
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
December 23, 1998/Calendar No. 14 C 980687 PCK 

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Fire Department 
and the Department of Citywide Administrative Services pursuant to 
Section 197-c of the New York City Charter for site selection and 
acquisition of property located at 1517/1525 Cortelyou Road (Block 
5146, Lot 68), Borough of Brooklyn, Community District 14, for use 
as an ambulance station. 

This application (C 980687 PCK) was filed on June 12, 1998 by the 

Fire Department and the Department of Citywide Administrative 

Services for site selection and acquisition of property located at 

1517/1525 Cortelyou Road (Block 5146, Lot 68), Borough of Brooklyn, 

Community District 14, for use as an ambulance station. 

BACKGROUND 

The Fire Department (NYFD) is proposing to acquire property located 

at 1517/1525 Cortelyou Road (Block 5146, Lot 68), Brooklyn, for use 

as an ambulance station for crews and vehicles of the former 

Emergency Medical Services, which is now part of the Fire 

Department. The proposed station is part of a larger plan to 

improve ambulance service throughout the City. Currently, 

ambulances are dispatched from 16 stations and some smaller 

outposts to assigned street corners in the response area to await 

radio dispatch. Ambulances return to the station to restock, 

decontaminate, or refuel. By increasing the number of ambulance 

stations throughout the City, NYFD will reduce the amount of time 

ambulances spend on travel and administration, and will 

significantly improve ambulance availability and response time. 

Disclaimer
City Planning Commission (CPC) Reports are the official records of actions taken by the CPC. The reports reflect the determinations of the Commission with respect to land use applications, including those subject to the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP), and others such as zoning text amendments and 197-a community-based  plans. It is important to note, however, that the reports do not necessarily reflect a final determination. Certain applications are subject to mandatory review by the City Council and others to City Council "call-up".



The proposed site is located on the northwest corner of Cortelyou 

Road and East 16th Street, in an R6/C1-3 zoning district, which 

permits the proposed use. Cortelyou Road is an 80 foot-wide, two- 

way street. East 16th Street is a 60-foot wide street with one-way 

south-bound traffic. Vehicular access and egress for the site is 

on East 16th Street, immediately north of Cortelyou Road. The lot 

area of the property is 9,300 square feet. An existing vacant 

commercial building on the lot will be demolished. NYFD proposes 

td construct a 6,000 square-foot, one-story ambulance station, 

providing lockers, showers, toilets, kitchen and supply areas, and 

an enclosed ambulance garage area with above-ground fuel storage. 

The proposed facility will support up to seven ambulances and 66 

employees, distributed over three shifts. 

The surrounding neighborhood is predominantly residential in 

character. Cortelyou Road is a two-way retail corridor served by 

the B 23 bus line. The entrance to the Cortelyou Road subway 

station on the D Line is located opposite the site on the south 

side of.Cortelyou Road, between East 16th Street and Marlborough 

Road. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This application (C 980687 PCK) was reviewed pursuant to the New 

York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the SEQRA 

regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New York Code of Rules and 

Page 2 C 980687 PCK 



Regulations, Section 617.00 et seq., and the City Environmental 

Quality Review (CEQR) Rules of Procedures of 1991 and Executive 

Order No. 91 of 1977. The lead agency is the Fire Department. The 

designated CEQR number is 98FD0003K. 

After a study of the potential environmental impact of the proposed 

action, a negative declaration was issued oh June 25, 1998. 

UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW 

This application (C 980687 PCK) was certified as complete by the 

Department of City Planning on August 3, 1998 and was duly referred 

to Community Board 14 and the Borough President of Brooklyn, in 

accordance with Article 3 of the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure 

(ULURP) rules. 

Community Board Public Hearing 

Community Board 14 held a public hearing on this application on 

September 9, 1998, and on September 14, 1998, by a vote of 30 to 0 

with 0 abstentions, adopted a resolution recommending approval of 

the application. 

Borough President Recommendation 

This application (C 980687 PCK) was considered by the Borough 

President of Brooklyn, who issued a recommendation approving the 

application on November 6, 1998, with the following condition: 
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That the City Planning Commission or the City Council 
require the Fire Department to search for off-street 
parking for the employees of the Midwood Ambulance 
Station. 

City Planning Commission Public Hearing 

On November 12, 1998 (Calendar No. 2), the City Planning Commission 

scheduled November 25, 1998 for a .public hearing on this 

application (C 980687 PCK). The hearing was duly held on November 

25, 1998 (Calendar No. 11). There were no speakers and the hearing 

was closed. 

Consideration 

The City Planning Commission believes that the application of the 

Fire Department and the Department of Citywide Administrative 

Services for site selection and acquisition of property located at 

1517/1525 Cortelyou Road (Block 5146, Lot 68), Borough of Brooklyn, 

Community District 14 for use as an ambulance station, is 

appropriate. 

The establishment of this facility is part of the Fire Department's 

initiative to adopt a station-based dispatching system to improve 

supervision of ambulance crews and reduce loss of coverage due to 

shift changes. The need to establish ambulance stations throughout 

the City is cited in the Citywide Statement of Needs for Fiscal 

Years 1997-1998. 
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The proposed site is occupied by a small vacant commercial 

building, which will be demolished. The property is large enough 

to accommodate the proposed new 6,000 square-foot facility, and it 

is located in an R6/C1-3 zoning district, which permits the 

proposed use. 

The Commission acknowledges the Borough' President's concern 

regarding the lack of off-street accessory parking for employees of 

the proposed facility. The Commission notes that the Fire 

Department, in a letter to the Borough President, dated November 6, 

1998, wrote that a search of the area did not identify any 

available properties that could be used for off-street parking. 

The Commission notes further that the site is readily accessible by 

public transportation. 

RESOLUTION 

RESOLVED, the City Planning Commission finds that the action 

described herein will have no significant impact on the 

environment; and be it further 

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Section 197- 

c of the New York City Charter, that based on the environmental 

determination and consideration described in this report, the 

application (C 980687 PCK) of the Fire Department and the 

Department of Citywide Administrative Services pursuant to Section 
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197-c of the New York City Charter for site selection and 

acquisition of property located at 1517/1525 Cortelyou Road (Block 

5146, Lot 68), Borough of Brooklyn, Community District 14, for use 

as an ambulance station, is approved. 

The above resolution, duly adopted by the City Planning Commission 

on December 23, 1998 '(Calendar No. 14), is filed with the Office of 

the Speaker, City Council, and the Borough President of Brooklyn, 

in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of the New 

York City Charter. 

JOSEPH B. ROSE, Chairman 
VICTOR G. ALICEA, Vice-Chairman, 
ALBERT ABNEY, ANGELA M. BATTAGLIA, AMANDA M. BURDEN, A.I.C.P., 

KATHY HIRATA CHIN, Esq., ALEXANDER GARVIN, ANTHONY I. GIACOBBE, 

Esq., WILLIAM GRINKER, BRENDA LEVIN, Commissioners. 
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Brooklyn Borough President CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Recommendation 22 Reade Street, New York, NY 10007 
FAX # (212) 72 0-33 56 

INSTRUCTIONS 
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ments to the Calendar Information Office, applicants representatives as indicated on 

City Planning Commission, Room 2E at the the Notice of Certification. 
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APPLICATION # 980687 PCK 

DESCRIPTION MIDWOOD-AMBULANCE-STATION 

COMMUNITY DISTRICT NO. 14 BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN 
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BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

MIDWOOD AMBULANCE STATION 
980687 PCK 

BACKGROUND 

The New York City Fire Department (Fire Department) has submitted an 
application for the site selection of a privately owned, vacant one-story 
building at 1517-25 Cortelyou Road (Block 5146, Lot 68) to facilitate the 
construction of a neighborhood ambulance station in the Midwood section 
of Community District 14. 

BOROUGH PRESIDENT'S PUBLIC HEARING 

On October 6, 1998 the Borough President held a public hearing on the 
application. There was one representative from the Fire Department who 
presented the application. 

The proposed ambulance station would house up to seven ambulances and 
a command vehicle. The existing building is currently vacant and would 
be demolished. 

Responding to a question from the Borough President, the Fire 
Department representative indicated that the duration of construction 
would be ten months and would commence soon after the Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure (ULURP) was complete. The Fire Department 
representative also indicated that the proposed design for the ambulance 
station would be presented to the community board. 

The Borough President expressed concern about the lack of off-street 
parking, which will lead to competition for on-street parking with local 
residents. The Fire Department representative indicated that the site will 
accommodate up to 15 off-street parking spaces. Subsequent to the 
hearing the Borough President's staff determined that considerably less 
than 15 off-street parking spaces could be accommodated at the site. In 
response to a written inquiry from the Borough President, the Fire 
Department in a letter dated October 15, 1998, wrote that the information 
provided at the public hearing was given in error. In addition, the 
letter indicated that the Fire Department would initiate a search of the 
area surrounding the proposed ambulance station to find off-street 
parking for Emergency Medical Services employees. 

CONSIDERATION 

On September 14, 1998 Community Board 14 recommended approval this 
application. 

The site is approximately 9,300 square feet and is zoned C1-3 in an R6 
district. The existing building, which is comprised of several small 
storefronts is currently vacant. The parking area in front of the 



building appears to be used for vehicle storage and off-street parking. 
The Fire Department will demolish the existing structure, which covers 
2,700 square feet and will build a one-story ambulance garage which will 
cover 6,000 square feet. 

The Borough President is supportive of the Fire Department's plans to 
create a network of 12 neighborhood ambulance stations in Brooklyn. The 
ambulance stations should contribute to a decrease in response times for 
medical emergencies. 

As with all such facilities there are impacts on the host communities. The 
Borough President believes it is the Fire Department's responsibility to 
ensure that these impacts are minimized. To that end the Fire Department 
should present the proposed design for the building to the community 
board and should make every effort to find off-street parking near the 
facility. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Whereas, this site selection has the support of the local community board; 

Whereas, the Borough President is supportive of the plan to create a 

network of local ambulance stations in order to reduce response times to 
medical emergencies; 

Whereas, it is the policy of the President of the Borough of Brooklyn to 
encourage the productive reuse of vacant buildings and lots; 

Whereas, this facility will remove a blighting influence on the 
neighborhood; and 

Whereas, the new facility does not provide adequate off-street parking; 
now, therefore be it 

Resolved, the President of the Borough of Brooklyn, pursuant to Section 
197-c of the New York City Charter, recommends approval of this 
application subject to the following condition: 

That the City Planning Commission or the City Council require 
the Fire Department to search for off-street parking for the 
employees of the Midwood Ambulance Station. 

oward Golden, President 
of the Borough of Brooklyn 


