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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 

February 1, 2023 / Calendar No. 15       N 230167 HIM 
 
 

IN THE MATTER OF a communication dated December 16, 2022, from the Executive Director of 
the Landmarks Preservation Commission regarding the landmark designation of the Julius’ Bar 
Building, 155-159 West 10th Street (Block 611, Lot 20), by the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission on December 6, 2022 (Designation List No. 529/LP-2663), Borough of Manhattan, 
Community District 2. 
 
 
 

Pursuant to Section 3020.8(b) of the City Charter, the City Planning Commission 
shall submit to the City Council a report with respect to the relation of any 
designation by the Landmarks Preservation Commission, whether of a historic 
district or a landmark, to the Zoning Resolution, projected public improvements, 
and any plans for the development, growth, improvement, or renewal of the area 
involved. 

 
 

On December 6, 2022, the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) designated the Julius’ Bar 

Building a New York City landmark. The landmark designation comprises Block 611, Lot 20. The 

site is located on the northwest corner of West 10th Street and Waverly Place in Greenwich Village, 

Manhattan Community District 2.  

 

The Julius’ Bar Building is New York City’s most significant site of pre-Stonewall LGBTQ+ 

activism. On April 21, 1966, four gay rights activists carried out a public action at Julius’ Bar to 

challenge the closure of bars by city and state authorities simply for serving gay customers. Known 

ever since as the “Sip-In,” it was a signature event in the battle for LGBTQ+ people to socialize and 

celebrate openly in bars, restaurants, and other public places. It exemplified the new eagerness 

within the gay rights movement of the time to confront society’s persecution of LGBTQ+ people 

head-on, anticipating the activism of Stonewall and the Gay Liberation Movement. Forever 

associated with the Sip-In, the Julius’ Bar Building is a monument to the fearlessness of early gay 

rights activists.   

disclaimer
City Planning Commission (CPC) Reports are the official records of actions taken by the CPC. The reports reflect the determinations of the Commission with respect to land use applications, including those subject to the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP), and others such as zoning text amendments and 197-a community-based  plans. It is important to note, however, that the reports do not necessarily reflect a final determination.  Certain applications are subject to mandatory review by the City Council and others to City Council "call-up."
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The lot occupied by the Julius’ Bar Building has a lot area of 1,451 square feet and a built floor 

area of 3,696 square feet (2.54 FAR). The Julius’ Bar Building was constructed as two separate 

buildings in the 19th century joined by a hyphen in the early 20th century; its form and appearance 

reflect its evolution over a period of approximately 100 years from 1826 to around 1930. The 

building consists of a three-story, 36-foot-deep portion at the front (eastern end) of the lot, on the 

northwest corner of Waverly Place and West 10th Street; a lower, three-story, 22-foot-wide portion 

at the rear (western end) of the lot and fronting West 10th Street; and a two-story connector, or 

“hyphen,” in between. The three-story, 36-foot-deep portion was constructed in 1826 and raised to 

its current height in 1874. The three-story, 22-foot-wide portion was constructed in 1845 and 

likely raised from two to three stories in 1868. The hyphen connecting the two buildings was 

likely constructed as a one-story brick extension between 1893 and 1895 and later raised to two 

stories. The building façade is coated in rough-textured stucco. 

 

The Julius’ Bar Building has had several alterations on its façade, walls, and entrance approved by 

the LPC following the 1969 designation of the Greenwich Village Historic District.  The 

Greenwich Village Historic District is one of the city’s oldest and largest historic districts, 

covering approximately 100 blocks and over 2,200 buildings - almost all of Greenwich Village 

between University Place and Washington Street, 13th Street and West 4th Street/St. Luke’s 

Place.    

 

The Julius’ Bar Building is located within a C2-6 zoning district. C2-6 commercial districts are 

predominantly residential in character and have a maximum floor area ratio (FAR) of 3.44 and a 

maximum commercial FAR of 2.0. They are mapped along major thoroughfares in medium- and 

higher-density areas of the city and typical uses include grocery stores, repair services, movie 

theatres, and community facilities. The area surrounding the Julius’ Bar Building is comprised of 

mixed residential and commercial buildings, one-, two-, and multi-family residential buildings, and 

institutional buildings.   
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Pursuant to Section 74-79 of the Zoning Resolution, no transfer of development rights (TDR) is 

permitted from any structure within a historic district. All landmark buildings within Historic 

Districts are eligible to apply for use and bulk waivers pursuant to Section 74-711 of the Zoning 

Resolution.   

 

The subject landmark does not conflict with the Zoning Resolution. The Commission is not aware of 

any conflict with the Zoning Resolution, projected public improvements or any plans for 

development, growth, improvement, or renewal within the landmark site or the surrounding area.  
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