017, from the Executive 
Director of the Landmarks Preservation Commission regarding the landmark designation of the 
Old Saint James Episcopal Church, 86-02 Broadway (Block 1549, Lot 1), by the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission on September 19, 2017 (Designation List No. 498/LP-2593), Borough 
of Queens, Community District 4.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Pursuant to Section 3020.8(b) of the City Charter, the City Planning Commission 
shall submit to the City Council a report with respect to the relation of any 
designation by the Landmarks Preservation Commission of the subject property, 
whether of a historic district or a landmark, to the Zoning Resolution, projected 
public improvements, and any plans for the development, growth, improvement or 
renewal of the area involved. 

 

On September 19, 2017, the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) designated the Old Saint 

James Episcopal Church (now Old Saint James Parish Hall), located at 86-02 Broadway, as a City 

landmark.  The landmark designation consists of Block 1549, Lot 1, and is located at the southwest 

corner of Broadway and 51st Avenue in the Elmhurst neighborhood of Queens, Community Board 

4.  

 

Built in 1735-36, the Old Saint James Episcopal Church is significant for its association with the 

early Colonial settlement of Queens and with the mission activity of the Church of England in the 

American colonies. A remarkable Colonial-era mission church, it retains its early 18th-century 

rectangular box-like form, wood-shingle siding, round-arched windows, and heavy-timber 

framing, which was based on a meetinghouse type that was popular in New England before the 

Revolutionary war. The Old Saint James Episcopal Church pre-dates Saint Paul’s Chapel in 

Manhattan as New York City’s oldest Church of England mission church, and is the second-oldest 

extant religious building within the five boroughs, after the Friends (Quaker) Meetinghouse in 

Flushing (a New York City Landmark built in 1694 and enlarged in 1719).  

 

The Old Saint James Episcopal Church was built in what was known then as Newtown Village, 

located along Horseshoe Creek where today’s Broadway and Queens Boulevard intersect. The 
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town was founded in 1632 as Middleburgh, and during this time period, there was a strong 

connection between the civil and religious life of the community. It was within this environment 

that the town’s first planner and leader, (Reverend) John Moore (c. 1620-1657), set up a local 

government and established a system of taxes. Under Moore’s leadership, the townspeople 

constructed a meetinghouse that served a variety of community and religious purposes as the 

schoolhouse, hall, church, and minister’s house. This common facility was financed by the 

townspeople and used cooperatively by everyone, regardless of religious preference. It was not 

until the late 17th century that the townspeople began planning for the construction of church 

buildings for individual denominations.  

 

The mission parish at the time the Old Saint James Episcopal Church was built was led by the 

Reverend Thomas Colgan, rector from 1732 to 1755. After funds were raised, construction began 

in the spring of 1735. Joseph Moore, identified as a freeholder, served as the director of the 

building committee and James Renne, Jr., as carpenter. The church was completed in 1736, but 

the interior was not furnished until 1740.  

 

The Old Saint James Episcopal Church design consists of a box-like form with round-arched 

windows, wood shingles, and an attached tower and steeple to the west, where today the rear 

extension sits. The main section is clad with wood shingles and has three bays of round-arched 

window openings along each long (north and south) side; each contains a pair of lancet windows 

with a small inset of stained glass. The eaves of the overhanging roof are flared slightly over 

closely-spaced brackets. Three concrete steps lead to a pair of entry doors at the front (east) façade. 

Above the doors is a round window centered below the gable. At the west end of the main section, 

there is a brick chimney and two round-arched windows that flank the rear addition. The dominant 

decorative feature at the front and rear of the main section is the truss-like trim within each gable 

end.  

 

When the parish officially became the “Church of England Parish of Saint James” in 1761, the 

congregation made repairs and reconfigured the interior of the building. The tower was rebuilt; the 

rear room was enlarged; additional pews were installed; the exterior and interior were painted; and 

two new entrances were added along the east façade, while the entrance on the south side was 
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closed. The building was enlarged again in 1772 with the addition of rafter bents in the east end of 

the main section, elongating the building. Today’s exterior of the Old Saint James Episcopal 

Church is the result of a major remodeling in 1883, which included removing the tower, painting 

the exterior and interior of the building, rebuilding the rear room by replacing pews with long 

benches and fitting each window with cathedral glass and center mullions.  

 

In 1897, Newtown’s name was changed to Elmhurst. The following year, Queens County became 

a borough of New York City, absorbing the individual towns and converting them into 

neighborhoods. In the 1920s and 30s, Elmhurst experienced substantial infrastructure changes 

including the construction of tunnels for the Independent Subway System, a portion of which runs 

under the rear of the Old Saint James Episcopal Church’s lot. The western portion of the lot was 

reduced when the City constructed Reeder Street in the 1920s, and the later widening of both 

Broadway and 51st Avenue decreased the building’s frontage to the east and north. In 1957, the 

parish paved the rear of the lot for parking. During this time of development and changing 

streetscapes, the Old Saint James Episcopal Church remained intact in its original location and 

continued to function as a community resource.  

 

In 1999, the Old Saint James Episcopal Church was listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places. Its exterior was restored to its late-19th-century appearance in 2004 with the help of loans 

and grants from the City, New York State, and the New York Landmarks Conservancy. The 280-

year-old Old Saint James Episcopal Church is a remarkable Colonial-era religious structure located 

on its original site in what was one of the earliest European settlements in Queens.  

 

Most of the landmark site is located within an R7A/C1-2 zoning district, which permits a 

maximum residential floor area ratio (FAR) of up to 4.0. A small portion of the site is zoned R5.  

The Old Saint James Episcopal Church stands on a 12,160-square-foot lot. The portion of the lot 

that is within the R7A/C1-2 zoning district has an area of 11,376 square feet. The church could be 

developed with approximately 45,504 square feet of floor area and contains 3,680 square feet of 

existing floor area. The site, therefore, has 41,824 square feet of unused development rights 

available to transfer.  
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Pursuant to Section 74-79 of the Zoning Resolution, a landmark building may transfer its unused 

development rights to a lot contiguous to the zoning lot occupied by the landmark building, or one 

which is across the street and opposite to the zoning lot occupied by the landmark building, or, in 

the case of a corner lot, one that fronts on the same street intersection as the lot occupied by the 

landmark. There are six potential receiving sites for the transfer of the landmark’s unused floor 

area. 

 

Pursuant to Section 74-711 of the Zoning Resolution, landmark buildings or buildings within 

Historic Districts are eligible to apply for use and bulk waivers upon application to the Landmarks 

Preservation Commission.  

 

The subject landmark does not conflict with the Zoning Resolution. Furthermore, the Commission 

is not aware of any conflicts between the subject landmark designation and projected public 

improvements on any plans for development, growth, improvement or renewal in the vicinity of 

the landmark building. 
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