CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

July 27, 1992 /Calendar No. 5 C 900910 ZSK

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the New York City
Department of Housing Preservation and Development pursuant to Sections
197-c and 201 of the New York City Charter for the grant of a special
permit pursuant to Section 74-681 of the Zoning Resolution to allow
development within a permanently discontinued railroad right-ocf-way, to
facilitate construction of approximately 36 residential units on
property (tentatively known as Culver El Site 1) located on the south
side of 37th Street, extending from Fort Hamilton Parkway to 12th Avenue
(Block 5291, Lot 33), in an R6 District (which is proposed under
related zoning map amendment application [C 900908 ZMK]), Borough of
Brooklyn, Community District 12.

The application for the special permit was filed by the Department of
Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) on June 15, 1990, to allow
development within a permanently discontinued railroad right-of-way .
pursuant to Section 74-681 of the 2Zoning Resolution, in order to
facilitate the development of twelve three-story, three-family homes by
the New York City Housing Partnership.

RELATED ACTIONS

In addition to the special permit which is the subject of this report,
implementation of the proposed development also requires action by the
City Planning Commission on the following applications which are being

considered concurrently with this application:

1. C 900908 ZMK: Rezoning from M1-2 to R6 Block 5291 and Block 5290
and establish a 100' deep C2-3 overlay on the east
side of Fort Hamilton Parkway between 37th Street
and 39th Street.

2. C 900909 HDK: UDAAP Disposition of Block 5291, Lot 33 to the New
York City Housing Partnership.

BACKGROUND

The proposed site, known as Culver El Site 1, is located on the
southerly side of 37th Street between Fort Hamilton Parkway and 12th
Avenue (Block 5291, Lot 33). The parcel is one of seven parcels that
are part of the right-of-way of the former Culver Shuttle elevated
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transit lines and, at ground level, the South Brooklyn Railroad. Service
on the rapid transit line was terminated in 1975, and on the railroad
line in the early 1980's. The elevated structure, one of the oldest in
Brooklyn, was demolished in 1985. Following the demolition, the New York
City Transit Authority surrendered to the Division of Real Property of
the New York City Department of General Services this parcel, as well as
the six other parcels which make up a seven block, 50 foot wide strip of
land, running along 37th Street between Fort Hamilton Parkway and
McDonald Avenue in the Borough Park section of Brooklyn.

Site 1, approximately 50 feet by 530 feet, contains 26,655 square feet
in area and is zoned M1-2. The site is vacant.

The New York City Housing Partnership has proposed to develop

approximately 36 units on this site in twelve three-story buildings.

A mix of commercial and residenéial uses exists in the neighborhood
surrounding the site. Dahill Park, a 1.3 acre park used for active and
passive recreation, is four blocks east of the site. Further south,
along 38th and 39th Streets are residential blocks, consisting mostly
of two and three-family homes. Industrial uses exist to the west of the
site. The main commercial strip in the area is 13th Avenue between 37th
and 55th Streets. Commercial activity is also strong on Fort Hamilton

Parkway. The area is well served by public transportation.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

This application (C 900910 ZSK), in conjunction with the applications
for the related actions (C 900908 ZMK and C 900909 HDK) were reviewed
pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA),
and the SEQRA regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New York Code of
Rules and Regulations, Section 617.00 et seg., and the New York City
Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) procedures set forth in Executive
Order No. 91 of 1977. The designated CEQR number is 89-247K.

The Department of Environmental Protection and the Department of City

Planning submitted to the Commission for its consideration the results
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of th ir study of the potential environmental impact of the proposed

action. A negative declaration was issued on July 15, 1991.

UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW .

This application (C 900910 ZSK) in conjunction with the applications for
the related actions (C 900908 ZMK and 900909 ZSK) were certified as
complete by the Department of City Planning on February 24, 1992, and
were duly referred to Community Board 12 and the Borough President, in
accordance with Article 3 of the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure
(ULURP) rules.

Community Board Review

Community Board 12 held a public hearing on this application on April 6,
1992, and on April 28, 1992, by a vote of 33 to 1 with 1 abstention,
adopted a resolution recommending approval of the applications, stating
that:

At several public hearings held concerning this property, the
overwhelming consensus of community was to build affordable housing
on this site. This housing is greatly needed in our area and will
greatly enhance the community at large.

Borough President Recommendation
This application (C 900910 ZzZSK) was considered by the Office of the

President of the Borough of Brooklyn, which issued a recommendation
approving the application on May 28, 1992, with the following resolution
that acknowledged pending litigation by an adjacent business, Plato
Construction, alleging easement rights relating to the site:

The President of the Borough of Brooklyn calls upon HPD and Plato
Construction to resolve the issues pertaining to easement access
and egress involving the development of Culver El Site 1.

City Planning Commission Public Hearing
On May 20, 1992, (Calendar No. 7), the City Planning Commission

scheduled June 10, 1992, for a public hearing on this application
(C 900910 ZSK). The hearing was duly held on June 10, 1992 (Calendar
No. 11), in conjunction with the public hearings for the related actions

3 C 900910 ZSK



(C 900908 ZMK and C 900909 HDK). There were no appearances and the

hearing was closed.

CONSIDERATION
The Commission believes that the grant of this special permit is

appropriate.

The construction of approximately 36 residential units by the New York
City Housing Partnership at this location will provide a much needed
housing resource and contribute to the stability of the surrounding
area. There are no plans for the use of the railroad right-of-way

for transit purposes and the site provides an excellent opportunity to
complement the predominant residential character of the surrounding

neighborhood.

At the time of certification, the Commission expressed concern regarding
the existence of windows on the side walls for each of the townhouses,
especially those located on the corners, so that the development did not
present blank walls to the surrounding community. The Department of
Housing Preservation and Development, in a letter dated June 22, 1992,
stated that the homes will include a minimum of three windows per
frontage, a wrought iron fence and shrubbery and landscaping. HPD
further stated that the entrances to the homes will front on 37th
Street.

Litigation was initiated on July 2, 1992 by an adjacent business, Plato
Construction, that claims an easement over the site. The Commission was
advised that a resolution of this issue would occur subsequent to the
Commission decision. The Commission feels that the proposed land use is
appropriate and that HPD can accommodate the resolution of tﬁe pending

legal issue.

The streets providing access to Site 1 are adequate to handle any
increased traffic generated by the proposed residential development.
Fort Hamilton Parkway is one hundred feet wide, 37th Street is sixty
feet wide_and 12th Avenue is eighty feet wide. The street grid is
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continuous. The maximum number of cars at any peak hour is fewer than
seven. The environmental review concluded that there was no potential
impact from the traffic which would be generated by the proposed
development.

The distribution of floor area and the number of dwelling units proposed
for Site 1 is similar to the existing residential development of the
surrounding neighborhood. The floor area of the proposed residential

development is evenly distributed throughout the site.

The zoning 1lot will be developed entirely with housing. No non-

fesidential uses will be developed on the site.
The railroad right-of-way has been permanently discontinued.

FINDINGS
The City Planning Commission hereby makes the following findings

pursuant to Section 74-681 of the Zoning Resolution:

(1) the streets providing access to all uses are
adequate to handle increased traffic resulting therefrom;

(2) the distribution of floor area and the number of rooms or
dwelling units does not adversely affect the character of the
surrounding area by being unduly concentrated in any portion of
such development;

(3) all uses and developments or enlargements located on the zoning lot
do not adversely affect one another;

(4) the railroad right-of-way is not deemed appropriate for future
transportation use.

RESOLUTION ,
RESOLVED, that the City Planning Commission finds that the action
described herein will have no significant impact on the environment;and
be it further

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Sections 197-c
and 200 of the New York City Charter, that based on the environmental
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determination, and the consideration and findings described in this
report, the application of the Department of Housing Preservation and
Development for the grant of a special permit, pursuant to Section 74-
681 of the Zoning Resolution to allow development within a permanently
discontinued railroad right-of-way, to facilitate construction of
approximately 36 residential units on property (tentatively known as
Culver El1 Site 1) located on the south side of 37th Street, extending
from Fort Hamilton Parkway to 12th Avenue (Block 5291, Lot 33) in an R6
District (which is proposed under related =zoning map amendment
application C 900908 ZMK), Borough of Brooklyn, Community District 12,
is approved, pursuant to Section 74-681 of the 2Zoning Resolution,
subject to the following terms and conditions:

1. The property that is the subject of this application (C 900910 ZSK)
shall be developed in size and arrangement substantially in
accordance with the dimensions, specifications and zoning

computations indicated on the following plan, prepared by the New
York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development, filed
with this application and incorporated in this resolution:

Drawing Title Last Date Revised
Culver El Site #1, December 26, 1991
Brooklyn
2. Such development shall conform to all applicable provisions of the

Zoning Resolution, except for the modifications specifically
granted in this resolution and shown on the plans listed above
which have been filed with this application. All zoning
computations are subject to verification and approval by the New
York City Department of Buildings.

3. Such development shall conform to all applicable 1laws and
regulations relating to its construction, operation and
maintenance.

4. Upon the failure of any party having any right, title or interest

in the property that is the subject of this application, or failure
of any heir, successor, assign, or legal representative of such
party, to observe any of the covenants, restrictions, agreements,
terms, or conditions of this resolution whose provisions shall
constitute conditions of the special permit hereby granted, the
City Planning Commission may, without the consent of the other
party, revoke any portion of or all of said special permit. Such
power of revocation shall be in addition to and not limited to any
other powers of the City Planning Commission, or of any other
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" . CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
Community/Borough Board .22 Reade Street, New York, NY 10007

Recommendation FAX # (212) 720-3356
INSTRUCTIONS

2. Send a copy of the completed form with any
attachmants to the applicant's representative
as Indicated on the Notice of Certification,
one copy to the Borough President, and one
copy to the Borough Board, when applicable.

1. Return this complated form with any attach-
ments to the Calendar Information Office,
City Planning Commisston, Room 2E at the
above address.

APPLICATION ¥ C 900908 ZMK

DOCKET DESCRIPTION

L g
IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the New York City Decpartment of
Housing Preservation and Development pursuant to Sections 197-c and 201 of the New
York City Charter for an amendment of the Zoning Map, Section No. 22c:

1. changing from an M1-2 District to an R6 District property bounded by
Fort Hamilton Parkway, 37th Street, 12th Avenue and 39th Street; and

2. establishing within the proposed R6 District, a C2-3 District bounded
by Fort Hamilton Parkway, 37th Street, a line 100 feet southeasterly
of Fort Hamilton Parkway and 39th Street,

Bdrougg of Brooklyn, Community District 12, as shown on a diagram dated February
24, 1992.

COMMUNITY BOARD NO: 12

BOROUGH Brooklyn BOROUGH BOARD __BROOKLYN

DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING APRIL 6, 1992 rocarroy 4912 - 14th AVENUE

WAS QUORUM PRESENT? XXygs NO (A public hearing shall require a quorum of 208 of the appointed
mombers of the board, but in no event fewer than soven such
members. )

VOTE ADOPTING RECOMMENDATION TAKEN

A -
DATE APRIL 28, 1992 LOCATION P.S. 192, 4715 18th AVENUE
RECOMMENDATION
XXXXX APPROVE APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS
DISAPPROVE DISAPPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS

EXPLANATION OF RECOMMENDATION-MODIFICATION/CONDITIONS (Attach additional sheets if necessary)

AT SEVERAL COMMUNITY BOARD PUBLIC HEARINGS HELD CONCERNING THIS PROPERTY, THE OVERWHELMF
ING CONSENSUS OF COMMUNITY WAS TO BUILD AFFORDABLE HOUSING ON THIS SITE. THIS HOUSING
1S GREATLY NEEDED IN OUR AREA AND WILL GREATLY FNHANCE.THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE.

VOTING
IN FAV 33 AGAINST 1 ABSTAINING 1 Board Member Not Votlﬁn
TOT. ERS INTED TO BO, 50

comvmrriﬁom%ll BOARD OFFICER

LPRIL 29,1992 COMMUNITY COORDINATOR
DATE TITLE

N



agency of government, or any private person or entity. Any such
failure as stated above, or any alteration in the development that
is the subject of this application that departs from any of the
conditions 1listed above, is grounds for the City Planning
Commission or the City Council, as applicable, to disapprove any
application for modification, cancellation or amendment of the
special permit hereby granted.

5. Neither the City of New York nor its employees or agents shall have
any liability for money damages by reason of the City's or such
employee's or agent's failure to act in accordance with the
provisions of this special permit.

The resolution (C 900910 2SK), duly adopted by the City Planning
Commission on July 27, 1992, Calendar No. 5, is filed with the Office of
the Speaker, City Council, and the Borough President, together with a
copy of the plans of the development, in accordance with the
requirements of Section 197-d of the New York City Charter.

RICHARD L. SCHAFFER, Chairman

VICTOR G. ALICEA, Vice-Chairman

AMANDA BURDEN, A.I.C.P., ANTHONY GIACOBBE,
MAXINE GRIFFITH, JAMES C. JAO, R.A.,
BRENDA LEVIN, JOEL A. MIELE, SR., P.E.,
EDWARD T. ROGOWSKY, Commissioners
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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

Community/Borough Board 22 Reade Street, New York, NY 10007
Recommendation ' _ FAX # (212) 720-3356
INSTRUCTIONS

2. Send a copy of the completed form with any
attachments to the applicant's representative
as indicated on the Notice of Certification,
ona copy to the Borough President, and one
copy to the Porough Board, when applicable.

1. Return this completed form with any attach-
ments to the Calendar Information Office,
City Planning Commission, Roam 2€ at the
above address.

—

APPLICATIGN # C 900910 zSW -
DOCKET DESCRIPTION

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the New York City Department of
Housing Preservation and Development pursuant to Sections 197-c and 201 of the New
York City Charter for the grant of a special permit pursuant to Section 74-681 of
the zoning Resolution to allow development within a permanently discontinued
railroad right-of-way, to facilitate construction of approximately 36 residential
units on property (tentatively known as Culver El Site 1) located on the south
side of 37th Street from Fort Hamilton Parkway to 12th Avenue (Block 5291, Lot
33), in an BA DiFErtef twhich is proposed under related zoning map amendment
applicatiom € 900908 ZMK), Bbrough of Brooklyn, Community District 12.

The plan tor thts prepesal is on file with the City Planning Commission and may
be seen in Room 3N, 22 Reade Street, New York, NY 10007. ’

COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 12 i )

BOROUGH Brooklyn BOROUGH BOARD _BROOKLYN

DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING APRIL 6, 1992 LOCATION _4712 - l4th Avenue

WAS QUORUM PRESENT? XXX ygs NO (A public hearing shall require a quorum of 20X of the appointed
membars of the board, but in no event fewer than seven such
mambers. )

VOTE ADOPTING RECOMMENDATION TAKREN

DATE ¢PRIL 28, 1992 LOCATION P.S. 192, 4715 - 18th AVENUE
RECOMMENDATION
UXXXXXX APPROVE APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS
DISAPPROVE DISAPPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS

EXPLANATION OF RECOMMENDATION-MODIFICATION/CONDITIONS (Attach additional sheets if necessary)

AT SEVERAL PUBLIC HEARINGS CONCERNING THIS PROPERTY, THE OVERWHELMING CONSENSUS
OF COMMUNITY WAS TO BUILD AFFORDABLE HOUSING ON THIS SITE. THIS HOUSING IS GREATLY
LNEEDED . IN OUR AREA AND WILL GREATLY ENHANCE THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE.

VOTING
IN FAVO. 33 AGAINST 1 ABSTAINING 1 Board Member Not
TOT. ERS WWM 50 Voting
COMAUNITY/BORQUGH BOARD OFFICER
)/
A - — COMMUNITY CQORDINATOR
DATE TITLE

N



. B CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
Communi ty/Borough Board 22 Reade Street, New York, NY 10007
Recommendation FAX # (212) 720-3356
INSTRUCTIONS

2. Send a copy of the completed form with any

1. Return this cowpleted form with any attach- attachmants to tha applicant'’s representative
as indicated on the Notice of Certification,

ments to the Calendar Information Office,
City Planning Commission, Boom—28 at the ona copy to the Borough President, and one
above address. copy to the Borough Board, when applicable.

APPLICATION # <€ 900909 HDK
DOCKET DESCRIPTTON

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Housing Preservation and
Development (HPD) for the disposition of city-owned property, pursuant to Section 197-c of the
New York City Charter and the Urban Development Action Area Act of New York State.

Approval of three matters is requested:

1) The designation of the property noted below as Urban Development Action Area; and

2) An Urban Development Action Area Project for such property; and

3) The disposition of such property to the developer selected by HPD.

The property is located on part of the block bounded by 37th Street, 12th Avenue, 38th Street

and Fort Hamilton Parkway (block 5291, lot 33), known as Culver El Site 1, and is the site
for the construction of 12 three-story, three-family homes under the NYC Partnership New Homes

Program.

~

COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 12

BOROUGH BROOKLYN BOROUGH BOARD __BROOKLYN

DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING April 6, 1992 LOCATION 4912 - 1l4th Avenue

WAS QUORUM PRESENT? XX yEs NO (A public hearing shall require a quorum of 20% of tho appointed
members of tha board, but in no event fewer than seven such
members. )

VOTE ADOPTING RECOMMENDATION TAKEN

DATE APRIL 28, 1992 LOCATION P.S. 192, 4715 - 18th AVENUE
RECOMMENDATION
K
XX APPROVE APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS
DISAPPROVE DISAPPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS

EXPLANATION OF RECOMHHVDATION—HODIFICATION/CONDITIONS (Attach additional sheets If necessary)

AT SEVERAL PUBLIC HEARINGS HELD CONCERNING THIS PROPERTY, THE OVERWHELMING CONSENSUS
OF COMMUNITY WAS TO BUILD AFFORDABLE HOUSING ON THIS SITE. THIS HOUSING IS
SREATLY, NEEDED IN OUR AREA AND WILL GREATLY ENHANCE THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE

VOTING
IN FAVOR 33 AGAINST 1 ABSTAINING 1 Board Member Not
T 50 Voting
TOTAL/ MEMBERS APPOINTED BOARD
E‘B‘mwvny/BWcu BOARD OFFICER
Anril 29, 1992 Community Coordinator
DATE i k TITLE

/N



CULVER EL | AND |l HOUSING
(900906 HDK, 900907 ZSK, 900808 ZMK, 900908 HDK and
800910 ZsSK)

RECOMMENDATION REPORT BY THE PRESIDENT OF
THE BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN

Background

Tha Departmant of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD)/r;quests
approval of flve applications to facllitate the constructlon of 19

thres-family residential buildings on City-owned property in the Borough
Park section of Community District 12. The applicatlons request approval
of zonlng map changes, property designations and dispositions which will

facilitate the development of 57 condominium apartments on two sites, to

be known as Culver £! | and |l.

Culver EJ I, Site 5. is comprised of Tax Block 3367, Lot 8, and Is located
on the south side of 37th Strest betwsan 15th Avenue and Dahill Road.
The parcel is presently zoned RS and is used as outcdoor storage by a
private building sunply firm, Kings Materials. An enclosed loading dock
and 25 foot high stacks of concrete blocks and brick masonry occupy the

site.
Culver El il, Sita 1, Is locatad flve blocks west of Culver El |, on the

south s!de of 37th Sireet betwean Fort Hamiiton Parkway and 12th

Avenues. The parcal is comprised of Tax Block 5291, Lot 33, ard Is



: CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
quoth PreSld.ent 22 Nendo Stroct, New York, NY 10007
Rpconunendahon . - . FAX (212) 720-3350
INSTRUCTIONS

2. Sand ona copy with any allachmaonis le the
appilecant's ropresantativo a3 Indicaled on iha
Notice ol Carillicalion,

1. Nelum Ihie complaled form with any atiaehe
manils to iha Calondar Informaiion Cifica, Clity
Plannlpg Commizsion, Room 2T ot (he

_ abovg address,

APPLICATION @ 900906 DK, 900907 2SK, 900908 ZMX, 930909 HDK and
300910 25K

DQCKET DFSCHIPT:O

(:-wnuwt‘l + ANV % omALSal) OLMMMAR-Y INDINA.T 13 ’

: I-v-unw-—-ucnil!:i:lm"-—u_hihn-,‘.‘ . mhariystean 4 peanil the rdevelewt of hassing sithis o e

wribe N Uemowty 1R ) we rodraml righivel wdy (RLEM (WAL,
Ly o lopuartaod o hwisen) Promtoalme aue (e shamumd {1840 . of e soaing Wap ShaApeL 0

oAb e b slervaitee of Lity ounwl pRgerty, (e nhewwy

8 0 seeaning {rem @ Wi Daivinl 1o i N8 it of e arve
ereval W ra gl - by ot Ihmsiten Portuey, JRR Mrest, 1A
8 (ho rmsinaniinn Of progsety ABtad e 8 q Urhe Muvehncinet wnl s Bt b .

Andn drna, ) e estolsielupmd of ¢ Cled Niinsl denp [N Ssslorn inniae
B I il en we Bm (e (WS ean Arti ASme it o Levt Hamtinn firkety briwvran JAR eve b Lirems (WIMD
1WAMAL) [ar wads preep - amb.
0 Ve darrefive al jwepmrty (MRS YOP, i #) v ool ot o wmlettue e Shaslies o Clly-ewasd sreserty Gu inllvong
ol et Wy ik Venm, (i db st AL Ml e Path eviis e Tefeasind

o !
Avancepty, g 0 Lamen @ 88 & gtased (M), - :‘_A - v -
e Areey

8] 1he drekTalan M 4 Urtun desderuanl AMER Afes Freims
1Contimaad, .. o) (VUAA®) lor suth pARSAYL snn
. o} Un Seaaims of peapeety (Mowd K80, Lad 1) buial = (e
Mndietb® o 10 St Iwdonme Pt landden Sarbaey sl (b
Acouus, |8 b2 buasa o4 Sia ) (WA 1LM).

1 of Mdang putiets ¢ favae

¥ iarvel the ddow ek
ratoaul right W wiv (MBI LIN)

COMMUNITY D0AND NoO. 12 BONCUGH  DROOKLYN
NECOMMENDATION .
APPROVE

[J APCROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONOITIONS {LIst bolow)
[ omsarrrove
EXFLANATION OF AECOMMENDATION - MOOIFICATION/CONDITIONS (Altach nddlional sheals il nocesanty}

. . . ’

[ sz& ATACHRED RECOMMENDATION REPORT |

05/28/92
DATC




prasently zoned M1-2. The site is used as a parking lot by a local

private realty firm and as a storage srea by Guardian Ambulette.

Both Kings Materials and Guardian Ambulatte occupy their respective sites

under month-to-month lsases with the Division of Raeal Property.
Borough President’'s Hearing

On May 6, 1992, the Sorough President held a public hearing on the
appiications. Tnere were eleven speakers including a representative from
HPD, members of local community organizations and representatlves of the
local business community. All of the speakers spoke In support of
.additional mederate income housln§ for the community; however flve
speakers spoke in opposition to the use of the parcel presently occupied

by Kings Materiais for housing.

The reprasentative from HPD provided a brief history and summary of the
project. The repressntative stated that the applications were submitted
to the Department of City Planning (DCP) In 1890 after consultations with
DCP, the Department of General Services (DGS) and Community Eoard

12. The probosed development of 57 condominium apartments is planned
on two former railroad and transit line sitas. Service was terminated on
the elevated transit line in 1975, and on the railroad line In the e‘arly

1680's. Tha elovated transit line structure was demollshed by the City In
1983.

Y



Both sites are to be develcped through the New York City Housing
Partnership Corporation utilizing subsidies from the State Affordable
Housing Corporation and from HPD's Homeownership Program. Combined,
these subsidies total $25,000 per unit. The purchase price of sach of ths
apartments with the inciusion of governmental subsidies is estimated at
$85,000. Total project cost is anticipated to exceed $6.5 mlillon for

both sites and funding for HPD's subsidias are Included In the proposed
1993 Capital Budget. Through a competitive process, Eighth Avenue
Builders was selected as the cdeveloper of both sites; disposition of the
properties will be to the South Brooklyn Community Organization (SBCO)
and the Council ¢f Neighborhood Organizations (CONO).

The Borough President questioned the representative from HPD about the
agency's efforts to relocate Kings Materials, the builder supply firm,

from one of the sites proposed for development. The representative from
HPD statad that DGS has terminated its lease with Kings Materials, as well
as with other tenants of the affected properties. The representative
stated that these lease terminations are presently being contested in
court, and that DGS through its Division of Real Property (DRP) is
responsible for providing relocation assistance to the tenants. Further,
the representative stated that the terminated leases did not provide for
extansiva relocation assistance, although potential relocation sites had

been offered by DRP.

The Executive Director of SBCO spoks in favor of the applications and
conflrmed the offers of relccation sites made to Kings dating back to flve

years ago. The speaker stated that thase offers were not responded to



by the firm, and emphasized that there ars nearby parcels that are
currently suitable, that will not Jeopardize employees’' jobs, and will

satisfy Kings' relocation needs.

A representative from CONO stated the organization has the complete
support of the area's varlous churches and requested approval of the

applications.

i The District Manager of Community District 12 stated that the two prcject
sponsors Intand to construct housing that caters to two different
community needs. Culver El |, Site 1, will be daesigned for those
homebuyers with smaller spatial neads such as the elderly or the
first-time homebuyer. Culver E| I, Site 5, will ba designed for larger
families, The speaker stated that Community Board 12 had been assisting
Kings Material in Its relocation site search for several years. However,

the speaker stated that the proposed housing is needed by the community

and that the applications must continus to advance.

A representative from Kings Material provided a brief summary of the
firm's history at its present site. The firm established its present
location in 1931, and in 1990, began laasing the adjacant parcel from the
Metropolitan Transportation Authority. The representative stated that the
loss of the parcel would causa a substantial loss of storage capacit-y and

incoma to the firm, which may necessitate a reduction of its workforce.

The representatlve spoke of the flrm's attempts to relocate to the

waterfront area, a site which currently lles vacant, and spoke of severa!



nearby properties which present altarnative sites for Clty development as
housing. The Borough President questioned the speaker about the
ownership and history of these properties and stated that any
considerstion of alternate sites is premature without a full disclosurs of

the difficulties of developing the sites indicated.

Four additional speakers stated their concerns for the potential loss of
jobs rasultirg from the firm's relocation and of the nead to continue

" efforts to relocate Kings Materlals, in consultation with membars of
Community Board 12, Divislon of Real Property (DRP) and the Economic
Develépment Corporation (EDC). A fifth speaker rapresenting Plato
Construction spcke cf the termination of an existing leased easemaent which
permits adjacent business owners fire egress. The representative from -
HPD stateé that the agency is currently contesting a legal suit brought by
Plato for a prescriptive easemaent which ailows the firm truck access at

the resar of Piato's building.
Consideration

The developmsnt of. housing at the two locations proposed will foster
community stability and provide homeownership opportunities for moderate
Income famllles and iIndividuals. The Inclusion of governmental subsidies
from both the State an& the City will provide homeownership oppor‘tunities
of benefit to the area's elderly and more moderate income famillies. No
future plans to reactivate the former raliroad or transit lines have besen
disclosed prior to and subsequent of the submisslon of the applications in

1990. Therefore, the avallabllity of the subject parcels presents a



valuable opportunity tc develop and stabillze thesa parcels.

Several speaksrs provided testimony st the Borough President’s putlic
hearing regarding the efforts to assist the relocation of Kings Materials,
which presently occuples Culver El I, Site 5. In Decsmber 1991, DRP
terminatad its monthl!y leasa with Kings for use of the parcel. On May 18,
1992, a law sult was initiated by Kings against the City was ccntinued to
permit the firm additional time %o review Its current prospects for

" relocation. That lawsuit is stil! pending. As stated earller, Kings
Material has been occupying Site 5 cn a monthly basis. Under this leasing
agresmert, Kings is not entitled to any governmental relocation

assistanca; hcwever the affected municipal agencies (e.g.- HPD, DRP and

EDC) should identify potential sites for the firm's relocation.

Thersfore, the Borough President recommends the contlnuation of efforts
by the affectad municipal agencies to identify a suitable site for the
relocation of Kings Materials. Participation in this endeavor should not
be limited to municipal agencies, but rather should Include participation
rom the locai business community, Community Board 12 and other

interasted civic organizations.

Also as statad earlier, HPD and Plato Construction are involved In a legal
suit involving easement access. The Borough President is concaerned about

this easement issue and calls upon HPD and Plato to resolve this issue.



Recommendation

whereas, on April 28, 1962, Communlty Roard 12 adopted resolutions

reéommendlng approval of tﬁese applications; and

Wheress, no future plans to reactlvate the former railroad and transit
lines have been dlsciosed prior to and subsequent of the submission of

these applications to the Department of City Planning; and

Whereas, the President of the Borough of Brooklyn encourages iritiatives

which fostar homeownership opportunities for familias and individuals at

or below moderata income l!avels; and

Whareas, negotiations to facilitate the relocation of Kings Materials are

continulng and there is a lawsult pending; and

V/hereas, the Department of Housing Praservation and Development (HPD)
and Plato Construction are presently Involved in litigation concarning
adjoining 2asement rights for the develcpment of Culver El il Site 1; now

therefcre be it so

Resolved, that the President of the Borough of Brooklyn pursuant to
Sactlon 197-¢ of the New York City Chartar that based on the ‘
consideration described In this report, recommends approval of the
applicatlons (900906 HDK, 9G09CT ZSK, 900808 ZMK, 800908 HDK and 800910
Z8K); and
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Be it further resolved, that the Presidsnt of the Borough of Brooklyn
calls upon HPD, the Division of Real Property (DRP) and the Economic
Davelopment Corporation (EDC) to work with Kings Materials to Identify
an appropriate relocation site elther within or In proximity to the

Borough Park community; and
Be it further resolved, that the President of tha Borough of Brooklyn

calls upon HPD and Plato Construction to resolve the Issues pertaining to

easement access and egress involving the davelopment of Culver El Il Site

Y7

Howard Golden, President

the Borough of Brooklyn
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