
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
October 6, 1999/Calendar No. 18 C 860114 MMY 

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of 
Transportation pursuant to Sections 197-c and 199 of the New York 
City Charter for an amendment to the City Map involving the: 

Widening of the University Heights Bridge (Fordham Road Bridge) 
and bridge approaches from the intersection of West 207th Street 
and 9" Avenue in Manhattan to the intersection of West Fordham 
Road and Exterior Street in the Bronx; 

Delineation of a foundation and maintenance corridor; 

and the acquisition and disposition of any property related 
thereto, all in accordance with Manhattan BP Map No. 30121/Bronx BP 
Map No. 13070 dated January 20, 1999 and signed by the Director of 
the Department of City Planning, Community Board 7, Borough of The 
Bronx and Community Board 12 Borough of Manhattan. 

The application ( C 860114 MMY) for an amendment to the City Map, 

filed by the New York City Department caf Transportation (NYCDOT) on 

July 29, 1985, involves the widening of the University Heights 

Bridge (Fordham Road Bridge) and bridge approaches from the 

intersection of West 207th and 9" Avenue in Manhattan to the 

intersection of West Fordham Road and Exterior Street in The Bronx, 

delineation of a foundation and maintenance corridor and the 

establishment of grades and roadway treatment. 

BACKGROUND 

The applicant, NYCDOT, proposes a City Map change to reflect the 

reconstruction work to the bridge completed in 1992. 

The University Heights Bridge spans the Harlem River and connects 

West 207th at Exterior Street in Manhattan with West Fordham 

Disclaimer
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Road in The Bronx. Reconstruction of the bridge, also known as the 

Fordham Road Bridge, was part of DOT contract No. THBC2798 which 

included replacing the bridge swing span on the existing center 

pivot pier and the reconstruction and widening of the bridge and 

bridge approaches to accommodate four lanes of traffic. The 

University Heights Bridge is a designated New York City Landmark. 

Consequently, certain historically significant elements of the 

bridge which had been removed and stored were rehabilitated and re- 

installed when the bridge was reconstructed. 

West 207th Street in Manhattan is a 120 foot wide, city-owned street 

with two-way traffic. The Manhattan bridge approach, located 

between 9th Avenue and Exterior Street, has been widened from 52.50 

feet wide with two lanes of traffic to 60.10 feet wide with four 

lanes of traffic (two lanes in each direction). There is a 

pedestrian walkway on the south side of the bridge. 

The Manhattan bridge approach lies- within M1-1 and M3-1 zoning 

districts. The surrounding area is developed with as-of-right 

uses, including a gas station, wholesaler, scrap metal company, 

auto services, and warehousing. The #1 subway line runs on an 

elevated structure along 10th Avenue and has a stop at 207th Street 

in Manhattan. 

The Bronx end of the bridge is approximately 400 feet west of the 

Major Deegan Expressway. The area near the bridge approach is 
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split between M2-1 and R7-2 zoning districts. On the south side 

of the bridge approach, at grade level, is an entrance to the 

University Heights stop of the Hudson Division of the Metro-North 

Railroad. On the north side, a vehicular ramp leads down from the 

bridge to Exterior Street, which provides access to a lumber yard 

to the north and a parking lot for Metro-North customers located to 

the south. 

An interagency conference was held on November 19, 1985, 

following which a pre-certification report dated January 28, 1986 

was issued. No agency has expressed objections to the proposed map 

change. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This application ( C 860114 MMY) was reviewed pursuant to the New 

York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the SEQRA 

regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New York Code of Rules and 

Regulations, Section 617.00 et seq., and the New York City 

Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) procedures set forth in 

Executive Order No. 91 of 1977. The designated CEQR number is 

86-150Y. The co-lead agencies are the Departments of Environmental 

Protection and City Planning. 

After a study of the potential environmental impact of the proposed 

action, a conditional negative declaration was issued on March 10, 

1989 stating the following: 
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Rehabilitation of the stone abutments, providing four 
vehicular lanes and one sidewalk on the south side of the 
bridge. An extension of the concrete roadway deck will be 
cantilevered off the abutments for the sidewalk and will 
necessitate the removal of masonry plinths and granite top 
course and coping stones. The stone gatehouse on the north 
side of the bridge will be retained and restored; the one on 
the south side will be in line with the sidewalk and will be 
modified so that the sidewalk passes through it. The 
ornamental iron railing will be removed from the north side of 
the abutments and used as necessary to repair the railing on 
the outboard side of the sidewalk on the south side of the 
bridge. 

Reconstruction of the three approach spans by rehabilitating 
and relocating the existing steel trusses and adding two new 
trusses to the interiors of each span. The new trusses will 
be open-web type and will resemble the existing trusses to the 
extent possible. A concrete deck will provide four vehicular 
lanes and an eight-foot sidewalk on the south side. The 
sidewalk will be an extension of the concrete deck of the 
spans and supported on metal brackets. The two waiting 
shelters on the northern sidewalk will be relocated to the 
southern sidewalk at locations to be determined. All four of 
these shelters will be restored to their original condition. 
The decorative iron railing on the north side of the approach 
spans will be removed and used as necessary for repair of the 
railings along the outboard side of the sidewalk on the south 
side of the bridge. All railing posts will be replaced with 
steel posts of similar design. 

Replacement of the center span with a new swing span placed on 
the existing stone pivot pier. The new span will consist of 
two Howe trusses on 52-foot centers to accommodate four 
vehicular lanes. The existing swing span trusses are on 36- 
foot centers. The sidewalk will be located on brackets 
outboard of the southern truss, as in the original design. 
The trusses and lateral bracing connecting them will be 
constructed of a combination of I7beams and lacing bars welded 
and bolted to form a latticework similar to the existing. . 

Warning and resistance grates will be of modern design and 
construction. The decorative iron railing on the existing 
span will be removed and reused on the south side of the new 
span. A new control house will lRe located above the deck of 
the center span rather than below the deck as at present. To 
retain as much visibility through the structure as possible, 
open metal rather than concrete barriers will line both sides 
of the roadway along the entire bridge. The Commission 
suggests that the two finials capping each of the swing span 
trusses be replicated. 
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UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW 

This application was certified as complete by the City Planning 

Commission on May 17, 1999, and was duly referred to Manhattan and 

Bronx Community Boards 12 and 7, respectively, and the Borough 

Presidents of Manhattan and The Bronx, in accordance with Article 

3 of the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) rules. 

Community Boards Public Hearings 

Bronx Community Board 7 held a public hearing on this application 

( 860114 MMY) on June 15 1999, and on that date, by a unanimous 

vote of 18 to 0 with 0 abstentions, adopted a resolution 

recommending approval of the application. 

Manhattan Community Board 12 did not submit a recommendation on 

this application. 

Borough Presidents Recommendations 

This application ( 860114 MMY) was considered by the Borough 

Presidents of Manhattan and The Bronx, who issued recommendations 

approving the application on August 25, 1999 and August 18, 1999, 

respectively. 

City Planning Commission Public Hearing 
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On August 18, 1999 (Calendar No. 20), the City Planning Commission 

scheduled September 8, 1999 for a public hearing on this 

application ( 860114 MMY). The hearing was duly held on September 

8, 1999 (Calendar No. 26). 

There were no speakers and the hearing was closed. 

CONSIDERATION 

NYCDOT proposes a map change to reflect the widening of the 

University Heights bridge and its approaches to accommodate four 

lanes of traffic. The reconstruction was completed in 1992 under 

NYCDOT Contract No. THBC2798. The City Planning Commission believes 

that this amendment to the City Map is appropriate. 

In 1992, DOT reconstructed the bridge and established grades and 

roadway treatment from the intersection of West 207th Street and 9th 

Avenue in Manhattan to the intersection of West Fordham Road and 

Exterior Street in The Bronx. Reconstruction of the bridge was 

necessary to improve vehicular and pedestrian traffic flow by 

widening the bridge and reconfiguring circulation patterns. This 

map change will bring the City Map into conformance with existing 

conditions. 

RESOLUTION 
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RESOLVED, that the City Planning Commission finds that the action 

described herein will have no significant impact on the environment 

subject to the following conditions: 

Rehabilitation of the stone abutments, providing four 

vehicular lanes and one sidewalk on the south side of the 

bridge. An extension of the concrete roadway deck will be 

cantilevered off the abutments for the sidewalk and will 

necessitate the removal of masonry plinths and granite top 

course and coping stones. The stone gatehouse on the north 

side of the bridge will be retained and restored; the one on 

the south side will be in line with the sidewalk and will be 

modified so that the sidewalk passes through it. The 

ornamental iron railing will be removed from the north side of 

the abutments and used as necessary to repair the railing on 

the outboard side of the sidewalk on the south side of the 

bridge. 

Reconstruction of the three approach spans by rehabilitating 

and relocating the existing steel trusses and adding two new 

trusses to the interiors of each span. The new trusses will 

be open-web type and will resemble the existing trusses to the 

extent possible. A concrete deck will provide four vehicular 

lanes and an eight-foot sidewalk on the south side. The 

sidewalk will be an extension of the concrete deck of the 

spans and supported on metal brackets. The two waiting 

7 C 860114 MMY 



shelters on the northern sidewalk will be relocated to the 

southern sidewalk at locations to be determined. All four of 

these shelters will be restored to their original condition. 

The decorative iron railing on the north side of the approach 

spans will be removed and used as necessary for repair of the 

railings along the outboard side of the sidewalk on the south 

side of the bridge. All railing posts will be replaced with 

steel posts of similar design. 

3. Replacement of the center span with a new swing span placed on 

the existing stone pivot pier. The new span will consist of 

two Howe trusses on 52-foot centers to accommodate four 

vehicular lanes. The existing swing span trusses are on 36- 

foot centers. The sidewalk will be located on brackets 

outboard of the southern truss, as in the original design. 

The trusses and lateral bracing connecting them will be 

constructed of a combination of I-beams and lacing bars welded 

and bolted to form a latticework similar to the existing. 

Warning and resistance grates will be of modern design and 

construction. The decorative iron railing on the existing 

span will be removed and reused on the south side of the new 

span. A new control house will 1?e located above the deck of 

the center span rather than below the deck as at present. To 

retain as much visibility through the structure as possible, 

open metal rather than Concrete barriers will line both sides 

of the roadway along the entire bridge. The Commission 
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suggests that the two finials capping each of the swing span 

trusses be replicated, and be it further 

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission that, pursuant to 

Sections 197-c and 199 of the New York City Charter, that based on 

the environmental determination and consideration described in this 

report, the application ( 860114 MMY) of the New York City 

Department of Transportation for an amendment to the City Map 

involving the widening of the University Heights Bridge (Fordham 

Road Bridge) and bridge approaches, the delineation of a foundation 

and maintenance corridor, the establishment of grades and roadway 

treatment from the intersection of West 207th Street and 9th Avenue 

in Manhattan to the intersection of West Fordham Road and Exterior 

Street in The Bronx and any acquisition or disposition of property 

related thereto, all in accordance with Manhattan BP Map No. 

30121/Bronx BP Map No. 13070, dated January 20, 1999 and signed by 

the Director of the Department of City Planning, is approved; 

All such approvals being subject to t4e following condition: 

The subject amendment to the City Map shall take effect on the 

day subsequent to the date on which certified counterparts of 

Manhattan BP Map No. 30121/ Bronx BP Map No. 13070 are filed 

with the appropriate agencies in accordance with Section 198 

Subsection c of the New York City Charter. 



The above resolution, duly adopted by the City Planning Commission 

on October 6, 1999 (Calendar No. 18 ), is filed with the Office of 

the Speaker, City Council and the Borough Presidents of the Bronx 

and Manhattan in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d 

of the New York City Charter. 

JOSEPH B. ROSE, Chairman, 
VICTOR G. ALICEA, Vice Chairman, 
ALBERT ABNEY, AMANDA M. BURDEN, A.I.C.P., 
KATHY HIRATA CHIN, ESQ., ALEXANDER GA13.VIN, 
ANTHONY I.GIACOBBE, ESQ., WILLIAM J. GRINKER, BRENDA LEVIN, 
EDWARD T. ROGOWSKY, JACOB B. WARD, ESQ., Commissioners 
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C.D.12 & 7 C860114 MMY 

Refer to Alt. Map No. 301,17 

New York, Certification Dote 
MAY 17, 1999 

SCALE IN FEET 

300 0 300 

NOTE: 
Indicates line of street legally adopted. 
Indicates bridge or bridge approach line hereby established. 
Indicates bridge or bridge approach line heretofore established 
and hereby eliminated. 
Indicates bridge or bridge approach line heretofore established 
and hereby retained. 
Indicates limits of area generally affected by grade change. 

THIS DIAGRAM IS FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY. 
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Borough Presid nt 
. 22 Reade Street, New Y rk. NY 10007 

Recomm ndation:L-7 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

FAKE (212) 720-3356 
I 

_ 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Return this completed form with any attach- 2. Send one copy with any attachments to the 

mania to the Calendar Information Office, City applicant's representative as Indicated on the 

Planning Commission. Room 2E at the Notice of Certification. 

above address. 

APPLICATION I C 860114 MMY' I 

DOCKET DESCRIPTION 

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Transportation 
pursuant to Sections 197-c and 199 of the New York City Charter for an 
amendment to the City Map involving the: 

1. Widening of the University Heights Bridge (Fordham Road Bridge) and 
bridge approaches from the intersection of West 207th Street and 9th Avenue 
in Manhattan to the intersection of West Fordham Road and Exterior Street 
in The Bronx; 

2 delineation. for informational purposes only. of a foundation and 
maintenance corridor 

and the acquisition and disposition of any property related thereto, all in 
accordance with Map 30121 dated January 20, 1999 and signed by the Director of 
the Department of City :Planning. 

COMMUNITY BOARD NO, M-12. X-7 BOROUGH Manhattan. Bronx 

RECOMMENDATION 
'APPROVE 

APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS (List below) 
DISAPPROVE 

.. 
EXPLANATION OF RECOMMENDATION - MODIFICATION/CONDITIONS (Attach additional sheets if necessary) 
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BOROUGH PRESIDENT' S RECOMMENDATION 
ULURP APPLICATION NO: C 860114 MMY 

BACKGROUND 

An application has been submitted by the Department of Transportation pursuant to 
Sections 197-c and 199 of the New York City Charter for an amendment to the City Map 
involving the: 

I) Widening of the University Heights Bridge (Fordham Road Bridge) and bridge 
approaches from the intersection of West 207th Street and 9th Avenue in Manhattan to the 
intersection of West Fordham Road and Exterior Street in the Bronx; 

2) Delineation, for informational purposes only, of a foundation and maintenance corridor 
and the acquisition and disposition of any property related thereto, all in accordance with Map 
Number 30121, dated January 28, 1999 and signed by the Director of the Department of City 
Planning. 

The University Heights Bridge, also known as the Fordham Road Bridge, crosses the 
Harlem River, providing two-way vehicle access, and a pedestrian sidewalk between West 
Fordham Road in The Bronx, and West 207th Street in Manhattan. From The Bronx, traffic 
approaches the bridge via West Fordham Road which is a two-way, four lane roadway A cntical 
characteristic of this approach includes heavily utilized entrance and exit ramps which intersect 
West Fordharn Road from the Major Deegan Expressway (Interstate 87). The interstate, which at 
this junction is below grade level, is crossed via a recently reconstructed bridge Traffic flow is 
regulated by an easily discernable series of marked lanes, traffic signs, and signals Also located 
below grade are Metro North Railroad tracks. 

Fordham Road is the primary commercial and retail avenue in The Bronx It also serves 
as one of the borough's most used East-West access roads. As such, Fordham Road sustains 
heavy traffic loads, made up of both truck and automobile. 

In the vicinity of the University Heights Bridge, West Fordham Road is characterized by 
retail outlets, automobile dealerships and service stations, a sports cafe, plus a station stop of the 
Metro North Railroad. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND ULURP CERTIFICATION 

This application was reviewed pursuant to SEQR and CEQR and was determined to be a 

Type II Action having no significant impact on the environment. This ULURP application was 
certified as complete on May 17, 1999. 



COMMUNITY BOARD PUBLIC RECOMMENDATION 

Bronx Community Board 7 held a public hearing on this application on June 15, 1999 
The vote to approve this application was unanimous, 18 in favor, -0- against, -0- abstaining 

BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT'S PUBLIC HEARING 

The Bronx Borough President held a public hearing on this application on July 28, 1999. 
There were no speakers present and the hearing was closed 

BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT'S RECOMMENDATION 

The reconstruction of the University Heights Bridge has in fact been completed. 
Consequently this ULURP application is required to amend the City Map in order that it 
accurately reflect the changes already in place. 

I therefore recommend approval of this application. 



Borough Presid nt 
Recommendation 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Return this completed form with any attach- 

ments to the Calendar Information Office, City 
Planning Commission, Room 2E at the 
above address. 

APPLICATION # C 860114 MMY 

DOCKET DESCRIPTION 

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Transportation pursuant to Sections 197-c 
and 199 of the New York City Charter for an amendment to the City Map Involving the: 

Widening of the University Heights Bridge (Fordham Road Bridge) and bridge approaches from the intersection 
of West 207th Street and 9. Avenue in Manhattan to the intersection of Wcst Fordham Road and Exterior Street 
in the Bronx; 

delineation, for informational pwposes only, of a foundation and maintenance corridor 

and the acquisition and disposition of any property related thereto, all in accordance with Map 30121 dated 
January 20, 1999 and signed by the Director of the Department of City Planning. 

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
22 Reade Street, New York, NY 10007 

FAX# (212) 720-3356 

2. Send one copy with any attachments to the 
applicant's representative as indicated on the 
Notice of Certification. 

COMMUNITY BOARD NO. M-12, X-7 BOROUGH Manhattan, Bronx 

RECOM5ENDATION 

LE'APPROVE 

APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS (List below) 

El DISAPPROVE 

EXPLANATION OF RECOMMENDATION - MODIFICATION/CONDITIONS (Attach additional sheets it necessary) 



THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN 

C. VIRGINIA FIELDS 
BOROUGH PRESIDENT 

August 24, 1999 

ULURP NO. 

C 860114 MMY 

APPLICANT 

New York City Department of Transportation 

REQUEST 

Application submitted by NYC DOT for an amendment to the City Map involving the widening of the 
University Heights Bridge and bridge approaches from the intersection of West 207th Street and 9th 

Avenue, Community District 12, Borough of Manhattan, pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York 
City Charter. 

PROJECT BACKGROUND/DESCRIPTION 

The reconstruction of the University Heights bridge spanning the Harlem River involves widening the 
structure and the treatment of existing streets and sidewalks on 207th Street between 9th Avenue and the 
Harlem River in Manhattan. 

SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY BOARD ACTION: 

The project is located within Community District 12, Manhattan and Community District 7, the Bronx. 
Manhattan Community Board 12 response to this application was noncomplying. c-, - rn t.0 -4 
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The Manhattan Borough President recommends approval. --I al = 
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The Manhattan Manhattan Borough President recommends disapproval. > cn = 
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PHONE (212) 669-8300 FAX (212) 669-4305 



)-- CT a_ 
cn 

The Manhattan Borough President recommends approval, subject to the conditions detailed 

below. 

The Manhattan Borough President recommends disapproval, unless the conditions detailed 
below are addressed as described. 

COMMENTS: 

The Manhattan Borough President recommends approval of this project. 

Report and Recommendation Accepted: 

CD 

-2 

C. Virginia Field 
Manhattan Borou President 



Community/Borough Board CITY PLANNING COMMISSION I 
22 Reade Street, New' York, NY 10007 Recommendation FAX # (212) 720-3356 

INSTRUCTIONS 2. Send a copy of the completed form with 

1. Return this completed form with any any attachments to the applicant 's 
representative as indicated on the 

attachments to the Calendar Information 
Notice of Certification, one copy to the 

Office, City Planning Comaiission, Room 
Borough President, and one copy to the 

2E at the above address. Borough Board, when applicable. 

APPLICATION # C 860114 MMY 

DOCKET DESCRIPTION - 

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Transportation 
pursuant to Sections 197-c and 199 of the New York City Charter for an 
amendment to the City Map involving the: 

1. Widening of the University Heights Bridge (Fordham Road Bridge) and bridge 
approaches from the intersection of West 207" Street and 9" Avenue in 
Manhattan to the intersection of West Fordham Road and Exterior Street in the 
Bronx; 

2. delineation, for informational purposes only, of a foundation and 
maintenance corridor 

and the acquisition and disposition of any property related thereto, all in 
accordance with Map 30121 dated January 20, 1999 and signed by the Director of 
the Department of City Planning. 

COMMUNITY BOARD NO. M-12, X-7 

BOROUGH Manhattan, Bronx BOROUGH BOARD 

DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING ).--- 9 LOCATION BiLL),VI 11 H C 

WAS QUORUM PRESENT? X NO (A public hearing shall require a orum of 20t of the 

appointed members of the board, but in no event fewer 

than seven such members.) 
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RECOMMEN, TION 
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