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IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by Agudath Israel of 
America pursuant to Section 201 of the New York City Charter, for 
an amendment of the Zoning Resolution of the City of New York 
relating to Section 113-22 of Article 11, Chapter 3 (Special Ocean 
Parkway District), Borough of Brooklyn, Community District 7, 12, 
13, 14, 15. 

The application for an amendment of the Zoning Resolution was filed 

by Agudath Israel of America on March 18, 1991. The amendment 

would eliminate the requirement for head-in and head-out off-street 

loading for junior and senior high schools grades seven and above 

in the Special Ocean Parkway District located in Brooklyn, 

Community District 7, 12, 13, 14, 15. 

BACKGROUND 

The Zoning Resolution was amended in 1977 to establish a new 

Special Ocean Parkway District (SOPD), Article 11, Chapter 3 of the 

Zoning Resolution. The SOPD includes' portions of five community 

districts within its boundaries, including Community Districts #7, 

12, 13, 14, and 15. The SOPD is a six mile long corridor up to 

one-half mile-wide covering over 350 blocks. The SOPD is bounded 

on the north by Fort Hamilton Parkway, on the east by Coney Island 

Avenue, on the west by McDonald Avenue and on the south by Brighton 

Beach Avenue. Ocean Parkway runs north/south down the center of 
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the District. 

In the early 1970s there was a sharp growth in the number of 

community facilities along Ocean Parkway as well as in the side 

streets off the parkway. The SOPD was created in response to the 

community concern that the proliferation of community facilities 

posed a threat to the housing stock, residential character and 

appearance of the Ocean Parkway community. 

The purposes of the SOPD included promoting and strengthening the 

scenic landmark designation of Ocean Parkway; maintaining the 

existing scale and character of the community and protecting the 

environmental quality and improving circulation within the 

district. 

To improve traffic circulation, Section 113-22 of the SOPD requires 

that all schools provide off-street loading facilities to provide 

head-in and head-out movement of vehicles on two separate streets. 

The purpose of this requirement is to remove school buses off the 

street while they are loading and unloading. The applicant is 

seeking to eliminate this requirement for junior and senior high 

schools grades seven and above and replace it with a provision 

requiring one off-street loading facility with minimum dimensions 

of 12 feet by 18 feet. The new requirement would provide off- 

street loading to handle deliveries to the schools. The applicant 

has indicated that neither the New York City Board of Education nor 
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area private schools provide bus transportation beyond grade six 

and therefore there are no buses that justify the head-in and head- 

out loading facility that is currently required for these schools. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This application (N 910349 ZRK), was reviewed pursuant to the New 

York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), and the SEQRA 

regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New York Code of Rules and 

Regulations, Section 617.00 et seq., and the New York City 

Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) procedures set forth in 

Executive Order No. 91 of 1977. The designated CEQR number is 

91-161K. 

The Department of Environmental Protection and the Department of 

City Planning submitted to the Commission for its consideration the 

results of their study of the potential environmental impacts of 

the proposed action. A negative Declaration who issued on December 

31, 1991. 

PUBLIC REVIEW 

On February 13, 1992, the proposed text change was referred to 

Community Boards 7, 12, 13, 14 and 15 and the Borough President for 

information and review in accordance with the procedures for 

referring Non-ULURP matters. 

3 N 910349 ZRK 



Community Board Review 

The Commission received the following recommendations: 

Community Board No.12, Brooklyn on March 24, 1992, voted 24 in 

favor, 1 opposed and 1 abstention recommending approval of the 

proposed text change. 

Community Board No. 15, Brooklyn in a letter dated March 16, 1992 

supported the proposed text change. 

Borough President Review 

This application was considered by the Office of the Borough 

President of Brooklyn, which issued a recommendation approving the 

action on April 20, 1992. No Borough Board review was held. 

City Planning Commission Public Hearing 

On April 8, 1992 (Calendar No.9), the City Planning Commission 

scheduled April 22, 1992 for a public hearing on this application 

(N 910349 ZRK). The hearing was duly held on April 22, 1992 

(Calendar No. 11). 

There were no appearances and the hearing was closed. 
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CONSIDERATION 

The City Planning Commission believes that the proposed text 

amendment to the Zoning Resolution is appropriate. 

The proposed text change would eliminate the requirement in Section 

113-22 of the SOPD for junior and senior high schools grades seven 

and above to provide off-street loading facilities situated and 

arranged to provide head-in and head-out movement of vehicles on 

two separate streets. This requirement would be replaced with a 

provision requiring one off-street loading facility with a minimum 

dimension of 12 feet by 18. 

Section 113-22 applies to all schools within the SOPD to remove 

school buses off the street to improve traffic circulation within 

the SOPD. 

Under the proposed text change, the provisions of Section 113-22 

would continue to apply to all schools for children below grade 

seven. However, neither the New York City Board of Education nor 

the private schools in the area provide school bus transportation 

beyond grade six. In addition, the Board of Education provides 

free transportation passes for use on the City's public 

transportation system to both public and private junior and senior 

high school students living more than either one-half mile or one 
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mile, respectively, from their schools. 

Furthermore, the replacement of the requirement for head-in and 

head-out off-street loading for school grades seven and above with 

a provision requiring one off-street loading facility with a 

minimum dimension of 12 feet by 18 feet would provide adequate off- 

street loading to handle school deliveries. 

Therefore, in the opinion of the Commission, the proposed text 

change to Section 113-22 removes an unnecessary requirement for 

schools grade seven and above in the Special Ocean Parkway District 

while still preserving the intent of the special district 

regulations. 

RESOLUTION 

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Section 200 

of the New York City Charter, that the application (N 910349 ZRK) 

submitted by Agudath Israel of America pursuant to Section 201 of 

the New York City Charter, for an amendment of the Zoning 

Resolution of the City of New York, relating to 113-22 of Article 

11, Chapter 3 (Special Ocean Parkway District) as follows: 

Matter in bold is new, to be added; 

Matter in italic is defined in Section 12-10; 

* * * indicates where unchanged text appears in the Zoning 

Resolution: 
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Chapter 3 Special Ocean Parkway District 

* * * 

113-20 

SPECIAL PARKING AND OFF-STREET LOADING RESTRICTIONS 

*** 

113-22 

SPECIAL OFF-STREET LOADING REGULATIONS 

For any development, enlargement or change of use, all or part 

of which is used as a school for children below grade 7, off- 

street loading facilities shall be provided in accordance with 

the requirements of this Section. Such off-street loading 

facilities shall be so situated and arranged to provide head 

in and head out movement of vehicles on two separate streets, 

and shall have a minimum dimension of 12 feet. All such off- 

street loading facilities shall be screened from adjacent 

zoning lots by a 4 foot buffer of shrubbery that is at least 

four feet high of the time of planting. 

For any development, enlargement or change of use which is 

used as a school and is not otherwise subject to the 

provisions of paragraph (a) above an off-street loading 

facility shall be provided with a minimum dimension of 12 by 

18 feet. 

* * * 

is, APPROVED. 

The above resolution, duly adopted by the City Planning Commission 

on May 20, 1992 (Calendar No. 47), is filed with the Office of the 

7 N 910349 ZRK 



Speaker, City Council and the Borough President of Brooklyn, in 

accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of the New York 

City Charter. 

RICHARD L. SCHAFFER, Chairman 
VICTOR G. ALICEA, Vice-Chairperson 
EUGENIE L. BIRCH, A.I.C.P., AMANDA 
MAXINE GRIFFITH, JAMES C. JAO, R.A. 
JOEL A. MIELE, SR., P.E., EDWARD T. 
RONALD SHIFFMAN, A.I.C.P., JACOB B. 
Commissioners 

M. BURDEN, ANTHONY GIACOBBE, 
, BRENDA LEVIN, 
ROGOWSKY, 
WARD, 
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