
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

August 18, 1997/ Calendar No.4 N 980010 HKX 

IN THE MATTER OF a communication, dated April 25, 1997, from the Executive Director 
of the Landmarks Preservation Commission regarding the landmark designation of the 
Messiah Home for Children, located at 1771-1777 Andrews Avenue South (Block 2878, Lot 
146) by the Landmarks Preservation Commission on June 24, 1997, (List No. 283, LP No. 
1892), Borough of The Bronx, Community District 5. 

Pursuant to Section 3020.8(b) of the City Charter, the City Planning 
Commission shall submit to the City Council a report with respect to the 
relation of any designation by the Landmarks Preservation Commission, 
whether of a historic district or a landmark, to the Zoning Resolution, 
projected public improvements, and any plans for the development, growth, 
improvement or renewal of the area involved. 

The Messiah Home for Children located at 1771-1777 Andrews Avenue South, is a three- 

story building with a basement which is located on the northern portion of a block that is 

bounded by West Tremont Avenue, Andrews Avenue South, West 176th Street, and 

Montgomery Avenue. It was designed by Charles Brigham in the "Jacobethan" style which 

was a revival of an English design style developed during the reign of King James I (1603- 

1625). The design elements of this architecture include a picturesque roofline with turrets, 

towers, chimneys and gables. It also contains mullioned and transomed windows on the 

building facades, as well as carved shields, pilasters and scrollwork. 

The Messiah Home for Children was opened in March 1908 as an orphanage for 60 young 

boys. This organization moved to Spring Valley, New York between 1915 and 1918. The 

Salvation Army used the building for educational purposes until the early 1970's. In 1958- 

60, a five-story brick and concrete building was constructed to the east of the original 

structure. It was connected to the main building via a one-story passageway. In 1978, the 

building was rehabilitated by its owner, the City of New York, and was subsequently used 

as a Job Corps training center, a function that continues today. 

Disclaimer
City Planning Commission (CPC) Reports are the official records of actions taken by the CPC. The reports reflect the determinations of the Commission with respect to land use applications, including those subject to the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP), and others such as zoning text amendments and 197-a community-based  plans. It is important to note, however, that the reports do not necessarily reflect a final determination. Certain applications are subject to mandatory review by the City Council and others to City Council "call-up".



The landmark site is located in an R7-1 zoning district. With an allowable floor area ratio 

(FAR) of 3.44, the zoning lot could be developed with approximately 320,164 square feet 

of floor area. The Messiah Home for Children contains approximately 182,900 square feet 

of floor area. Therefore, there is approximately 137,264 square feet of floor area 

theoretically available for transfer. 

Pursuant to Section 74-79 of the Zoning Resolution, a landmark building may transfer its 

unused development rights to a lot contiguous to the zoning lot occupied by the landmark 

or one which is across the street and opposite to the zoning lot occupied by the landmark 

building or in the case of a corner lot, one which fronts on the same street intersection as 

the lot occupied by the landmark building. 

There are approximately five receiving sites available for the transfer of the landmark's 

unused floor area. 

All landmark buildings or buildings within Historic Districts are eligible to apply for use and 

bulk waivers pursuant to Section 74-11 of the Zoning Resolution. 

The Commission notes that since this Landmark is city-owned, the Landmarks Preservation 

Commission would issue an advisory report rather than a permit for any alteration to this 

landmark. 

There are no projected public improvements or plans for development, growth, improvement 

or renewal in the vicinity of the subject landmark building. 
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