
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
November 15, 2000/Calendar No. 23 C 930043 MMX 

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of 

Transportation and the Department of Parks and Recreation pursuant 
to Sections 197-c and 199 of the New York City Charter and Section 
5-430 et seq. of the New York City Administrative Code for an 

amendment to the City Map involving: 

the elimination of the lines and grades of East 172nd Street 
from the easterly service road of the Arthur V. Sheridan 
Expressway to a line approximately 135 feet westerly of Bronx 
River Avenue; 

the discontinuance and closing of a portion thereof; 

the establishment of two park additions; 

any modification of grades necessitated thereby; 

and any acquisition or disposition of property related thereto in 
Community District 9, Borough of the Bronx, in accordance with Map 
No. 13055 dated June 23, 1995 and signed by the Borough President 

The application (C 930043 MMX) for an amendment to the City 

Map was filed by the New York City Department of Transportation and 

the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation pursuant to 

Sections 197-c and 199 of the New York City Charter and Section 5- 

430 et seq. of the New York City Administrative Code on July 30, 

1992. It involves: 

the elimination of the lines and grades of East 1721 Street 

from the easterly service road of the Arthur V. Sheridan 

Expressway to a line approximately 135 feet westerly of Bronx 

River Avenue; 

the 'discontinuance and closing of a portion thereof; 

the establishment of two park additions; 
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d. any modification of grades necessitated thereby; 

and any acquisition or disposition of property related thereto. 

BACKGROUND 

The application was filed by the Department of Transportation 

to eliminate an unnecessary street and vehicular bridge over the 

Conrail/Amtrak railroad tracks. The Department of Parks and 

Recreation joined the Department of Transportation as co-applicant 

for the establishment of two park additions, comprising the two 60- 

foot-wide unimproved portions of East 172'2' Street being eliminated 

on both sides of the Bronx River, totalling approximately 27,000 

square feet in area. They will be added to an existing park 

extending northward along the Bronx River. With the exception of 

two baseball fields on the westerly side of the river between East 

172hd and East 174th streets, the existing park is largely 

undeveloped. 

The East 172nd Street vehicular bridge, which was dilapidated, 

has, since the date of this application, been demolished, leaving 

the abutments intact. The bridge carried East 172nd Street across 

the Conrail/Amtrak railroad right-of-way, connecting Bronx River 

Avenue on the east with the easterly shore of the Bronx River. East 

172' Street was mapped but unimproved beyond that point. There was 

a mapped but never built bridge over the Bronx River connecting to 

a dead-end service road of the Sheridan Expressway on the west. All 

of East 172'1 Street is being eliminated, except foi a portion, 
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approximately 135 feet long, that will remain as a dead-end stub 

immediately west of Bronx River Avenue. It will remain to serve 

abutting properties. 

To the north, along both sides of the Bronx River, is a mapped 

park. To the south are privately-owned properties zoned M1-1. To 

the east are predominantly one- and two-family houses zoned R6. To 

the west, across the Sheridan Expressway, is a narrow strip of 

industrial buildings zoned M1-1. Farther to the west and at a 

higher elevation are multiple dwellings in an area zoned R7-1. 

An interagency conference was not held. Instead, comments were 

solicited from the relevant agencies, offices and public utilities 

by mail. There were no objections to the proposed elimination of 

street and establishment of park and a precertification report was 

issued on October 29, 1992. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This application (C 930043 MMX), was reviewed pursuant to the 

New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the 

SEQRA regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New York Code of 

Rules and Regulations, Section 617.00 et seq., and the City 

Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) Rules of Procedure of 1991 and 

Executive Order No. 91 of 1977. The designated CEQR number is 
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96DOT012X. The lead agency is the Department of Transportation. 

After a study of the potential environmental impact of the proposed 

action, a negative declaration was issued on August 2, 1996. 

UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW 

This application (C 930043 MMX), was certified as complete by 

the Department of City Planning on June 26, 2000 and was duly 

referred to Community Board 9 and the Borough President in 

accordance with Article 3 of the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure 

(ULURP) rules. 

Community Board Public Hearing 

Community Board 9 did not hold a public hearing and did not 

act on this proposal. 

Borough President's Recommendation 

This application (C 930043 MMX) was considered by the Borough 

President who issued a recommendation approving the application on 

October 2, 2000. 

City Planning Commission Public Hearing 

On October 4, 2000 (Calendar No. 1) the City Planning 

Commission scheduled October 18, 2000 for a public hearing on this 

application (C 930043 MMX). The hearing was duly held on October 
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18, 2000 (Calendar No. 8). There was one speaker, a representative 

of the Department of Parks and Recreation, in favor of the 

application, and none opposed. The hearing was closed. 

WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAM CONSISTENCY REVIEW AND FINDINGS 

This application was reviewed by the Department of City 

Planning for consistency with the policies of the New York City 

Waterfront Revitalization Program (WRP), adopted by the Board of 

Estimate on September 30, 1982 (Calendar No. 17), pursuant to the 

New York State Waterfront Revitalization and Coastal Resources Act 

of 1981, (New York State Executive Law, Section 910 et seq.) The 

designated WRP number is WRP 089-92. 

On October 10, 2000, this action was determined to be 

consistent with the policies of the New York City Waterfront 

Revitalization Program. 

CONSIDERATION 

The Commission believes that this amendment to the City Map is 

appropriate. The street proposed to be eliminated, discontinued and 

closed consisted of several elements: 1. The dilapidated bridge 

over the railroad right-of-way, which was physically demolished 

several years ago; 2. The bridge over the Bronx River, which was 

never built; and 3. The street connecting the two bridges, which is 

no longer physically connected to any built street. The portion of 

East 172nd Streetproposed to be eliminated, discontinued and closed 
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is not necessary to the integrity and function of the street grid 

in this area and its elimination from the City Map will allow the 

consolidation of a site for passive recreation area on the 

waterfront. 

The establishment of these park additions will add 

approximately 27000 square feet of land to the existing park and 

provide area residents with additional access to the waterfront 

under the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks and Recreation. 

It will provide much-needed passive recreation space and result in 

a more accessible and more useable park. Establishment of this park 

will preserve scarce waterfront open space and make it available to 

the community. The retention of the bridge abutments will allow the 

Department of Parks and Recreation to construct a pedestrian bridge 

over the railroad tracks at some future date in order to provide 

improved access from the community to the east. 

RESOLUTION 

RESOLVED, that the City Planning Commission finds that the 

action described herein will have no significant impact on the 

environment; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the City Planning Commission, in its capacity 

as the City Coastal Commission, has reviewed the waterfront aspects 

of this application and finds that the proposed action is 

consistent with WRP policies; and be it further 
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RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to 

Sections 197-c and 199 of the New York City Charter and Section 5- 

430 et seq. of the New York City Administrative Code, that based on 

the environmental determination and the consideration described in 

this report, the application (C 930043 MMX) for an amendment to the 

City Map involving an application submitted by the New York City 

Department of Transportation and the New York City Department of 

Parks and Recreation for an amendment to the City Map involving: 

the elimination of the lines and grades of East 172'd Street 

from the easterly service road of the Arthur V. Sheridan 

Expressway to a line approximately 135 feet westerly of Bronx 

River Avenue; 

the discontinuance and closing of a portion thereof; 

the establishment of two park additions; 

any modification of grades necessitated thereby; 

and any acquisition or disposition of property related thereto in 

Community District 9, Borough of The Bronx, in accordance with Map 

No. 13055, dated June 23, 1995 and signed by the Borough President, 

is approved, and be it further 

RESOLVED that, pursuant to Section 5-432 of the New York City 
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Administrative code, the City Planning Commission determines that 

"such closing or discontinuance will further the health, safety, 

pedestrian or vehicular circulation, housing, economic development 

or general welfare of the City"; and be it further 

RESOLVED that, pursuant to Section 5-433 of the New York City 

Administrative Code, the City Planning Commission adopts three (3) 

counterparts of Map No. 13055 dated June 23, 1995 providing for the 

discontinuance and closing of a portion of East 172nd Street, more 

particularly described as follows: 

IN THE MATTER OF discontinuing and closing a portion of 

East 172nd Street east of the Arthur V. Sheridan Expressway, 

BEGINNING AT A POINT formed by the intersection of the 

northerly line of East 172nd Street and the easterly line of the 

service road of the Arthur V. Sheridan Expressway as these lines 

have heretofore been established on the City Map and running: 

Thence easterly along said northerly line of East 172nd Street 

a distance of 169.015 feet to the center line of the Bronx River; 

Thence southerly along a line forming an interior angle with the 

previous course of 100 degrees 51 minutes 57.5 seconds, a distance 

of 61.094 feet to the southerly line of East 172nd Street; 

Thence westerly along said southerly line of East 172nd Street 

to its intersection with the easterly line of the service road of 

the Arthur V. Sheridan Expressway; 

Thence northerly, along a line forming an interior angle with 

Page 8 C 930043 MMX 



the previous course of 84 degrees 59 minutes 09.9 seconds, a 

distance of 60.231 feet to the POINT OR PLACE OF BEGINNING. 

And be it further 

RESOLVED that, pursuant to subdivision la of Section 5-433 of 

the New York City Administrative Code, public utility facilities 

within the subsurface of the street cited herein which are to be 

discontinued and closed by this action, may be maintained in place 

or relocated within such subsurface by the public utility, so that 

such maintenance in place or relocation of such facilities is 

consistent with the proposed use of the closed portions of such 

subsurface, the requirements of other facilities located therein 

and such facilities as they existed prior to the discontinuance and 

closing of such subsurface; 

all such approvals being subject to the following conditions: 

The subject amendment to the City Map shall take effect on the 

day following the day on which certified counterparts of Map 

No. 13055 are filed with the appropriate agencies in 

accordance with Section 198 subsection c of the New York City 

Charter and Section 5-435 of the New York City Administrative 

Code; 

the subject street to be discontinued and closed shall be 

discontinued and closed on the day following the day on which 
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such maps adopted by this resolution shall be filed in the 

offic.es specified by law. 

The above resolution, duly adopted by the City Planning 

Commission on November 15, 2000 (Calendar No. 23), is filed with 

the Office of the Speaker, City Council and the Borough President, 

in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of the New 

York City Charter. 

JOSEPH B. ROSE, Chairman 
VICTOR G. ALICEA, Vice Chairman 

ALBERT ABNEY, ANGELA M. BATTAGLIA, AMANDA M. BURDEN, A.I.C.P., 
IRWIN CANTOR, P.E., ANGELA R. CAVALUZZI, R.A., 
KATHY HIRATA CHIN, Esq., WILLIAM J. GRINKER, 
KENNETH J. KNUCKLES, Esq., JOHN MEROLO, Commissioners 
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DOCKET DESCRIPTION IN THE MATTER OF AN application Stibmi 1 ted by the 
Department of Transportation and the Department of Parks and Recreation pursuant to 
Sections 197-c of the New York City Charter and Section 5-430 et seq. of the New 
York City Administrative Code for an amendment to the City Map: 

a. eliminating the lines and grades of East 172nd Street from the easterly service 
road of the Arthur V. Sheridan Expressway to a line approximately 135 feet 
westerly of Bronx River Avenue; 

b. the el iminating and closing of a portion thereof; 
' 

C. the establishment of two park additions; 

d. any modification of grades necessitated thereoY; . 

ono any acquisition or disposition of property related thereto in Community 
District 9, Borough of The Bronx. in accordance with Map No. 13055 dated 
June 23, 1995 and signed by the Borough President. 
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BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT'S RECOMMENDATION 
ULURP APPLICATION NO. C 930043 MMX 

BACKGROUND 

This application has been submitted by the Department of Transportation and the Department of 
Parks and Recreation pursuant to Sections 197-c and 199 of the New York City Charter and 
Section 5-430 ei seq of the New York City Administrative Code for an amendment to the City 
Map. This application would facilitate: 

eliminating the lines and grades of East 172"d Street from the easterly service 
road of the Arthur V. Sheridan Expressway to a fine approximately 135 feet 
westerly of Bronx 'River Avenue; 

the discontinuance and closing of a portion thereof; 

the establishment of rwo park additions; 

d. any modification of grades necessitated thereby; 

and any acquisition or disposition of property related thereto in Bronx Community Board 9. 

Tile area considered by this application is the bed of East In" Street, which is a "paper 
street" between West Farms Road on the west and Bronx River Avenue on the east. Starlight 
Park defines the location's northern boundary. On the south development consistent with an MI -1 

zone is in place. The bed of East 172d Street at this location is not zoned. It is in Bronx 
Community Board 9. 

The property to be transferred to the Department of Parks and Recreation is undeveloped. 
It is bounded by the Sheridan Expressway on the west and on the east are railroad tracks 
maintained by Conrail and Amtrak. The Bronx River defines the center-point of this location. 

The Sheridan Expressway, Amtrak, and one-story industrial buildings typify the area's 
development. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND ULURF' CERTIFICATION 

This application was reviewed pursuant to CEQR and SEQR and given a Type II 
designation meaning that it poses no threat to the environment. This application was certified by 
the City Planning Commission as complete on June 26, 2000. 

COMMUNITY BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 

Bronx Community Board 9 did not hold a public hearing on this application. 

BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT'S PUBLIC HEARING 

The Bronx Borough President held a public hearing on this application on September itt, 
2000. There were no speakers present and the hearing was closed 
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BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT'S RECOMMENDATION 

This application will facilitate an amendment to the City Map to accurately reflect what is 
in place. Furthermore, it will transfer environmentally sensitive property adjacent to the Bronx 
River from the Department of Transportation to the Department of Parks and Recreation. 

I recommend approval of this application. 


