
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
April 16, 1997/Calendar No. 9 C 960134 PSX 

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Police Department 
and the Department of Citywide Administrative Services pursuant to 
Section 197-c of the New York City Charter for site selection of 
property located at 250 East 180th Street and 2119 Valentine Avenue 
(Block 3149, Lots 37, 42, 101, 106) Community District 5, Borough 
of The Bronx, for use as parking lots. 

This application (C 960134 PSX) was filed on October 2, 1995, 

by the Police Department (NYPD) and the Department of Citywide 

Administrative Services (DCAS) for site selection of city-owned 

property located at 250 East 180th Street and 2119 Valentine Avenue 

(Block 3149, Lots 37, 42, 101, and 106) Borough of The Bronx, 

Community District 5, for use as parking lots. 

BACKGROUND 

The Police Department proposes the use of city-owned property 

located at 250 East 180th Street and 2119 Valentine Avenue (Block 

3149, Lots 37, 42, 101, and 106), in The Bronx, as parking lots for 

the 46th Police Precinct. 

The 46th Precinct stationhouse is located at 250 East 180th 

Street, at the southeast corner of East 181st Street and Ryer 

Avenue. It is staffed by about three hundred personnel, who report 

over three shifts. This precinct has a shortage of parking spaces 

and police vehicles are parked in the streets around the 

stationhouse. The number of police vehicles in the area has 

increased since officers of the merged Transit Police, Housing 

Police and the Traffic Enforcement Division, also use local 

stationhouses such as the 46th precinct to process arrests and 

complete paper work. In addition, police officers have been hired 
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under the Safe Streets-Safe City Program, a city-wide effort to 

improve policing operations. The number of vehicles assigned to 

the precinct has been augmented with the growth of staffing levels 

and additional space is required to accommodate these, as well as 

the existing police vehicles. 

The proposed parking lots consist of two non-contiguous sites: 

one (Block 3149, Lots 101 and 106) located diagonally behind the 

station house, on the west side of Valentine Avenue between East 

180th and East 181th Streets, and the other (Block 3149, Lots 37 

and 42) located south of the station house, on the south side of 

East 180th Street, between Valentine and East Burnside Avenues. 

Both sites are located within a R7-1 zoning district. This 

proposed use is not permitted in R7-1 zoning districts and, in this 

instance, the city is exercising its power not to be subject to its 

zoning requirements when performing a governmental function. 

The lots have a total combined area of approximately 25,000 

square feet, which can accommodate approximately forty-eight police 

vehicles The parking lots will be self-park facilities in use 24- 

hours a day, seven days a week. The Police Department anticipates 

that the design of the facility would incorporate lighting, 

surveillance cameras, fencing, and paving. Trees and/or shrubbery 

will be provided, and the type and location of the landscaping will 

be dependent on such factors as security concerns and cost of 

maintenance. 

The blocks on which the sites are located are predominately 

developed with two, three- and four-story residences. Abutting the 
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Valentine Avenue site are six- and two-story residences on the 

west, a vacant lot on the north, and a three-story residential 

building the south. Abutting the East 180th Street site are two- 

story residences. The area surrounding the site is predominately 

residential, with some commercial uses on East Burnside and 

Valentine Avenues. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This application (C 960134 PSX) was reviewed pursuant to the 

New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the 

SEQRA regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New York Code of 

Rules and Regulations, Section 617.00 et sea., and- the City 

Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) Rules of Procedures of 1991 and 

Executive Order No. 91 of 1977. The designated CEQR number is 

95NYPOO6X. The lead agency is the Police Department. 

After a study of the potential environmental impact of the 

proposed action, a negative declaration was issued on May 16, 1995. 

UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW 

This application (C 960134 PSX) was certified as complete by 

the Department of City Planning on December 16, 1996 and was duly 

referred to Community Board 5 and the Borough President of The 

Bronx, in accordance with Article 3 of the Uniform Land Use Review 

Procedure (ULURP) rules. 

Community Board Public Hearing 
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Community Board 5 held a public hearing on this application on 

January 22, 1997,and on that date, by a vote of 15 to 0, with no 

abstentions, adopted a resolution recommending approval of this 

application. 

Borough President Recommendation 

This application (C 960134 PSX) was considered by the 

Borough President of the Bronx who issued a recommendation 

approving the application on March 5, 1997, subject to the 

following conditions: 

Fencing used be wrought iron type, and exclude any use 
of razor wire. 

The lots be properly paved, sidewalks upgraded, and 
curbcuts installed at appropriate locations. 

Any lighting to be installed be directed to illuminate 
the parking facilities without impacting neighboring 
apartment buildings. 

Street trees to be incorporated into the plan. 

Personnel not run idle vehicles for prolonged periods 
of time to avoid both noise and air pollution. 

City Planning Commission Public Hearing 

On March 5, 1997 (Calendar No. 1), the City Planning 

Commission scheduled March 19, 1997 for a public hearing on this 

application (C 960134 PSX). The hearing was duly held on March 19, 

1997 (Calendar No. 6). There were no speakers, and the hearing was 

closed. 
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Consideration 

The City Planning Commission believes that the application of 

the Police Department and the Department of Citywide Administrative 

Services for the site selection of property located at 250 East 

180th Street and 2119 Valentine Avenue(Block 3149, Lots 37, 42, 

101, and 106,) for use as a parking lot, is appropriate. 

The merger of the Housing Police, Transit Police, and DOT's 

Enforcement Unit has contributed to a shortage of parking spaces in 

the vicinity of the stationhouse since more officers have to park 

near the stationhouse to use the facility to process arrests and 

complete paperwork. This problem has been exacerbated by the 

hiring of additional police officers under the Safe Streets-Safe 

City Program, a city-wide effort to improve policing operations. 

The number of vehicles assigned to the precinct has increased with 

the growth of staffing levels and the new parking space is required 

to accommodate these as well as the existing police vehicles. 

The need for these parking lots was cited in the Citywide 

Statement of Needs for City Facilities/Fiscal Years 1993 and 1994. 

Together, the lots have a total area of approximately 25,000 square 

feet, which could accommodate forty-eight police vehicles and are 

located within one block of the station house. The lots are located 

within a R7-1 zoning district, which do not allow this use. In 

this instance, the city is exercising its power not to be subject 

to its zoning requirements when performing a governmental function. 

In his recommendation approving the application, the Borough 

President of the Bronx expressed a number of concerns regarding the 
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design and operation of the parking lots. In response to these 

concerns, the Police Department stated in a letter to the Borough 

President, dated March 12, 1997, that: 

The parking lots have not yet been designed. They will, 
however, be designed in accordance with NYPD standards. 
The proposed parking lots will have unobtrusive glare- 
free lighting; surveillance cameras; fencing of an 
aesthetically pleasing nature. This precluded cyclone 
fencing and razor wire. The parking lots will be 
maintained and snow removal will be performed in 
inclement weather. New sidewalks and curbcuts will be 
installed if they are warranted, or if existing sidewalks 
are damaged during construction. 

Your final condition regarding the prolonged idling of 
vehicles in the lots have been communicated to the 
Commanding Officer of the 46th Precinct. 

RESOLUTION 

Resolved, the City Planning Commission finds that the action 

described herein will have no significant impact on the 

environment; and it further 

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Section 

197-c of the New York City Charter, that based on the environmental 

determination and consideration described in this report, the 

application (C 960134 PSX) of the Police Department and the 

Department of Citywide Administrative Services for the site 

selection of city-owned property located at 250 East 180th Street 

and 2119 Valentine Avenue (Block 3149, Lots 37, 42, 101 and 106), 

Community District 5, Borough of The Bronx, for use as parking lots 

is approved. 
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The above resolution, duly adopted by the City Planning 

Commission on April 16, 1997 (Calendar No. 9), is filed with the 

Office of the Speaker, City Council, and the Borough President of 

The Bronx, in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of 

the New York City Charter. 

JOSEPH B. ROSE, Chairman 
VICTOR G. ALICEA, Vice-Chairman, 
ALBERT ABNEY, ANGELA M. BATTAGLIA, AMANDA M. BURDEN, A.I.C.P., 
IRWIN CANTOR, P.E., KATHY HIRATA CHIN, Esq., ALEXANDER GARVIN, 
ANTHONY I. GIACOBBE, Esq., WILLIAM GRINKER, BRENDA LEVIN, 
JACOB B. WARD, Esq., Commissioners. 
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DATE 

AFFLICATI 

COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 5 

VOTE ADOPTING RECOMMENDATION TAKEN 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Return this corpleted form with any attach- 
ments to the Calendar In Office, 
City Planning Conni ss Ion, Room 2( at the 
above address 

JANUARY 23, 1997 

# C 960134 PSX 

Community/borough Board. 
Recommendation 

JANUARY 22. 1997 DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

:CHAIRPERSON 

TITLE . 

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Reade Street, New Yol-k, NY 10007 

FAX 1'(212) 720-3356 

2. Send a copy of the oorpleted form with any 
attachnents to the applicant's representative 
as indicated on the Notice of Certification, 
one copy to the Borough President, and one 
copy to the Borough Board, when applicable. 

DOCKET DESCRIPTIO 

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Police Department and the Department of Citywide Administrative Services, pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City Charter for site selection of property located at 250 East 180th Street and 2119 Valentine Avenue (Block 3149, Lots 37, 42, 101, 106) Borough of The Bronx, Community District 5, for use as parking lots. 

LOCATION MS 306 40 W.Tremont Ave 
WAS QUORUM PRESENT? x YES NO (A publ ic hearing shall require a quorum of 20% of the appointed 

members of the board, but in no event fewer than seven such 
members) 

RECOMMENDATION 
X 

APPROVE APPROVE WITH HODIFICATIOWCONDITIONS 
DISAPPROVE DISAPPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS 

EXPLANATION OF RECOMMDATION-MODIFICATION/CONDITiONS (Attach additional sheets if necessary) 

VOTING 

IN FAVOR 15 AGAINST 0 ABSTAINING 0 
AL NEM APPOINTED BOARD 

f.i.c. 
3 /s- 22 

ROU BOARD 0 ICER 

BOROUGH The Bronx BOROUGH BOARD 

DATE LOCATION 
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r--- ._. _ 
Borough President CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

22 Reed. Street, New Volt, NY 10007 
R commendation FAX it (212) 720-33Se 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Rourn Mir completed form with any attach- I. Send one copy with any allactunanle to the 

men/1310 the Calera:tar Information Office, City applIcarif le nepresantative as Indicated on the 
et Planning Couturier:ion, Room 2E la the. NoticeCertillostion. 
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Section 197-c of the New York City Charter. for site selection 
of propeecy located at 250 East 180th Street and 2119 Valentine 
Avenue (Block 3149. Lots 37, 42, 101, 106) Borough of The Bronx, 
Community District 5, for use as parking lots. 
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,OFFICE OF THE BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT 
RECOhrU:NDAT/ON ON A SITE SELECTION. OF PROPERTY 

FOR USE AS PARXING ITS 
BRONX COMMUNITY BOARD 5 

v;TpAPZLIC&USALS,..aialarn 

UALE.OROUND 

In the matter of an application submitted by the Police 
Department and the Department of Citywiae Administrative Services, 
pursuaat to Section i97-c of the Ngw tork City Charter for site 
selection of property located at 250 East 180th Street (site A, 
Block 3149, 2,ots 37 and 42), and 2119,Valentinc Avenue (site B, 
Block 3149, Lots 101 and 106) Borough of The Bronx, Community . 

District 5, 13r use as parking lots. Combined, these lots total 
25,000 square meet. Both site are loceted in an R7-1 zone. 

Site A: 250 East 160th Street (Block 3149, Lots 37 & 42) , 

encompasses thu south side of East 00th Street, bounded by 
Valentine Avenue on the east, and Ryer Avenue on the west. A steep 
d..,ciine in the topography of the site establishes a physical - 
barrier which serves to divide this lot into two parts. The first 
section (upper section) located on Ryer Avenue and East 180th 
Street consist:- of a narrow unpaved strip which directly abuts a 

poorly maintained two family wood frame house. This section is not 
seclred by fencing. The second section of this lot (lower section) 
is 1oeete0 on Valentine Avenue and Eat 180th Street. A chain 
Jinx. fonce secures this lot which is an, eslablished parking area._ 
It appears clean and appropriately maintained, accommodating 
approximately ten cars. 

Site El: 2119 Valentine Mrenue, (Block 3149, Lots 101 & 106): 
ThiF lot is located on the west side,of Valentine Avenue, mid 
:)lock, bounded by East 180th Street on the south, and East 181st 
Street on the north. This fenced in Jot currently accommodates 
approximately twenty cars. The site is paved, clean, and well 
maintained. The 46th Police Precinct:Stationhouse is situated 
dirt-tot:1y to the weet of this lot, on East 181st Street and Ryer 
Avenue. 

Trio surrounding community in which both sites are located 
consists of five and six story apartmentibuildings which appear to 

maintained in fair condition. There,are also a smaller number 
it poo,.:ly maintained two family wood frame dwellings. 

ENVIRONMENTAL uligILAnD ULURP CERTIFICATION 

This application was reviewed pursuant to SEQRA and CEQR dud 
received a negative declaration. This application was certified as 
complete on December 16, 1996. 
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1A1MUNITY BOAn_REUMEEMATION 

Bronx Community Board #5 held a public hearing on this 
application. The hearing took place on January 22, 1997. The vote 
to approve this application was unanimous, 15 in favor, -0- 
agc.inst, -0- abstaining. 

DAQNX BOROUGH pIESIDINT'S PUBLIC HEARIBIG 

The BronJ Borough President held .a public hearing on this 
application on Fab/uary 21, 1997. There were no speakers and the 
hearing was closed. 

BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT'S lig.cOMENDATIdli 

rhis application considers the appropriateness of using two 
wicant lots for the parking of Police Department and Department 
author 'zed vehicles assigned to the 46th Precinct Stationhouse. To 
minimize any adverse impact such use may have on those residing 
adjacent to these sites, I offer the following conditions to be 
mace a part of this recommendation: 

Fencing used be wrought iron type, and exclude any uso of 
ra?.or wire. 

The lots be properly paved, sidewalks upgraded, an curb- 
cuts installed at appropriate locations. 

Any lighting to be installedlmo directed to illuminate 
the parking facilities withdut impacting neighboring 
apartment buildings. 
Street trees be incorporated into the plan. 

!) Personnel not run idle vehiclee for prolonged periods of 
time to avoid both noise and air pollution. 

With these five conoitians included, I concur with Bronx Community 
Board #5, and reummend approval of this application. 


